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Moldy walls force
Trenton school to close
By Amanda Knoblock
Reporter

The children of Jefferson Elementary in Trenton started
their first day of school in a
building warranting health
risks. Parents walked into a
slum, finding the conditions
of the building to be dangerous to their children. Rumors
of moldy ceilings, unclean
water, and unsafe walls were
among these dangers.
As stated by Cecilla
Ramos in an interview conducted by Trentonian reporter L.A. Parker, “There’s mold,
rust, no furniture, water leaking out of the ceiling. Should
I go on? It’s just amazing.”
These health hazards forced
parents to remove their children from school until health
codes were up to par.
In a rush to meet
school deadlines, Jefferson
Elementary opened doors before meeting building standards. Parents claimed that
bathrooms were disorderly

with filthy toilets. Parents
also claimed that some of the
water faucets dispensed unclean, brown-colored water.
In the same interview by L.A. Parker, Trenton Education Association
Grievance
representative
Janice Williams stated that,
“We’ve got kids throwing up
over here. Some of them have
asthma and they are finding
it pretty hard to breathe with
the smell in this building.”
So what pushed Jefferson Elementary School
to reopen its doors after being closed for more than a
year? Only roughly three
weeks prior in mid-August
state officials closed down it’s
third charter school, Trenton
Community Charter School,
due to the “school’s failure to
boost student achievement
levels” as reported by Erin
Duffy of The Times Newspaper.
The abrupt close
left four hundred and fifty
students without education,
forcing Jefferson Elemen-

tary School to restore their
halls to a safe and welcoming
learning environment whilst
struggling to meet opening
deadlines set by the Department of Education.
In a video produced
by The Times film producer
Martin Griff, Trenton School
Board President Reverend
Toby Sanders announced a
public apology to parents
and asked them to have more
understanding of the issues
Jefferson Elementary faced
in reopening the school under such challenging conditions.
Sanders says, “The
state requires that we have
a certain number of days in
class and so there was a pressure between what the laws
are and what the realities
are.”
Despite the conditions of the building, Superintendent Raymond Broach
confirmed that the school
did pass health inspections
See MOLD page 10

Mercer graffiti a window into the college’s soul?
Mercer students bad spellers but more politically engaged than expected
By Erich Petersen
Reporter

To view a society’s true feelings,
look no further than the graffiti they leave behind. The ancient
Romans are well known for what
they etched onto their walls. Similarly revealing information can
be found on the walls of Mercer’s
bathrooms and smoking huts.
To start with, it’s worth
noting that the spelling, grammar
and punctuation in Mercer graffiti will affirm many people’s stereotypes about the lack of literacy
among community college students. Beneath the misspellings,
however, lies a world of personal
revelation, philosophical thought
and political debate.
Near toilets you get toilet humor, references to sex and
genitals. “I fucked ur mom” and
“Gays suck dicks, Lesbians sucks”
are typical examples. A team of
VOICE staffers --including both

men and women-- examined the
bathrooms and compared notes.
Turns out, there are fewer penis
references and fewer racial slurs
in the women’s bathrooms, but ultimately the differences are minor.
For example, “Here I sit broken
hearted,I came to shit but only
farted” appears in both.
But for every penis and
racial slur philosophical statements occur, such as “When the
power of love overcomes the love
of power, the world will know
peace” and “Humans will not be
free until the last king has been
strangled by the entails of the last
priest.”
In between the scribblings of “WEEDLE 4 LIFE,” “Hi”
and “Talyor Swift” there are debates that suggest Mercer students
are more politically engaged than
some might expect. In the men’s
bathroom of the Communications building this conversation
See GRAFFITI page 4
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Can you graduate MCCC in two years?
By Ken Napier
with Kathleen Hirschfeld
Reporter
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Student James Reslier-Wells started at Mercer six semesters ago.
He didn’t have a beard then. He’s planning to shave it when he
graduates, which is says, “Could be never...”

While many students transfer before graduating, and lots of people
attend for personal enrichment
without the intention of completing a degree, the title “two-year
college” may be an incorrect way
to refer to Mercer.
According to the most
recent statistics available from
the New Jersey Higher Education Commission, 5.2 percent of
first-time full-time students at
Mercer graduate in two years. The
numbers are worse for minority students than caucasians. The
three year graduation rate for caucasians is 19.5 percent, while for
African Americans it is only 4.1
percent.
In the 2009 article by
Robert Ronstadt, “Community
College: Savings Or A Trap?” on
Forbes.com, the author says that
“the average time to complete college is now 6.2 years…meaning
that a significant number of our
18 million college students are
taking more than 6.2 years to finish what should be four years of
college.”
Mercer’s course catalog
indicates that most degree programs require 60-65 credits. Using the Liberal Arts program as
an example, the degree requires
a total of 21 classes, meaning an
enrolled student must take at least

five to six classes a semester, possibly needing to include summer/
winter courses in order to graduate within two years.
Working while attending college makes taking five to
six classes per semester an even
greater challenge. The article,
“What You Don’t Know About
College Students Today” by Cicely Wedgeworth on Online-Education.net, indicated that 60 percent
of community college students
work more than 20 hours a week.
Many work even more than that.
When employment is on the line,
students often sacrifice study
time for work time; the result
can be failing or withdrawing
from courses, further reducing
the chances of graduating in two
years.
Trying to fit more courses in without missing time at
work has lead to an increase in the
number of students taking online
courses. It turns out, this “solution” may slow students down
even further.
An
article
entitled
“Community College students
perform worse online than face
to face” by Ryan Brown which appeared in the July 2011 edition of
the Chronicle of Higher Education, Brown reports, “Community-college students enrolled in
online courses fail and drop out
more often than those whose
coursework is classroom-based,

according to a new study released
by the Community College Research Center at the Teachers College at Columbia University.”
In the same article,
Brown goes on to note that “The
study, which followed the enrollment history of 51,000 community-college students in Washington State between 2004 and 2009,
found an eight percentage-point
gap in completion rates between
traditional and online courses.”
Even Mercer administrators are not optimistic about
students’ chances of graduating
in two years. In an interview with
The VOICE Dean of Students Dr.
Diane Campbell said, “When you
look at sectors of higher education, this sector is called a ‘twoyear’ sector...there is no meaning
in a two year, in a community
college.” She also said, “Because
of work environments and parttime students there are ten year
students.”
Student perceptions of
their graduation odds seem to
mirror reality Second year Criminal Justice major Brian Harris,
says: “Sure it’s a two year college
if you divide by four.” Another
student, Theater major Parker
Harris says, “It’s like high school
take two: the next four years.”
Students and administrators alike are clear that the two
year experience is the exception,
not the rule.

