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Barack Obama elected 44th US president
By Caroline Fling
The College Voice

Barack Hussein
Obama, the Democratic
senator from Illinois, was
elected 44th president of
the United States on November 4, 2008 after voters
went to the polls in record
numbers. The win marked
a cultural milestone as
the country gained its first
ever
African-American
president.
One constituency
that helped propel Obama
to the White House was
the youth vote. New voters
made up an astounding
11 percent of the voting
population, and Obama
carried that demographic
two-to-one. He also received 95 percent of the
black vote, and 66 percent
of the Hispanic vote.
The financial upheaval and Wall Street
bailout were major events
that affected not only the
voters but also the presidential campaigns. The
voting results and earlier
polling indicate that voters to have felt Obama
had a clearer sense of how
to right the country’s financial woes than his opponent, John McCain (RAZ).
Following television announcements that
indicated Obama had

ELECTORAL VOTES

349
163

2008 electoral map

the

locked up the necessary
270 electoral votes to win,
McCain gave a graceful
and solemn concession
speech to his constituents.

In his acceptance
speech, delivered to a
massive crowed at Grant
Park in Chicago, Obama
praised all those who
voted saying, “This is your

INSIDE OUT

victory.” Political analysts
note, however, that the
victory owed in large part
to Obama’s strategic use
of the Internet for fundraising and his massive

state-by-state ground operations. He also proved
his oratorical capabilities
in numerous speeches
and in three televised debates.
At press time, 56
seats in the Senate belonged to the Democrats
(Republicans had 40,
with four seats still undetermined); this gives the
Democrats a clear majority, but not a filibuster
proof Senate. Also, CNN
reported 252 Democrat
seats in the House of Representatives to 172 seats
for the Republicans. Eleven seats remain undetermined.
Closer to home,
Frank Lautenburg (D-NJ)
was elected to a fifth term
in the United States Senate with 56 percent of the
vote. Congressman Rush
Holt of New Jersey’s 12th
district, which includes
West Windsor, easily defeated his opponent, Alan
Bateman.
Obama will be
sworn into office on January 20, 2009 at which
point he will have to begin
governing a country that
faces massive difficulties
at home and abroad. He
will try to make good on
his campaign promise of
bringing change we can
believe in.

Incarceration + education = liberation
By David Hoyt
The College Voice

The atmosphere in the
gymnasium of the Garden
State Correctional Facility
on the morning of October 16 was one of joy and
hope for its fortieth graduation ceremony. There
were 42 new High School
graduates, 99 GED graduates, and 11 graduates of
Mercer’s own Project Inside.
As the prison
band warmed up with
some guitar riffs, family, friends, teachers, administrators and guards
paced around one side
of the cavernous room,
waiting for the graduates to arrive. The father
of Limuel Billups, one of

the GED graduates, said
the program was “new
to me” and “I think it’s a
good thing.” He said that
he was “very proud” of his
son, with a chuckle and a
look at his wife, he added
maybe his son could “get
a trade and take care of
us.”
Project Inside is
a nine year old program
that allows inmates at facilities like Garden State
to earn college credits towards an associate degree
while serving time. The
classes of Project Inside
are taught by Mercer’s
professors such as Professor Renee Walker, Professor Alvyn Haywood and
many more. By providing education and trade

skills for inmates, Project
Inside aims to ease the
rough transition back into
society.
At last the graduates arrived. The procession was orderly, with
some students strutting a
bit, and all holding their
heads high. Those completing high school wore
gowns of blue and gold,
while those in vocational
programs and Project Inside wore their standard
issue tan uniforms. Excitement, pride and energy seemed to radiate out
of each of the students as
the multitude of speakers
passed their wisdom onto
these young men.
See GRADUATION page 8
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Francisco Villafane graduated highest in his GED
class at Garden State Youth Correctional Facility.
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STUDENT LIFE

You don’t know jack about condoms:
Survey shows Mercer students come up
short where condoms are concerned
By Hanny Badran
Reporter

“My condom broke last
night,” said a Mercer County
College student that asked
to remain anonymous.
A survey of 30 Mercer students set out to learn
what they know about safe
sex. Turns out, many students feel that safe sex is a
must, but most mistakenly
assume that condoms provide complete protection
against everything from
pregnancy to sexually transmitted infections (STIs).
The majority of Mercer
students surveyed believed
that condoms were 100
percent effective for preventing all sexually transmitted diseases, which is
not the case. Several STI’s,
including herpes and HPV,
can be transmitted through
skin contact even with a
condom.
A recent national
study found that one in
four girls aged 14-19 in the
United States has had an
STI. Many experts suggest
that lack of information

and thorough sex education may be contributing to
the epidemic.
Caitlyn Schondek,
a freshman at Mercer said,
“I was taught that condoms
prevented pretty much all
STD’s and STI’s.” Schondek
received some sex education in high school, and the
survey showed those who
had some sex ed were predictably better informed
than those who did not, but
there were still misconceptions. Few realized, for example, that herpes can be
spread even when not visible and even if a condom
is used every time.
Several students
surveyed correctly noted
that condoms were usually
reliable, but that people
were not. Freshman Elliot
Maglio said, “Condoms are
very effective, but the user
still assumes responsibility
to use them properly.”
Many men do
not know that they have
to pinch the reservoir end
of the condom while rolling it on in order to ensure
there will be no spillage.

This information is generally conveyed in sex education classes, but funding
for classes has been cut and
many school now teach abstinence only.
Although it is true
that abstinence is the only
100 percent effective protection against all STI’s
and pregnancy, education
that excludes discussion of
condom usage puts teens
at risk as evidenced by the
alarming rates of STI’s in
this country.
In addition to the
fact that many men do not
know how to put on a condom correctly, most also
purchase the wrong size.
Of course no man wants to
purchase anything short of
an Ultra Super Maximum
Large condom, purchasing
a condom that is too big
increases the likelihood of
slippage and accidents that
can lead to pregnancy and
disease.
Mercer sophomore
Nick Jaroni summed up his
thoughts saying, “A three
dollar box of condoms is
better than a life time of
child support.”

Political condoms? You betcha!
A prophylactic profit from politics
By Hanny Badran
Reporter

Eric Rodriguez’s job requires
him to stand in New York’s
Times Square shouting “Consider the election in your next
erection!”
Usually T-shirts, pins
and bumper stickers are election year advertising staples,
but 2008 took political marketing to a whole new level. PracticeSafePolicy.com
came out with a line of condoms that featured the two
main political candidates’
likenesses and some catchy
slogans on the wrappers.
Obama’s condom
pleads, “Use with good judgment;” while McCain’s condom brags that he is, “Old
but not expired.” Lead Sales
Director for Practice Safe
Policy, Eric Rodriguez, 22,
says “We were looking to put
a commercial side to such a

serious subject like politics,
while still having the underlying intention of practicing
safe sex nation-wide.”
The Obama and McCain condoms have caught
the media’s attention. They
have been featured not only
in AM New York, and Hot
Products magazine but also
in the Alaska Journal for the
company’s special edition
Sarah Palin condom (her slogan reads “When abortion
is not an option!”). Practice
Safe Policy has also been featured on My 9 News.
The political condom
phenomenon started in New
York but has now crossed the
nation. Though the excitement may die down now that
the election is over, Mercer
students were asked to vote
on which of the two condoms
they preferred based on the
visuals alone. Obama got the
campus’ condom vote.

Fashion Trends: baggy be gone
Some Mercer men shift to skinny jeans
By David Patrylow
Reporter
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Mercer freshman Josh
Onorati sports the skinny
jeans look. He notes “The
skinnier the jeans the more
expensive they seem to be.”

Those following fashion trends
at Mercer will note that skinny
jeans for men are back.
Back in the 1950’s, Elvis made girls scream when
they saw his gyrating hips and
tight fitting pants. 1970’s punk
acts like The Ramones and The
Sex Pistols donned what they
referred to as “drainpipe pants,”
skintight denim that they wore
during their performances.
In the late 80’s, bands such as
Guns N’ Roses and KISS ditched
the spandex worn by the glam
rockers and instead went with a
more form fitting jean.
Tight jeans have always
been associated with the “bad
boy” look, as seen with iconic
rebels such as James Dean.
More recently they have been
increasingly prevalent among
indie-rock and emo bands,
such as Fall Out Boy and British band The Libertines which
has done a lot to promote this
growing trend. Seeing the girls
go gaga for the band members
many guys to want to emulate

“I really like the
look a lot of bands
have these days,
but the jeans have
to go with the
look. They can
look really good or
really bad.”
-Ilissa Skinner
the look they see on stage.
“I really like the look a
lot of bands have these days,”
says Ilissa Skinner, a Liberal Arts
major. “But the jeans have to go
with the look. They can look really good or really bad.”
Not all guys are so
quick to hop on the skinny
bandwagon, however. “Seeing
some dudes checking out the
women’s jeans section in stores
is weird, man.” said Steven Sanchez, 18, a Communications
major. “You’ll never see me doing that. It’s not what guys are
supposed to do. I’m not into the
whole tight pants thing. You’re
not a man if you’re in the wrong
section.”

Some women aren’t so
enamored with the shift to skinny for men either.
“I don’t want to date
anyone who I could share jeans
with” says Amanda Fine, an 18
year old Liberal Arts student.
“That just creeps me out.”
Certainly plenty of females around campus sport
the skinny look too. Model Kate
Moss has been recently credited with bringing skinny jeans
back to the public eye,. Moss’s
ex-boyfriend, Libertines front
man Pete Doherty, has likewise
popularized the jeans for men.
Stores like American
Apparel, H&M, and Urban Outfitters are becoming increasingly popular among college
students and skinny jeans are
among their core looks. “My
favorite store is H&M. It’s just
kind of the look they have going,” says Joel Cartagena, an 18
year old Liberal Arts major.
The New York Times
fashion photographer Bill Cunningham commented on the
skinny look in a piece on September 20, 2008 saying, “Now
along comes a younger generation in their early 20s and

they’re neat, precisely dressed,
sleek, nothing exaggerated…
It’s almost like here we have
this financial crisis in this country, and it’s a sobering period;
I think all of these young men
have captured that in the way
they are dressing…I call the look
the ‘thin man,’ but it’s a serious
way of dressing and I think if the
economic situation continues
this is the perfect match for it.”
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The smoking huts draw the largest crowds between 8:30 and
10AM. The hut in front of the MS building is the most popular.

