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Speaking at Mercer, Anita Hill calls for racial and gender equality
By Kellie Rendina
Senior Reporter

Anita Hill, Senior Advisor to the
Provost and Professor of Social
Policy, Law, and Women’s Studies
at Brandeis University, came to
speak at Mercer’s West Windsor
campus Wednesday evening May
2. Hill spoke to a packed house,
though few students were in attendance. She addressed a range
of different issues and discussed
her new book titled “Reimaging
Equality: Stories of Gender, Race,
and Finding Home.”
Hill is most well known
for her testimony against current
Supreme Court justice Clarence
Thomas during his confirmation
process. Hill testified that Thomas
sexually harassed her while she
worked for him when he was the
head of the Equal Employment
Opportunities Commission. Despite Hill’s testimony, Thomas was
elected a justice of the Supreme
Court, where he remains, the only
African-American among the
nine current justices.
At the lecture, Hill discussed the reasoning behind her
coming forward with her testimony against Clarence Thomas in
1991.
“I had information about
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Anita Hill, professor of Social Policy, Law and Women’s Studies at Brandeis University asnwers questions after
speaking at MCCC on May 2, 2012.
an individual who was going to be
appointed to a lifetime position,
who was going to be deciding the
rights of people and I had information that I believed he did not
respect those rights... and therefore you could not count on him
him to respect them in the way
that he judged the cases that came

before him. The integrity of the
court was at stake and the integrity of the court is only as good as
the integrity of the people who sit
on the court.”
Hill went on to say that
she was proud to have been a part
of the conversation that followed
the Thomas hearings and that

received an email from a dean at
The University of Delaware. The
letter revealed that Watson had
been scheduled to teach classes at
both schools at overlapping times
during the fall 2011 semester. The
dean also noted that students had
complained because of Watson
was often absent for class.
Later investigation by
The VOICE found Watson had,
in fact, been scheduled to teach
17 different classes for five different colleges in fall 2011. Some
of those classes were scheduled
for identical times even though
they were held at different locations, sometimes even in different
states.
This past January, the
board of trustees voted for Watson to receive tenure, effective
this coming August. However,
by mid-March, both the college
and the West Windsor Police had
begun investigations into Watson
that went beyond questions about
his outside employment and
problematic teaching schedule.
Additional concerns were raised
about Watson’s professional cre-

dentials and his past criminal record.
The VOICE discovered
that Watson had presented himself as having completed his Ph.D.
when, in fact, he had not yet received the degree (according to
his thesis advisor, Watson is supposed to graduate from UMass
Amherst later this month). Watson told VOICE reporter Kellie Rendina, “I have a Ph.D.” in a
video interview conducted March
29, 2012.
Watson later spoke to
the questions of credentials. In an
April 7 article by Alex Zdan of The
Trenton Times, Watson is quoted
as saying, “When your dissertation is done, when it is written,
you are a doctor.” He continued,
“If you’re talking about a conferral of a degree, that’s just walking
down the aisle.” But Watson’s dean
at Mercer, Dr. Robin Schore, told
The VOICE that a person can “say
he has completed a Ph.D. when
it is officially documented on his
transcript.”
In addition to questions concerning his credentials,

she was most proud of the fact
that women began talking and
“women talked to their mothers
and they talked to their daughters...my testimony didn’t change
things, your reaction to my testimony was what changed things.”
Hill questioned how far
women’s rights have actually come

and sited the Lashonda Davis
case in which Davis, a fifth grade
student from Forsyth, Georgia
was both verbally assaulted and
groped by a classmate throughout a five month period in 1992.
Allegedly, the school did nothing
about these complaints.
The case went to the supreme court, the matter in question was whether a public school
should be held accountable when
they “‘react with deliberate indifference’ to known acts of sexual
harassment.” The decision was
made with just a 5:4 vote, in favor of Davis. Hill argues that this
should not have even been a question in the first place, let alone
such a close vote.
“How secure is even a
decision like the Davis case today?...We’ve got to make sure that
those cases don’t even get to the
supreme court. A case like that,
I really would be fearful of what
would happen if it got to the supreme court.” She said.
Prof. Daniel D’Arpa, the
director of the Foreign Language
Department was in attendance at
the lecture and took away a different message from Hill’s discussion
on the Davis case. He said, [the
case] “made me stop and think
See HILL page 2

Prof. Watson resigns following probe into his credentials and criminal record
By Noelle Gilman & Laura Pollack
Senior Reporters

Mercer President, Dr. Patricia
Donohue, confirmed for The
VOICE on May 1, 2012 that English Prof. Jamal Eric Watson had
tendered his resignation effective
the day grades must be submitted,
May 18.
When asked if Watson is
to be paid for his summer classes
that he will no longer be teaching,
Dr. Donohue told The VOICE.
“The college is meeting its obligations in his Fiscal Year 2011-12
contract.” Donohue would not
specify if those contractual obligations include the approximately
$6,000 in summer classes that
Watson was scheduled to teach.
In an interview with The
VOICE on May 9, Watson refused
to comment about questions concerning his resignation.
As originally reported
in an article published by The
VOICE on April 4, Watson’s
problems began in early January when the chair of the English
Department, Prof. Sharmila Sen,
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Professor Jamal Eric Watson holding office hours on May 9, 2012 on
Mercer’s West Windsor Campus.
Watson also had a long history
of legal troubles. He plead guilty
to a felony in 2007 for pocketing
more than $1,700 in checks intended for summer interns at The
Amsterdam News, where he was
the Executive Editor. The VOICE
obtained copies of the court filings from the Amsterdam News
case. Apparently, Watson did not

report that he had plead guilty to
a felony when he filled out his employment application for Mercer.
This fact was confirmed by English Department Chair, Sharmila
Sen.
At the same time as Watson was dealing with the felony
See WATSON page 4
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If it’s broke, don’t fix it
5 - 14 - 12

