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Holiday Survival Guide!
- Play holiday BINGO

- Give THIS not THAT 

- Watch movies that won’t make you gag

- Find gifts for impossible people

Santa out of work for Christmas

For 14 years, Trenton resident 
Brian Hill has been a Christmas 
Santa, featured in Trenton’s an-
nual Thanksgiving parade. Last 
year, Trenton’s mayor Tony Mack 
publicly acknowledged Hill dur-
ing the parade, saying, according 
to an article in The Trentonian, 
“‘Let’s give it up for Santa. We 
love you. We’ve got a lot of great 
plans for our city, and we cannot 
do them without [Santa].’” Less 
than a year later, Hill was laid off 
from his job as the director of the 
Ellarslie city art museum director 
by the mayor’s office.
 In a recent interview 
with The VOICE Hill explained 
the situation as he sees it. He said, 
“From 1989 to fiscal year 2010, 
the budget of $13,570 [for El-
larslie] never changed. On that 
budget, [I] raised annual atten-
dance from 4,000 to 21,000, [be-
tween 1998 and 2010.] Ellarslie 
became something wonderful.”
 The layoff of the familiar 

Santa comes during a tumultuous 
time for the mayor’s office. He is 
facing a bitter recall and has been 
accused by many residents of cro-
nyism and poor management of 
the city.
 David Ponton, Jr., Chair-
man of Committee to Recall May-
or Tony F. Mack said of the Santa 
layoff: “The decisions that Tony 
Mack made in regards to Brian 
Hill is a disgrace to the city.  The 
museum is not what it used to be.”
 This year, following his 
layoff, Brian Hill did not volun-
teer to play Santa in the Trenton 
Thanksgiving parade and at the 
city’s tree lighting. When the city 
found itself Santa-less Jason Rod-
gers, a city sanitation worker, was 
asked to step into the roll.
 According to Lauren 
Ira, a mayor’s office spokesper-
son, “Existing city employees 
were solicited to play Santa”  by “a 
committee of City employees and 
faithful volunteers.”
 Two days before this 
year’s parade, Jason Rodgers, a 
city sanitation worker, was con-
tacted and asked to pinch hit as 
Santa for the parade.  

 When asked who had 
contacted him, Rogers told The 
VOICE, “That I cannot answer. I 
got a phone call, and I accepted.” 
He added, “I’m the chairperson 
of Fathers and Men United for 
a Better Trenton.  We do a lot of 
community service, so that might 
have been why I was chosen.”
 According to The Tren-
ton Times article “Honoring Out-
standing Trentonians,” printed 
Sunday, October 2, 2011, Rogers 
was awarded the public employee 
if the year award by the Trenton 
Council of Civic Association. The 
article also notes that “Until 2004, 
Jason was in and out of trouble 
and in and out of incarceration.” 
Rogers apparently turned his life 
around while in prison, receiving 
a GED and completing 26 college 
credits.
 According to Facebook, 
Rogers (known as “The Wise 
One”) is also a member of The 
New Name Alliance, a spiritual 
group that describes itself as “an 
association of different innova-
tive ministries and programs that 

By Anna Bosted
Senior Reporter
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Famous Trenton Santa laid-off from job at art museum

See SANTA page 10

Former Trenton Santa Brian Hill with his personalized Santa-mobile.

Mercer is set to become the home 
of the largest solar panel array 
on a college campus in North 
America. The energy installation 
is to be built in one of the corn 
fields adjacent to the college and 
is scheduled to be completed by 
December 2012.  
 Mercer’s President, 
Dr. Patricia Donahue, told The 
VOICE, that the solar project 
will not cause student tuition to 
be raised as the funds are coming 
from a renewable energy initiative 
at the state and county level.  
 Donohue believes the 
project will ultimately save MCCC 
money. She said, “We have cut an 
awful lot of our budget lately...part 
of the savings [on electricity] we 
hope will help stabilize some of 
the cutting [of staff] we’ve had to 

do.”  Actual figures on how much 
the college will save will not be 
available until the project is com-
plete, but a Mercer press release 
issued in September estimated the 
savings at $1 million per year.
 Donahue explained that 
the total combined utility bills 
for the James Kearney Campus 
and the West Windsor campus 
are around $3.4 million and are 
responsible for roughly 6 percent 
of the budget.  Donohue says the 
goal is for the solar panels to pro-
vide 70 percent of the power us-
age for the West Windsor campus.
 Professor Garry Perry-
man who teaches Solar Installa-
tion Technology at Mercer says 
that the solar field will be “a real 
specialty to maintain.” When 
asked about potential student in-
volvement with the project, Per-
ryman said: “Someone from the 
solar field design company will do 
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Irene Calabria, co-captain of 
MCCC’s women’s soccer team, 
got her first soccer ball when she 
was only three years old, and in 
that moment a love for the sport 
was born. However, she grew up 
in Madrid, Spain where young 
girls are not given the opportunity 
to play soccer.
 “When I was in school, 
it was soccer just for guys… my 
mom had to go and say to the 
professors my girl wants to play 
soccer so let her play,” she said.
 Calabria played with the 
boys until the age of 14 when it 
was first possible to play on an all 
girls team. However, she said the 
girls “weren’t so good”, and de-
cided to take some time off from 
soccer until she got to college.
 After graduating from 
the college with a bachelor’s de-
gree she decided that she wanted 
to pursue opportunities in Amer-
ica. In August of 2010, Calabria 
traveled overseas to a foreign land 
to begin a new academic and ath-
letic career.
 “It was difficult because 
of the language,” she said, having 
never spoken English outside of a 
school setting.
 After three semesters at 

