CMN 131 – Journalism I

Prof. Mathews

How to Write a Newsworthy Opinion


COMMON OPINION PROBLEMS:

· Topic is not controversial 

· Topic doesn’t lend itself to being supported with facts (i.e. it’s a moral argument)

· Reporter bases the article on his or her experiences and feelings rather than outside data and scholarly information

· Article contains facts, but they come from unreliable sources

· Quotes are not used or only come from people who agree with the reporter

· The tone is equivocal or ambivalent

Steps for writing:

1. Select an appropriate topic on which you have a strong opinion

2. DO RESEARCH to find scholarly evidence to support your position

3. INTERVIEW people who you think will agree and disagree with you and get quotes

4. Now you can start writing. Begin by stating your position as clearly as possible in your lead.

5. After your lead, introduce your best FACTS (be concise!)

6. After the facts, introduce QUOTES from people who AGREE with you

7. Then introduce QUOTES from people who DISAGREE with you

8. EXPLAIN why the people who disagree with you are off base

9. Wrap it up (be brief!)

Directions: Read the excerpts from opinion articles below and determine what is wrong with them.

Opinion 1 – 

Marriage is an institution that is sanctified by the bible as being between and man and a woman and it must stay that way. There is some debate about whether homosexuality is a sin, but this doesn’t matter, the marriage contract is one that is not intended for homosexuals in either case. 

Opinion 2 – 

Although Mercer’s cafeteria does have a salad bar and there are a few healthful offerings, the vast majority of the food is fatty and caloric. Students easily succumb to the scent of French fries that wafts into the halls and buy meals that are less than healthy. Even the salad bar contains toppings like breaded chicken nuggets along side a few drab vegetables. 

Opinion 3 – 

Some people feel that the parking problem at Mercer is severe, where others argue that it’s just as bad at other schools. The distance from the parking lot is often criticized and the parking on the James Kearny Campus is described as being congested. 

Opinion 4 – 

The best way to regift a holiday fruitcake is to give it to someone at work who likes fruitcake and will appreciate it. 

What you’ll need:


You’ll need to know who your READERS are and what they care about


An opinion on a topic that is CONTROVERSIAL to your readership (if very few people will disagree, it’s NOT controversial)


FACTS to back up your position, these can come from statistics, scholarly reports, and survey data


QUOTES from people who agree and people who disagree with you


A tone that is forceful and persuasive








