CMN 131-  Journalism I - Course Syllabus
Instructor: Asst. Prof. Holly Johnson (Prof. J)
Office hrs: Mon + Wed 12-1pm in SC 210

Email: 
johnsonh@mccc.edu or hollykatharine@gmail.com
Website: www.keepithaka.com

The Course

Welcome to CMN 131 – Journalism I. The purpose of the class is to give students a basic understanding of the fundamentals of journalistic writing, reporting and ethics.

Supplies
The two textbooks used in this class are The Student Newspaper Survival Guide by Rachel Kanigel and Inside Reporting by Tim Harrower; both can be purchased online or in the school bookstore and should be brought to every class. Students will also need a collegiate dictionary, a folder for papers, a notebook, a stapler, and a pen.

Student Requirements

(
Students must complete all assigned readings and take five reading quizzes

(
Students must conduct interviews and obtain documents, synthesize the information gathered and present their work in five different journalistic styles

(
Students must take a mid-term and a final exam (both are administered in-class and require the full class period)

(
Students must attend class and participate in all class activities including distribution of the college newspaper which will showcase their strongest work
Grades: 

Your grade for the course is determined based on the following criteria:

5 articles (rough draft is 30% of each article grade) = 50%

Class participation = 15% 

Mid-term exam = 15%

Final exam = 20%

In order to enroll in this class students must be taking or have completed ENG 101. 

Class participation: 
Journalism requires students to work together and also to step outside their comfort zones to

interact with people outside of class. Active engagement is a required course component.
Exams: 
Both the mid-term and final are 75 minute in-class examinations comprised of four sections: 1.)

20 multiple choice and fill-in-the-blank questions; 2.) three short answer essays; 3.) a long answer

essay which analyzes a sample article, and 4.) a lead construction section. 
Peer Review: 

All students must participate in peer review of rough drafts. Students who do not participate effectively in the review process will have their grades reduced by up to a full letter grade. The goal is not only to improve the peers’ work, but also to hone each student’s writing skills as they learn to look for and offer feedback on the key elements of journalistic writing. 

Publication in the School Newspaper: 

All articles written by students in CMN 131 are considered for publication in Mercer’s student

newspaper, the College VOICE. Students may, however, request that their submitted work NOT

be considered for publication; they must do so by writing “Not for publication” prominently at the

top of submitted work (both submitted via email attachment or hard copy). 

Editorial Review Process: 

Students who allow their work to be considered for publication must be aware that their work will 

be edited for content, clarity, conciseness, form, and style by the editorial board of the College

VOICE. Many times these edits are small and the article that appears in the VOICE is nearly

identical to the original submitted work. In some cases, however, the changes are substantial.

When editors change more than 25% of the original material, byline credit is given to both the

student reporter and the editor. 
Extra Credit:
Students may elect to write an extra article for grade at the same time as either article 1, 2 or 5.

If the extra article grade is higher than one of the other five article grades it will cancel out the

lower grade in the final course grade calculation. The extra credit article can be in any of the five

article styles but must meet all the length and deadline requirements to be considered for credit.
Missing and Late Work: 

Learning about journalism means learning about deadlines. On rough draft days students must bring three copies of their rough draft (one for the instructor and two for their peer partners). A missing rough draft reduces the final article grade by 30%. On final draft days the final draft must be submitted electronically BEFORE class time AND must be submitted in hard copy form in class itself. Any work that arrives after class time will be marked down by 5% on the due day and 50% for each day following. Hard copies must be submitted for a student to receive a grade. All work must be submitted in order to pass the class. 
Attendance & Lateness

Attendance in this class is defined as: being present at the start of class, having your texts and notebook with you, having all assignments due with you, being fully prepared to discuss the readings, listening attentively to the instructor and taking substantive notes. Simply being present in the classroom does NOT constitute attendance. Moreover, students found text messaging in class will be marked absent. Students can be absent three times for any reason and do not need to explain their reasons to the instructor. Any student who is absent four times, no matter what the reason, will be automatically withdrawn from the course. Chronic lateness will lower the student's final grade. If you come to class late, please get seated quietly; do not disrupt a class in progress. 

Cell Phones: 

If you have an emergency that requires you to keep your phone on, discuss it with the instructor

before class begins, sit near the exit, and keep the phone on vibrate. 

Special Accommodations

Any student needing special accommodation because of disabilities should contact the instructor during the first week of class. She will be happy to help. Students with documented learning disabilities should see Arlene Stinson in the Learning Center so they can provide their instructors with an accommodations letter
Academic Integrity – Honesty In Your Work

Cheating in any form is simply not tolerated. Familiarize yourself with the school’s academic integrity policy, at www.mccc.edu/admissions_policies_integrity.shtml. We will cover proper citation procedure, but it is each student’s responsibility to abide by the rules described in the policy, in this and every course he or she takes in college. Failure to do so will result in disciplinary action and failure on the assignment and/or the course itself. 

Ethics in Journalism – BEYOND basic integrity

In addition to the college’s academic integrity policy, students in this class are also bound by the code of journalistic ethics of The College VOICE newspaper (available at http://www.keepithaka.com/policy_manual.html). In particular students must fact check all submissions, not report on topics in which they have a personal interest (i.e. conflict of interest), and not accept any freebies or benefits from those they are covering. 
Email

Students may email the professor with questions but should seek answers on the class website first. In all emails, identify yourself and use proper English, good grammar, and respectful language if you expect your instructor to reply.

Respect

Politeness and self-respect are expected in the classroom. No matter what one’s skill level in the subject matter, every student can and will maintain a fundamental level of human decency. Students who are disrespectful will be asked to leave class and marked absent. On-going behavior issues may lead to the student being withdrawn from the course.

Student Learning Goals

By the end of the semester the student will be able to:

· Write well under pressure

· Gather information independently and organize it effectively

· Use desktop publishing equipment and software to produce coherent articles

· Interview subjects effectively and check facts to ensure accuracy

· Describe and analyze ethical issues in news writing

· Identify major historical figures and incidents in the field of journalism

· Write five articles (opinion, review, feature, hard news, sports) that show understanding of how each type is organized and their necessary components

· Be able to apply the basic principles of editing for content, clarity, length, tone and maintenance of fair and balanced position to create articles that are well organized and unbiased
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