Mercer, Calabria has adapted and 
flourished in her new environ-
ment. Playing the position of left 
defender, Calabria earned second 
team all conference honors in her 
first year, and this past semester 
she was voted to the first team all 
conference as well as the Garden 
State Athletic Conference First 
Team.
 “From the door she’s 
energetic. She’s one of the best fe-
male defenders I’ve seen in a long 
time,” said coach Michelle Og-
born-Heywood. She continued, 
“[Calabria’s] the whole package 
of what you look for in a female 
athlete.”
 According to her coach 
and teammates, Calabria deploys 
a combination of hard work, lead-
ership through example and com-
petitive spirit.
 “She’s in the gym every 
single day, sometimes more than 
once a day” says Michelle Og-
born-Heywood.
 Despite a groin injury 
early in the season, Calabria 
played through the pain to help 
the team.
 “Without a doubt a cou-
ple of games we won would have 
been lost without her. She was a 
major factor in all of our wins,” 
said Ogborn-Heywood. When 
things looked bleak after the 
women’s team got off to a seven 

loss and one tie start this past sea-
son, Calabria’s competitiveness 
wouldn’t quit.
 “When we were losing 
she just kept giving and giving,” 
said Ogborn-Heywood. Eventu-
ally the team would turn their 
season around, finishing with a 
7-12-1 record.
 Goalkeeper Jessica Lars-
en believes that Calabria’s best 
moment from the season was 
when she broke away form her left 
defenders position to help out the 
team offensively. Clabria took the 
ball and headed up the field. Irene 
weaved the ball down the field 
and took aim from around mid-
field and soared a shot over the 
head of the opposing goalkeeper 
for a goal. “It was the most amaz-
ing shot I’ve ever seen in my life,” 
said Larsen.
 While her position as 
defender occasionally affords her 
opportunities to score goals, her 
real mission is to make it more 
difficult for an opposing player 
to get the ball past teammate and 
goalkeeper Jessica Larsen. “She 
saves me constantly and I love her 
for it,” said Larsen.
 Calabria plans to gradu-
ate Mercer with a physical thera-
pist assistant degree, and hopes 
to transfer to a four year college, 
preferably one that allows her to 
continue playing soccer.

Soccer star Irene Calabria learned to play with the boys
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Mercer Vikings women’s soccer star, Irene Calabria, earned 
her second team all conference honors this fall. 

By Stephen Harrison
Reporter

Four of the seven runners from 
the women’s cross country team 
traveled to Hobbs, New Mexico to 
run in the National Junior College 
Athletic Association (NJCAA) 
Division I Championship.  Erika 
Manley, Sierra Downs, Jaqueline 
Goncalves, and Anajae Register 
competed in the five kilometer 
run on November 12.
 In order for a team to 
officially place in the race there 
must be at least five runners rep-
resented, which left the team one 
runner shy of being able to of-
ficially score. Coach Erin Cahill 
indicated that only four girls on 
the team posted times that quali-
fied them for nationals this year.  
This is an improvement over last 
year when the team only had two 
runners, neither of whom quali-
fied for nationals; 2011 is only 
the second year Mercer has had a 
women’s cross country team.
 Erika Manley posted 
the best time from Mercer with 
23:50.56.
 Despite not the fact that 
none of the women on the team 
placed, coach Erin Cahill said she 
believes that it was a learning ex-
perience for those who attended.
 Downs, who had the sec-
ond best time with 24:54.65, said 
she took a lot away from getting 
to travel to New Mexico. “Going 
to nationals put the entire season 
into perspective. We worked re-
ally hard during the season for 
something. It made everything 
come together. There was a pur-
pose to it,” said Downs.
 Cahill believes that the 

team still stuck together to sup-
port one another. “Even though 
[the whole team] didn’t go they 
still pushed each other. It shows 
how close we grew as a team. [The 
women are] running for everyone 
at Mercer,” she said.
 The last race of the sea-
son set the stage for good scores 
at Nationals. The team placed 
second at the Region XIX Cham-
pionships on October 22, 2011. 
Manley placed fifth over, while 
Downs, Goncalves, and Register 
placed seventh, ninth, and tenth 
respectively.
 The runners said that the 
New Mexico climate added new 
challenges that the runners were 
not used to. “The thing that added 
the challenged I think was that it 
was windy and dusty. I don’t think 
any of the girls are used to that,” 

said Downs.
 Cahill realized the wind 
added an extra factor, but thinks 
that the girls overcame it. “The 
girls did pretty well. The only is-
sue was it was very windy. The 
wind effected everyone’s times,” 
Cahill said.
 “The weather was sur-
prisingly chilly, but the course 
that we ran on was so awesome. 
On the course there were hills 
that were really short and steep. 
There’s five or six of them in a row, 
and the rest of the course was flat,” 
said Downs.
 During the off season the 
runners will continue to train to-
gether. Next season Cahill hopes 
to bring five or seven girls to na-
tionals. “The goal for next season 
is to have a full scoring team,” she 
said.

PHOTO COURTESY OF ERIN CAHILL

By Laura Pollack
Senior Reporter

By Laura Pollack
Senior Reporter

Mercer’s women’s soccer team 
started the season off down sev-
en games to one, but turned it 
around to finish the season with 
seven wins, twelves losses and one 
tie, enabling them to compete in 
the Region XIX semifinals.
 Mike DeAngelis, the as-
sistant coach of the team for four 
years, said that the team had a lot 
of “tough luck losses” at the start 
of the season. “The games we lost 
were very close,” he said.
 DeAngelis says that the 
team turned their season around 
during a weekend trip to play 
against Lackawanna. During the 
trip, he says, the players become 
closer, which then translated to 
better on the field play. “We were 
losing the first half and came back 
and won,” said DeAngelis.
 Both DeAngelis and 
head coach Michelle Ogborn-
Haywood noted how the women’s 
teamwork began to improve dur-
ing the second half of their sea-
son.
 “The players started 
to buy into the system,” said 
DeAgenlis.
 According to defender 
Irene Calabria, “[Ogborn-Hay-
wood] tried to keep us together. 
She kept us as a group, as a fam-
ily.”  
 Calabria attributes the 
team’s improvement to a growing 
“confidence between the girls on 