Smoking huts become surprise social hubs
By Mikey Scofield
Reporter

In the fall of 2007, Mercer instated a new Smoking Policy based
on the New Jersey Smoke-Free
Air Act. The stated goal of the
policy is to maintain “a healthy
and safe smoke-free environment for students, faculty, staff
and visitors.” One key feature
of the effort was the addition
of smoking huts positioned at
a distance from buildings. Requiring that smokers limit their
activities to these areas has had
unusual and perhaps unintended consequences. For many
students the huts have become
one of the few places on campus where they can easily meet
and make new friends.

“I’ve met more people outside
smoking than I have in the
classroom.” Said Nicole Vulk,
a chemistry major, and sophomore at Mercer. “Smoking is
like a support group of doing
a bad thing, your whole society rejects smoking, so you’re
all empathizing with each other, and bonding. [It’s] a great
equalizer of social status,” says
Joanne Scofield, Hamilton resident and ex-smoker.
A VOICE survey aimed
to get an inside look at the factors that may be inspiring the
smoking social life phenomenon.
Of the 30 smokers interviewed, the vast majority (93
percent) felt that smoking increased socializing and 83 percent said they were more likely

to smoke in a social circle than
alone.
“I met most of my
friends [at a smoking station].
I didn’t meet any of my friends
until I started smoking at the
station in front of the Allied
Sciences building (MS) ,” said
Marya Shteynberg, a graphic
design major.
Sixty percent of those
surveyed said they found it easier to start a conversation with
new people when cigarettes
were involved. Only 10 percent
said they’d be more apt to initiate conversation with someone
new in class or elsewhere on
campus.
While 57 percent of
those surveyed said they came
to the huts more for the smoking than anything else, a least

one person said he came solely
for the social interaction.
There is medical research that indicates that
chemicals in tobacco react to
a certain part of the brain that
can reduce social anxiety. This
may contribute to social nature
of smoking, but the structures
themselves may do even more.
The huts are some of
the highly visible places on
campus where students are able
to congregate and form fluid
social groups around a specific
activity. Unlike clubs that meet
at specific hours, the smoking
huts are always open. Unlike
classrooms and computer labs,
the smoking huts are places
where students can talk openly.
Certainly there is some
social space in the lower level

of the student center, but it
has drawbacks. The eating area
is not an environment where
it’s easy to come and go. A self
conscious teen might be more
hesitant to sit down at a table
and eat a 15 minute lunch with
a stranger than he would be to
stand around for three minutes
to have a smoke.
A broader survey of
smoker and non smoker students at Mercer would give a
clearer picture of what motivates students. Nevertheless,
the evidence gathered does
suggest one thing for certain:
Mercer students are looking for
ways to connect and in the absence of similarly convenient
healthy alternatives, many are
taking refuge in the smoking
huts.

THINGS TO DO: Writers at Rutgers series presents Oliver Sacks
By Leah Hodge
Reporter

On October 29, Oliver Sacks
came to Rutgers University to
speak as part of the Writers at
Rutgers series. He spoke on the
topic of creativity and the brain
as part of his book tour for the
newly revised and expanded
paperback version of his Musicophilia, Tales of Music and
the Brain.
Sacks may be familiar
to many from the Oscar-nominated movie adaptation of his
book “Awakenings” starring
Robin Williams and Robert De
Niro.
The book was about
the time Sacks spent in 1966 at
the Beth Abraham Hospital in
the Bronx. He was working as
a consulting neurologist when
he met an unusual group of
patients that he recognized as
survivors of the great pandemic
of sleeping sickness that had
taken place from 1916 to 1927.
These patients had spent decades in frozen states, unable
to initiate any movement. He
treated them with a then-experimental drug called L-dopa,
which brought these people
back to life, albeit temporarily.
Sacks has gone on to an impres-

sive career as a doctor and author and is currently working at
Columbia University.
One of the first things
Sacks said to the two packed
rooms full of college students
was, “I did not like school. Museums and libraries were my
teachers.”
Although few college
students hang out in museums
and libraries learning as much
as they can, Sacks’s opening remarks made him seem easy to
relate to and sympathize with
which, in turn, made the lecture
more engaging and enjoyable.
He went on to tell the
crowd that even though the lecture was supposed to be about
creativity and the brain, he
would only go on to talk about
creativity by itself.
His first discussion
point was about an autistic boy
named Stephen Wiltshire who
has Savant Syndrome, which is
when a person with a disability has an exceptional talent of
skill in a particular area. In Wiltshire’s case his skill is his ability
to draw.
At the age of six he began to draw amazingly detailed
pictures; elaborate buildings
being his favorite. In the be-
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Oliver Sacks has written many books; his latest is Musicophilia: Tales of Music and the Brain.
ginning Wiltshire just copied
identically off a picture or a
building he would see, and did
not show much creativity. But
after going to Russia and seeing
the “mushroom domed buildings”, as Sacks put it, he began
to improvise, adding this type of
structure to modern buildings.
Even someone like Stephen Wiltshire needed something to inspire him to be cre-

ative. Sacks said, “All creative
people look back and think
of people who have affected
them.” He said young artists go
to museums to see the old artists, and start off their careers
being influenced by the people
who went before them. 		
But in order to find
themselves they need to go beyond this influence. There also

needs to be something to be
creative about, something about
the status quo that you are not
content with. Another need is
parents and teachers that allow
imagination and individuality.
The lecture was powerful, articulate and well received.
For more on the Writers at Rutgers Series visit
www. mcccvoice.org.
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We’ve got spirit yes we do!

Losing our religion?

Student pride survey shows Mercer students grapple with questions of faith
services and Wednesday Bible on man-made rituals or pracstudies every week.
tices instead of on God himMercer competitive with TCNJ
DeVestern, on the oth- self.” He further explains that it
By Mabel Duran-Sanchez
Reporter

By Jackie Pachuta
Reporter

Many people used to feel like
Mercer freshman Ieva Binderyte
who says, “It’s not a good thing
to go to community college, I
think most kids are here
because they messed
up in high school or
didn’t get a good
enough score on
the SAT.”
But
times and expectations of community colleges
are changing.
Community colleges
were once stereotyped as being “thirteenth
grade.” Some acted as if the lower
cost suggested
lower
quality,
but those views
are rapidly disappearing.
A recent
film and TV program with dedisurvey of 30 Mercer students cated professors.” Among them
suggests that most Mercer stu- is TV professor Steve Voorhees
dents are proud to attend and who notes that, “Only a few
feel they are getting as good an schools in New Jersey have a
education as they would any- cable TV station and Mercer is
where else.
one of them; that is something
Emily Lukasewycz, for to be proud of.”
example, said, “Mercer [has]
Marco Ramirez, a 39
exceeded my expectations. I year old student who came back
thought it would be like high to Mercer after earning an Asschool but it’s really not.”
sociates degree years ago said,
Kelsey McManimon, “Going back to school for recrea second year student and an ational purposes is better than
employee at Mercer’s bookstore other hobbies I could be getting
notes that, “A lot
into.”
of people come in
It’s proven that
“Mercer [has]
and buy Mercer
Mercer students
exceeded my
shirts, some people
have school spireven buy the whole
expectations. I
it, but how does
outfit.” Freshman
thought it would that compare to
Kelsey Devlin was
the school pride
found
browsing be like high school of students who
the bookstore and but it’s really not.” attend a four
explained that she
-Emily Lukasewycz
year university?
was excited to be
While the survey
purchasing clothes
of Mercer stuwith a college logo for the first dents found that almost 85 pertime.
cent of students had strong feelMany students feel ings of school pride, a similar
that Mercer is a good place for survey conducted at The Colthem to start their education. lege of New Jersey found fully
Freshman Antonio Rodriguez 100 percent of those surveyed
said, “I’m just happy to con- had school pride.
tinue my education; Mercer is
One of many students
an awesome stepping stone, socializing in the school’s café
especially for kids who are still was senior Priscilla Ramos who
figuring out what they want to said, “I love TCNJ because I’m
do.” Brian Bethke, a third year involved in a lot of fulfilling acstudent said, “I didn’t want to tivities, like being an ambassago to college [after high school] dor.” Junior Danielle Petrosino
but then I registered at Mercer.” said, “I love that everyone is so
He added, “Now, I’m glad I did friendly here because it feels
because Mercer helped me fig- like home.”
ure out what I wanted to do with
It’s possible that the
my life.”
residential life at four year colFrequently, students leges fosters somewhat more
who have already graduated school spirit than is found on
come back to pay Mercer a visit two-year campuses, but as
every once in a while. Former more students turn to two-year
student Rob Liedtka said, “I colleges for their lower tuitions
liked my time at Mercer, I wish and excellent programs, comit was a four year school.” He munity colleges are seeing a
added, “[Mercer] had a great surge in student pride.

We are bombarded by religious
images, questions and events.
From September 11 to the Israeli and Palestinian conflict, from
Jeremiah Wright to Sarah Palin
being protected from witches by
Thomas Muthee, many people
are left asking: is religion really
a good thing?
Michael
Szubrowski
and Michael DeVestern, apart
from just sharing the same
name, are both sophomore students at Mercer County Community College. However, they
have two completely different
views when it comes to religion.
Szubrowski is a member as well
as the treasurer of the Christian
Fellowship Club here at Mercer,
while DeVestern is an atheist.
Szubrowski grew up in
a non-religious home but came
to religion at the age of 13 with
encouragement from his sister.
He considers himself a devout
Christian, is an active member
of his church, attending Sunday

er hand, does not follow any
religion and does not believe in
a God. He grew up in a Roman
Catholic home, and now only
attends religious services during the holidays, he said, “if I’m
forced to.”
“It’s a good fairytale,”
DeVestern responded when
asked about the validity of
the Bible. He believes religion
was created for convenience,
“keeping us happy thinking
that there’s something to look
forward to after death.” On the
contrary, Szubrowski believes
the Bible is “significantly valid”
and lives his life based on its
teachings.
Surprisingly,
Szubrowski, admits like many
others, “I don’t take religion
seriously. I take a personal relationship with Jesus Christ as
my savior, seriously.” He also
believes that “Religion blinds
people and builds up barriers,
as well as keeps people focused

is because of this that the world
faces so many problems, as we
“deviate from God’s plan” and
therefore, act in a sinful manner
by creating differences where
there aren’t any.
Szubrowski uses religion as a guide to reach a connection with God, nevertheless,
religion is not his main focus. “I
now have the confidence that
God has a plan for my life, and I
do not have to worry about making all my own decisions knowing that God is always there to
guide me in the right direction.”
Conversely, DeVestern is confident that he, and only he, has
control of his life.
Szubrowski and DeVestern have starkly contrasting
perspectives on the value of religion, but they both agree that
religion is an idea created by
man, and it is a form of power
and control which many times
has lead us to violence and corruption.