Even successful Mercer grads struggle to find employment
By Chris Rossi
Reporter

“I never thought I’d be dishing out
potato salad to rich people,” says
Justin Rossi, 25, as he talks about
his job hunting experiences.
Rossi graduated Magna
Cum Laude from Mercer County
Community College in 2006, with
an Advertising Design degree,
and also earned a Fine Arts degree in Graphic Design 2008 from
Mason Gross School of the Arts at
Rutgers University, with honors.
After being unemployed
for two years, he got a part time
job at McCaffrey’s, an upscale
Princeton supermarket that paid
nine dollars an hour. After a few
months of deli work, Rossi finally landed another part time job
through Craigslist, this time in his
field. He worked for a yearbook
company as a graphic designer at
12 dollars an hour.
After a year, Rossi got a
tip from a friend. He interviewed
for his friend’s old job and got it
- a three month contract full time
job as a web designer at an up and
coming web design firm. His salary jumped to 25 dollars an hour,
but he still had no benefits and no
promise that the job would last.
Rossi is still living in his parent’s
basement, and his plans to marry
his fiancé, Danielle, are on hold.
Danielle Duran, Rossi’s
fiance has suffered similar job
woes. Now 27 years old, Duran
graduated in 2008 from Rutgers
University with a double major in
Art History and Fine Arts. Even
though she had gained years of
experience in gallery, office and
retail work from laboring part
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Current Mercer students contemplate their future employment prospects.
time to put herself through college, the only job Duran got after
graduation was in credit repair.
Then she was let go because of the
economy. She is now working to
find work and struggling to pay
her bills with unemployment benefits.
Rossi and Duran have
both applied for many positions
and have gone on countless interviews, but say they have been

disappointed with the results.
Usually, they don’t even hear back
from prospective employers.
“I can’t believe it’s taken
me so long to get a real full time
job, although it‘s just contract
work,” says Rossi. His frustration
is felt by thousands of other recent
college graduates who assumed
that all their hard work would pay
off with the reward of a good job
after graduation and now finding

that despite all their researching
and cramming, good jobs after
college aren’t guaranteed .
What can grads do to
increase their chances of finding gainful employment following college? Dr. Susan Onaitis,
Counseling Specialist in the Office of Special Services at Mercer
County Community College, recommends volunteering as a way
of gaining experience that can

enhance a resume and better a
graduate’s chance at getting a job.
Through the Dream Program,
Mercer offers students the opportunity to tutor and mentor developmentally challenged students.
Onaitis says that this experience
allows students to gain on-the-job
knowledge and people skills.
Dr. David Berry, a Professor of History at Essex County
College and New York University and Executive Director of the
Community College Humanities program, recommends that
students get experience through
internships and travel. “Foreign
travel can change one’s life,” he
says.
Prof. Berry believes that
experiences outside the classroom like travel and internships
broaden a student’s perspectives
and adds to their skill set. He also
suggests that students network
with former classmates and keep
in touch with former teachers.
Berry and Onaitis’s suggestions may not resonate with
many Mercer grads. As one Mercer student who spoke on the
condition of anonymity for fear of
alienating future employers said,
“Who are they kidding? Do they
really think I can drop everything
and go backpack around Spain for
a year? I haven’t got money for a
train ticket to New York, much
less a plane ticket to Europe. Oh,
and the idea of networking with
my former classmates is a laugh.
It’s not like they went off to Fortune 500 companies. They’re
slinging hash at burger joints.
Honestly, everyone who I graduated with is shit out of luck.”
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Alchemist & Barrister holds weekly open mic
By Emily Lukasewycz
Reporter

Famous Princeton pub, The Alchemist & Barrister, holds an
open mic night every Wednesday
from 10:00pm to 1:00am, showcasing local musicians who play
everything from folk rock to electro-pop, Spanish music to covers
of Tenacious D songs.
The three hour event
takes place at a makeshift stage in
the back corner of the intimately
lit tavern.
Head manager Tom Yermack says he started the open mic
night in 2001. “I am a musician as
well as the head manager at The
A&B,” says Yermack, continuing,
“I wanted to bring more musical
nightlife to downtown Princeton
and The A&B.”
Yermack always starts
the night with a fifteen minute set
of tap guitar followed by 10 to 15
other musicians.
Eric Puliti of Lawrence
Township plays at A&B every
Wednesday. “It’s playing the music that I love most. Even if it’s just
playing with the other guys or
doing [work] behind the scenes,”
says Puliti.
A locally well-known
and regularly featured musician at
the A&B open mic is Chris Lopez.
“Chris is so good, I really look forward to his act each
week,” says Puliti.
Performing a majority of
his own original material, as well
as an occasional Madonna cover,
Lopez performs along to his own
pre-recorded tracks. A&B regulars sing along to his catchy songs,
clapping along to the beat during
“Cloudy with a Chance of Sunshine,” one of his most popular
songs.
“I want to be a singersongwriter and make records that

Kelsey Theatre
season preview
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BEAUTIFUL THING
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Local musician Chris Lopez performs at The Alchemist & Barrister’s open mic on October 5, 2011.
people relate to. Open mic is a
way to get my music out there,”
said Lopez.
Lopez’s music is energetic and matches the whimsy
and boisterousness of his eclectic
cross dressing attire.
The start of the Open

Mic Night marks the start of
Happy Hour at the bar, offering
drinks as low as $3.50, and their
late night menu becomes available.
Particularly good are
their soft pretzels that are four
for five dollars, and the basket of

sweet potato fries that are eight
dollars.
Sarah Scarantino of
Mercerville said on a recent open
mic night, “I love coming here
every week and being able to sing
along to songs that I’ve come to
know. It’s my getaway.”