the team.” She went on to say that 
the players “changed some be-
haviors” such as selfishness. “We 
learned we have to give our best 
in every game and don’t give up. 
Accept when you lose and why,” 
Calabria said.
 Calabria believes that 
game in which they played their 
best was their last home game, in 
which they lost to Ocean County 
College 0-1 in overtime. Ocean, 
their season rival, was always fa-
vored to win, but Mercer played 
hard until the end.
 “We played overtime, 
and we played so good,” said Ca-
labria.
 Irene Calabria and Sa-
mantha Biondi were picked for 
the Garden State Athletic Con-
ference First Team, and were also 
named to the First Team All-Re-
gion XIX.
 “Irene has tremendous 
heart, and she’s a team leader... 
Sam is a huge leader on the field,” 
said DeAngelis.
 Chelsea Pitonyak was 
also named to the Second Team 
All-Region XIX.
 “Chelsea is a young play-
er and did an awesome job in her 
first year. The sky’s the limit for 
what she can do next year,” said 
DeAngelis.
 After losing the semifi-
nal game 0-1 to Burlington, the 
top ranked team, the players will 
spend the off season training and 
getting ready for next fall.

Women’s Soccer Team 
on a roll at end of season

Women’s XC crosses country for Nationals

Lady Vikings finish 7-12-1

Mercer lady Viking’s cross country team participated in the 
NJCAA Division I championship in Hobbs, New Mexico.
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Want to advertise with The VOICE? 
Email johnsonh@mccc.edu for ad rates!

Mercer TV prof goes to Hollywood

Mercer’s Associate Professor of Commu-
nications Steve Voorhees was chosen to 
represent Mercer Community College in a 
program sponsored by the Television Acad-
emy of Arts and Sciences from November 8 
to 12. The program was called, ““See How 
Primetime Entertainment Works Behind 
the Scenes.”
 Prof. Voorhees travelled to Hol-
lywood to experience television produc-
tion firsthand and interact with Hollywood 
professionals. The participants were invited 
to attend seminar panels with professional 
directors, writers and Hollywood produc-
ers.
 Twenty faculty members from 

both two and four-year colleges were se-
lected to participate. Mercer was one of 
three community colleges represented.
 In an interview with The VOICE 
Prof. Voorhees said “It was really great to 
meet with my other colleagues who were 
teaching the same courses that I am and 
have the same academic interests.”
 Voorhees went on to say, “Every 
panel I went to I gained something from. 
It’s rare that that happens and it was just a 
tremendous tremendous experience.”  
 Voorhees’ colleague Professor 
Barry Levy says he believes the insight 
Prof. Voorhees brought back from the ex-
perience would be beneficial to Mercer’s 
Communications program. Levy says, “The 
more outside perspectives we get the better, 
so we can teach our students better.”

By Dan Asnis
Senior Reporter

SOLAR ARRAY
a presentation. I hope they will broadcast 
to the students though.”
 When asked if Mercer’s Solar En-
ergy Technology students will be involved 
in the project, President Donahue said, 
“Because we’re not building it, we cannot 
say students can help build it... We hope 
that degree programs will use this as an ed-
ucation opportunity...While we cannot say 
students will intern [with SunLight Com-
pany], getting to see the plans and walk the 
fields will benefit them.”
 “If we’ve sent students in there 
and disrupted the process...then there’s a 
problem.  We’ve muddied the waters on 
who is liable,” said Donahue.
 The solar array will be hidden 
somewhat by plantings. According to Pro-
fessor Amy Iseneker Ricco, Coordinator of 
Ornamental Horticulture, “There will be 
plantings around the field and the plants 
will be of significant size.” She continued, “I 
haven’t been asked for recommendations, 
and as far as I know, an outside contractor 
will be doing the planting.”
 According to Donahue, SunLight 
Company will be responsible for contract-
ing planting in the buffering zone.  She also 
said that “The horticulture program will 
certainly have the opportunity to study (the 
planting process).”
 Ricco, who is on Mercer’s Sustain-
ability Task Force, expects that Mercer will 
continue taking steps to ensure that mini-
mal plant life is destroyed by the solar pan-
els. “Other than the corn growing in the 
field, I do not believe that anything will be 
disturbed.” Ricco said.

Continued from page 1

Prof. Voorhees on the set of the TVLand Sitcom “Hot in Cleveland”
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IN FOCUS

Neo-Nazi groups in Hamilton 
Township, and in the Mercer and 
Bucks county areas, have received 
increased media attention in the 
last year. From April’s neo-Nazi 
rally in Trenton to the Mercer 
student who was attending class-
es wearing a Nazi armband this 
fall, there is a notable white pride 
movement in our area.
 According to the FBI’s 
most recent hate crimes statistics 
released in November under the 
Uniform Crime Reports (UCR), 
New Jersey ranks third in the na-
tion (behind California and New 
York) for the number of hate 
crimes committed. Racial and 
religiously motivated crimes are 
among the most prevalent, and 
though hate crimes against Mus-
lims have been on the rise since 
9/11, Jews are still the victim of 
the greatest number of religiously 
based hate crimes.
 Despite the grim statis-
tics (which may be deceptively in-
flated simply because New Jersey 
is better at gathering and report-
ing hate crimes data than many 
states) New Jersey is a leader in 
Holocaust education and pro-
grams relating religious tolerance. 
Starting in 1973, New Jersey pio-

neered a statewide system of Ho-
locaust and Genocide Resource 
Centers overseen by the Depart-
ment of Education. The Holocaust 
curriculum is now mandated in 
the state of New Jersey for pre-k 
through twelfth grade.
 There are now 25 Ho-
locaust and Genocide Resource 
Centers located on New Jersey’s 
public college campuses, one of 
which is located at Mercer on the 
second floor of the student center, 
next to the bookstore. Most stu-
dents do not seem to be aware of 
that the center is there, however. 
In a survey, conducted by The 
VOICE, of 26 Mercer students, 
only a quarter knew the campus 
had a Holocaust and Genocide 
Resource Center.  
 According to Mercer’s 
Dean of Student Services, Dr. Di-
ane Campbell, the center hosts 
a variety of programs but may 
not be reaching a large number 
of students. She says, “In terms 
of the students and staff [events] 
we have had movies, we have 
had programs on Darfur, we had 
speakers come in. There have 
been books that different people 
read and come in for discussion. 
And the impact is small but I 
think the programs are rich.”
 The center’s resources 
include a collection of textbooks 

