CMN 231-  Journalism II - Course Syllabus

Instructor: Asst. Prof. Holly Mathews

Office hrs: Mon, Tues, Wed & Thurs: 3:15-4:15pm in LA 131 
VOICE Meeting: Monday 12-1pm in ET 137

Email: 
mathewsh@mccc.edu 

Website: www.mccc.edu/~mathewsh   or   www.keepithaka.com

The Course

Welcome to CMN 231 – Journalism II. It is expected that students entering this class already possess the basic skills of newswriting and reporting; the goal of this course is to build on those skills so that students learn to report on, write and revise more complex articles and handle more nuanced journalistic projects. 

Supplies
The textbooks used in this is Inside Reporting by Tim Harrower and Best Newspaper Writing 2008-2009 edition; it is recommended that both be purchased online. Students will also need a collegiate dictionary, a folder for papers, a notebook, a stapler, and a pen.

Student Requirements

(
Students must complete all assigned readings
(
Students must write three brief (3-5pg) essays.
(
Students must craft their own article topics, conduct interviews and obtain documents, synthesize the information gathered and present their work in at least three different journalistic styles

(
Grades: Your grade for the course is determined based on the following criteria:

5 articles = 50%

3 essays = 30%

Class participation = 20% (includes coming to meetings and participating, taking on thoughtful and ambitious self-directed projects.)

In order to enroll in this class students must have completed CMN 131 or have instructor permission. 
CMN 231 – Assignments – Fall 2010

*Note: Assignments are subject to change at the instructor’s discretion. 
** VOICE meeting and office hours are not held the week of March 15th – Spring Break.
	Due Date
	Assignment

	Friday, Feb. 5th 
	Article 1 rough draft

	Friday, Feb. 12th 
	Article 1 final draft

	Friday, Feb. 26th 
	Essay 1

	Friday, March 5th 
	Article 2 rough draft

	Friday, March 12th 
	Article 2 final draft

	Friday, March 26th 
	Essay 2

	Friday, April 2nd
	Articles 3 + 4 rough drafts

	Friday, April 9th 
	Articles 3 + 4 final drafts

	Friday, April 23rd 
	Article 5

	Friday, April 30th 
	Article 5

	Friday, May 14th 
	Essay 3


(
Publication: All articles written by students in CMN 231 are considered for publication in Mercer’s student newspaper, the College VOICE. Students may, on occasion, request that their submitted work NOT be considered for publication, but an explanation must be made to the instructor and the editor in chief. 

(
VOICE participation: At the advanced level of Journalism, students must participate in the life of a working newspaper by attending weekly staff meetings of The College VOICE on Monday from 12-1pm in ET 127 conference room. Students who cannot attend for scheduling reasons must contribute through weekly phone or email contact with the Editor-in-Chief, Sara Gatling (sara_gatling@yahoo.com). CMN 231 students must participate in discussions about news content and help generate creative journalistic ideas in concert with the other staff members. 
(
Missing and Late Work: A missing rough draft reduces the final grade by

30%. On final draft days the final draft must be submitted electronically. Any work

that arrives after the deadline will be marked down by 5% on the due day and

50% for each day following. All work must be submitted in order to pass the class.  

(
Attendance: The term “attendance” does not simply mean being physically present at VOICE meetings and meetings with the instructor. Attendance means: being present, having your notebook with you, having all assignments due with you at the start of a session and being prepared to discuss readings. Students can miss two meetings for any reason and do not need to explain their reasons to the instructor. Any student who misses three meetings, no matter what the reason, will be automatically withdrawn from the course. 

(
Essays: The student writes three short essays addressing questions of journalistic writing, practices, ethics and legal issues. 
(
Academic Integrity: Students must abide by the school’s academic

integrity policy and all the journalistic policies as spelled out in the College VOICE policy manual. It is each student’s responsibility to abide by the strictest code of integrity and ethical conduct. Failure to do so will result in immediate disciplinary action. All violations of academic integrity are reported to the Academic Integrity Committee. 