By Dan Asnis
Senior Reporter

In interview after interview The
VOICE found students who could
identify something on campus
that doesn’t work the way it is intended to.
Breyon Stepens, a second-year Criminal Justice major
told The VOICE, “I could iron it
to get my dollar flat and crisp, but
as soon as I put my dollar in the
vending machine it won’t take it.”
Corine Tomshow a fourth year
Radiography major, as well as
some of her friends, report that
the MS building’s third floor
women’s bathroom “has lots of
mold and no ceiling...You see lots
of wires and panels are missing...
It’s disgusting.”
Chelsea Fichmann a
first Funeral Services major who
is on crutches after injuring her
leg says, “A lot of the doors don’t
work; the handicapped buttons
are broken...The one in the library
doesn’t work so I have to back up
with my crutches into the heavy
door. I could fall.”
The VOICE sat down
with Dean of Student Dr. Diane
Campbell and Facilities Director Bryon Marshall to discuss the
problems students have encountered with the campus’s physical
plant. Campbell said, “Usually
whenever I don’t know what to
do, I call security. Security will
make those connections that need

Lucas Restorante is a charming
BYOB restaurant that is, unfortunately, lost in the disgrace that
is Country Plaza, a strip mall located off Route 27 in Somerset, NJ
between an auto repair shop and
another strip mall.
Prices at Lucas are moderately high, for example it is $18
for chicken parmesan. On a student budget it might be a place to
go for a special occasion or treat.
But portion sizes are large so you
will likely have leftovers to take
home. Service can be slow, and
the decor is kitchy, but it’s worth
it because the food is terrific.
According to chef/
owner Andrea Di Meglio, Lucas
Restorante was established in
1994 as “just another” pizza place.
Within the past nine years, Meglio transformed his restaurant so
as to resemble the island Ischia,
his birthplace.
“I couldn’t take pizza anymore,”
said Meglio, “I wanted to bring
Italy here.”
On entering the restaurant one finds stone tiles, porcelain vases, a replica of an exterior
brick wall from an old Italian
villa, and a trellis with artificial
grape vines set the ambiance. The
room is lit by small chandeliers
and the walls feature hand painted murals of Italy. Soft Italian music plays and candles flicker on
the cramped tables.
The Bruschetta Caprese,
a typical appetizer, includes two

comes to MCCC
Continued from page 1
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A periodic table of elements in a chemistry classroom in the MS building has been missing pieces for years.
Students have fixed it using pen on the wall behind it.
says the the MS women’s bathto happen in order get something do a better job of getting it out, room is scheduled be renovated,
taken care of.”
promoting it.”
along with the surrounding classBoth Campbell and
Students can also call rooms, over the summer.
Marshall emphasized to The the IT hotline at ext. 4357 on any
Marshall said, “This is
VOICE that students who see campus phone for computer and one network. This is a community
things that are not operating printer issues.
beyond just the community colcorrectly or who have any safety
Cafeteria General Man- lege name. We have lots of eyes
concerns should report what ager Frank DiBella says there are and ears...They are everywhere,
they see. Marshall said, “we have plans to fix the vending machines. they are every place. There is sea work order emergency hotline Marshall made some calls and curity, there is the dean, there are
where thing can get called in discovered that a work order had the faculty themselves. There’s
right away...it is [609-570-3536].” been put in for the handicapped people walking around here. They
He added that he thinks this ser- in-accessible library door the are well identified faculty, staff,
vice has been under publicized to morning of The VOICE interview our maintenance crews. Certainly
the Mercer student body. He said, and reported back later in the day advocate. Point it out. It’s better
“We admittedly will do or could that the door had been fixed. He more eyes than less.”

Lucas Ristorante: a diamond in a dump
By Jamie Strickland
Reporter

ANITA HILL

pieces of toasted focaccia topped
with a mound of chopped tomatoes and fresh mozzarella, drizzled with olive oil and sprinkled
with basil. The taste is buttery and
tangy with a hint of garlic. The
bread is appropriately softened by
the toppings, but still has a good
amount of crunch.
For a starter, the crab
meat and corn soup is excellent. It
is served in a small pot like bowl,
sprinkled with parmesan cheese
and garnished with two crisp
breadsticks. The soup is thick,
creamy and filled with lumps of
fresh crab meat. The corn adds a
perfect sweet taste. I didn’t want
to stop eating but the soup was
very filling and there was more
food to come.
The Shrimp Nuovi is
comprised of shrimp, crab, bay
scallops, asparagus, capers and
roasted tomatoes in a creamy
white wine sauce over linguini.
The dish is beautifully plated and
sprinkled with basil. No taste over
powers the other. The sauce is
thick and creamy, similar to the
soup, and covers every inch of
the plate. The shrimp have just
the right crunch without being
over cooked. Every bite features
different flavors, from the bitterness of the asparagus to the soft
buttery taste of the fresh crab. The
scallops are cooked perfectly and
absorb the rich flavor of the sauce.
First time customer Milly Perez from South Brunswick
said she ordered the Chicken
Frances and it was amazing. “The
price is a little high, but the food
is defiantly worth it,” said Perez.
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Andrea Di Meglio, owner and chef at Lucas Restorante Somerset, NJ
preparing desserts in the kitchen on April 18, 2012.

about the important role of lawyers in our society. Here is a case
where educators like myself failed
to help a young girl in need. And
it took lawyers to fight for her to
make things right. I know that
Hill’s point was more about the
fragility of the 5-4 vote and how
it could have gone the other way.
But I was left thinking about how
the education system had failed
the student while the legal system
helped her.”
Hill then transitioned
into a discussion on women in
the housing crisis. Hill began with
the “inequity of women’s pay,” and
the wage gap, as a main reason for
women being affected differently
during the housing crisis. “Our
government seems to have accepted that women earn 77 cents
for every dollar men earn, it’s almost become normalized...As
long as our wages are depressed
women on their own will always
be trying to catch up when it
comes to housing.”
Hill also said that this
disparity is in part due to subprime lending. Subprime loans
typically come with higher interest rates and unfavorable terms
in order to make up for a “higher
credit risk.”
When women began
entering the housing market on
their own in large numbers in the
early 2000’s, subprime lending
also became popular. “Women
were in the market, trying to borrow this money and they were
getting shafted. They were being
targeted, and many of them were
qualifying for conventional loans,
but they were getting high cost
loans.” Hill stated that there is
evidence that women were twice
as likely as men to get a subprime
loan
As the cost of housing goes up, it is projected that
the percentage of women who’ll
spend 50% of income on housing will increase over the next
20 years. Hill questioned how
women will be able to send their
children to college with these potential figures and how, during a
severe winter, women will even be
able to pay their utilities.
Hill also discussed the
recent Sandra Fluke case. Fluke,
a law student at Georgetown argued for a mandate for contraception coverage and to include
institutions that object on moral
grounds. Hill stated that this issue
is about “A young woman’s ability to have her voice heard. That’s
what we’re dealing with 20 years
ago and it’s what we’re dealing
with now.”
Hill ended with a simple
statement: “I do insist that we all
stand up for gender and racial
equality. We can’t have one without the other.”
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THREE_TO_WATCH
LANE JARRED