on the Holocaust and Genocide. 
There are also DVD’s and the 
technology to view those films 
in the center itself. There is a 
display on the genocide in Dar-
fur and pictures of propaganda 
from World War II. There are also 
books written by teenagers dur-
ing the Holocaust. In addition the 
resource center also contains the 
holocaust curriculum for pre-k 
through twelfth grade.
 When asked why stu-
dents are not taking advantage 
of the center, Elizabeth DeGior-
gio, assistant Prof. of Education 
and Psychology and Co-Director 
for Mercer’s Holocaust Resource 
Center says, “In many cases I 
think people go ‘Oh that’s just the 
Holocaust/Genocide Resource li-
brary, how does it relate to me?’ 
Or ‘oh that’s too depressing.’ You 
can’t be talking about this topic 
with joy. This is emotional and it 
should be.”
 According to DeGiorgio, 
many faculty members do not 
yet know the operating hours of 
the resource center and the cen-
ter was not opened full-time un-
til three weeks ago. The center is 
currently open mornings from 9 
am to noon and afternoons from 
roughly 3 pm to 7 pm. Specific 
time slots are posted in the cen-
ter’s window, but nowhere else on 

campus.
 There are plans, how-
ever, to make the Holocaust Re-
source center a more dynamic and 
interactive part of Mercer’s cam-
pus. There is an open house set for 
the end of January; the directors 

will be sending out a calendar of 
events so faculty and students will 
know what is happening the Ho-
locaust Center. “We want people 
to come in at any time and see 

See HOLOCAUST page 5

Holocaust Center tries to boost on campus awareness

Professor Elizabeth De Giorgio talking with students about 
the genocide in Darfur.
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Continued from page 4
new things going on,” said DeGiorgio.
 According to second-year Busi-
ness Management major Randy Brick-
house, the Holocaust Center never appears 
to be open when he is on campus. Brick-
house said he would visit the center if it 
was open more: “There’s a lot of things that 
I don’t know that happened or are happen-
ing and what’s going on in the community. 
It’s something that I feel that as a student, 
an American citizen, these things we ought 
to know. It’s something that’s important.”
 Students, however, are not the 
only people on campus to visit the center. 
Professors have taken classes of up to thirty 
students to the center to read books off the 
shelves and learn of different genocides 
from DeGiorgio. There are also several 
Mercer County professors on the Holocust 
Center’s committee board. Susan Gold-
berg, Co-Director of the Holocaust Center, 
explained that there are both Mercer pro-
fessors and professors spread throughout 
New Jersey that come visit the center. She 
says, “There have been a series of educa-
tors in the history of the center who have 
come and done different workshops and 
lectures.”
 The center has recently undergone 
a significant leadership change. Saul Gold-
wasser, who ran the center for more than 
eight years, retired this past fall. Goldwas-
ser says he worked to reach out to students, 
faculty, and the community as a whole, and 
to spread awareness of the Holocaust and 

other past genocides.
 In a recent interview with The 
VOICE, Goldwasser said, “One of our fo-
cuses [at the center] was an attempt to 
reach public schools teachers so they could 
fulfill the state’s mandate to teach the events 
of the Holocaust as a basis for develop-
ing prejudice reduction among the young 
students of New Jersey. From introducing 
workshops for teachers to lectures, films, 
book discussions and exhibits, we have also 
tried to make the public aware of historical 
and on-going genocides.”
 Succeeding Goldwasser are co-
directors DeGiorgio and Susan Goldberg. 
Goldberg says “To even be appointed as co-
director was a really big honor and it’s cer-
tainly something that you do understand-
ing that you’re a guardian of the history 
of this place and of what we try to do and 
of the stories of others who have survived 
and those who didn’t. The more I’m here, 
the more powerfully I understand what it 
is that we do and how powerful it is,” Gold-
berg said.
 Goldberg says of the importance 
of the Resource Center, “If you’re able to 
take the lessons and mistakes of others have 
made and learn from them, then you’re go-
ing to make a better place for you and your 
kids. I think that’s really ultimately the bot-
tom line to learn from the mistakes that 
others have made and learn from the bad 
choices others have made and choose not 
to be like that.”

HOLOCAUST CENTER
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Holiday BINGO
The Passive Aggressive Relative Edition!

HOW TO PLAY: When you have to attend a holiday event where you know you will encounter your most passive aggres-
sive relative, bring this bingo board with you. Secretly cross off a square each time the person utters one of the expres-
sions on the board. When you get five in a row, yell “BINGO!” For extra fun, bring an extra board for a family member 
who has to suffer along with you. Compete to see who gets a BINGO first. 

The VOICE recommends Etsy as your go to 
source for holiday gifts, especially for people 
who are impossible to shop for. Etsy is an online 
marketplace (like Amazon) that specializes 
in handmade, vintage, upcycled and artisinal 
goods. Find gifts that fit a student budget; please 
hipsters and grandma, too. There are thousands 
of vendors, so you can find something for every 
taste. 

BenTheButterflyGuy 
Ben�Bolet�of�Charlotte,�North�Carolina�is�an�entomologist�who�
frames�specimens�of�non-endangered�butterflies�from�eastern�
Peru.�More�than�just�bugs�under�glass,�these�are�elegant�pieces�
of� art� that� will� light� up� any� room.� Each� butterfly� is� carefully�
preserved� to� show� its� intricate� delicacy.�These� are� perfect� for�
family�or�friends�who�say�“I�don’t�want�anything�big�this�year!”�
Prices�vary�but�start�around�$24.�Bolet�takes�special�care�to�use�
sustainable�and�humane�practices.�

CollageORama
Collage-O-Rama� makes� whimsical�
prints� on� dictionary� pages� from�
books� that� were� going� to� be�
destroyed.� Each� print� is� $6.99� (you�
have� to� provide� your� own� 8.5”-11”�
frame)� but� they� often� have� deals� if�
you� buy� multiples.� Know� someone�
who� would� appreciate� a� print� of�
an�otter�wearing�a�top�hat�or�a�pink�
hippo� in� a� snorkeling� mask?�These�
prints� are� perfect� for� dog� and� cat�
lovers,� Harry� Potter� fans� (lots� of�
owls),�for�anyone�needing�to�spruce�
up�a�college�dorm�room�with�hipster�
style.�Even�a�sedate�family�member�
with� no� sense� of� humor� can� be�
appeased.