REVIEW: Bill Maher’s new comedy-documentary,
Religulous, asks us to question our faith
By Mabel Duran-Sanchez
Reporter

“Why doesn’t God
obliterate the devil and therefore get rid of evil in the world?”
This is just one of the many
questions Bill Maher asks in his
controversial documentary Religulous.
Maher, current host of
HBO’s Real Time, a stand up
comedian and political commentator, and Larry Charles,
director of Borat: Cultural
Learnings of America for Make
Benefit Glorious Nation of Kazakhstan, made the film in order to examined why people
believe. Maher and Charles
focus on Christianity, Judaism,
and Islam.
The fact that the title of
the movie is a combination of
the words religion and ridiculous, may already give an insight into the producers’ views.
To many, the documentary’s
criticism of religion may be offensive, but the questions it
raises are legitimate. The viewer
is forced to think about, reevaluate and clarify his or her own
religious stance.
Throughout
Religu-

lous, Maher confronts everyday
people and also talks to experts
such as, Dr. Jose Luis de Jesus
Miranda, founder and leader of
Growing in Grace International
Ministry, Dr. Andrew Newberg,
author of Why We Believe What
We Believe, and Senator Mark
Pryor of Arkansas.
“You’re a senator. It
worries me that people are running my country who believe in
a talking snake,” said Maher to
Senator Pryor. Regardless of the
religion, Maher is astonished
by how even what he considers
to be “smart people” believe in
what he describes as “irrational” or “illogical” ideas. Biblical
stories like Adam and Eve and
the talking snake, Noah’s Ark,
and Jonah and the whale, are all
examples.
Maher concludes the
documentary with a plea for
reevaluation. He is aware of the
fact that it is human nature to
believe in some type of divine
force, and that this divinity provides us with a sense of understanding of our surroundings.
However, he argues that this is
many times the source of our
problems and not necessarily
the solution.

Religulous is a controversial, focusing on the negative
aspects of religion and often
depicting people as puppets of
their own religions. However, it
is an extremely humorous film
that truly gets you thinking.
In the end, Maher
shows that there is nothing
wrong with questioning your
faith. In addition, staying away
from things that may challenge
your beliefs will never help give
you a full grasp of where you
stand. Instead, the film shows
that by avoiding these challenges, we might as well raise a
white flag to surrender our own
religious credibility.
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ON THE STREETS: Interview with a Trenton gang member
By Patrick Lee
Reporter

The streets of Trenton, NJ are
overrun by street gangs, leading
to numerous crimes of robbery,
assault, and homicide. Bloods,
Crips, Latin Kings and MS-13
are just some of the names of
the street gangs that plague
the city. What exactly is life like
living day by day amongst the
violence and drug distribution?
What is life like for a gang member?
The following VOICE
interview was conducted with
a member of the Bloods street
gang in Trenton who asked not
to have his name used.
VOICE: First I want to thank
you for allowing us to interview you on this topic. So to
start off, why would anyone
join a gang?
BLOOD: I mean there are different reasons why somebody
would want to get down with a
gang. Some do it for protection,
some do it for fun, some do it
to make money. It depends on
the person and who you ask. Me
personally, I got into something
that involved my friends and
some of my family, so a decision
had to be made by me to join or
suffer the consequences.
VOICE: Despite the negative
side, are there any benefits to

joining a gang?
BLOOD: Well like I said [there
is] protection from people that
try to harm you or your family.
Getting money is a big factor.
That’s basically the main reason people join, because they
don’t want to try to get a job or
they feel its too hard to get a job
so they make money in other
ways.
VOICE: So what is the flip side,
the negatives to being in a
gang?
BLOOD: It sometimes turns out
that the people that mostly want
to harm you are the people you
thought were protecting you.
Plus the negative perceptions
that are put on gangs, mine in
general.
People think we just go
around selling drugs, killing and
beating people up, and tearing
down the neighborhoods. Not
all of us are like that. Most are
though, and that’s where the
problems set in.
Our gang was made to
build up our community and
overcome oppression from the
police, but somewhere along
the line, everything got all
messed up, so we couldn’t be
what we were supposed to be.
We became something
else, the bad people that the
newspapers and TV make us
out to be. But like I said before,

ISTOCKPHOTO

all of us are not like that.
VOICE: How do you explain the
recent activities of gangs over
the past five years?
BLOOD: I don’t know. I don’t
know how to explain it. A lot of
people don’t realize that it’s survival of the fittest out here, and
when certain people’s backs are
against the wall, they act out of
anger or revenge.
People have to eat,
too. Money has to be made
someway, somehow. The way
money is made on the streets is
no different
than the way
money has
been made in
this country
for hundreds

of years, its just that they make
our way illegal for some reason.
The killing, and violence that
happens is not right. Don’t get it
twisted. I don’t condone it, but
at the same time, people act out
when they can’t get what they
want or need.
VOICE: What do you think can
be done to change the perception of gangs?
BLOOD: I don’t know if that can
ever be changed. You can always try, but it’s a long shot. It
would take something serious
to really get people to stop and
think about what they are doing, and the lives that they are
taking. This upcoming election seems to be the start of it,
though. Barack Obama seems

to be the way to go. If he gets
elected, then there are no more
excuses. I think he would be able
to give the urban community
more chances as far as making
money is concerned, and honestly, that’s all this world cares
about is money.

to read
additional
excerpts from
this interview,
visit the voice
online at:
mcccvoice.org
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Next year the show gets a new ringmaster
By Daisuke Katsumata
Reporter

Guillaume Dufresnoy, Big
Apple Circus’s vice president and general manager will be taking over as
artistic director and ringmaster succeeding the
retiring Paul Binder next
year.
Dufresnoy has
what he describes as a
very solid collaboration
with Binder. What made
[it] successful was that
roles were clearly defined,
Dufresnoy says, but the
two also exchanged views,
impressions, and creative
direction.
“I see my charge
as being very respectful to
what the Big Apple Circus
was and stands to be, but
at the same time to bring
something fresh,” says
Dufresnoy.
During
his
younger years, Dufresnoy
had once considered engineering as a possible
career. But as chance
would have it, his high
school sweetheart was interested in the circus. She
took classes to become a
performer, and one of her
teachers suggested the
two of them try an act together. One thing lead to
another.
It was completely
unexpected, but it turned
out to become a defining moment, “You never

know where life will take
you,” says Dufresnoy.
When
asked
about the dynamics of
circus life, Dufresnoy said
that some things were not
so out-of-the-ordinary as
one would think. He likened the life and schedules of the performers (he
himself was a performer
before he became part of
the executive staff of the
circus) as very similar to
actors and other workers
in show business.
“When I talked to
other professionals and
executives, the causes of
stress are very similar,”
says Dufresnoy, “the living quarters are also nicer
than some of the small
apartments in New York
I’ve been in.”
Unlike other careers, however, Dufresnoy
notes that conflicts and
tensions are often resolved much faster at the
circus due to the integration of professional and
personal life, something
not possible in an office
job.
“In the circus,
hard work and honesty
are important, you can’t
fake it,” says Dufresnoy,
“Whether an acrobat
somersaults, or a tent boss
puts tents up, if it works, it
works, if it doesn’t, it’s obvious.”

PHOTO MIKE KAY

PHOTO MIKE KAY

PHOTO MIKE KAY

Above: Paul Binder, one of Big Apple’s founders, will be retiring from the role of ringmaster after this season.
Bottom left: Sarah Schwartz on high wire. Bottom right: the LaSalle Brothers juggling act.

PHOTO MIKE KAY

Left: Barry
Lubin as
Grandma the
clown and
Mark Gindick
engage in
watery antics
during the
“Singing in
the Rain”
number.
Bottom:
a trained
Shetland
pony amazes
delighted fans
of all ages and
walks of life.

PHOTO MIKE KAY

Nothing tops the big top
By Daisuke Katsumata
Reporter

All around there is the excited chatter of over 1,700
people of all ages settling
into their seats under the
striped canvas of the big
top; the entire place is a
beehive of anticipation.
Many are wearing bright
red clown-style nose puffs
and tugging excitedly at
each others’ sleeves, waiting for the show to begin.
At last, complete with the
uniquely intimate interaction between performer and audience that only
a one-ring circus like Big
Apple Circus can provide,
it begins.
The Big Apple
Circus presents the new
show, “Play On!” now
through January 18, 2009
in Damrosch Park at Lincoln Center in New York
City. As always in its
30 year history, the acts
are organized around a
theme, and in “Play On!”
it is music. The synchronized
choreography,
matching sets, and costumes all tie in to the mu-

sical theme.
The clowns outdid
themselves in a “Singin’
in the Rain” number. The
klutzy, but lovable Grandma played by Barry Lubin,
and Grandma’s foil played
by Mark Gindick, engaged
in a wet and hilarious give
and take. A certain audience member even got
wet from the “rain” of the
performance; it’s hard to
beat that in terms of engaging your audience.
Other particularly memorable performances included many
of the traditional circus
acts, but each had a new
vibrancy and flare.
The tightrope artist Sarah Schwarz demonstrated her feline sense of
balance to the tune of a
fiery jazz number.
Chinese
vase
balancer Guiming Meng
performed amazing feats
of skill by balancing progressively larger vases on
top of his head. He even
added additional elements such as spinning
and rotating his body

underneath.
Each exploit was accompanied
by dramatic instrumentals, which added robust
punctuations to the coolbut-don’t-tr y-this-athome act.
The Nanjing Duo,
An Nan and Zhu Zhengzhen, also from China,
performed pair acrobatics
with the graceful woman
balancing atop her partner’s shoulders and head
on her toes like a ballerina. The pair trained for 14
years together to perform
the feat, and the results
were spectacular as the
crowd the gasped in awe.
The magic, marvel, and energy of a live
performance are all the
hallmarks of the Big Apple Circus, and a perfect
escapist seasonal treat for
the audience.
The pleasure of
a circus experience can
best be summed up by
five-year old Shulamith
who said with a twinkle in
her eye, “The circus was
really fun!”