EJ NEMETH

By Julie Einstein
Reporter

By Miranda Horn
Reporter

The day Lane Jarred, a gynastics
star from Lawrenceville, New Jersey
signed the contract that granted her a
full athletic scholarship to North Carolina State University in November of
2010 changed her life forever.
“It was scary and exciting and
wonderful all at the same time” she
said in an interview with The VOICE.
Jarred began training when
she was four years old. “My mom took
me to a [gymnastics] birthday party
and I had fun so she started taking
me to classes. The people that worked
there suggested that I try out for the
team,” said Jarred.
Three years later, after making the local Arena Gymnastics team
in Hamilton, Jarred started competing
in regional and national gymnastics
meets.
One of Jarred’s first coaches
from GymLand, Valdi Kolasa, said,
“Lane showed great skills early on
in her career and training. She was
strong, responsible, talented, and a
hard worker at a very young age.”
Jarred explained that she
missed out on a lot of normal opportunities in her childhood such as birthday parties, school dances, and socializing because of gymnastics.
“I can’t even remember a time
when I didn’t have practice. Sometimes I felt like I lived at the gym,” said
Jarred.
The time spent working on
her gymnastics paid off as she achieved
USA gymnastics regulations “Level
10”, which is the highest skill level, and
won the NJ State AA championship
title five years in a row from 2005 to
2011.
Jarred’s strongest categories
are in the beam and floor sections. She
took the fifth place overall for her floor
routine at Nationals in 2011 hosted by
ESPN.
“When I was first starting
out, I was really afraid of flipping over
the beam for the first time,” said Jarred
when asked about her strength in the
beam category.
The recruiting procedures began during Jarred’s sophomore year at
Lawrence High School, “we made a
video of all my events and sent it out to
like 20 schools,” Jarred said.
According to the NCAA,
about 2% of high school athletes receive athletic scholarships. Jarred is
included in that small percentage.
After receiving multiple offers from large, Division I colleges
such as Ohio State and University of
Pittsburgh, Lane ultimately decided to
further her education and gymnastics
career at North Carolina State University in Raleigh, North Carolina. The
19 year old is currently finishing up
her freshman year as a part of the NCState “Wolf pack” women’s gymnastics
team.
As the academic year winds
down, Lane says, “This year was really
crazy, I met so many nice people and
made a lot of friends. I worked hard in
my classes and at practice, but also had
a lot of fun.”

According to E.J. Nemeth (no relation to Joe Nemeth), when an arm injury ended his baseball career before
he even got to high school, a football
career and dreams of the NFL took its
place. Ultimately Nemeth, a 28-yearold local who had attended Notre
Dame High School, went on to play for
indoor football leagues rather than the
NFL. Despite a variety of setbacks, Nemeth has never abandoned his dream.
Since 2007 Nemeth has
played for for numerous AIFA, IFL
and SIFL teams including the Reading Express in 2007, the San Angelo
Stampede-Express and Alaska Wild in
2008, the Baltimore Mariners in 200910, and Utah Blaze and Trenton Steel
in 2011.
Playing for The Steel last year
brought Nemeth back to where he
grew up. The team ended the season
with a respectable eight win and five
loss record that took them to the semifinals, but the record wasn’t enough to
keep them in business. It Steel down
after its first season. Nemeth didn’t get
slowed down.
Prior to being drafted to the
Steel, Nemeth won the AIFA Championship in 2010 while on the Baltimore
Mariners who went 16-0 for the season. Nemeth won the player of the
year award for the same season.
In a recent interview with
The VOICE, Nemeth said, “Advancement depends largely on who you
know and luckily at this point in my
career I know people throughout
many leagues and all over the country.
I am confident in my ability to play the
game and with the right opportunity
I can show that.” Currently Nemeth is
playing for the Philadelphia Soul and
the Harrisburg Stampede.
Nemeth says he would like to
advance to higher football leagues, but
that he’s getting older and has begun to
lose the feeling of invincibility. Fortunately, he has found coaching, particularly in our local area, provides a way
for him to think about staying in the
game long term.
He began coaching when he
was just 22. “I had never coached before and I was afforded a rare opportunity at such a young age,” Nemeth said
of his position as head football coach
for Trenton Catholic Academy (TCA)
in Hamilton. Nemeth has also served
on the football coaching staffs of Bordentown High School and Hopewell
Valley High School.
“I respected him from day
one because of his work ethic. He is
a legend at Notre Dame High School
for what he accomplished on the field.
Personally, I think he was one of the
best coaches that I’ve had the privilege
to play for,” says former Trenton Catholic football player, Mark Maccaroni
(22) a current TCNJ student.
As Nemeth continues to
strive to reach his professional goals,
locals who have been following his career hope Nemeth will stay in the area
and perhaps return to coaching and
inspiring yonger athletes.
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Left: Lane Jarred competing against University of Florida for NCState Wolfpack gymnastics, where she received a 9.825 for her floor routine. Top right: EJ Nemeth during his year
with the Trenton Steel. Bottom right: Brett Newlin training for the London Olympic trials.