Star Wars Blue-Ray...George Lucas changes things again
George Lucas’s six Star Wars films
were finally released in the BlueRay High Definition disc format
on September 16.
Though it is probably
worth the investment for a real
Star Wars fan to get the HD versions of the entire saga, they would
be better if they included the original theatrical versions. Unfortunately, this set only includes Lucas’s re-edited so-called “special”
editions, which have themselves
been reedited and tinkered with
numerous times. The last time the
original versions were offered was
on the secondary discs of the 2006
DVD release, and even then they
weren’t the same resolution as the
material on the primary discs.
The Blue-Ray set does
feature a collection of outtakes
feature a collection of outtakes
and parody versions of Star Wars
including treatments from Wierd
Al, That 70’s Show, and Saturday
Night Live. Unfortunately the set
does not include the famous 1978
CBS Star Wars holiday special,
which has long been a favorite of
Star Wars geeks, but which has
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By Ken Napier
Reporter

Is the force still with George Lucas?
By Dan Asnis
Senior Reporter

VOICE

been systematically suppressed by
Lucas, who has said he wishes it
would disappear like it never happened. Attempts to rewrite history have become recurring theme
with Lucas over the past two decades.
Many wonder why Lucas
made any changes to his films in
the first place. Most people agree
that there was nothing wrong
with the films in their original
configuration, and the box office numbers reflect that Could it
be that Lucas keeps changing his
movies thinking it will encourage
people who purchased a previous
edition to buy them once again?
Mercer Professor of
English Dr. Edward Carmien,
who teaches the college’s science fiction and fantasy literature
courses, does not think Lucas
changes his films to sell more
units. “I don’t think that kind of
change helps sell new versions. I
think it does create a little buzz.
People talk about those changes,”
he said.
Professor
Carmien
thinks viewer reaction depends
on what types of changes are being made. “I think there is a difference between revising for

Produced by Theater Program
Coordinator Jody Person and directed by Professor Robert Terrano, British cult classic Beautiful
Thing comes to the Mercer student stage in December.
Set in a South London
slum in the mid 90’s, Beautiful
Thing chronicles five residents of
a worn down apartment building
and tackles issues of difference as
a point of commonality.
The drama’s ensemble
cast has no starring roles, giving equal part and power to all
of the characters. Instead of the
usual character arc, this delivers a
fleshed out snapshot of a moment
in the life of the building.
Beautiful Thing opens
12/8 and continues until 12/10.

AIDA

With crew positions and extras
comprised of Mercer students,
Maurer Productions Onstage
presents Elton John and Tim
Rice’s Aida.
Marketed as Disney’s
first musical for grown-ups, this
modernized rock opera tells the
story of the enslaved Ethiopian
princess Aida after she is brought
to Egypt. Radames, an Egyptian
commander, falls in love with her
and struggles between a loyalty to
his heart and to his Pharaoh.
Elton John and Tim
Rice’s Aida opens 11/18 with
weekend shows through 11/27.
Kelsey Theater online at www.
kelseyatmccc.org/aida

THE MANDRAGOLA

clarity and refinement, making
something look prettier, and
changing essential facts of what
was published. For example, go
back again, Han Shot first. Han
Solo in the first Star Wars movie
that he made he was a rascal, a
scoundrel, a smuggler and in this
George Lucas revision he’s much
less of a scoundrel.” Professor
Carmien went to elaborate “For
some reason George Lucas felt he
needed to rehabilitate Han Solo.

THE COLLEGE VOICE | FILE PHOTO

Was he worried about the moral
legacy of his work?”
Some die-hards will
probably accept the Blue-Ray versions and will be willing to buy
them. Others in the Star Wars
purist camp will merely reject the
altered versions. Unfortunately
Lucas’s lack of fidelity to the original work is troubling and undermines the new version to some
extent.

Fall’s first student production will
be The Mandrake. Machiavelli’s
15th century satire of the medieval concept of courtly love and
open mockery of the influence
of Catholicism in politics and the
general corruption of renaissance
Italy. The cast and crew are wholly
comprised of Mercer students, so
check it out to see your friends
and classmates onstage.
The leading roles of Lucrezia and Callimaco are played
by Megan Sherow and Ned Ianacone, respectively, with the whole
affair being produced by Mercer
Theater Program Coordinator
Jody Person.
The Mandrake opens
11/11 at 8pm, with subsequent
showings 11/12 at 2 & 7 and a 3
pm matinee 11/13. Tickets available at Kelsey box office, priced at
$12, $6 for Mercer students.
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MERCER GRAFFITI

Continued from page 1
appears:
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Mercer president Dr. Patricia Donohue cuts the ribbon on the new kitchen September 14, 2011.

Ribbon cutting ceremony for
hospitality program’s new kitchen
By Tara Davis-Scholle
Reporter

To celebrate the opening
of Mercer County Community
College’s new teaching kitchen,
a ribbon cutting ceremony took
place on September 14, 2011. The
building of the new kitchen was
done to help accommodate the
growing number of students that
are entering into the college’s hospitality and culinary programs.
The kitchen, made possible by Federal Perkins grant
funding, was decorated with hors
d’oeuvres prepared with the help
of current culinary students. The

ceremony’s special guest was Sam
Morgante, a former white house
military chef. Attendees of the
ceremony had a treat when Morgante joined Mercer instructor
Frank Benowitz in creating one of
former president Bush’s favorite
meals, Texas flank steak. The dish
was prepared with New Jersey
seasonal vegetables. When asked
what it was like collaborating with
Morgante, Benowitz replied, “We
have worked together before, and
it’s always a fun time.”
“The kitchen opening
ceremony was definitely an eye
opener to the Mercer culinary de-

partment, and it was nice to meet
a white house chef,” said Mercer
television student Zohair Zaidi.
After sharing the Texas
flank with the guests, Morgante
and Benowitz joined with Mercer
President Dr. Patricia C. Donohue
and associate professor Doug Fee,
to cut the ribbon. After the ribbon
cutting, Chef Morgante presented
Dr. Donohue with a gift of knives
for the teaching kitchen, which
were engraved with the presidential seal. With the new kitchen all
done, this will sure attract even
more students to the hospitality
and culinary programs.