DoodleBirdie
These� low� maintenance� terrariums�
feature� live� plants� in� elegant� glass�
containers.� Doodle� Birdie’s� creator,�
Patricia� Buzo� began� her� career�
painting� huge� wall� murals,� but�
now�focuses�on�these�small,�ornate�
creations.� Along� with� her� larger�
terrariums,�she�sells�1”�tall�versions�
that� you� can� wear� as� a� necklace�
charm.� The� warm,� lush� green�
mosses� can� chase� away� the� winter�
blues.� They� are� reminiscent� of� the�
fairy� houses� children� make� in� the�
woods.� The� necklace� charms� start�
around�$10.�There�are�lots�of� larger�
terrariums� available� in� the� $35-$45�
range.�

Holiday Survival Guide

By Ken Napier, 
Matt Arnold, 

Amanda Knoblock, 
and Dan Asnis 

Reporters

holiday movies that 
won’t make you gag  

DIE HARD

THE NIGHTMARE BEFORE CHRISTMAS

HOME ALONE 

MYSTERY SCIENCE THEATER 3000

When I think Christmas, I think Die Hard. Nothing fills me with more holiday spirit than popping in the 
old VHS and revisiting director John McTiernan’s enduring tale of justice, honor and perseverance in the 
face of extreme adversity.  Hard-nosed NYPD Detective John McLane (Bruce Willis) embraces the spirit 
of giving and sharing on his journey to spread warmth and peace to a skyscraper full of angry German 
terrorists. Nothing warms you up inside like hot lead. McLane even shows his lighter side when, after 
killing blond terrorist #3, he sends the body down to arch-villain Hans Gruber’s headquarters  in an 
elevator with HO-HO-HO written on the corpse’s chest. This is a heartwarming tale of one man’s attempt 
to bring Christmas joy to some very angry, Christmasless people. Die Hard embodies the masculine 
side of the holiday season, and doesn’t cause a diabetic coma like the rest of the Christmas fare.

No movie rocks Christmas quite like Home Alone. It features fear, loneliness, neglect and m-u-u-u-rder 
(Pigeons count). Joe Pesci and Daniel Stern play the quintessential bumbling burglars who are up 
against a ten-year-old version of Macgyver named Kevin McCallister (Macaulay Culkin). With this movie 
you can show your kids what really happens when they are naughty: Abandonment! The McCallister 
family gets it right: forget about your least favorite child and fly off to another country with the children 
you actually love! As Kevin sets ingenious booby traps for the hapless burglars, you can sit back and 
think about all the cunning traps you’d like to unleash on the irritating people in your own life. That’s 
holiday spirit right there.

The Nightmare Before Christmas is a refreshing, off-beat holiday film written by the eccentric Tim Burton. 
In this masterpiece of stop-motion animation,  Jack Skellington, the Pumpkin King of Halloween town, 
has grown tired of the monotony of having only one holiday year after year, and wishes for something 
more. The quirky film provides a break from the garish green and red pallet of Christmas and instead 
relies heavily on grayscale. There is a moody, brooding quality about the visuals but the film is laced 
through with a core of seasonal warmth and includes catchy songs that are a lot better to have stuck in 
your head than “Jingle Bells.”

First airing on December 21 1991, the Santa Claus Conquers the Martians episode of Mystery Science 
Theatre 3000 has become one of the series’ trademark episodes. It is Christmas time on the satellite 
and mad scientist/overlords Dr. Frostier (Trace Beaulieu) and TV’s Frank (Frank Connioff) force Joel 
Robinson (Joel Hodgson) and his trusty robots to endure the film Old Chris Kringle, in which the plot 
focuses on two kidnapped Martian kids (the Martian girl is played by future movie star Pia Zadora). Can 
Santa ultimately save the day and get himself and the kids home in time for Christmas? Can Joel and 
the bots survive this Christmas turkey and keep their sanity? This is MST3 at its best, turning a movie 
that on its own would be unwatchable into a Christmas classic.

B I N
Isn’t 

that a little 
revealing to 
wear to a 

family dinner?

Oh, 
gained a 

little holiday 
weight I see.

No, 
that’s fine. I 
can clear the 
table all by 

myself.

Want to make your own BINGO board? 
Visit www.mcccvoice.org to download a blank copy.

HOLIDAY GIFT GIVING GUIDE: 
PRESENTS FOR IMPOSSIBLE PEOPLE

PHOTO COURTESY OF COLLAGORAMA

PHOTO COURTESY OF JIMANDGINA

PHOTO | PATRICIA BUZO

PHOTO COURTESY OFBEN BOLET

*HICCUPPING 

WHIMPER INTO 

HANDKERCHIEF*

At least 
I know I can 
count on your 

sister.

I guess 
it’s all my 

fault.

I don’t 
think you 

understand what 
divorce does to 

people.

Don’t 
look at me. 

I’m not saying 
anything. 

I eat to 
live. I don’t 
live to eat. 

These 
mashed 

potatoes are 
too dry.  

In my 
day, children 
knew their 
place.

Don’t 
mind me. I’ll 
just sit here 

quietly.

Why 
can’t you 

marry a doctor?

I need 
to get home 
and check on 
the cat.

Just 
once I’d 

like to have a 
nice meal as a 

family.
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Holiday BINGO
The Passive Aggressive Relative Edition!