BRETT NEWLIN
By Zac Santanello
Reporter

As Olympic Rower Brett Newlin sat at the
starting line in Beijing seconds before the
buzzer went off, he knew the rush of competing in the Olympics would bring him
back four years later.
“Everything’s quiet. Even your
breathing. Your muscles are tensed in anticipation. Suddenly you’re aware of the
fact that all of the years of work you put
it have culminated to this one moment.
You’re competing to win at the freakin’
Olympics! That was it for me. It made such
an impact that I decided I was going to go
for it again four years later,” said Newlin in
a recent interview with The VOICE.
When first starting out on the
national team, Newlin used to live and
train in Princeton. While living in Princeton, Brett worked for The Princeton Running Company, because according to him,
“Strangely enough rowing doesn’t pay the
bills, so most of us have to get part time
jobs.”
Currently, Newlin is using his
degree in computer engineering at his
job with Mistras Group, Inc, a technology firm located in Princeton Junction. He
says he is “...fortunate enough to work remotely from the west coast, programming
embedded software for their numerous
electronic testing devices. So, I’m basically
a huge nerd with muscles.”
Although he went home with
no medals in the 2008 Beijing Olympics,
Newlin has been training in Chula Vista,
California for a spot on the United States

Men’s Eight Olympic Rowing team for the
upcoming 2012 London Summer Olympics. With the Olympics only two months
away, Newlin trains for close to 25-30 hours
a week to secure a seat on the US Olympic
team.
“That’s what the last four years has
been leading up to for me. The team isn’t
named until we get closer to the Games, so
everyone has to come with their ‘A’ game to
every training session,” he said.
For Newlin, this year could be his
last chance at competing in the Olympics.
“If I earn myself a seat I’ll be most excited about having one last chance to reach
Olympic glory. In Beijing I came up short
of the podium. I just turned 30 and plan on
retiring and having real life rush up to greet
me after this season. I’m moving and getting married in September. This is my last
shot. I’ve got to make it happen,” he said.
According to Newlin, the biggest
hurdle he has had to face in his rowing career has been, resisting the urge to stop.
“When your entire body and mind
is screaming at you to quit. You have to sacrifice so much to stay on course that you
miss many of the moments in life that other
people take for granted. I’ve missed weddings, funerals, reunions, parties; I have
friends that I haven’t seen in years invite
me to meet up and I just can’t make time
without putting my dream at risk. That’s the
hardest part. But quitting would hurt even
more,” he said.
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WATSON RESIGNS FOLLOWING INVESTIGATION
Continued from page 1

charges, the woman with whom
he had been residing took out a restraining order against him. Three
years earlier, another woman who
was a former student of his, had
also gotten a restraining order
against Watson as confirmed by
security records at Northeastern
University where Watson had
been an adjunct instructor.
In an interview conducted by The VOICE on April
12, President Donohue said, “The
severity and currency drives the
speed of our actions,” apparently
indicating that Watson’s legal issues were not recent and so did
not prompt the college to act with
any great haste to remove him.
Donohue told The VOICE that
this is America and that Watson
has due process rights.
Sources close to the police investigation say the Mercer
County prosecutor’s office, which
had initiated an investigation of
Watson, is no longer pursuing
the case because the college is not
interested in bringing charges.
However, it appears that the prosecutors in Delaware do intend
to pursue the matter and a case
could be brought against Watson
at either the state or federal level
in the future.
Watson’s current stu-

dents, however, have lived in a
state of uncertainty as Watson’s
situation has unfolded throughout the semester. Sociology professor Denise Ingram, who has
acted as a faculty advisor to many
of Watson’s students, told The
VOICE in a recent interview that
“students...have expressed concern over whether or not they
will receive credit for his class.”
Ingram explained that students
were worried about Watson’s frequent class cancellations because
they knew a certain number of
classroom hours are needed in order for a course to bear credit.
According to Ingram
not only was she contacted by
students at Mercer, but also by
former students who have transferred to William Paterson and
TCNJ. Of the students’ worries,
she said: “It seems all the campuses have had the same approach
to dealing with this...which is to
give as little information as possible...That is my major concern.
It leaves students to manufacture
their worst fears.” She went on to
say, “There is a general sense of:
‘we don’t know what’s going on,’
and that is unnerving for students. In fact, one student said [to
me], ‘we entrust our eduction to
you people and we need to feel
like we can rely on you.’”
Photography
Major

Tiffany Austin said, “This is my
school. So, to have a teacher like
that represent this school, it just
makes a bad impression. Why did
[Mercer] even hire him if he’s not
just focused on us?”
Other students, however, are upset that he will not be
here in the fall. Asjenae Morrison, a second year Criminal Justice Major, said, “Personally I’m
mad because I was gonna have
his class, and I heard he’s a great
teacher so I was like, dang, now I
have to pick somebody else.” Morrison continued, “I feel bad for
him. I wish he would come back
and teach... because all of the students love him.”
According to Ingram,
like the students, Mercer’s faculty
has been told little concerning
Watson. “It has created a very,
sort of, I guess the best way to put
it is: LA (Liberal Arts) is a wounded department. There is a perception of betrayal, being let down by
multiple people, most certainly
by our colleague...it seems as if
everyone can’t wait to get out of
here, and that’s unusual.”
Professor Craig Coenen,
who substituted for Watson’s
HIS109 and SOC209 classes on
April 25, said, “The administration has been, and I think rightfully so, very cautious in how
they deal with this very delicate
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situation. You want to do the right
thing for the students, the right
thing for the faculty members,
and the right thing for the college.”
According to Coenen,
the circumstances surrounding
Watson have had an “underlying
presence in the classroom.” He
said, “There were a few moments
in the [SOC209] class where students said things about the situation, not directly but they sort of
referenced the problems that Prof.
Watson is having, and it elicited a
response by some that was sort of
supportive and some against it as
well.”
Despite the different
opinions concerning Watson’s situation, Coenen says the students
remained “very professional the
whole time.”
Brandon Lee Rivera, a
Liberal Arts & Science Major who
had two classes with Watson and
who is also his advisee, said, “I try
not to get involved in it as much.
[It’s] just a lot unnecessary stress.
I don’t want to worry about it.”
Watson is scheduled to
teach through William Paterson’s
program at Mercer next semester,
according to their website. The

VOICE contacted Patrick Noonan, Director of Transfer Programs
and Special Sessions for William
Paterson, but he was unable to
respond by the time the VOICE
went to press.
Mercer is not the first
college from which Watson has
resigned. In 2007, Watson left
SUNY Old Westbury three weeks
into the spring semester. Three
years later, Watson parted ways
with Philadelphia’s Lincoln University.
Prof. Ingram believes
that, “There is a generalized cultural shift in America that is very
skeptical of higher ed and the
people who teach in higher [education]. There is some resentment
that they are elitist or aren’t useful and all those sorts of things.
When things like this happen it
reinforces this idea that schools
abide by different rules and no
one is policing them, ….I’m afraid
the backlash will be more intense
public scrutiny...and a very regimented school system, which is
problematic for higher [education] because there’s been a tradition of integrity.”