“Fuck Obama’s health
care a privalage Its not a
right”
“Why you tryin’ to kill
Grandma?”
“I’m sorry? Good health
isn’t a right”

The same politically minded bathroom featured the name “Obama”
with a hammer and sickle inside
the O, next to which someone has
written “Ohm sup Glenn Beck. I
didn’t know you went to MCCC.”
That comment was followed by
“Hipperbole, much?”
In the women’s bathroom in the Communications
building, things are more philosophical. One person wrote
“GOD IS LOVE”, to which another responded, “Dont shove your
morals on my face.”
One category of graffiti
can best be described as inscrutable, featuring slogans such as:
“VAGAN!” It’s not clear if this is
a celebration of egg and meat free
eating, or a species of aliens featured in Star Trek.
The smoking huts of
Mercer have received truly ornate adornment. The hut located

near the east student parking lot
features graffiti based on the drug
counter-culture. The entire site
is multi-colored and filled with
lists of various drugs, pictures of
mushrooms and penises intertwined with cryptic phrases such
as “quack,” and “S.O.T. got da
dankiest of dem all.”
As would be expected,
graffiti is prohibited on campus.
Article M2 of the Student Conduct code includes in the “Prohibited Activities” section: “Damage, destruction, or defacement of
college property or property of a
member of the College or visitor.”
Like a number of other
Mercer policies that are virtually
un-enforceable, the security logs
show not a single instance of a
student being busted for writing
graffiti, but bathrooms are routinely repainted following outbreaks of hate graffiti such as the
anti-Semitic drawings reported
on by Tricia Bitetto in the article
“Graffiti of Hate” that appeared
in the March 9, 2009 issue of The
VOICE.
In that same article, Director of Campus Safety Bryon
Marshall is quoted as saying that
in general incidents of bathroom
graffiti are “done randomly” and
are “not a major concern.”

SPO
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When should

By Kathleen Hirschfeld
Reporter
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Mercer Vikings vie for the ball during their 8-0 blow out debut home game against
Camden County College on September 29, 2011.

Debut game is 8-0 blow out
Future looks good for women’s soccer
By Val DaGrain
Senior Reporter

With 13 games behind them and
five games remaining in the regular season, the 5-8-1 Lady Vikings
have won five out of there last six,
and still have a fighting chance for
a crack at the post-season, after
starting of the 2011 season 0-8
with one tie.
Former Mercer tri-athelete a first year coach, Michelle
Ogborn-Haywood was unable to
earn a win in the first eight games
of her inaugural season. The Lady
Vikings dropped some close
games, including a loss against
Rockville, MD on September 11.
In that game, the Lady Vikings
lost due to a last second goal that
ended the game at 2-3, Rockville.
Other games weren’t as close, notably the season opener on August
27 where the Lady Vikings lost
8-0 in Rochester, NY to Monroe
of the Bronx. During these first
nine games Mercer averaged 1.25

goals a game but was giving up an
average of 3.5 goals a game.
“Coach is doing a good
job in her first year, shes a great
motivator, and she always makes
us work hard,” said second year
forward Amanda Lutz (#7).
On Saturday September
17, Mercer played our neighbors
to the South, Gloucester County
College. Wing and team captain
Nicole Tarfow scored two goals
that night and forward Amanda
Lutz added one of her own, but
it wasn’t enough to capture that
elusive first victory. Starting Mercer goalie and first year player
Jess Larsen injured her knee on a
play where she was red carded for
tackling outside the box.
“Injury has played a huge
role in the first half of our season,
but we are putting those games
behind us, we have a roster full of
healthy, aggressive, athletes.” said
Ogborn-Haywood.
Injury might be one of
the causes of the girls early woes

because nine players out of twenty-four that were active at the beginning of the season were at one
point on the injured reserved list
so far in the 2011 season, eight of
them starters.
Injury was so much of
a problem that Haywood got five
women that weren’t on the roster
at the beginning of the season, to
join the team to fill out the roster
so the women could be aloud to
compete. Showana Paul, and Marelys “Muf ” Williams are basketball players and expected to play
for coach Mike Tenglia’s basketball team in November. Samantha Soto, Roselyn Gonzalez, and
Susana Herrara, of Hightstown
who is the daughter of former pro
soccer player Giriemo Herrara,
round out the five new players.
In their debut game with
the Vikings they helped secure
Mercer’s first win in an 8-0 blow
out against Camden County College in front of about 50 cheering
Mercer fans.

After being hit in the
head twice while playing soccer this past summer, nineteen
year old Mercer student Megan
Constance joined a large percentage of athletes who keep
playing despite having concussions.
According to the article, ‘Concussion Center for
Children and Adolescents’
found on the Saint Clare’s
Health System website, “41
percent of athletes that suffered
a concussion reported back to
sports to soon.”
During the first game
of the season, Constance suffered a severe concussion after
being hit in the eye.
“I couldn’t see and
honestly don’t remember much
of what happened,” said Constance.
However, Constance
shook off the blow and never
reported the injury. She recalls,
“it’s not a visible injury, so I
didn’t take it to be serious.”
Two weeks later, after
constant headaches and increased irritability, Constance
was hit in the head again during a game. After being taken
off the field, her teammates
explained the previous injury to her coaches and she
was promptly given a concussion test behind the bleachers,
which she failed.
Despite the seriousness of a concussion, athletes
often brush their head injury
off to be nothing important.
Many students do not see the
severity of their injury, whereas some students, like Megan
Constance, do not want to report an injury for fear it will

take them out of the game.
Constance
credits
not speaking up about her injuries with, “I just wanted to
keep playing.”
An athlete may see
the blow to their head trivial
compared to their will to play
the game, but a concussion
can interfere with the brains
ability to function normally.
According to the
AANS article ‘Sports-Related
Head Injury,’ “a concussion
results from shaking the brain
within the skull and, if severe
can cause shearing injuries to
nerve fibers and neurons.”
In a pamphlet created by the National Collegiate
Athletic Association (NCAA)
and the Center for Disease
Control (CDC), it is stressed
that to recognize an injury
there must be “a forceful blow
to the head…and any change
in the student athlete’s behavior, thinking or physical functioning.”
The symptoms of a
concussion include moving
clumsily, answering questions
slowly, appearing dazed, headaches, nausea or vomiting.
Despite the symptoms of a concussion often
being overlooked, they are frequent among athletes. In the
article, ‘Sports-Related Head
Injury’ found on the American Association of Neurological Surgeons (AANS) website,
it’s reported that “an estimated
446,788 sports-related head
injuries (were) treated at U.S.
hospital emergency rooms in
2009.”
The NCAA pamphlet
stresses that when it comes
to concussions, “It’s better to
miss one game than the whole
season. When in doubt, get
checked out.”