Entertainment
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Celebrity
Scoop
SARAH PALIN HACKED
David
Kernell, 20,
has been
charged with
“hacking”
into vicepresidential
nominee
Sarah Palin’s Yahoo e-mail
account. The college student
posted screenshots of e-mails
Palin had recieved and gave
access to others.

MARKY MARK TO MARRY
Mark Wahlberg has
announced
his plans to
marry his
long time girl
friend, Bhea
PHOTO | MCCARTER THEATRE

Richard Schiff former start of NBC’s The West Wing, and Broadway up-and-comer Margot White star in Talley’s Folly at
Princeton’s McCarter Theatre. The elaborately designed set proves to be a versatile member of the cast.

Love takes the stage at McCarter
By Daniela Weinapple
Reporter

PHOTO | MCCARTER THEATRE

PHOTO | MCCARTER THEATRE

Matt Friedman (Richard
Schiff) and Sally Talley
(Margot White) find humor
and love despite adversity in
Talley’s Folly at Princeton’s
McCarter Theatre.

When it comes to love
stories, many follow the same
underlying theme: two unsuspecting lovers must delay their
love from blossoming due to
conflicts with their lives, families
or both. The play Talley’s Folly
follows this same tone, yet still
manages to be fresh and entertaining in its own original way.
The production of Talley’s Folly at Princeton’s McCarter Theatre tells the story of Matt
Friedman, an Eastern European
Jewish immigrant played by actor Richard Schiff, and Sally Talley, a young woman who lives in
the small town of Lebanon, Missouri, played by actress Margot
White. The show was directed by
Marchell M. Mason, and played
at McCarter from October 12 to
November 2.
Matt and Salley are
the only characters that appear
throughout the 97 minute play,
held without intermission. The
show begins with a comedic
monologue from the charac-

ter of Matt as played by Schiff
breaks the fourth wall by speaking directly to the audience. The
monologue was extremely funny
and the laughter did not stop
when the monologue ended, but
continued throughout the show.
Jokes ranged from slapstick,
such as when Matt tries to walk
with ice skates on, to the more
mature.
Along with frequent comedic relief, Talley’s Folly had
serious elements as well, many
of which revolve around the
hardships each character faced
during the time period of 1944.
The fluctuation of Salley and
Matt’s conversation takes the
audience on a rollercoaster of
emotions ranging from laughter
to sadness.
Schiff and White were
highly effective at capturing the
audience by making them feel
what the characters are feeling
through strong acting. White
made Sally easy to sympathize
with and Schiff did a remarkable
job playing Matt in a way that
made me root for him through-

out the play.
Ned Harmor, a second
year Mercer student who is majoring in liberal arts and attended the play said, “The actors really did a great job. They made it
seem so real and natural.” When
asked if he would recommend
Talley’s Folly, Harmor said, “Absolutely!”
Indeed, the play was a
winner. The only downside was
the level of concentration it required in order to keep up with
what was going on. Since it stars
only two characters and does not
change setting throughout the
play, the audience must listen
closely to keep up. There were a
few times where I found myself a
bit lost as the result of not paying
enough close attention.
For those that enjoy
love stories, want to laugh out
loud, and don’t have a short attention span, Talley’s Folly is
perfect.

Kelsey Theatre offers nostalgia in Dames at Sea
By Zarina Dzhumabaeva
Reporter

The musical Dames at
Sea was “written at the time of
the Great Depression, when people sought entertainment that
provided a world of fantasy that
was an escape from their otherwise discouraging lives,” says
Pete LaBriola who directed the
production at the Kelsey Theater.
As our own economy founders,
perhaps 2008 is the perfect time
to go back in time and enjoy this
sort of escapist fun.
Dames focuses on
Ruby, played with gusto by Melissa Rittmann. Ruby comes to
New York City, all the way from
Utah, with only her dreams and
a suitcase with her tap dancing
shoes in it. Through a series of
serendipitous turns she ends up

falling in love and landing a starring role in a Broadway show all
in 24 hours!
The scenery and lighting were solid, but the real power
of the production came from the
strong performance by Melissa
Rittmann as Ruby. Her dancetapping and incredibly strong
voice made her the center of the
audience’s attention. Rittmann
and the rest of the cast also kept
the audience laughing with well
timed humor.
“Comedy is serious
business. Doing comedy is always more difficult,” says LaBriola, the director from Pierrot Productions. He goes on to note that
“the show itself is a spoof, you
can see a lot of other musicals
in it. This musical is designed to
look something like many other
shows, and in fact it is pieces of

all the others.” Although Dames
is both an amalgam and send up
of other musicals, it feels original
and fresh.
“What a great play! It’s
magical and beautiful!” could be
heard from a woman walking out
the theater.
When asked if this was
his first time attending the Kelsey
Theatre, George Applebaum, 85,
said, “We have subscription to
other places and here, and find it
equally enjoyable. We come here
all the time for the shows with
the cookies,” he emphasized the
cookies . During the intermission, there are cookies next to
the entrance door with a little
box for cookie donation funds.
“And I find it to be a very pleasant and satisfying theatrical experience,” he added.
Many of the patrons,

Durham, next August. Wahlberg described the wedding
to be “Catholic church, small,
family only, no media!”.
Wahlberg and Durham have
three children.

A SHORT RECKLESS DRIVER
Actor Gary
Coleman
pleaded
not guilty
early last
month to
charges of
reckless
driving,
and disorderly conduct. The
actor alledgedly assaulted a fan
at a bowling alley. Coleman
faces a maximum sentence of
six months.

BECKHAMS ROBBED
David and
Victoria
Beckham,
were robbed
last month.
The couple
noticed
some of their
possesions
on an
internet auction site and
called the police. The couple’s
housekeeping staff have
been placed under arrest and
questioned as suspects in the
case. The situation remains
unresolved.

DR. PHIL CHEATS

like Applebaum, looked as if
they might have seen Dames
when it first came out on Broadway in 1966 and it was nostalgic
for them even then, but younger
people could easily enjoy this refreshing show.

Dr. Phil McGraw, may have
advice for everyone but himself.
He has been caught cheating
on his wife of 31-years, Robin
McGraw. His wife found out
after the “other woman” spilled
the beans. This isn’t the first
time he has been accused of
cheating. In 2002, his ex-wife,
Debbie Higgins McCall, came
forward about his infidelities
that caused their breakup.

JUSTICE & E
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TRENDS IN U.S. PRISON HISTORY

“In the court-roo
m
two bailiffs. The
judge seemed
nesses. There we
re no citizen
how justice was
administered i
list of cases befo
re him and ca
glanced at a bailif
f. “Vagrancy, y
said his Honor. Th
e hobo sat do
name and anothe
r hobo was ris
The trial of that ho
bo
trial of the next ho
bo came off w
your Honor,” and
his Honor said
fifteen seconds
to a hobo - and
th
- Jack London

1990-Present

The amount of incarcerated felons and
offenders rose to over 2.2 million. Building
new prisons becomes big business as old
ones can no longer house all the inmates.
recidivism rates soar as education programs
receive little funding.

1980’s
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GSYCF graduates toss their caps into the air in celebration of graduation.

Prison graduates strive to
overcome despite mistakes
By David Hoyt
The College Voice

Cont. from pg. 1
Speakers included Rev.
Charles E. Atkins, Willis Morton, Patty Friend,
and Cecily R. Ouimet who
said that “out of tragedy,
something good can happen,” and that each of the
students should reach beyond adversity and make
something of themselves.
The only blemish was the
unexplained absence of
the keynote speaker Robert H. Yancey Sr.
However,
each
of these faculty members
was eclipsed when the
student speaker, Francisco
Villafane, stepped to the
podium.
Villafane was
the valedictorian of his
graduating class boasting
the class’s highest score
on the GED exam scoring
well over 3000 out of 4000
points.
His speech built
upon the fact that each of
his classmates had been
given a second chance in
life and that change and
self-improvement
were
paramount to their futures.
Villafane
said
there are three types of
people in the world; those
who don’t know their own
potential, those who do
but don’t work to unlock
it, and finally those who
do and strive to surpass
their own potential. With a
smile, he said that he now
believed his classmates
had achieved that third

distinction.
Rounding out his
speech with “tomorrow is
not given to anyone, but is
always worth striving for,”
Villafane’s words were met
with thunderous applause.
As Dorothy Masciotti, the supervisor of
Education, pronounced
the class graduated, the
students threw their caps
in the air and the band
kicked into a Stevie Wonder number arranged by
their instructor, Dante Coluccio.
Miguel Irizarry, a
member of Project Inside
who gets out next year and
hopes to come to Mercer,
said that he credited Mercer Professor of Communications, Alvyn Haywood
for motivating him. He
hopes to eventually earn
a BA and become a counselor.
Irizarry said that
the “experience I have
been through has meant a
lot. If I could touch someone else’s life so that they
would not come here and
experience what I did,
I would do it.” The going was not always easy
for Irizarry. He said that
“[there were] moments I
wanted to give up…but I
kept going ‘cause in the
end it would pay off. It’s
one thing I told myself: not
to give up.”
Another Project
Inside graduate, William
Davis, shared similar sentiments. He said that “if

you can achieve in a college course, you feel that
you can achieve anything.”
Once released he plans
to go to Mercer, complete
an Associates in business
management and go on to
a university.
Davis was one of the members who had aged out of
project inside after taking
all the classes offered. The
Garden State Correctional
Facility is only for men who
were juveniles at the time
of their arrest, but due to
the differing length of each
inmate’s sentences, many
are not released until they
are in their thirties.
According
to
Project Inside coordinator
Dr. Renee Walker, the plan
is for the age requirement
of Project Inside to be
shifted to 35 starting next
September so that more
inmates can benefit.
Project
Inside
aims at curbing recidivism
which is an inmate’s return to crime after release
and subsequent re-incarceration. Statistics show
Project Inside has a 31.3
percent recidivism rate
compared to the State’s
rate of 78 percent, proving what all those present
to witness the graduation
already know: prison education works.

quotes from GREAT priso

With stricter drug laws
and mandatory minimum
sentencing, the prison
population rises sharply.
Rehabilitation as a goal
becomes politically
unpopular and education
programs diminish.

