
CMN 131 – Journalism I

Asst. Prof. Mathews

Using The Five Senses

Directions: For each sample, 

1. First, look at the facts that each reporter has gathered in her notebook. 
2. Next, in the space provided, write a hard news lead that is fewer than 60 words, but which uses sensory details to aid in storytelling. 
Note: Try to get all 5W’s + H into the lead in the best possible order, but remember, if you have to skip one of the W’s or H, it can go right at the beginning of the next paragraph. 
Sample 1:

	Reporter’s Notes:

· The Late Night Series (LNS) at Mercer on Sept. 18 was held in the Studio Theater

· Open mic sign up was at 9:30. More than 25 people were waiting to sign up for 15 spots. 

· Line to get in formed at 9pm and stretched to PE building. Temp was 52 degrees.

· Doors opened at 10:00 for the free show. 

· People didn’t want to lose their place in line. 

· Smokers stayed in line instead of going off to smoking huts which are not illuminated at night. 

· LNS has been going for 12 years and is run by Prof. of Theater Arts, Jody Person. 

· Sept. 18 was first LNS of season. Next one is hosted by LGBTF and has a $5 cover to raise money for the club, but entry is free if you dress in drag. 
· After doors opened, crowd went in. Room was full. People sat on the sofas and chairs provided. More people sat on floors and on top of speakers and other equipment around the room. 


Your Hard News lead:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sample 2:

	Reporter’s Notes:

· Rt. 1 three car pile-up just past Market Fair mall on south bound side.

· Time of accident (according to Police PIO Det. Sgt. Abdul Ramirez) = 10:22am, Mon. Sept. 28

· Cause = ??? Police not sure. “Wet road conditions possibly a factor.”-Ramirez

· Cars involved = 1999 silver Volvo 4-door, 2004 Honda CRV (blue gray), and 2009 Ford Tahoe (red). 

· Honda = flipped in median, smoking. Fire dept. engine #9 from Lawrenceville arrived at 10:45 – had trouble getting past traffic. 
· Traffic backed up as far as South Brunswick. Road not cleared until after 2pm. 

· Two drivers taken to Princeton Med. Cent. In serious cond. One person (female) taken away in gurney with sheet over it at 10:50 (Ramirez said “no comment on fatalities”). 
· Roadway obstructed by glass and debris. Left lane closed still (as of 6pm filing deadline).


Your Hard News lead:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2