EDITOR’S NOTE: Due to her close connection to Prof. Watson and this
story --as a member of his department who knows many details of the
story that would not be available to students-- VOICE adviser Prof. Holly
Johnson recused herself from advising on this article. Advising was
provided by Prof. Emeritus Jim Franklin.

IN FOCUS
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HOT BAND REVIEW: The Skins have
 old souls
By Dan Povio
Reporter

Russell Chell, second year music
major at Mercer, has grown into a
killer lead-guitarist in the Brooklyn based rock group, The Skins.
Chell and his fellow guitarist, Daisy Spencer, have joined with three
siblings, Bayli, Kaya, and Reef
Mckeithan to form a band with a
refreshing new sound. The Skins
create a mixture of the heavy guitar blues of The Black Keys with
the new age soul vocals of Adele,
all while harkening back to the
early 1970s Metal bands. The
Skins EP has three tracks, all containing distinct but simple Jimmy
Page-style riffs repeating like a
Robert DeNiro character when he
knows he’s right about something.
I’m not denying the cool
factor of Donnie and Marie or
Sonny and Cher, but the Mckeithan’s sound introduces a dark,
bluesy twist to sibling groups.
Between Bayli’s haunting Amy
Winehouse-style vocals and the
bumping rock pocket of Kaya
and Reef ’s bass and drums, the
maturity of their sound reflects a
lifetime of rock by day and blues
by night. The maturity of their
sound is surprising since none of
the Mckeithans are old enough to
buy cigarettes.
The new-age R&B sound
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Russell Chell, lead guitarist of The Skins, during a guitar lesson with
music professor James Kelly on May 1, 2012.
of the Mckeithan family is complemented by Chell and Spencer’s dueling guitars. It’s hard to
tell through the smokescreen of
distortion exactly where Chell’s
guitar ends and Spencer’s begins,
showing musical understanding and control far beyond their
years. Chell’s screaming solo on
“Summertime” carries all the zeal,
vigor and tasty licks you could ask
for.
In his interview with the

VOICE, Chell said, “I use that
stuff in my music all the time.” He
continued: “Everything I know
about jazz, I learned from James
Kelly.” That is, Professor James
Kelly, Coordinator of the Music
program here at Mercer.
In an interview with The
VOICE, Prof. Kelly said, “From
my point of view, we’ve cultivated
a great relationship as a sort of
mentor-apprentice kind of thing.”
He continued, “But his time is
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divided...” While Prof. Kelly was
concerned with Chell’s split time
between his education and his
music career, Kelly offered heartfelt advice for life as a musician:
“This is an opportunity you can’t
possibly pass up. You have to go
for it, now. An opportunity like
this presents itself maybe once,
and you have to go for it while
you’re young.”
Second year Mercer music major at Mercer, Kurt Moreton, explained The Skins’ very
particular sound: “The Skins remind me of The Heavy, in that
they’re really freakin’ heavy.”
The VOICE asked Chell
about The Skins’ major influences, he responded in his naturally
understated yet condescending
style, “Well, we like music.” After
peeling through a few layers of
sarcasm he said, “Straight ahead
rock. Led Zeppelin, Black Sabbath, it’s kind of like a mix of shit.
Obviously a lot of rock influence,
but our singer is more into Amy
Winehouse, very R&B and soul
influenced.”
Chell gave his thoughts
on the Rock n roll lifestyle. His
response carried the wisdom of
an old rocker who did coke and
dressed up like Ru Paul in the
70’s, but got his act together after
realizing that all of his money and
dignity were tied up in pantyhose
and KISS memorabilia. “If you’re

into the whole dickin’ around and
getting drunk and high all the
time thing, you’re not going to get
shit done. You kind of have to get
your shit together if you’re really
going to do it,” he said.
And The Skins are doing
it. They are working with Wreckroom Records out of Brooklyn,
NY, and have a EP released on
iTunes. They’ve been featured
several times on Afropunk.com,
and they will be playing at the
Afro-punk festival this August.
Afro-punk is an organization
stemming from a 2003 rock and
roll cult-classic film of the same
title. On the Afropunk.com, it describes itself as “a touchstone of a
cultural movement strongly reminiscent of the early days of HipHop.”
In “Ocean,” off The Skins
EP, Bayli introduces a raunchy
Hendrix-style guitar solo, belting the words, “Watch out, watch
out. This fire is starting to burn!” I
can’t help but agree, and
If you are as sick as I am
of the cookie cutter songs on the
radio led by half-decent female
vocalists, go on Facebook, add
them, buy their EP on iTunes,
take a trip up to NY and see them,
and most of all enjoy the brilliantly original sounds of The Skins,
featuring Mercer’s very own Russell Chell.