“The warden said to me th
(innocently, I think), “Say,
why come the black boys
like the white boys do?”
I lowered my jaw and scra
and said (innocently, I thi
I ain’t for sure, but I recko
we ain’t got no wheres to
” -Etheridge Knight

1960-1970
With prisoners now idle, prisons embrace
the idea of rehabilitation once more. By the
1960’s and 70’s prisons are adding more
programs for education.

“I’ve wanted somehow to convey to
the atmospheric pressure, you mig
be seriously a long term prisoner in
That sentence does not adequately
wanted to convey to you what it me
ter a childhood spent in penal instit
so long, it’s difficult to remember ex
get there. So long, your fantasies o
longer easily distinguishable from w
free world is really like. So long, tha
identical to a free man’s dreams of
to the free world...”
-Jack Henry Abbott

1920’s
Fair labor critics and humanitarian
critics managed to impose major restrictions on prison labor. Old style
chain gangs begin to fade out.

Late 1800’s
Two systems of imprisonment
emerge. The first, begun in Auburn,
NY (below) favored prisoners working together in silence all day. The
second required solitary prayer all
day. Working made money for the
prisons, so Auburn’s system won
out and was widely adopted.

Early 1800’s
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For professors who teach in prison

Views of Mercer profs who have tau
By Melissa Drift
Reporter
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The Garden State band provides an upbeat atmosphere for the graduation with
their tight covers of favorites by Stevie Wonder and others.

Once upon a time
teaching college classes in
prisons actually resemble
the kind of images and stereotypes of prisons that we
see on TV.
Dean of Liberal
Arts, Robin Schore was
originally hired by Mercer
in 1972 to teach English
composition at four prisons,
including the maximum security Trenton State as part
of the now defunct, Prison
Education Network Program. Back then, Mercer

had its own prison teaching
department.
“It was very exciting because you never knew
if you were going to get into
the prison, because it might
be locked down. There were
riots, attacks, and assaults.
They once found a gun in
the library,” Schore says.
Professor
Carlo
Alfare taught Phisical Science Concepts 111, the basic science elective, prisons
for a semester in the late
70’s. For a lab, they used a
converted bus, in which the
seats had been replaced by
lab benches. Alfare says of

the attitude of the students
in the program, “You’d think
you have a captive audience, even in prison they’d
be absent. If they weren’t,
they got a good deal.” The
inmates were required to either work or go to school
All of this was funded by the state of NJ. But by
the 80’s, prison rehabilitation began to fall out of favor. As Robin Schore says, “it
became politically unpopular for the state to educate
prisoners.”
The state is required to educate prisoners through the high school

EDUCATION

on writers



PEOPLE WHO DID TIME AND DID GOO

D
Ken Kesey

were the sixteen
prisoners, the ju
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your Honor,” said
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“Thirty days.” Th
us it went like clo
ckwork,
hirty days.”

1935-2001
Kesey wrote “one
flew over the
cuckoo’s nest.”
he was arrested
for marijuana
possession
and spent five
months in a jail
in oregon.

MARTIN LUTHER
KING JR.

he other day
etheridge,
don’t run off

1929-1968
Wrote his famous
“letter from a
birmingham jail”
in 1963 after
being arrested
during a nonviolent protest
in alabama.
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Malcolm X
1925-1965
Wrote his famous
autobiography
while serving six
years for larceny
and breaking
and entering.
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O. Henry

1862-1910
This famous
American writer
was known for
his witty short
stories. he served
five years for
embezzlement,
spending his time
in stir working
as a prison
pharmacist.

ns, the times are changing
there.
Typical Project Inside participants are non
violent offenders, the vast
majority of whom are in for
drug offenses. The aim of
this federally funded program is to teach job and
general life skills, the lack
of which, is what may have
caused many of the inmates
to be incarcerated in the
first place.
Professor
Alvyn
Haywood who teaches
Communications classes in
the Project Inside program
now says, “It was a pivotal
point, correction and education come together... how

inmates will re-enter society ... the more education they receive, the less
chance they will go back to
whence they came.” That
has proven true. Participants in the program are
31.3 percent likely to reoffend and end up back in
prison. That sounds like a
lot, but that same number
for those not in the program is 78 percent.
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A new way to fight crime
To restore justice victims must
forgive, offenders must repent
By Susana Sanchez
The College Voice

In Mercer County, alone,
police arrested 3, 878 juveniles in 2005 according to
the last FBI available statistics.
A great percentage
these young offenders arrested in New Jersey come
from neighborhoods with
high rates of violence, poverty and unemployment,
and once the offenders are
released from detention
centers they return to these
troubled communities. Under such circumstances,
many of them enter a cycle
of being in and out of detention facilities, according to
Legal Services of New Jersey, (LSNJ).
Familiar with Mercer County Juvenile Center,
a group of committed Mercer residents felt the need
to create a program to help
juvenile offenders to admit
guilt and being reincorporated to their communities. Therefore, they created
Mercer County Coalition
for Restorative Justice, (MCCRJ).
According to its
mission, MCCRJ intends to
“Restore broken relationships and heal individuals
and communities.”
The program is
oriented to help first time
youth offenders who have
committed non violent
crimes to have restorative
justice, says Edward Martone. Martone is the Public
Education and Policy Director of New Jersey Association of Correction and as
well as MCCRJ co-founder
and treasurer.
MCCRJ requires
the cooperation of the township police to operate.
In 2005 the Attorney General Peter C.
Harvey ordered all police
departments in New Jersey to use “Station House
Adjustment” to resolve issues dealing with juveniles.

ught in prisons from 1970’s to today
level if they need it, but for
many years in NJ, there was
little prison education beyond that.
Since 1999, however, there’s
been a major change. One of
the programs that has been
added is called Project Inside. Prisoners between the
ages of 17-25, who are within five years of release can
now receive Mercer’s Small
Business Employment Certificate. Many of the classes
required for the certificate
are taught by the same professors who teach them at
Mercer, but the similarities
to the previous program end

the college

1%

Station House Adjustment
allows police officers to resolve minor crimes without
filing a complaint, the police officer would call the
parents or caregivers to the
station house to discuss the
offence and reassure the juvenile is not going to commit the crime again.
MCCRJ will ask
the township police to refer
to the program cases involving juveniles in non-violent
crimes.
Martone says, “If
both, the victim and the offender are willing to sit together with a mediator, they
will look for restitution.”
During the process, the offender is required to confess guilt and pay the consequences, and the victim
is able to ask the offender
questions and also to dictate forms of restitution. For
instance, Martone says, the
victim may ask the offender
to “get a summer job to pay
back [the damage] or to
mow the lawn of senior citizens and write an essay.”
Martone says a
program like MCCRJ heals
the community. He says the
victim has the advantage
to participate in the justice
program by dictating forms
of restitution while gaining
some control of the process.
The offender also benefits
from the program. The offender does not have to go
to court, so he/she does not
have to explain in job applications what happened.
In addition, the
program might deter the
offender from committing
future antisocial behavior.
Thorough the restoration
he/she will understand the
consequences of their offences. Furthermore, Martone adds that this program
is less expensive to the community than sending juve-

niles to detention centers.
However, restorative programs face criticism. In New Jersey. Minority groups, “are more likely
to be arrested, referred to
court, adjudicated delinquent, placed in county
detention facilities,” says a
report from LSNJ. Thus, critics alleged that the restorative programs would tend
to serve mostly Caucasians
than people of color. Martone, acknowledging this
issue, says “Racial profiling
by the police is a legitimate
concern, a real possibility.”
Nevertheless, MCCRJ is not a brand new program in the US. Pennsylvania, for example, has a form
of restorative justice, Victim-Offender Reconciliation
Programs (VORP). Similar
restorative programs across
the country have dealt with
violent crimes such as rape.
States like California, Texas,
and Vermont have similar
restorative programs.
MCCRJ has been
in
conversations
with
Princeton Township, the
Hightstown Mayor and
school board members to
introduce them to the idea
of restorative programs.
Martone adds that they [the
coordinators] are a couple
of months away from beginning the program.
The goal of MCCRJ
is to have the program in
one to two towns in Mercer
and extend it to other counties and to wider kinds of offences.
The real challenge
for the program is to extend
the program across New
Jersey, but the challenge for
the community is to trust
that this type of program
does in fact prevent youths
from committing future
crimes, and that everyone
is benefited from it. Once
the program is established,
crime statistics will help determining whether or not
the program works preventing crime recidivism.

The United States incarcerates more people than any
other nation. 2.2 million Americans are currently in prison,
and seven million Americans are either behind bars, on
probation, or on parole. Excluding children, 1 percent of
Americans are behind bars.

New Jersey has the highest rate of inmates serving
drug sentences at roughly 36 percent. New Jersey
has the 27th highest incarceration rate by state.
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What your congressman has to say
Congressman Rush Holt talks to the VOICE
about the issues that affect students most
By David Hoyt
The College Voice

Driving around town you may
have seen green and black bumper stickers that read “RUSH
HOLT” and in smaller writing
“My congressman IS a rocket
scientist,” but an unscientific
survey suggests Mercer students know little about the man
who represents their interests
in congress.
Holt is a Democratic
congressman who has been the
representative of New Jersey’s
twelfth district (of which MCCC
is a part) for the last ten years.
He comes from a family of politicians, his father having been
the youngest person ever elected to the senate and his mother
was the West Virginia Secretary
of State, but Holt began his career in higher education. He
has a PhD in physics from NYU
and he served as director of the
Princeton Plasma Labs and as a
faculty member at Swarthmore
College before turning to politics. He’s currently running for
reelection against Republican
Alan Bateman and third Party
candidate David J. Corsi.
During one of the
most politically exciting times
in America, Congressman Holt
found time for an interview with
the VOICE. He shared his views
on education, science, and poli-

tics. The following interview excerpts provide a glimpse into
his views on the issues of most
concern to students today.

ly, until recently, and still innovating but that’s slipping.

VOICE: What advice do you
have for students today?
HOLT: There is no shortcut for
time on task. If you’re actually going to learn subject matter you will have to spend time
studying it. One of the problems
in schools these days is that
there are too many distractions
both official and unofficial from
time on task in the subjects the
students are supposed to learn.