Concus

MCCC baseball star goes to Cubs
By Laura Pollack
Senior Reporter

This past summer, James Pugliese
became the first Mercer Viking to
get drafted in over a decade when
he was picked in the 18 round by
the Chicago Cubs.
Pugliese, a right handed
pitcher, spent June 7 in front of
a computer screen watching the
draft, not knowing which round
his name would appear or what
teams would contact him.
The draft is a quick process, which Pugliese called “overwhelming”.
When a player’s name
gets called in the draft, the teams
that are interested immediately
contact the player.
“I was watching the
draft going on and it kept going through the rounds and then
the 18 round came up. Once that

came up three teams called me,
the Mets, the Braves, and the
Cubs all at the same time,” he said.
Pugliese answered the
Cubs, but due to the haste of
the draft he did not have time to
answer the Mets or the Braves.
Despite not being able to talk to
the Mets or Braves, Pugliese is
pleased with the Cubs offer.
“I talked to the Cubs and
said ‘I’d take you right now’. They
put a number out moneywise,
and we came to an agreement. We
signed that night,” he said.
“I didn’t know when I
was going to get drafted, but I was
pretty excited about all of it,” said
Pugliese. He continued, “I’m really happy I signed this year.”
Pugliese is not a new
face in the Cubs organization.
He has played for the Class R
Arizona League Cubs before get-

ting moved up to the Class A
Boise Hawks in the Short-Season
Northwest League.
“I enjoyed every moment of it, and I am still happy I
made the decision to go and play
because this is what I really want
to do,” he said.
Last season for MCCC,
Pugliese went 6-1 with a 1.27 ERA
in 56.2 innings pitched. He allowing 30 hits, 27 walks, and struck
out 71.
Pugliese graduated from
Steinert High School in 2010,
where he went 3-0 with seven
saves his senior year. He also
pitched out of the bullpen during
the 15-year-old Bath Ruth World
Series for Nottingham.
Pugliese will spend the
off season on a tight work out and
diet program before heading to
Arizona for spring training.
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James Pugliese who wore jersey #5 during his Mercer baseball
career was drafted to the Chicago Cubs on June 7, 2011.

ORTS



the college

10 - 17 - 11



USSION

VOICE

7

d an athlete worry?

The 2011 women’s cross country team players unwind after a recent meet.

COLLEGE VOICE | FILE PHOTO

Women’s cross county becomes a team
By Laura Pollack
Senior Reporter

ssion
PHOTO | VAL DAGRAIN

This season, the women’s cross
country team became the first
scoring team at MCCC in twenty
years.
Last season the women’s
cross country team only consisted
of two runners, and in order to
officially score in the race a team
has to have at least five members.
This year the team has
expanded to seven athletes, which
according to Sierra Downs has
contributed to the team’s success.
“I think that the girls on
the team really embrace that team
mentally which isn’t something
you find all the time,” said Downs,
who came in fourth at the Dukes
Invitational. She continued, “Everyone’s very supportive of one
another. We’re all at different levels, but we just all have a lot of
fun. We’re like a little family.”
Erin Cahill is in her second season of coaching women’s
cross country for Mercer, and has
not changed her coaching style
now that the roster has expanded.
“It’s a similar approach.
You have to focus on each individuals abilities and each situation,” said Cahill. She also knows
how important team mentality
can be for success in Cross Country.
“You’re not just running

for yourself. You’re running for
the team as well,” she said.
Cahill credits the team
expansion to “word of mouth
from a few that wanted to do it in
the spring.”
Jaqueline
Goncalves
wanted to join the Cross Country
team last season, but was unable
to find the time.
“I asked about the cross
country team, but because of my
class schedule I couldn’t join,” she
said.
Sierra Downs and Anajae Register had run cross country before and wanted to continue
running at college.
“I wasn’t aware that
Mercer actually had a team,” said
Downs, who officially found out
about the team through her high
school cross country coach.
The seven women on
the team have roots ranging from
Brazil to Brooklyn.
Cahill believes that the
diversity of the team only creates
a stronger bond.
“There’s a good mix of
international girls and local girls
and they both want to learn from
each other. They want to do well
for each other,” she said.
Cahill said the team has
had a “pretty good season.”
“It’s hard. Some meets
have been stronger than others,”

said Cahill.
Their strongest meet
came on September 17 at the
Dukes Invitational at Cumberland County College where they
placed second.
Charlay Dingle, who
has never played Cross Country
before this season, said that this
sport “is not for the weak hearted”.
Each race is a different
length. Some are 6k while others
are 5k. Some meets also consist of
D1, D2, and D3 teams from various two and four year colleges.
“We’re a JR Division 1
team racing with four year colleges who are division three. We
don’t score against them, but
we’re still physically next to them
and competing with them,” said
Downs. She continued, “The goal
of a race is to not only to get a personal best time, but to try and pass
people that you’re scoring against
because if you finish before them
then you get more points.”
Cahill hopes that the extra length or the races and competition will help the team.
“I’m hoping that makes
us tougher. You just have to take
it meet by meet,” she said.
The cross country team
is looking to place in the regional
meet at Thompson Park on October 22.

Locals turn out for second annual First Amendment 5K race
By Anna Bosted & Laura Pollack
Reporter

The VOICE held its second annual First Amendment 5K RunWalk on October 1. Nearly seventy participants arrived to race
that supported Mercer’s awardwinning paper and the first
amendment.
For Stephanie Nawracaj,
the first place overall woman’s
finisher with a time of 22:41, the
themes of freedom and charity
were incentives for participating.
“I run a 5K every week.
I’m into supporting (the causes)
and donating my money,” said
Nawracaj.
As for her decision to
support a student run newspaper?
“I’m a student too, so it’s always
good to help out fellow students,”

said Nawracaj, a full-time student at Rutgers University in New
Brunswick and who lives in Mercer County.
The first place men’s finisher and the overall fastest runner was Carlos Robles of Trenton,
who finished in 18:27. Though he
was among the runners less concerned with the cause and more
focused on the race, Robles says
he was impressed by the atmosphere of the event. “I was more
than happy to be here…there’s a
family atmosphere, and that’s the
most important thing. It’s a good
way to start the weekend.”
The First Amendment
5K served as both a fund-raiser
for the newspaper as well as a
charity event. The money raised
through the event helps the news
staff upgrade equipment and cover the costs of organizing the pa-

per and participating in national
conventions and competitions.
Though the drenching
rain of the previous week had indicated bad weather that morning, and had washed out a portion
of the signage directing runners
around the course, the race was a
success. Clear skies, sun, and cool
fall temperatures met the runners.
In addition to the signs, newspaper staff members were able to
direct runners around the course.
The remainder of the
bottled water and food donated
by local businesses was taken to
The Mission Store in Trenton.
The Rescue Mission of Trenton
has been in operations since 1915,
distributing clothing and necessities to those in need, as well as
providing services that include
Work Therapy and Life Skills programs.