HOW TO PLAY: When you have to attend a holiday event where you know you will encounter your most passive aggres-
sive relative, bring this bingo board with you. Secretly cross off a square each time the person utters one of the expres-
sions on the board. When you get five in a row, yell “BINGO!” For extra fun, bring an extra board for a family member 
who has to suffer along with you. Compete to see who gets a BINGO first. 

CollageORama

DoodleBirdie

barefootweaver
Cait�Throop’s�wrist�bands�each�have�
a� main� color� --kiwi,� plum,� indigo-�
set�off�by�surprising�complimentary�
strands�in�shades�umber,�turquoise�
or�teal.�Though�most�of�the�designs�
lean� toward� the� feminine� side,� the�
earthier�colors�of�a�few�might�make�
them� a� good� bet� for� the� kind� of�
boyfriend�who�plays�you�love�songs�
while� watching� the� sunrise� over� a�
New�England�mountain.�If�bracelets�
aren’t� your� thing,� barefootweaver�
also� features� scarves,� capes� and�
purses� with� similar� inspiration.�
Wrist�bands�start�are�each�$24.�

JimAndGina
There� is� always� someone� on� your�
holiday� shopping� list� who� you� just�
can’t� get� to� warm� up.� For� them� we�
suggest�a�cup�of�tea�(or�even�a�cup�of�
chili)� in�the�covered,�microwavable�
ceramic� bowl� pictured� left.�
The� � handmade� stoneware� from�
Humming� Bird� Studios,� which� can�
be� found� at� JimAndGina� on� Etsy,�
takes�its�inspiration�from�the�nature�
and�wildlife�of�northern�Minnesota,�
including� chickadees,� bluebirds,�
owls,� cardinals� and� blue� herons� in�
glazes�soft�hues�that�are�reminiscent�
of� watercolors.� Mugs� start� around�
$15�and�most�of�the�products�are�in�
the�$35-$45�range.

Holiday Survival Guide � 7

Give this, not that

Old gift

Old gift

Old gift

Old gift

SCARF

WINE

SOAP

POSTER

N OG

Want to make your own BINGO board? 
Visit www.mcccvoice.org to download a blank copy.

New gift

New gift

New gift

New gift
FRAMED 
POSTER

Explanation: While the difference 
between these two gifts may seem 
small, its not.  Giving an already 

framed poster or picture tells 
your friend that you value their 

time and don’t want to make 
more work for them.  If cost is a 
consideration, opt for a smaller 
poster and check craft stores for 
deals. For a few bucks, you can 
guarantee that they’ll actually 

hang up that poster.

Explanation:  If you’re thinking 
of giving someone soap, you are 

confident that they bathe.  If they 
bathe, they probably already own 
soap.  Instead of cluttering their 

shower with a holiday scented gel 
that’s likely to be as stinky as old 
mistletoe, give them the gift of 

fun.  With bath crayons, they can 
doodle, write notes and remind-
ers, and turn their daily shower 

routine into artist escape.

Explanation: Wine is fine, but 
boring. Instead of guessing at 

which wine they’ll like, pick up 
a bottle of champagne, sparkling 

wine, or a six-pack of micro-
brewed beer.  Our picks include 

Azienda Agricola Moletto 
Prosecco, which goes for $9.99 
at Joe Canals, and Lambertville, 
New Jersery’s own River Horse 
brewery’s Belgium Freeze.  You 
don’t need to break the bank to 
get a different holiday-worthy 

booze.

Explanation: Explanation: If the 
friend you’re buying the scarf for 

lives in a place cold enough to 
need a scarf, they probably could 
also use a hat.  This is a comical, 
practical way to keep their whole 
head warm.  Besides, they prob-
ably don’t already have six others 

in the same plaid.

SOAP
CRAYONS

MICRO 
BREW

BEARDHEAD

PHOTO COURTESY OF BEARDHEAD.COM

PHOTO COURTESY OF CHRIS McGRATH
RIVERHORSE BREWING

PHOTO COURTESY OF ALLPOSTERS.COM

PHOTO | CAIT THROOP

PHOTO COURTESY OF JIMANDGINA

*HICCUPPING 

WHIMPER INTO 

HANDKERCHIEF*

I guess 
it’s all my 

fault.

If your 
grandmother 
was still 
alive, this 
would have 
killed her. 

When your 
relationship 
doesn’t work 

out, don’t say I 
didn’t warn you. 

Fine, 
don’t listen 

to me. 

I didn’t 
think this was 
how we raised 
you to behave.

When I 
get old, just 
put me away in 

a home.

I have 
gotten rid of 

as much of my old 
junk as I can 

since obviously I 
won’t need it much 

longer.

I don’t 
think you 

understand what 
divorce does to 

people.

Don’t 
look at me. 

I’m not saying 
anything. 

When I 
was your age 

we didn’t spend 
all day on 
cellphones.

It’s 
okay. I can 

drive myself to 
the Emergency 

Room.

I guess 
you’ll want 

the (fill in the 
blank) after I 

die.

It’s not 
a surgery. 

It’s a 
procedure.

I eat to 
live. I don’t 
live to eat. 
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By Kellie Rendina
Reporter

PHOTO | MIKE KAY

Mercer students’ rates of volunteerism far exceed the state average. 
Trenton Area Soup Kitchen is one of the popular local locations for 
students to volunteer. 

MCCC students volunteer more than NJ average

help people find purpose and em-
power them to transform their 
oppressive situations into oppor-
tunities for liberation.”
 For the parade, Rogers 
was provided a red Santa suit, 
but no white Santa beard.  “I re-
ally don’t have no opinion about 
the beard.  I was only asked like 
two days before the event.  I don’t 
know, maybe they didn’t have 
time to get one,” said Rogers.
 Brian Hill, by contrast, 
has a natural, bushy white beard. 
He is, in fact, a card carrying 
member of The Amalgamated 
Order of Real Bearded Santas ™.
 After his layoff, Hill jok-
ingly posted on his Facebook 
page that he would gladly reprise 
his Santa role if the city coughed 
up $75,000 (his salery at Ellarslie) 
for the job. Looking back, Hill 
says, “Truthfully, if Tony Mack 
had picked up the phone and 
called me, I would have done it,” 
Hill said,  “All he had to do was 
call me, but he’s too proud.”
 Since his termination on 
September 16, 2011, Hill has been 
hired as the Senior Historic Site 
Director for Fort Morgan, Ala-
bama.  The position requires him 
to move to Fort Morgan, however, 
Hill explains that the move has 
become a financial strain since he 
believes the city of Trenton still 
owes him roughly $11,000 in back 
pay.