VOICE: What message do you
want to pass onto students
about politics?
HOLT: The principle one is that
politics matters. It affects not
just whether they are going to
get Pell grants and what kind of
interest they are going to have
on their student loans…whether
they will be living in a country
at war, whether they’ll have an
economy that has productivity,
growth, so that there will be job
opportunities. It really matters.

VOICE:

VOICE:

What are your
thoughts on the state of science in America?
HOLT: Americans traditionally…have had a scientific way of
thinking. It really is something
that has helped the United States
of America a lot. It goes back to
our Constitution and the people
who founded the country. They
gave America this scientific way
of looking at things…that we’ve
lost in recent years.

VOICE: Will this cause America to fall behind globally?
HOLT: Yeah, our growth and
productivity, our record of innovation are already slowing
down. We are still a pretty prosperous country and we are still
doing good things economical-
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What are your
thoughts on the 2008 Presidential election?
HOLT: This is the most interesting year politically I’ve ever
seen in a lot of respects… [One]
thing that is real interesting
about this year’s campaign is
the…spontaneous part of it…
the non-standard, non-establishment vote. He’s [Obama]
going to win not because of the
regular Democratic Party. He’s
going to win because of all of
these other people previously
disenfranchised, disenchanted, dis-encouraged voters…as
somebody who is interested in
the civic and political participation of Americans I’d say that’s
great...all these people who had
previously written off politics

Princeton, NJ

Paul Krugman, a Princeto
n University
professor and New York
Times columnist,
was awarded the Nobel Priz
e in economics
for his work on trade pat
terns and location
of economic activity.

Budapest, Hungary

The International Monetary Fund (IMF), the
EU bank and the World Bank granted 25
billion Euros to Hungary to help the country
cope with the international economic crisis.

PHOTO | KEN ROSEN

Congressman Rush Holt of New Jersey’s 12th district sporting
his signers of the Declaration of Independence tie on October 17,
2008.
and state affairs…they’re getting engaged. That’s great.

VOICE: With so many people
of all ages disillusioned with
American politics, the question on everyone’s mind is:
can politics actually deliver
hope?
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HOLT: It can never deliver perfect solutions but our political
system is the best that has ever
been devised for balancing
competing interests. And when
you balance competing interests, there is compromise.

Cuba

The European Union
and Cuba have forma
lly
reestablished ties.
European Commiss
ioner
Louis Michel and Cu
ban Foreign Minister
Felipe Perez-Roque
signed the accord.
Cuba
will receive $2.6m of
hurricane recovery
aid.

Bolivia

Cocaine produc
ing Bolivia has
halted the
efforts of US an
ti-dr
borders. Bolivian ug agents within its
officials say the
agents were “d
oing political es US DEA
pionage.”
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High turnout but little new information
By Daisuke Katsumata
Reporter

Mercer County Community
College hosted a debate between representatives for the
Obama and McCain campaigns
on Thursday, October 16 at
noon in the Kelsey Theater.
Seton Hall Law Professor Mark Alexander represented the Obama campaign, while
Robbinsville Mayor David Fried
represented the McCain campaign. The forum was free and
open to the public.
Professor Linda Scherr
moderated the debate, which
was organized by Liberal Arts
Dean Robin Shore.
“Student participation
was excellent and the debate
was run very professionally,”
said Dean Shore.
The Kelsey Theatre was
packed with a diverse crowd of
students, faculty and other concerned citizens many of whom
clearly favored Obama. People
exuberantly cheered Professor Alexander as he discussed
Obama’s policies, while jeers
accompanied some of Mayor
Fried’s remarks.
Throughout the forum,
health care was the central focus. Both men attempted to
appeal to the vast number of
students in the crowd by discussing policies that might specifically affect them.
Both advocates spent
their time evenly between criticizing each other for the policies of the campaigns they represented, and presenting the
possible benefits of a Republican or Democrat presidency.
Predictably, each felt his own
candidate was the man to unite
the parties, and even more predictably both blamed the other
side for the current problems in
Washington.
However, the representatives differed in how their can-

didates would improve things.
Professor Alexander stressed
Obama’s even temperament,
while claiming that Obama’s record of getting the government
to truly help the people was
superior. Mayor Fried stressed
national pride, while claiming
that McCain’s policies of minimizing the role of government
in people’s lives in order to let
the people help themselves was
superior.
The debate shifted to a
town hall format and audience
members were able to ask questions. Students asked about
health care, troop deployment
and safety from terrorism. The
responses did not always answer the questions posed and
much of the information was
exactly what was heard in the
nationally televised debates
between the two actual candidates.
At the end, Professor
Alexander and Mayor Fried
both emphasized the importance of change in the upcoming election and encouraged
the audience to vote. “Students
have a very important stake in
this election, it’s important for
them to be involved,” said Professor Alexander. Mayor Fried
was likewise enthusiastic about
not only the turnout, but also of
interest expressed by students,
“It’s nice to see young people be
fired up about politics.”
Though this style of
debating does not really lend
itself to determining a “winner,”
certainly Professor Alexander
had the advantage of speaking
to a crowd which was more receptive to his views than those
of his opponents. Alexander
also spent more time talking
about financial issues faced by
students, a hot topic amongst
those present. For his part, Mayor Fried maintained composure
and proved to be a commanding public speaker.

PHOTO ALEX BOWE

History Professor Linda Scherr moderated the debate between Seton Hall Law Professor Mark
Alexander (left) who represented Barack Obama, and Robbinsville, NJ Mayor David Fried (right)
who represented John McCain on October 16 in Kelsey Theatre.

Debate Fact Check - Getting it Straight
By Daisuke Katsumata
Reporter

CLAIM: “The Iraqi government
has a $70 billion surplus.”
SAID BY: Obama Rep.
TRUTH-O-METER: Basically true
FACTS: According to the Government Accountability Office,
the Iraqi government has had
budget surpluses back from
2005-2007. In early August the
Iraqi legislature passed a $21
billion supplemental spending
bill, and if the government were
not to touch this year’s surplus,
the figure could be close to $7079 billion at the end of the year.
CLAIM: “The U.S. government
spends $10 billion a month
on the war in Iraq.”
SAID BY: Obama Rep.
TRUTH-O-METER: Not quite
FACTS: According the Brookings Institution’s Iraq Index,
the monthly tab is upwards of
$12 billion a month at the time
of this writing. The Obama representative underestimated on
this one.
CLAIM: “McCain has voted 90
percent of the time exactly as
Bush has.”

SAID BY: Obama Rep.
TRUTH-O-METER: Basically true
FACTS: Technically no one
votes with the president, as that
is done in the legislative branch
(McCain and Obama) of the government and not the executive
branch (Bush). The claim here
is based on siding with Bush
polices. McCain has voted to
approve the same policies Bush
approved of around 90 percent
of the time, but that rate has
fluctuated between 77 percent
in 2005 and 95 percent in 2007.
However, Obama has voted 97
percent of the time along his
own party’s lines, so the charge
of partisanship can be extended
to both candidates.
CLAIM: “95 percent of
Americans will get a tax
break under an Obama
administration”
SAID BY: Obama Rep.
TRUTH-O-METER: False
FACTS: According to the independent Tax Policy Center,
Obama’s plan benefits 81.3 percent of all households, which is
no where near 95 percent. The
claim is patently false.
CLAIM: “Mental Health care is
a priority for Obama and the

$700 billion bailout bill has
addressed this as well.”
SAID BY: McCain Rep.
TRUTH-O-METER: True
FACTS: It is true that the $700
billion bailout bill included a
mental health parity. The parity (add-on) was even co-sponsored by Obama. It seems that
Obama genuinely is concerned
about mental health care based
on his voting records.
CLAIM: “McCain is more bipartisan than anyone in his
voting records”
SAID BY: Obama Rep.
TRUTH-O-METER: False
FACTS: As noted before, if Senate voting records are the measure, neither candidate has
evidence of breaking away from
his party. Both candidates have
voted along party lines more
than 90 percent of the time. The
claim is disingenuous.
Sources used to verify facts for
this article:
FactCheck.org
About.com
The Brookings Institution’s Iraq Index
Tax Policy Center
Project Vote Smart
MSNBC
Psych Central

West Windsor Police Blotter
By David Hoyt
The College Voice

PRINCETON
Receiving stolen property
Patrolman Campbell Knox was
driving on Route 1 south at Emmons Drive on November 1 at
11:13 pm when he noticed a
disabled tractor/trailer in the
right lane. A look-up on the
trailer revealed that it had been
stolen from Cheektowaga NY.
The driver, Jean Joseph (28) of
Asbury Park was placed under
arrest with a charge of receiving
stolen property.

ing the driver’s side door lock,
gaining entry and prying the
ignition. A Magellan 4000 GPS
worth $200.00 and an $80.00
brown wallet were stolen. A
screwdriver was found inside
the vehicle and a fingerprint
was lifted off the door lock and
will be analyzed. The victim,
age 30, a resident of Highland
Park, canceled all credit cards
before they could be illegally
used. The reporting officer who
handled the call was Patrolman
Frank Ball.

victim. age 49, a resident of Robbinsville, had parked his vehicle
during that nine hour time period. Patrolman Brian Mahon reported that an unknown person
damaged the driver’s side door
lock, entered the vehicle and
damaged the ignition in an attempt to steal the Jeep. The Jeep
was equipped with an anti-theft
device that will not allow the
vehicle to be started if the ignition is damaged. Nothing was
disturbed or stolen from inside
the vehicle.

PRINCETON JUNCTION
PRINCETON JUNCTION
Burglary to auto, criminal Recovered stolen auto At the
mischief and attempted theft Princeton Junction train station

PRINCETON
Burglary to auto, theft and On October 31, between 7:30 on November first at 10:26 am
criminal mischief On October am and 4:30pm someone tried Patrolman Lee Evans recovered
31, between 8 am and 10:30 am
an unknown person attempted
to steal a 2006 Jeep by pry-

to steal a 2005 Jeep from the
Vaughn Drive lot of the Princeton Junction Train Station. The

a 2001 Jeep Wrangler belonging to Jersey Boring & Drilling
Co. Inc. which had been stolen

from Newark NJ. The driver’s
side door lock and the ignition
were damaged and a fingerprint
that was lifted from the driver’s
side window frame will be analyzed. It is believed that the person responsible for abandoning
the stolen vehicle is involved in
recent attempts to steal vehicles
from the Train Station.

