
CMN 131
Journalism I

Getting Your W’s + H In the Right Order

Whether you are writing a hard news lead or a nut graph for a features story, you need to be mindful of the 5 W’s + H. Not only do you need to answer the key questions, you need to do it in a way that is most effective for your reader. 

RULE: Put the most IMPORTANT part first! Which of your W’s or H is the most unusual, surprising or engaging for your readers? That’s the one that goes in the very first position. 

Example:

	Bad
	On Tuesday, November 6, 2009, at Mercer County College’s West Windsor Campus, as a result of food poisoning from bad meat in the cafeteria, 20 students were taken to the Princeton Medical Center emergency room to have their stomachs pumped. 

	Good
	Food poisoning struck 20 Mercer students who ate bad meat in the cafeteria on Tuesday, November 6. The students were so sick that they had to have their stomachs pumped in the emergency room at Princeton Medical Center.   

	Why
	The first version puts the date (WHEN) first, even though the date isn’t the most significant part of the story. 

The second version tells us WHAT happened and to WHOM first, because that is the most significant element of the story. 


Practice: Look at each sample below and determine which of the versions makes a better lead or nutgraph. 

Sample 1:

	
	Friday, September 11, 2009 students lit candles, sang songs and said prayers at a gathering in the Mercer quad. They held the memorial service to remember the terrorist attacks of 2001.

	
	Friday, September 11, 2009 students gathered in the Mercer quad to for a memorial service to remember the terrorist attacks of 2001. They gathered to light candles, sing songs and say prayers. 

	
	Students lit candles, sang songs and said prayers in the quad. Eight years after the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001 they were having a memorial of the event.  


Sample 2:
	
	Mercer faculty may go on strike if contract negotiations with the administration are not successful soon. 

	
	The fall 2009 semester has begun at Mercer but the faculty and administrators have not yet agreed on the faculty contract. Faculty members may go on strike if negotiations are not successful. It’s possible that students could soon arrive to find no one teaching the classes they’ve paid for. 

	
	Students could soon arrive to find no one teaching the classes they’ve paid this fall. Mercer faculty and administration have not yet agreed on a faculty contract. Faculty may go on strike if contract negotiations are not successful. 


Sample 3:
	
	Mercer students may now have to take more remedial courses because the cut off scores for the tests to get into college level classes have been raised. Students may run out of financial aid before completing their associate’s degree if they end up spending too much on remedial courses that bear no credit. 

	
	Remedial courses at Mercer do not bear college credit towards the associate’s degree, but more and more students are being required to take them. The cut off scores for the test that places students into either remedial or college level classes have been raised. The problem many students may end up facing is that their time in remedial classes ends up using up all their financial aid before they earn their associate’s degree.

	
	Mercer students may run out of financial aid before completing their associate’s degree if they end up spending too much on remedial courses that bear no credit. Students may now have to take more remedial courses because the cut off scores for the tests to get into college level classes have been raised. 


Sample 4

	
	Mercer student, Melanie Kline, may get a large sum of money from Mercer if she wins her law suit against the college. Kline is suing for sexual harassment. She says that a male faculty member touched her inappropriately during a class. 

	
	Melanie Kline, a student, says that she was touched inappropriately by a male faculty member during a class and has filed a sexual harassment suit against Mercer. Kline is seeking monetary damages in her law suit. 

	
	 Mercer is facing a sexual harassment lawsuit. A student says she was touched inappropriately during class by a male faculty member. Mercer may have to pay to settle the case. 
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