PHOTO | DAN ASNIS

Carlos Robles of Trenton won the second annual First
Amendment 5K run with a time of 18:27 on Saturday, October 1,
2011.
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Good times at Colonial Quoits Club in Hamilton
10 - 17 - 11

By Emily Lukasewycz
Reporter

“Quit your bitchin’ and start
pitchin’.” In May of 2000, this became the slogan for the Colonial
Quoit Club, a quoiting league
based in Hamilton, New Jersey.
The Colonial Quoit Club, now
one of the most established quoit
leagues in New Jersey, has just
wrapped up their 2011 season
with Mike Cech taking the championship title.
A fairly inexpensive
sport, according to quoitfactory.com, quoits is a game played
with steel discs that are thrown,
or “pitched,” at a metal “hub.”
According to the same source,
quoits originated in Pennsylvania
around the 1930’s and continues
to be popular in the New Jersey
and Pennsylvania area.
Formed by neighbors
Nick Lukasewycz and Mark
Prekop, both of Hamilton Township, the league started as a bunch
of friends getting together from
mid-May to mid-September with
“a quoit in one hand, a beer in
the other,” says Lukasewycz. Over
the years, this backyard club had
evolved into a more competitive
league, with players growing in
skill and the competition becoming steeper than ever.
The Colonial Quoit
Club, named after the street the
club calls home, continues to rise

Colonial Quoit Club member Frank Sforza pitching a quoit.

in popularity as the years go by.
According to Prekop, the club
only has 25 roster spots open, so
you have to register early in the
season to secure a place in the
league.
“The beauty of this game
is that almost anyone can play.
The club boasts both male and
female players with an age range

of early twenties to late seventies,”
said Lukasewycz. “It’s a game of
finesse, as opposed to power, and
allows fair competition across the
board..”
“It is entirely by chance
that we arrived at this point. It
has taken ten years of mistakes,
tweaks to the format, and trial
and error to get to where we are,”

PHOTO COURTESY COLONIAL QUOIT CLUB

said Lukasewycz. According to
Prekop, the amount of ringers has
doubled since 2000 and the players from this club have won many
of the local tournaments that are
held each summer in the area.
Opening night of Colonial Quoit Club’s eleventh season
was held on Friday, May 7, 2011
with 22 players gracing the pits.

According to the club’s web site,
Jeff Onyszczuk and Mike Klidzia
took the top spots for the evening.
The season would go on to consist
of fourteen weeks followed by a
playoff tournament to determine
the club champion. This year,
Mike Chech became the second
player to become a repeat champion in the league. “Mike was
the best player all year long and
proved that fact with his playoff
performance,” said Lukasewycz.
The finals of the quoit
club hardly mark the end of the
season for the dedicated “QuoitHeads” of this league. The players continue to pitch well into the
fall months, until the weather or
prior commitments interfere, says
Lukasewycz. An annual Colonial
Quoit Club picnic is also held to
mark the end of the season and
present awards to the winners.
Traditional awards includr “Top
Dog,” for highest point average,
and “Most Improved.”
“The most important
award,” according to Lukasewycz,
“is the sportsmanship award. This
is awarded to the player that most
embodies the spirit of friendship
and camaraderie in a competitive
environment. It is what makes
the game enjoyable for me, playing with quality people while still
trying to beat the pants off of your
opponent.”
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IN FOCUS

Fewer language levels offered at Mercer
By Kellie Rendina
Reporter

Most majors at Mercer require
two consecutive semesters of a
second language. Lately, it seems
like the variety of languages has
become slimmer and going beyond a 100 level classes has become even more rare.
Prof. Daniel D’Arpa, the
director of the Foreign Language
Department, has some theories as
to why the foreign language selection has declined.
“It all comes down to interest - what students are interested in taking. At a two year school,
students are in a rush. They have a
plan,” D’Arpa said in a recent interview with The VOICE.
In the past, Mercer has
tried to boost students’ interest
in foreign languages by offering a
wide variety of language classes.
\
“Deans have tried Hungarian, Hebrew, Hindi, Polish,
and Arabic,” D’Arpa says, but he
goes on to note that these languages are not typically offered
since students’ interest in them
comes and goes.
Stephanie McMullen, a
second year student at Mercer, is
not interested in taking a second
language. She says, “It’s a waste
of time for me to learn a second
language. If I’m not going into a
career centered around learning a

THE COLLEGE VOICE | FILE PHOTO

language, I shouldn’t have to take
one.”
Other students are more
enthusiastic about learning a language, but believe that the lack
of foreign language options is a
problem. “If a student wants to
learn a language, then they should
have the opportunity,” says Alexandra Honore, a criminal justice
major.
Honore agrees with
D’Arpa that interest plays a big
part in the lack of languages.
“Nobody seems to care
about learning a language here.
Students are thinking okay, ‘How
will [learning a language] help
me?,’” says Honore.
It is also difficult for students to get into a language class

that is higher than 100 level. In
some cases, students who are fluent in a language like Spanish will
take Spanish 101.
“There is a rumor going
around that advisers have been
advising students to take 101 to
keep up their GPA,” said D’Arpa.
This puts a restriction on students
hoping to get into a higher level of
a language. If the majority of students only enroll in 101 and 102
language courses, the demand for
higher level classes will be smaller
and less classes will be available.
Placing students correctly also becomes an issue because,
D’Arpa says, “Students who are
fluent in a language can purposely
fail the placement test in order to
be in 101.”