Why transfer?
Felician College offers its accredited

RN to BSN
Fast-Track Program
Onsite at

MERCER COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE
• 17-month fast-track program
• Meets one day a week – same day of week for program duration
• Earn three graduate-level credits at the undergraduate tuition rate
• Qualified graduates may automatically be accepted into the
MSN program

CONTACT:
Marie Scolavino at 609-586-4800 x3368
or scolavinom@felician.edu
S T UDENTS FIRST

201.559.6077 • adultandgraduate@felician.edu • felician.edu
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Stephen Middleton

Miles Applegate caroms over
the architectural obstacles surrounding Mercer’s lawn like a
kangaroo; one can almost see
the springs attached to his black
Converse sneakers. As his lithe
body tenses, he prepares to conquer the next barrier; first the
paint-chipped handrails, then
the cement tiers that tower
above. Then he drops casually off
the structures, landing with a soft
thud. These somersaults, backflips, and roundoff flash-kicks
form a graceful routine in a sport
known as parkour. Mercer students strolling to class may be astonished to witness the acrobatic
maneuvers, but to Applegate and
his friends, this is just another
Tuesday.
Applegate, a third year
Physical Science major, has par-

ticipated in parkour since the
fall of 2009. Parkour is physical discipline that, according to
its founder David Belle, “allows
[one] to overcome obstacles,
both in the urban and natural
environments.”
However, Belle’s definition doesn’t capture the full athletic grace and complexity of the
sport or its edgy appeal.
In his article “How
Parkour Works,” posted on the
Discovery subsidiary website
HowStuffWorks.com,
author
Cameron Lawrence paints a
more detailed picture of parkour. Lawrence says, “it is creative expression through acrobatic moves like leaping from
walls and over gaps, ground
rolls and precision jumping...instead of running laps...[one nav-

igates] through the city, making
the urban landscape [a] personal
obstacle course, a playground for
strength, freedom, courage and
discipline.”
It is both the agility and
risk involved with parkour which
make the sport ideal for movies.
Belle’s expertise has been used
in several American movies, including Disney’s Prince of Persia
and Colombiana(2010). Perhaps
the most famous feature of parkour is the opening scene of Casino Royale (2006) during which
James Bond, played by Daniel
Craig, chases his target through
the streets of a city in Madagascar.
Of the media’s portrayal,
and the resulting stereotypes of
parkour, Applegate says, “People
assume most parkour athletes

to just be kids, similar to skateboarders, who like to be reckless...
kids who have no knowledge of
the consequences of doing such
dangerous activities nor the disciplined background behind it...
but few know that parkour was
actually designed around the
idea of efficient movement with
the least amount of energy expended.”
Parkour is also about
individual expression. On Tuesdays and Thursdays, Applegate
teaches the other Mercer students
the fundamentals of parkour.
The manifestation of those skills,
however, is up to each person’s
physical and artistic strengths.
Marcellus Cole, a firstyear Early Childhood Education
student at Mercer’s James Kerney
campus, is one athlete of varied




background. As a child of
the military, Cole lived in
multiple locations worldwide including Japan and
Korea, where he says he
sometimes felt like an
outcast. To change his
situation, Cole became
involved in martial
arts. During his time
in the United States,
Cole also learned
how to breakdance.
“New parkour
artists, go straight into
parkour unlike me.” says Cole.
“When I grew up parkour wasn’t
around. [My transition to the
sport] was simple. I began with
basic running and jumping and
getting used to taking the chance
and risk, and then I just used my
dancing and karate for the rest.”
Like Cole, Applegate ap-

plies a background in
martial
arts to
p a r k o u r ;
these skills
are
manifested
i n
their tricking, a form of acrobatic
moves both use. Tricking is similar to parkour in that it derives
from multiple sports, including
floor gymnastics, to create new
forms of movement like flips,
twists and kicks. However, unlike
parkour, a major component of
tricking is showmanship; therefore, the sport is best suited to
a gym. For Cole and Applegate,
parkour seemed a natural expansion from tricking.
Despite years of experience performing skills such as
round-off backflips, Miles and

Cole incur frequent injuries
--mostly minor ones-- including Cole’s shoulder sprain at last
Thursday’s practice.
Teammate
Jonathan
Zahn, has suffered the greatest
number of injuries. Zahn, a first
year Liberal Arts student, says he
has broken several fingers and
shattered at least one ankle while
training for parkour.
Zahn told The VOICE,
“Fear has always prevented me
from my best...fear is also why I
get hurt. [I get hurt] if i become
afraid and stall at a critical moment...if one wants to do parkour
fully, they must trust their ability.”
Another Mercer park-
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our participant, second year music major Solomon Bradley said
“You won’t get hurt if you know
your body’s limits and capabilities.”
From Applegate, Cole,
Zahn and Bradley to Belle and
other professionals, parkour is
a way in which people can exercise and have fun simultaneously. Likewise, from amateur to
expert, self-awareness remains
central to the practice of parkour.
Belle states on his website, “Parkour is firstly about the
useful side, to teach people how
to trust themselves, to learn to be
careful. The philosophy is always
to advance, never to stop. If some
time you have problems, like in
life, if you have an obstacle you
must always continue forward.”
PHOTOS | MATTHEW ARNOLD
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IS THIS YOU?

I AM THE
ONLY STUDENT
PAYING
ATTENTION!

YES?
YOU BELONG WITH US!

Build your resume.
See your work in print.
Make friends .
FInd your voice!

WRITERS

NOW RECRUITING

PHOTOGRAPHERS

NEWSPAPER

DESIGNERS

The College VOICE

Meet ings:
Mon + Wed
12-1:15pm

email for more info:

pollack.laura@gmail.com
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NEW MEDIA
Like the articles you see in this paper? Want to learn how to write
them, design new layout for print and online formats, and build a
marketable resume? Check out Mercer’s New Media program.

609-584-8700
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BULLDOZING FARMS ISN’T “GREEN”
AN OPEN LETTER TO THE THE COMMUNITY

A letter from a concerned neighbor to the college community regarding MCCC’s solar installation project

You will soon hear a lot of self-congratulatory remarks from your administration
about the solar facility it intends to build on campus.

The area to be covered by the solar
installation is more than five times
as big as the space occupied by the
buildings on the West Windsor campus.

Dr. Donohue will wear a fake construction hat for a groundbreaking photo with a
shiny shovel. She’ll tell reporters how “green” the college is and how it is leading
the way towards a better future.
Don’t fall for it. The only “green” the college or its commercial partners care
about is the kind you find in your wallet. Or, more precisely, in theirs.

Environmental Concerns
The college’s plan calls for the destruction of an ecosystem by removing 130 60year old trees. Once those annoyances are out of its way, the school will cover 65
acres of productive farmland with 42,000 solar panels and 8-foot security fencing.
This land has been in agricultural use for hundreds of years. Its soil is classified
as in the 20% best for farming in the country. And once the panels are
hammered into it, the land will be permanently unfit for agriculture.
SOLAR
INSTALLATION

Don’t trust people who take a chainsaw to woodlands in the name of the
environment.