SANTA
Continued from page 1

While a typical college student 
spends their weekend partying or 
cramming in last minute home-
work assignments, Trish Muka, 
a Liberal Arts major at Mercer, 
spends her time volunteering in 
places all over the country. Some 
places Muka has volunteered in-
clude North Carolina, West Vir-
ginia, Georgia, Tennessee, and 
even Toronto, Canada.
 Muka says,“I love going 
on these trips to help others. But 
we all [other volunteers]  share a 
love of helping others and being 
able to make someone’s life just 
the tiniest bit better in whatever 
way we can. Being together and 
having a great time while we’re 
working is just an extra benefit.”
 In a survey conducted in 
2006 by the Corporation for Na-
tional and Community Service, 
it was found that college students 
contribute a considerable amount 
to their communities. Approxi-
mately 30.2 percent of college 
students participate in volun-
teer work. This number exceeds 
the percentage of general adults 
(not current college students)  in 
America who volunteer which 
was found to be 28.8 percent.
 In a recent survey con-
ducted of 50 students at Mercer, 
The VOICE found that 84 percent 
of students do volunteer work or 
have volunteered in the past.This 

percentage far exceeds the nation-
al percentage of college students 
who volunteer. Only 16 percent 
said they have never volunteered.
 Some places Mercer stu-
dents volunteer at include soup 
kitchens, religious organizations, 
homeless shelters, hospitals, geri-
atric centers, and animal shelters 
just to name a few.
 Mercer also far exceeds 
the state of New Jersey as a whole 
when it comes to volunteering. 
According to a recent survey con-
ducted by the corporation for Na-
tional and Community Service, 
NJ was found to rank 46th in the 
country for amount of citizens 
who volunteer; only 22 percent 
of its adult population volunteer, 
while 84% of students at Mercer 
volunteer.
 While around a quarter 
of these students who volunteer 
at Mercer did it because they had 
to for school or for other varied 
requirements, around three quar-
ters said they volunteer simply 
because they want to. As Muka 
said, “Some courses require a cer-
tain amount of volunteer hours, 
other students may just be look-
ing for more ways to spice up 
their resumes.” But according to 
the survey conducted of Mercer 
students, almost 75 percent say 
they  volunteer because they want 
to and value the experience like 
Muka. 
 This may seem like a 
large portion, especially for a 

commuter school in which most 
students attend classes and hold 
down jobs. But, most students 
who did volunteer also plan on 
volunteering again because they 
love to and enjoy helping those 
less fortunate than themselves.
 Out of the students who 
have volunteered, some are not 
sure whether they will volunteer 
again because it conflicts with 
their work and school schedule. 
However, out of the students who 
have volunteered, approximately 
64 percent say they plan on vol-
unteering again in the future.
 Not all Mercer students 
feel the same way though. In the 
survey conducted at Mercer, some 

students admitted that volunteer-
ing was a waste of their time since 
they do not get paid and they find 
it boring. Others who have never 
volunteered said they would love 
to begin volunteering, but just 
can’t find the time between work, 
school, and other activities.
 Overall, Mercer students 
seem to contribute liberally to 
their community just because 
they love doing it and find the 
experience extremely rewarding. 
Muka seems to say it best, “See-
ing how we can touch the lives of 
others is a rewarding experience. 
Others have so much less than we 
do and it feels great to be able to 
give them something.”

Campus & Local
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ISO’s fall event was too loud for students in library
AS I SEE IT

VIEWPOINTS

Kellie Rendina
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My cigarette habit isn’t as unhealthful as you toiletries

Do you see a 
typo?

We are always trying 
to improve our 
proofreading!

If you see an error 
in our spelling, 
punctuation or 

grammar let us know! 
E-mail us at 

abosted@gmail.com

Ken Napier

	
want to 

read more? 
visit us 

online at 
mCCCvoiCe.orG

sCan the qr Code below 
to Go to our site

If your shampoo could only talk

Oh reader, do you like skittles? 
What about Mountain Dew, Sun-
ny D or orange juice or quarter-
pounders, scented body wash or 
Avon makeup?
 Would you like them if I 
told you that all the above prod-
ucts contain known carcinogens?
 I’m not saying they 
cause cancer, I’m just saying that 
respectable studies have shown a 
positive correlation between their 
use and the appearance of cancer.
 Don’t believe me? So-
dium Benzoate, a preservative in 
orange juice, carbonated sodas 
and some fruit flavored prod-
ucts, can transform into Benzene.
When Sodium Benzoate is com-
bined with an acid and exposed 
to heat, both conditions found 
in your stomach, a byproduct of 
the chemical reaction is Benzene. 
Benzene is a carcinogen, and also 
an additive in commercial gaso-
line.
 What other “healthy” 

products can give you cancer? An 
American Cancer Society[ASC] 
study shows that regular con-
sumption of red meat can double 
the risk of colon cancer.
 In what the ASC called 
a “Well done study” red meat was 
shown to double the risk of de-
veloping breast cancer in women 
under 40.  That’s right, eating Big 
Macs and steak can double the 
risk of developing the number 
one cancerous killer of women in 
the country.
 And what about hygiene 
products? Body wash, shower gel, 
shampoos and conditioners, even 
makeup and deodorant. The ma-
jority of these products use a type 
of preservative called an ester-
bearing paraben.
 In a study by molecular 
biologist Phillipa Darbre at the 
University of Reading, 90% of 
cancerous breast tumors tested 
contained ester-bearing parabens. 
These chemicals are not naturally 
occurring in the human body, but 
are easily absorbed through the 
skin by the application of deodor-
ants, creams, body sprays and 
similar products.
 The above products have 
a high positive correlation be-
tween their use or consumption 
and the presence of certain kinds 
of cancer.
 Much same way ciga-
rettes have not been proven to 
cause cancer, but chemicals con-
tained within have a positive cor-
relation with the formation of 
certain cancers.