D’Arpa tries to mitigate
the effect of this problem in his
own Spanish classes. He says, “I
use these [knowledgeable] students as a learning tool to help the
other students. I really don’t want
them there, but the class is better
with fluent speakers.”
Honore also had an issue being placed correctly. While
registering for classes, her advisers were unaware that she could
register for Italian 201. Italian 201
was not well advertised due to the
lack of students who signed up for
it. She says she was then placed
into Italian 102, which is below
her level of fluency. She was finally placed into Italian 201 when
her professor realized she needed
a higher level.
D’Arpa does have some
plans for the future of the language department. His main goal
is to become better at placing students.
“In place before me,
languages were more grammar
based. I’ve been pushing hard
against the focus on grammar
and more for speaking and communication. Grammar gets in the
way of fluency,” says D’Arpa. He
has also been planning a second
study abroad trip to Costa Rica
and considering a trip to Spain.
“It all comes down to interest,” says D’Arpa.

TRENTON SCHOOL
MOLD PROBLEM
Continued from page 1
prior to opening on September 8.
Broach says, “There were
several inspections done before
school opened and they all came
to the same conclusions that the
school presented no threat into
the health, safety, and well-being
of the students or the professional
staff.”
The school closed on
September 9 and reopened on
September 12. According to
Broach, the school board utilized
this time to work on repairing
some of the main concerns of the
building.
Broach says, “It did give
us an opportunity to continue to
address the ongoing concerns regarding the building and its physical issues. We repainted more, did
some more work on the roofs, so
it did give us another window of
opportunity to do some things.”
Jefferson
Elementary
School has since been open and
teaching students in safe environmental conditions according to
Broach. “I think it’s right on par
with all the other schools that are
in session. Like all buildings, we
continue to maintain the building
on a daily basis just like we would
all of our school buildings and
that there is no concern for health
safety or well-being.”
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Do you see a
typo?

THE way it is

Ken Napier
These days, our markets are filled
with items labeled as Organic
or Pesticide Free, claiming benefits from their natural cultivation
methods.
“I like buying organic
food because...I don’t know...I
don’t know why I eat organic
foods. I think organic food tastes
better,” said Christine Gwin, a
hippy and junior at Rutgers.
Muhammad Ali and
Dick Winters didn’t buy organic,
and I’ll bet they could kick that
hippy’s ass.
Actually, “Organic foods
have never been shown to be
healthier, more nutritious or more
safe than conventional foods, despite dozens of scientific studies.
There is no weight that organic is
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better or healthier for you.” says
Alex Avery of The Hudson Institute Center for Global Food Issues in a CNN in-depth report.
In fact, organic food
might even be WORSE FOR YOU
than normal chemically soaked
fruits and veggies. Many of the
modern farming methods and
chemicals that organic products
forgo in favor absolutely nothing
were put in place for a reason.
Let us not forget that
pasteurized milk was introduced
in the early twentieth century to
prevent citizens from getting sick
and occasionally dying from bacteria like tubercle bacillus, also
known as Tuberculosis, which
can be found in raw and untreated milk.
America seems to have
forgotten that, as the recent trend
in raw milk and other raw dairy
products like yogurt and cream
has led to hospitalizations nationwide. Luckily, the sale of raw
milk, and products made from it,
except for raw cheese aged over 60
days, is illegal in New Jersey.
Unfortunately, that may
soon change if Assembly Bill 743
and its companion bill S-2702 are
allowed to pass, as they both aim
to allow farmers to sell and distribute raw dairy products.
The biodegradable germicides organic growers cam-

paign against were created to
combat the often fatal epidemics caused by tainted fruits, such
as the recent Listeria outbreak,
caused by Colorado based organic farming company Jensen
Farms. In September of 2011, Jensen Farms unknowingly distributed polluted cantaloupes, which
have killed 13 American citizens
and infected 72 more across 18
states.
The most recent Listeria
outbreak had a 15 percent mortality rate, which according to CDC
records, is a full five percent higher than that of H1N1 Swine Flue,
and could have been easily avoided had Jensen Farms used common place agricultural chemicals
to treat their murderous cantaloupes during the growing season
and shipping process.
A report put out by the
Center for Global Food Issues
states that organic crops and
products are also responsible for
eight percent of E. Coli cases in
our country, despite accounting
for less than one percent of consumed foods.
This is because of limitations placed on acceptable fertilizers, leading companies and
co-ops to partially rely on human
and animal waste to fertilize their
crop. Which means your sexy
organo-vegan heirloom tomato

might just be teeming with angry
little E. Coli germs waiting to kill
you.
The cultivation methods are not even environmentally friendly, despite claims by
proponents of organic farming.
CropLifeAmerica.org
explains
how organic growing methods
typically yield 50% less than conventional, modern farming per
acre, leading to unnecessary deforestation as organic growers are
forced to clear more land to provide the same amount of product.
Modern farming methods are products of scientific
progress. The average farm’s peracre-yield has seen a 200 percent
increase over the last century,
giving healthier goods to more
people.
Non-organic, industrial
farming has led to a decline in
the spread of infectious disease
and even, according to the CDC,
increased life expectancy, thereby
promoting better living through
science.
Do not give in to the
organic propaganda. Instead, remind its proponents that the extra
money they spend on their technophobe food fad sponsors slash
and burn deforestation and Listeria outbreaks. So arm yourself
with the power of knowledge and
don’t eat organic, eat smart.

Don’t Ask Don’t Tell repeal just the beginning

We are always trying
to improve our
proofreading!
If you see an error
in our spelling,
punctuation or
grammar let us know!
abosted@gmail.com
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Sierra Downs
The military policy “Don’t Ask,
Don’t Tell” was repealed on Sept
20, 2011. I believe the history and
repeal of DADT cuts to the core of
what America is and has become;
it shows how when one group’s
rights are trampled upon, the entire culture is diminished.
DADT was made an
official policy in 1993 under
President Bill Clinton. Service
members were not allowed to
be questioned about their sexual

orientation nor disclose their sexual orientation to others. Simple,
right?
What the general public failed to see was that “don’t
ask” was a myth. “What are you
doing this weekend?”, “Who are
you with?” and “Why aren’t you
married?” soon became questions
to fear for homosexuals. Military personnel and soldiers were
forced to lie about every aspect of
their life: their social plans, their
significant others, their own identity.
American citizens, fully
willing to die for your freedom,
were rejected simply for being
honest about their sexual orientation. The policy itself was so
convoluted, the Pentagon actually
issued an “official comic book” to
explain it.
Erykah Jones served in
the military as an automated logistical specialist from 2001 to
2006, and is currently a workstudy certified assistant, helping with veteran affairs here at
MCCC.
“There [are] so many
other things going on when we’re