PRINCETON JUNCTION
Theft of auto Patrolman Brian
Mahon was called to Princeton
Junction Train Station’s Vaughn
Drive permit lot, on November 1
due to the theft of auto. The victim, age 50, a resident of Princeton, had parked their vehicle
at 6:30 am on October 31, and
reported it missing on November 1 at 12:10 am. Between the
listed dates and times someone

stole the victim’s 2006 Jeep
valued at $20,000. There are no
witnesses and nothing evidential was found at the scene.

PRINCETON
Shoplifting Patrolman Douglas Montgomery arrested a juvenile, aged 17, a West Windsor resident, on October 30 at
4:06 pm for shoplifting from
the Target located at Nassau
Park Blvd. The juvenile cut
open two XBOX-360 video
games from the plastic packaging, hid them inside his sweatshirt, and exited the store. He
was detained by loss prevention personnel and placed
under arrest. The juvenile was
then processed at West Windsor police headquarters and
turned over to a parent.
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Restaurant Review: Applebee’s fine when you are out of options
By Brittany Ahr
Reporter

As a busy college
student, many find it hard
to find good food and dining without breaking the
bank. We went in search of a
restaurant that might fit the
student budget but provide
a better dining experience
than ordering off the dollar
menu at McDonald’s. Off we
went to Applebee’s.
Though Applebee’s
has packed their menu chock
full of variety and option, the
rest of the establishment fell
short. Service was spotty,
food was not up to par and
the atmosphere came off as
annoying rather than friendly.
Upon entrance, my
party stood at the threshold
of the restaurant awkwardly
for about a minute as we
waited for the two young ladies hosting to finish their
inappropriate personal conversation before attending to
us. Their attitudes were poor
and their greetings (or lack
there of ) were far from genuine.
The waitstaff were
cordial and attentive but the
service was slow for a mild
Thursday night dinner. Our
waiter was like a shining star
among a black hole of teen
angst and lack of work ethic,
the rest of the staff and look
of the restaurant was less
than impressive. Tables sat

dirty for more than 15 minutes before a busboy cleared
them and even the manager
was awkward and unprofessional as he made his rounds
checking tables.
The
atmosphere,
though a good attempt at
seeming family friendly, was
overwhelming and the decor
was enough to give you acid
flashbacks to the 80’s. Although the idea of decorating
with local high school sports
memorabilia sounds fun, the
walls looked cluttered and
tacky, giving more of a sports
bar vibe than a family restau-

rant. The frat house effect is
topped of by the obnoxiously
loud bar area and constant
blaring of testosterone driven sports games on the multipe TV screens around the
restaurant.
The food was blatantly processed and prepared
in mass quantities; failing to
attend to detail and presentation. Though the portions
seemed right, in actuality
they were rather small for the
price and could use a little
more thought. I ordered an
Ultimate Trio Combo, as to
cover an array of different

tastes that a college student
craves. My spinach-artichoke
dip was cold and unflavorful
and served in a skimpy little
bowl with too many tortilla
chips as filler. The mozzarella sticks were decent until
they cooled down and I could
taste evidence that they were
indeed frozen. The boneless buffalo wings were the
best thing on the plate but
they were drenched in sauce
seemingly to hide the quality
of the chicken.
On the positive side
Applebee’s does offer a a

surprisingly extensive menu
for both drinks and entrees
that hold all different kinds
of tastes in mind as well as
sticking to moderate prices.
For the extra frugal college
student, there is the selection of half-priced appetizers
after 9 PM so an after-dinner
snack won’t break the bank.
But while the dinner and appetizer prices are
good, the drink prices are
slightly more pricey. The
daily drink specials do little
to relieve the rest of the bar’s
high prices and the average
college student would be
better off taking their drinking business elsewhere.
Nevertheless, for variety the
drink menu was impressive,
packed with frilly martinis,
margaritas, other specialty
cocktails and a decent list of
wines.
So as far as variety
and price go, Applebee’s
works, but don’t go expecting to have a delicious meal
or receive exceptional service, because you will surely
be disappointed. In order to
keep their prices minimal, it
seems that “the biggest casual dining establishment”
had to cut corners in their
quality of food and settle for
employees with little work
ethic or tact. If you want to
eat a fast-food quality meal
without being pissed off by
ignorant staff or air-headed
hostesses, stick to Wendy’s.

At Fedora’s Cafe guitar
and harmonica form a
perfect union
By Caroline Fling
The College Voice

Larry Tritel and Mercer’s own Sociology Professor
Guy DeRosa soft rocked the
Fedora Café in Lawrenceville
on October 22.
With Tritel on guitar
and DeRosa on harmonica,
they covered songs from
well-known American artists, such as Gordon Lightfoot, Hank Williams, Bruce
Springsteen, The Mamas and
the Papas, and Willie Nelson. Their original single, “I
Want to Be Bob Dylan,” was
cool. DeRosa, who currently
resides in Hopewell, never
lifted his lips from the harmonica, and seemed like he
could probably riff all night,
while Tritel tapped his foot
to the beat and strummed
his guitar as if he was driving
a car.
The hit of the night
was Tritel and DeRosa’s ren-

dition of Ray Charles’s “Georgia On My Mind.”
If western-style harmonica playing isn’t your
particular cup of coffee, most
Babyboomers are liable to
love it.
Sean Parsons of Lawrence, and a student at Mercer, said of the performance,
“They’re a mix of jazz and
blues, I think. The harmonica playing sounds skilled.”
Parsons later commented on
the sound as a whole, “For
being only two of them, they
have a very full sound.”
Tritel and DeRosa
met two years ago, and have
been playing together for
about a year. “Larry asked
me to sit in on a CD,” DeRosa explains, and ever since
they’ve been haunting coffeehouses, bars, wineries
and “really, anywhere they’ll
have us,” says Tritel.
“We don’t take ourselves too seriously,” says
Tritel, who is from Phila-

Larry Tritel and Guy DeRosa play local venues and have a down home sound.

delphia but resides in Lambertville. When asked if they
have any aspiration to be
signed with a label, Tritel responded, “Oh, we’d probably
have to have more singles to
do that.” Nevertheless, Tritel

has a four-inch-thick binder
of laminated pages of songs
he’ll play.
DeRosa
describes
himself as versatile because
he uses pedal boards for
sound effects along with his

PHOTO | ECHO R. FLING

more than twenty Hohner
harmonicas (“one for every
key”).
Tritel and DeRosa sucked coffee-drinkers
in with their down home
sound.
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Viking women beat Morris to take Region
 XIX
By Josh Onorati
Reporter

On November 1,
Mercer’s women’s soccer
team beat Morris Community College one to zero for the
victory in the Regional XIX
tournamet.
“This is the tenth
shutout we’ve had this season” said Heidi Summers,
the Mercer goal keeper.
Mercer’s defense, including Summers and Kristin
Vincent, Amgelica Modica,
Kelsey Capuano, and Brittany Usarewicz kept the team
together as they blocked and
swept every attempt made
by Morris to get past them.
Meanwhile, on offense, Kasey Kenny, Tina
DeAnglis, Carolyn Walters,
Sami Raymond, Marlene
Chotkowski, Erika Juricic,

13

Jesse Remys, and Justina
Slachta kept up the pressure
with numerous attempts
on Morris County Colleges
goal keeper, Celia Ward.
Ward, blocked over a dozen
attempts on goal, but was
scored on by Mercer County’s
number 23, Kasey Kenny, on
a penalty kick.
“We’ve played them
this past season and won
three-zip, and I remember
playing them last year and
winning as well; we worked
together and had a mindset
to win” said Mercer’s goalie,
Summers, who made a total of four saves during the
game.
Due to Mercer’s strategic defense, teamwork, and
communication, the women
now advance to District
which takes place Sunday,
November 9.

PHOTO | KEN ROSEN

Mercer women take it to the limit one more time.
PHOTO | KEN ROSEN

Phield of dreams for the fightin’ Phillies
By Jason Brown
The College Voice

The Philadelphia Phillies are
the 2008 World Series champions. The city of brotherly
love waited 28 years for one
of their own to be on top of
the sports world, but it was
worth the wait.
Winning back to
back titles is something that
not many teams have done
in professional sports. The
Phillies will definitely look to
defend their crown and repeat as champions next year
but it won’t be easy.
Defense wins championships, and in baseball
teams only go as far as their
pitching staff will take them.
The Phillies have a strong
pitching rotation, and in
2008 they proved it throughout the season, into the playoffs, and through the World
Series.

Cole Hamels is an
absolute ace and next
year he will only
be 26 years old.
Aside from
Hamels the
Phillies
put Brett
M y ers, Joe
Blanton, and
Jamie Moyer
on the mound.
Although the staff
is solid Moyer is 46
years old.
The Phillies should
make a push for another
starting pitcher. A.J Burnett
and C.C Sabathia are two big
name free agent pitchers and
either would be a solid pick up
for the Phills. If Philly could
pick up a pitcher of their caliber the team would have the
best pitching staff in all of

baseball.
At the
plate the
Phillies
have a fierce
line up. Ryan Howard is a
home run threat any time
he steps into the batters box.
Jimmy Rollins, Chase Utley,

and Shane Victorino bring
their A game any time they
step on the field.
However those four
players may not
be enough to
carry the Phillies to another championship.
The Phills
should look
to pick up another big bat for
the bottom of their
line up. Jason Giambi
is a free agent and even
though he won’t start over
Ryan Howard he would be
a valuable addition and a
strong bat coming off the
bench. .
If the Phillies can add
depth to their rotation and
add another slugger to their
bench, they could be around
next October to defend their
crown.
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Mercer offers pre-med, pre-vet and pre-dental program
14