Lack of Community Engagement
Farming and open space are part of the heritage of this area. But we should not
be surprised that the college doesn’t recognize that.
The best schools strive to be active and engaged partners with the communities
in which they reside. MCCC has never made any such effort, choosing instead to
exist in a bubble.
This project is going forward without any meaningful engagement with the
school’s host communities – including the neighbors who will live next door to it.
MCCC presented residents with superficial information and made it clear it did
so only as “a courtesy.”
Look at the strip club-style signs it erected across the street from 250-year-old
farmhouses and you’ll see just how out of touch MCCC is with its surroundings.

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION | THE COLLEGE VOICE

West Windsor Campus

Financial Viability
The proposed facility depends on a risky financial agreement with a commercial
partner. SunLight General Capital is only two years old and expects only 9% of
its revenue to come from generating electricity. The rest is reliant on tax credits
and incentives, which have plummeted in value since the project was conceived.

Site Plan

Representatives from the company have stated publicly that they cannot make a
profit on the project at current rates. Even worse, almost all of its business is tied
up in the New Jersey solar market – where the bubble has burst.
So what happens when this company’s strategy of relying on “Monopoly money”
fails? As you might have guessed, a “guaranty” in the deal requires Mercer
County taxpayers to pick up the tab.

Smart and Sustainable Development
I want to make it clear that we do not oppose solar energy. We believe it is vital
to our future and should be encouraged. But this “land grab” epitomizes the
worst practices in development.
The current plan shows a lack of vision, leadership, and good planning. It is a
coward’s green initiative.
What has the school done to reduce its energy consumption?
MCCC could have engaged its students, faculty, and community to find
innovative ways to build renewable energy, including on roofs and over parking
lots. These are already considered best practices elsewhere.
But the school did not have the courage to do so. Instead, it is taking the cheap
and easy way out – selling off one of the area’s greatest assets for a few extra
dollars.
And we’ll all be stuck paying for it for years to come.
To learn more, visit SmarterSolarNJ.com.
-Richard Campbell (MCCC ‘00)

Site plan provided as part of the slide presentation to residents by the Mercer
County Community College and the solar installation developer on April 4,
2012.
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n March 29, the Student
Government Association (SGA) held a meeting to address student concerns
about the proposed campus wide
smoking ban. Those who attended discovered that there was no
actual, concrete reason given for
the ban.
Out-going SGA student
body president, Alex Henry, speculated about reasons for the ban.
He cited concern for some students and staff who are allergic to
cigarette smoke, the mess created
by cigarette butts being littered
on the ground, and the failure
of security guards to enforce the
smoking restrictions currently in
place.
The SGA then heard arguments,
both for and against the ban.
They recorded the statements of
30 plus students against the ban,
and three who were in favor of
it, and said that they were going
to present them before the CGC
executive team that will be voting
on the ban.
A CGC representative at
the meeting, who would not give
her name, said that there was not
an executive team in place but
that the CGC was going to hold a
meeting to elect one. The elected
team would then go on to vote on
making the campus smoke free.
She wouldn’t say when the meeting to elect the executive team was
going to be held, and wouldn’t say
who first proposed the ban.
Perhaps the most offensive reason offered is that no one
should be able to smoke because
some students and staff are allergic to the smoke. This is a transparent attempt to eliminate smoking while appearing benevolent
and caring. If there was any actual
concern for student health, Mercer would have a full-time nurse

and they would have replaced the
lone psychologist, who quit last
month. The cafeteria and vending machines should stop selling
products that contain nuts, and
start serving low-fat, hypo-allergenic choices.
If they are really worried
about the mess, they could put
more ashtrays at the designated
smoking areas and acknowledge
the efforts of students like third
year Theater Arts major Nick Andrejco who organized a cleanup
team to sweep up all the stray
butts laying around campus. Andrejco and his team did this in
less than an hour on the day of the
SGA meeting.
Maybe the real problem
is CGC is mad that security isn’t
enforcing the current policy, but
making a more extreme policy is
guaranteed to fail spectacularly.
It would be like banning cars
because cops weren’t writing
speeding tickets. That thinking
makes no sense. It’s bad enough
that Mercer has a totally unenforceable visible ID tag policy,
but adding another completely
unenforceable policy? How can
anyone take this school seriously
when the people in charge believe
it is reasonable to burden 15 security officers with the obligation
to police an estimated four thousand smokers (presumably in between checking the ID’s of 12,000
students)? It’s wrong headed and
embarrassing.
Frankly, Mercer has
pursued a number of foolhardy
notions of late, from letting a felonious professor stick around
to rile up his classes through the
end of the semester, to putting
in $160,000 flashing signs at the
school’s entrances. It’s time for
a win for Mercer, and banning
smoking on campus will not be it.

T

he good news is smoking
has finally been banned
from most indoor public
places, which is a great start to
preventing secondhand smoke,
but what about the fresh air?
Smokers are ruining that, too.
Honestly, what the hell is wrong
with you smokers? Why are you
fighting so hard for something
that may have you fighting for
your life one day?
Maybe you think I’m
over-reacting, but researchers
at Stanford University disagree.
“We were surprised to discover
that being within a few feet of a
smoker outdoors may expose
you to air pollution levels that are
compatible, on average, to indoor
levels that we measured in previous studies of homes and taverns,”
according to Wayne Ott, professor of civil environmental engineering at Stanford University, in
the article “Secondhand Smoke at
Sidewalk Cafes and Other Outdoor Settings Is Still Serious, According to Scientists.” The article
was published on the Science Daily website.
The Stanford findings
mean that every time a Mercer
County Community College student walks by one of the on campus smoking huts that are filled
with smokers, they can be affected
by secondhand smoke.
“I don’t like the smoking
huts,” said Frank Fuccello, second year Exercise Science major
at MCCC, “because in order to
get to a lot of my classes I have to
walk by them and I can’t stand the
smoke.” Fuccello said he tries to
find different ways to his classes
just to avoid the huts. It is ridiculous that a Mercer student who is
just trying to actually go to class
has to be inconvenienced by buttheads.