 In a person who smokes 
two packs a day for up to 15 years, 
the overall assessed risks of cancer 
can be as high as one percent. But 
that number is a little sensational-
ist, the real figure being .7%, or 7 
out of every thousand persons in 
the random screening of smokers 
who fit the criteria. At least ac-
cording to Claudia I. Henschke, 
a M.D., and the principal inves-
tigator of the International Early 
Lung Cancer Action Project.
 Not only is smoking less 
dangerous than you have been led 
to believe, it has several health 
benefits that have gone unmen-
tioned. These include treating 
heart and gum disease as well as 
preventing strokes, Parkinson’s 
disease, Alzheimer’s disease and 
even breast cancer.
 Right now, I’m going to 
tell you things your doctors don’t 
want you to know.
 A study by Dr. Brunet, 
a researcher for Women’s Col-
lege Hospital of the University of 
Toronto, has revealed a cigarette 
dose related reduction of up to 
54% in the incidence of breast 
cancer among women with the 
high risk BRCA gene.
 The study suggests that 
one of the 1,300 compounds 
within cigarette smoke is able to 
combat cancer, but according the 
Dr. Brunet, “we don’t know what 
that compound is”.
 That’s not the only ail-
ment cigarettes can fight.
 Cigarette smoking has a 
monumental effect on the risk of 

Parkinson’s disease.
 According to Evan 
Thacker from the Harvard School 
of Public Health, “Compared to 
people who had never smoked 
and were considered to have 
“normal” Parkinson’s disease risk, 
former smokers had a 22-percent 
lower risk of Parkinson’s disease 
and current smokers had a 73 per-
cent lower risk.”
 This is because nicotine 
is a cholinergic stimulant, which 
decreases the levels of acetyl-
choline in the smoker’s brain, as 
well as stimulating the dopamine 
pathways in the brain.
 Parkinson’s is caused 
when the effect of dopamine is 
less than that of acetylcholine in 
the patient’s brain.
 Alzheimer’s disease is 
caused by the same chemical im-
balance in the brain, meaning it 
can be prevented in the same way, 
by regular consumption of nico-
tine.
 I’m just saying that there 
are many products more dan-
gerous than cigarettes, with less 
health benefits.
 There is nothing healthy 
about fast food hamburgers, and 
is softer, conditioned hair worth 
the        risk of contracting breast 
cancer? I don’t think it is, and I 
hope you don’t either.
 Next time someone of-
fers you a smooth and relaxing 
cigarette, take a second or two to 
think about living with Parkin-
son’s disease or breast cancer be-
fore you say no.

The student center is Mercer’s so-
cial hub. It contains the cafeteria, 
library, and club offices and plays 
host to a wide variety of SGA 
sponsored club events.   
 One example is the 
Multi Cultural Festival Explosion. 
This activity is held once a year 
in celebration of International 
Education Week. The event spon-
sors - the International Student 
Organization (ISO)- seemed to 
be trying to get students involved 

in cultural awareness, but mostly 
the result was students gyrating in 
the halls to over-loud music that 
could be heard all the way in the 
library.
 The Multi Cultural Festi-
val Explosion had a DJ this year 
which featured music from differ-
ent countries. This music howev-
er, was playing in the first floor of 
the student center. Students were 
dancing in the hallway by the caf-
eteria which is very close to the 
library. This music is potentially 
very disturbing to those in the 
library studying and working on 
school work.
 A new space for the 
Multi Cultural Festival Explosion 
seems to me to be a good idea. 
People could still enjoy the ac-
tivities of the festival, but it would 
no longer be near the library and 
club offices where it is disturbing.
In a recent interview, Amy Im-
mordino, the club’s co-dvisor to 
the International Student Orga-
nization (ISO), provided some 
information about the Multi Cul-
tural Festival Explosion.
 The ISO organized and 

sponsored the Multicultural Fes-
tival Explosion. When asked 
why the Multi Cultural Festival 
Explosion could not get a bigger 
and better suited space such as 
the gymnasium, Immordino an-
swered, “The location is ideal if 
you think about it- it is the per-
fect place for all faculty and stu-
dents to see and catch all of this.” 
It might be the perfect place for 
students to see the activities going 
on, but since the activities take 
place near the library, they can 
be disturbing for students trying 
to do schoolwork. The placement 
may be good in relation to the 
cafeteria, but since the library and 
club offices are in the vicinity it 
could be potentially disruptive.
 I’m not saying these 
Multi Cultural activities are not 
important. I believe they’re ex-
tremely interesting and they allow 
for sharing of cultures and ideas. 
Students can benefit from it, but 
more thought should be put into 
the planning. The festivities might 
turn out to be a learning experi-
ence and really fun for all of the 
students who attend, but not for 

the students in the library right 
next door trying to study and get 
work done.
 The activities for the 
Multi Cultural Festival Explosion 
are as follows: “The Multi Cul-
tural Festival Explosion. Stop by 
the first floor of the Student Cen-
ter from 12:00- 1:00 pm, for this 
Cultural Expo, as Mercer County 
Community College’s interna-
tional students showcase their 
talents, culture, and backgrounds. 
Over 25 countries will be repre-
sented.”
 These activities sound 
both fun and educational, but is 
the student center, situated right 
near the library and club offices, 
really the best place for it? Both 
students and faculty need that 
space to accomplish their work 
and an environment in which 
there is both loud music and 
dancing is not conducive for that .
 It’s not just the ISO that 
hosts events like these and hire 
DJ’s, but the ISO events just hap-
pen to take place in an inconve-
nient space.

THE way it is
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Why are you wearing that?