By Anam Mehmood
With Susana Sanchez
The College Voice

Mercer has pre-medical,
pre-veterinarian, and predentistry options for Biology students.
Diane
Hilker,
one of the major directors of the pre-med track,
clarifies that the Pre- Med
track has in fact been offered for 35 years. However, it had not been promoted enough. She says,
“Putting the word out is
important.” She adds that
previously students may
have felt discouraged to
attend Mercer because
they did not find the premed major at the college’s
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catalog. Thus, the new major is a different approach
to advertise the already
existent Biology major.
While some students feel
skeptical about the program, others find Mercer
as stepping stone in their
careers.
Maryam Iqbal,
a 19 year old student at
Rutgers University, was
informed of the pre-med
option given at Mercer, but
she says “I mean it [Mercer] is good if you want
to save money, but at the
end I, as a student, would
want to be getting into
the top med school, and I
doubt Mercer being on my
resume would make me

more
eligible.”
In
contrast,
MaryJane Harris, says “Mercer prepared me
very well for Med
School.”
Harris, Mercer graduate 2007,
took her pre-medical
courses at Mercer. She
is currently attending
The University of Medicine and Dentistry of
New Jersey, School of
Osteopathic Medicine.
Hilker believes

that
“The image of a community college
has
changed.”
She notes that
Mercer uses the
same
textbooks
as other four year
schools, has laboratories with enhanced
technology, and students are exposed to
wide variety of medical techniques, all at
a fraction of the cost of
other colleges.
Research
op-

portunities are also available to Mercer students.
There is a special honors
sequence that allows students participate in research with the collaboration of Rider University,
Princeton University and
other affiliates.
The
pre-med
track offers a wide variety of options to suit every need. The only thing
the program does offer
is a course focused specifically on preparing students for the MCATS, the
standardized exam taken
by all students applying
to medical school of any
sort.

for more
about the
requirements
and benefits
of mercer’s pre
med program
visit
mcccvoice.org
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busy people and listened
as the woman in front of
me called her boss to say
she was going to be running late during her lunch
break. Lunch breaks, personal days, time that could
be spent doing home work
are all being sucked away
waiting in line.
Tests are not optional, and typical Mercer
students who have jobs
and families don’t have
time to stand in line for an
hour to take a test.
Part of the problem is that testing center
hours have been reduced.
It also appears that there
are fewer staffers, and the

ones who are there are being stretched thin managing all of the students who
need to take tests. No one
blames them for the problem. It’s clear they are doing their best under stressful conditions.
Maybe the shortened hours are an attempt
on the part of administrators to save money, but if
so it’s not working. For one
thing, people have caught
on and are annoyed.
Moreover, money is being
lost as people miss work,
money that could be spent
on other classes or on textbooks.
There are many

things that could be done
to ease the testing center
crunch. If the testing center opened just two hours
earlier each day, the long
lines would diminish.
If more professors used
class time for short quizzes and saved the testing
center for actual tests, that
would help too. Adding
staff might cost money but
would pay off in terms of
efficiency.
Mercer is undermining its mission of providing affordable education and possibly loosing
money at the same time by
not addressing this crisis.

in a testing state of mind

SC

Considering the purpose of the campus ID policy
By David Hoyt with
Daisuke Katsumata
The College Voice

How many of you actually
wear your student IDs like
you’re supposed to? Heck,
how many of you have worn
them even once? I know I
haven’t. When wandering
the West Windsor Campus
the only individuals wearing
these cards are the faculty
members and after asking
around, many wear them
simply to avoid getting in
trouble. So with the news
that campus security is supposedly going to start cracking down on students not
wearing their IDs in an effort

to have them wear it,
my response is simply:
why?
Let’s take a look
at what our student
IDs do for us currently.
First, they allow us to
take books out of the
marvelously stocked library [housed in a temporary trailer] with an
enormously limited] selection of works to help
in our studies. Second,
they are admission tickets to the computer lab
so you can participate
in one of the many cage
matches for the right to
print a paper out minutes before they are due
for professors with un-

Editorial Policy:
The College Voice is written and edited by students of Mercer
County Community College and published every 3 weeks under
the advisement of a faculty adviser. The material printed in The
College Voice, be it articles, advertisements or opinion pieces,
does not necessarily represent the views of the editors, the faculty,
staff, administration or the board of trustees of Mercer County
Community College.

sympathetic
deadlines.
Finally, they allow us access to the testing center
which might possibly be
the most relevant use for
the laminated piece of
paper. As one might see,
this is an impressive list of
[three] uses providing the
student with endless utility.
Sarcasm aside, are
IDs actually utilized in a
legitimately useful capacity? Can we use them as
a print card? No. Can we
purchase lunch or access
buildings with them? No.
Can we store credit on
them to use in the bookstore so we don’t have t
carry cash around? No.

Many four year schools require these cards because
they actual serve a meaningful purpose beyond
identification as listed
above, our version of the
student ID lack this indispensableness and the
need to have them handy
at all times is moot.
Perhaps the premise is to make us more secure, but I challenge that
idea by asking the purpose
of wearing them, in the first
place. Is the false sense of
security that comes from
being forced to wear identification actually going
to address issues that required us to wear them in
the first place? Even if we

Write to The College Voice!
Do you have something to say? The College Voice accepts letters to
the editor. Submissions should be no more than 300 words; longer
submissions may be shortened. Submit materials in electronic
format, and include your name and status at MCCC (major and
year, faculty or staff position or alumnus). All materials submitted
become the property of The College Voice, which reserves the right
to reject or edit material based on length, taste or clarity.

were to wear them, I can’t
imagine campus security
being able cover the entire
campus grounds aroundthe-clock, especially given
that the parking lots are
sparsely policed. School
shootings are usually enacted by students, who
therefore must possess
student IDs in the first
place. If we don’t wear
them, what then? Will security prevent us from going to class?
I see this issue less
as authoritarian and more
of an annoyance and
needless policy. To attend
school do I need a lanyard
chaffing my neck? No, all I
need is a desire to learn.

How to contact us:
e-mail: MercerVoice@gmail.com
phone: (609) 586-4800 ext. 3405
write to: The College Voice
Mercer County College
PO Box B
Trenton, NJ 08550
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JUST 4 FUN
horoscopes

ASK THE VOICE: good answers to tough questions
Help is
here!

Dear Voice,
I think I have a
problem. I made a
milkshake the other
day, and contrary to
popular belief I looked
out my window and
saw no boys had been
brought to my yard.
What gives?
-Shaker
Dear Shaker,
I could convey to you
the proverbial recipe,
but I’d have to demand
compensation.
-The Voice
_____

Dear Voice,
I am a hairy
woman. My peers
call me the bearded
lady, but it’s not even
that bad. I’ve tried
bleaching, waxing
and shaving, but my
facial hair just keeps
growing. HELP ME!
-Hairy in Hell
Dear Hairy,
Try braids. They’re
totally coming back in!
-The Voice
_____
Dear Voice,
I’m too lazy for
police academy but
totally envy those kids
with the blue pants
and the black hats
that I see running
around campus all the
time. Where can I get
the look without the
hassle?
-Police Envy

Dear Envy,
Good news: costume
rental isn’t your only
option. Try any good
salvation army for all
the navy blue and beige
you can stand!
-The Voice
Dear Voice,
How do I get into an
Honors class?
-Aspiring Mind
Dear Mind,
Contact Prof. Carol
Bork at 609-586-4800
ext. 3890
-The Voice
_____

NOTE: THIS FEATURE IS
FOR ENTERTAINMENT
PURPOSES ONLY. ANY
RESEMBLANCE TO
ACTUAL PROBLEMS IS
PURELY COINCIDENTAL.
Do you have a problem?
Need friendly advice?
Send your questions to:
mercervoice@gmail.com

THEME CROSSWORD: ANSWER THE PHONE!

Capricorn

Aquarius

Pisces

Aries

Dec. 22 - Jan. 19

Jan. 20 - Feb. 18

Feb. 19 - Mar. 20

Mar. 21 - Apr. 19

Instead of risking the
soggy beans and dried out
corn bread again this year,
it’s time to take matters
into your own hands and
make Thanksgiving dinner
yourself. Invite friends.
You never know, it could
become a tradition.

Bad news: even people you
like are driving you nuts
right now. Until Saturn
moves into Mars around
November 15, things won’t
improve. Try to avoid
direct conflicts and keep
your head down until the
stars turn.

The weather may be
getting colder, but
someone you see every
day will soon be warming
up to you in a big way. If
you’re in the mood for
romance, buy candles and
chocolates and get ready to
get cozy.

Who ever said you can’t
have you cake and eat it
too was wrong. You’re
trying to decide between
two things you really want
and for once in your life
you really can have both.
Get creative and expect
the best!

Taurus

Gemini

Cancer

Leo

Apr. 20 - May 20

May 21 - Jun. 20

Jun. 21 - Jul. 22

Jul. 23 - Aug. 22

You’ve been banging
around like the proverbial
bull in a china shop
lately, Taurus. Your
clumsy behavior may be
getting you into some
embarrassing situations.
If you owe someone an
apology, don’t be shy!

Style, grace and skill are
things you never thought
you’d possess in great
quantity, but suddenly it
seems you do. Others think
so, at any rate. Don’t be
afraid to see yourself as
they see you. Love the new
person you’re becoming.

Nine times out of ten you
are right about the things
you dig your heels in on,
but there’s always that
tenth time. You may have
to relax your standards just
a smidgen, or confess that
you were off base, if you’re
to save face this month.

Where’s Aladdin’s lamp
when you need it? If you
feel like your wishes aren’t
getting answered, you may
have been rubbing the
wrong thing. Fortunately,
you’ve changed direction
lately and that thing you
wanted so much is coming!

Virgo

Libra

Scorpio

Sagittarius

Aug. 23 - Sept. 22

Sept. 23 - Oct. 22

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21

Nov. 22 - Dec. 21

The holiday season is
coming and that often puts
you in a pensive mood.
You want to give of yourself
rather than just give people
ties and iTunes gift cards. If
you want to get back in the
spirit, this is a good time to
think about volunteering!

When life hands you
eggnog, have a second
glass. No reason to be shy
this year. You’re the life of
the party! Dance, eat, drink
and be merry. So you may
wake up in strange places
with tinsel in your hair.
Isn’t that what life’s about?

Feeling penny pinched
this month? Don’t panic.
You’re about to discover a
whole new world of thrift
stores, yard sales and
inexpensive hangouts that
will surprise you with their
quality. You’ll also find a
friend to enjoy it all with!

As much as you hated
the partisan bickering,
you may find you’re now
in a little bit of election
withdrawal. What will you
do with the time you used
to spend watching polling
numbers? We recommend
a gym membership.