Maybe the saddest aspect of the hut problem is that it
is tied to a problem described by
my colleague at the VOICE, Zac
Satanello, who wrote last month
about the lack of social space on
Mercer’s campuses. The school is
really at fault here. Some students
take to the huts because they are
trying to make connections. Students like Nick Andrejco, a third
year Theater major who told
The VOICE he basically took up
smoking so he could spend time
with other people in his program.
Talking to Nick made me soften
my stance somewhat. Since Mercer is in no rush to build a campus
that offers adequate social space
for students to bond, the smoking
huts may, in fact, be needed. But
I also need to be able to breathe.
The good news is that someone
has proposed a reasonable compromise.
I recently attended a
Mercer S.G.A meeting set up to
allow students to voice their opinions about whether our campus
should become smoke free or
not. During the meeting, senior
Asuman Ekiza, aLiberal Arts major, presented a solution that even
one as extremely anti-smoking as
I might be okay with.
“Just make the huts larger and push them back further
away from the paths,” said Ekiza.
If that keeps the lingering smoke
away from those of us who actually care about our lungs while
protecting the rights of those
who don’t, I’m all for it. Now I’m
sure it would cost money to move
and enlarge the huts, but hey,
if the school can come up with
$160,000 for gaudy digital signs
at both entrances, then I’m sure
they can scrounge up the money
to pay for something we actually
care about.

Want to weigh in on the smoking hut debate? Let your VOICE be heard!
visit us online at: www.mcccvoice.org
Editorial Policy:
The College VOICE is written and edited by students of Mercer County
Community College and published every 3 weeks under the advisement
of a faculty adviser. The material printed in The College VOICE, be
it articles, advertisements or opinion pieces, does not necessarily
represent the views of the editors, the faculty, staff, administration or
the board of trustees of Mercer County Community College.

Write to The College VOICE!
Do you have something to say? The College VOICE accepts letters to
the editor. Submissions should be no more than 300 words; longer
submissions may be shortened. Submit materials in electronic format,
and include your name and status at Mercer (major and year, faculty
or staff position or alumnus). All materials submitted become the
property of The College VOICE, which reserves the right to reject or
edit material based on length, taste or clarity.

How to contact us:

e-mail:
pollack.laura@gmail.com
phone: (609) 586-4800 ext. 3594
write to: The College VOICE
Mercer County College
PO Box B
Trenton, NJ 08690
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JUST 4 FUN

horoscopes

ASK THE VOICE: good answers to tough questions
Help is Mercer, but I’m afraid to
here! do flips off of buildings
that are falling down.
Suggestions?
-Hot for Parkour

-The VOICE.

Dear VOICE,
I resent having to wear
my ID tag. If I get busted,
what is the fine. The
student handbook says
Dear Hot for Parkour,
$25, but the director of
When security was asked
HR told me it was just
about the broken down
$10. Security said they
campus they gave us this
weren’t sure. Which is it?
reassuring message to
Dear Voice,
-Sneaky Pete
pass along: “The campus
So Watson resigned. So
has eyes...and ears -- they
what? Obviously he was
Dear Sneaky Peter,
moving on to go to better are everywhere.” Not sure Like many student
if that’s a comfort to you.
things at a better school.
policies Mercer’s official
Maybe save the parkour
What is the story here?
view is don’t ask, don’t
for after you transfer.
-Aunt PittyPat LaRue
tell. If you’re asking our
-The VOICE
opinion, it’s $10.
Dear Aunt PittyPat,
-The VOICE
Dear Voice,
Good to hear from you
______
again. How are Leah, Tim So no more smoking huts, NOTE: THIS FEATURE IS
and Samuel doing? We’re huh? What goon thought
FOR ENTERTAINMENT
sending you all our best. that would be a good idea? PURPOSES ONLY. ANY
-Fire Hazard
RESEMBLANCE TO
-The VOICE
Dear Voice,
I’m interested in joining
the parkour group at

Classic Peanuts

Dear Fire Hazard,
The admins are saying we
can smoke in our cars.

ACTUAL PROBLEMS IS
PURELY COINCIDENTAL.

Capricorn

Dec. 22 - Jan. 19
The end of the semester
won’t stop you from
making new friends.
Going out and meeting
new people may leave
you pleasantly surprised.

Taurus

Apr. 20 - May 20
Your birthday just passed,
but the fun doesn’t have
to stop. Start the summer
off with a bang and be
more adventurous.

Virgo

Aquarius

Jan. 20 - Feb. 18
All that studying has
not gone unnoticed. A
stress-free summer is in
your future, but only if
you stop over-thinking
things.

Gemini

May 21 - Jun. 20
It has been a long and
rough semester, but
things are finally winding
down. I think a nice
vacation to the beach is
in order.

Libra

Pisces

Feb. 19 - Mar. 20
Spend some time
focusing on yourself
this month. Grab a good
book, some lemonade,
and go somewhere
secluded to get a little
you-time.

Cancer

Jun. 21 - Jul. 22
All kinds of people have
wondered into your life
this semester, and you
can’t seem to shake them.
Sometimes being rude
is the only way to avoid
stories about someone’s
cat.

Scorpio

Aries

Mar. 21 - Apr. 19
Keep an eye out for
any Virgo’s you meet
this month. Not all first
impressions are what
they seem.

Leo

Jul. 23 - Aug. 22
The Summer Goddess is
feeling whimsical. With
the moon currently in the
house of Capricorn, you
should seek out someone
with that sign and begin
a new friendship.

Sagittarius

Aug. 23 - Sept. 22

Sept. 23 - Oct. 22

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21

Nov. 22 - Dec. 21

Be hesitant to trust an
Aries this month, as
they are distrustful of
your intentions and may
present a problem.

This is the year of
your sister sign, the
Dragon. During the
waning moon, you will
experience a great tide of
luck and good fortune.

With Mars leaving the
12th house, your troubles
will fade to distant shades
on the horizon. It’s time
to seize your future, my
friend. Stay thirsty.

Sagittarius represents a
centaur, a fusion of wild
freedom and the stoic
latency of man. Let this
dichotomy guide you,
and remind you that
there is always another
approach to any problem.

2X DILBERT AND GET FUZZY