being trained to fight for our
country,” explained Jones. “What
[service members] really need
to worry about is saving lives...
instead of worrying about what
someone feels about their sexual
preference.”
A horrifying piece of
evidence was then uncovered in
2001: Two days before the first
plane crashed into the World
Trade Center, 54 gay Arabic
Linguists had been discharged.
Alarming messages, not translated until two days after 9/11 (due
to a lack of linguists), came to the
surface. It was a definite wake-up
call for our country.
Jones said she learned
about the discharged linguists
in her Social Problems class at
MCCC.
“It shows that [our military] is contradictory... At the end
of the day, you’re worried about
someone’s personal life, and you
have the country in your hands.”
Current treasurer of
MCCC’s own LGBTF club (lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender,
and friends) James Reslier-Wells,
shares my same prediction con-

cerning our military’s future after
the repeal; “Whether or not this
will have any immediate effect on
the quality of life for LGBT personnel remains to be seen. There
is a lot of ritual and ingrained attitudes in the armed services, and
it may well take time to see common acceptance of openly homosexual individuals really come
about on a large scale, regardless
of official stance.”
Yet, as the wise Jay Leno
so clearly points out, there is
much more our country has to
improve on concerning LGBT
equality: “’Don’t Ask Don’t Tell’ is
now over. Gay people can enlist,
fight overseas... and then not be
able to get married when they get
back home.”
OpalLisa Thrush, Current PR Officer for Mercer’s LGBTF Club, wholeheartedly agrees.
“[The repeal of DADT] is a large
step forward, but we still have a
long way to go on the road of human rights and equality.”
So, let’s keep this equality going, America. This story is
not over yet.

Want to work for the VOICE?
Make friends. See your work in print. Enhance your resume. Receive free training.
Join us Mondays and Wednesdays in SC 210 from 12-1:15.
Editorial Policy:
The College VOICE is written and edited by students of Mercer
County Community College and published every 3 weeks under
the advisement of a faculty adviser. The material printed in The
College VOICE, be it articles, advertisements or opinion pieces,
does not necessarily represent the views of the editors, the faculty,
staff, administration or the board of trustees of Mercer County
Community College.

Write to The College VOICE!
Do you have something to say? The College VOICE accepts letters to
the editor. Submissions should be no more than 300 words; longer
submissions may be shortened. Submit materials in electronic
format, and include your name and status at Mercer (major and
year, faculty or staff position or alumnus). All materials submitted
become the property of The College VOICE, which reserves the
right to reject or edit material based on length, taste or clarity.
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JUST 4 FUN

horoscopes

ASK THE VOICE: good answers to tough questions

Help is
bong?
here! Mrs. Peacock was
-Little Drummer Boy
murdered?
-Wadsworth the Butler
Dear Drummer,
My 3 foot, handmade
Dear Wadsworth,
I was in the dining room glass-blown bong
hiding in the closet.
wondering why my
lasagna hadn’t yet been -The VOICE
served. Tell me, Butler,
Dear VOICE,
where were YOU?!
Dear Voice,
What should I do if a
I heard that a student -The VOICE
ninja attacks me on
was caught peeing
the way to the parking
Dear Voice,
in a fountain on
lot?
Why does it seem like
campus? What’s that
-Crouching Tiger
offices are always
about?
moving at Mercer?
-Skeeved Out
-Mazed and Confused Dear TIger,
Don’t worry, our rentDear Skeeved,
a-cops are ready for
Dear Mazed,
Sounds like someone
anything. Call  ext. 3503
Because this is
should switch to soda.
-The VOICE
They’re low in urination Hogwarts! Have you
______
not seen the moving
and high in making it
NOTE: THIS FEATURE IS
staircases yet?
through history class.
FOR ENTERTAINMENT
-The VOICE.  
-The VOICE
Dear Voice,
Where were you when

Classic Peanuts

Dear VOICE,
What is your favorite

PURPOSES ONLY. ANY
RESEMBLANCE TO
ACTUAL PROBLEMS IS
PURELY COINCIDENTAL.

Capricorn

Dec. 22 - Jan. 19
It is time to focus on
that project you have
been neglecting for a
while. Put in the effort
now and you will be
rewarded later.

Taurus
Apr. 20 - May 20
You are centered and
grounded as usual this
month. Keep it up and
focus on family and
don’t be afraid to let
loose.

Virgo

Aug. 23 - Sept. 22
A walk in the park may
be a good idea. On the
other hand, there are
times to stop smelling
the roses and get to
work. This month may
be the latter for you.

Aquarius

Jan. 20 - Feb. 18
Times may be rough
now but don’t give up,
it will work out in your
favor. However, if you
give up now you will be
doomed for the rest of
the month.

Gemini

May 21 - Jun. 20
Trusting people around
you may seem difficult
sometimes, but if you
give them a chance you
may be surprised.

Libra

Sept. 23 - Oct. 22
Celebrations are in the
works. Don’t party too
hard, the consequences
could be undesirable.
On the other hand,
it’s not going too far to
wear a pirate outfit to
work on Halloween.

2X DILBERT AND GET FUZZY

Pisces

Feb. 19 - Mar. 20
You may feel things are
not working out for you,
but something good is
coming your way in the
next few days.

Cancer

Jun. 21 - Jul. 22
Don’t stress so much,
change is on the
horizon. Work may be
the area of change for
you. All the changes will
be good!

Scorpio

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
Get your pincers ready,
you will need them in
the next few weeks.
People will need to be
put in their place. You
are the only one who
can keep them well
behaved. Use your skills
well.

Aries

Mar. 21 - Apr. 19
Relationships are the
focus this month. Some
conflicts with family
members will affect you
and everyone around
you.

Leo

Jul. 23 - Aug. 22
Tame your mane, it is
frazzled. Embrace your
inner calm. Take a spa
day. Get that hair cut.
Maybe do some yoga. It
will restore your normal
calm.

Sagittarius

Nov. 22 - Dec. 21
Take some time out
this month to reflect on
your life, and where it
is headed. Maybe it is
time for a change.