(
Special accommodations: If you have a documented disability, which may require learning, sight, hearing, manual, speech, or mobility accommodations to ensure access to academic activities, please let the instructor know.  Reasonable accommodations are made for all students who need and have a legal entitlement to such accommodations. 
(
Office hours: Spring office hours are held Monday through Thursday from 3:15-4:15pm. 
Student Learning Goals

By the end of the semester the successful student will be able to:

· Write well under deadline pressure

· Make contact with sources without assistance and conduct interviews that yield useful journalistic information

· Use desktop publishing equipment and software to produce thoughtful and thought provoking articles

· Check facts to ensure accuracy and write their own corrections when necessary

· Describe and know how to respond appropriately to a variety of common ethical issues that arise in journalism

· Accurately describe the key legal precedents that apply to journalists (student and non), particularly those cases related to privacy, copyright, libel, and decency

· Write five articles including: 

· one that requires using the Freedom of Information Act or open records laws of New Jersey to gain documents, 

· one that is based on survey or poll data gathered by the student based on sound surveying techniques, 

· one piece of enterprise reporting, 

· one crossfire piece that contains two segments –one supporting and one opposing the central issue—both written supported with adequate research,  

· one topic entirely of the student’s own devising

· Be able to apply the basic principles of editing for content, clarity, length, tone and maintenance of fair and balanced position to create articles that are well organized and unbiased

Essay Topics – 

Note: Students are welcome to come get feedback on rough drafts of essays during the instructor’s office hours. Final drafts may be submitted at any time before the deadlines. 

Essay 1 – Article Comparison - Read at least four selections from Best Newspaper Writing 2008-2009. Write an essay in which you compare two of the selections and take a position regarding the authors’ use of journalistic style. Which article is more successful in its use of journalistic style and why? Support your position with examples from the text using MLA citation. This essay should be between 3 and 5 pages in length, Times New Roman 12 point font, double spaced. 

Essay 2 – Podcast – Students must listen to at least one Student Press Law Center podcast (free via iTunes) then download the actual legal case (usually Supreme Court) that is being discussed and read the full case. In an essay of 3-5 pages, explain the central issues of the case and then explain how the new decision relies on and/or breaks with previous legal precedents (such as Tinker, Hazelwood etc.).

Essay 3 – OPRA – Your final article of the semester requires you to implement either the New Jersey sunshine laws (known as OPRA) or their federal counterpart (FOIA) to obtain records/documents. In an essay of 3-5 pages, describe your experience. What steps did you follow to complete your request? How was your request addressed? Did you have to overcome unexpected hurdles? What were they? Explain. 

Article Assignments – 
Each student generates his or her own article topics on which to write. The following is a list of criteria for assignments. 

· Rough drafts should be at least 350 words in length. Final drafts must be between 750 and 800 words in length (longer final drafts are acceptable). 

· Articles must use AP style and attribution for all sources. 

· Articles are graded on their thoroughness (i.e. strong interviews, examination of all sides of an issue etc.), connection to the readership, newsworthiness, creativity/ingenuity, use of concise sentence structure and proper format and style. Extra points are given for articles that take on ambitious topics and articles that demonstrate particular pluck or determination on the part of the reporter (for example taking the initiative to set up an interview with a prominent person or gaining entrance into an unusual situation such as a prison graduation). 

· All article topic proposals must be submitted to the instructor for review and critique no later than the Monday before the rough draft is due. It is up to the student to be responsible for keeping these proposal deadlines without being reminded. 

· Multiple topics may be submitted (including ones proposed for later articles). If topics for future articles have been approved once by the instructor, they do not have to be approved again during the week prior to the rough draft due date. 

· Topics may be sent to the instructor via email (mathewsh@mccc.edu) or presented in person in hard copy format. 

· Topic proposals should be roughly a paragraph in length and should describe the key questions that will be addressed, the key sources that will be used to gain information, and an explanation of why the topic is newsworthy (refer to criteria of newsworthiness in Inside Reporting).

· Successful topics are ones that clearly relate to the readership in one or more way including: taking on a topic specifically related to a policy or event at Mercer, by choosing a local topic, using an angle that relates to the readership, or including survey data that links the topic to the readership. 
· Students should always be thinking about possible infographics or visual ways of presenting information that might enhance their article. Suggestions for infographics should be made during rough draft submission.

· At least one article should use survey data generated by the student. Students should seek the instructor’s help in crafting suitable questions for surveys.
· The student must write five articles of which one must be an opinion. 

· No more than one article may be a review. 

· No more than two articles may be in the same style. 
· Articles 3 + 4 must be written simultaneously. It is recommended that article 3 be a hard news or feature article and that article 4 be an opinion article that relates to article 3. 

· Article 5 must be investigative in nature and the student must use OPRA or FOIA to gain one or more piece of information that appear in the article.

· Students may write a sixth article for extra credit (in this case, if the sixth article receives a higher grade than an earlier article, it replaces the earlier article’s grade in the final grade determination). 

Readings – 

Students read the course texts to find answers to questions as they go along (and to help them write their essays). There are no specific assigned readings and all readings are done at the student’s own pace. For example, a student struggling with interviews or with survey strategies would be advised by the instructor to read those segments of the text to inform their thinking and help them over the intellectual hurdle they are facing at that time.
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