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In a VOICE survey of 50 
Mercer students, 90 percent 
admitted to using their cell 
phones in class on a regular 
basis. 

Two students suspended following altercation
Vincenzo Campo says his swastika is a symbol of peace; his peers don’t see it that way

By Anna Bosted
Senior Reporter
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In a survey of 50 Mercer stu-
dents, 90 percent said they 
regularly use their during their 
classes. What are they using 
them for? Seventy-five percent 
of the students surveyed said 
they use their phones in class to 
send text messages, 17 percent 
to send text messages and go 
on social networking websites 
such as Facebook, while six per-
cent of students are using the 
phones in class to play games.
 Jon Adams, a first year 
Communications major, said 
he feels that how a student 
spends his or her class time is 
up to each individual.
 “This isn’t high school 
anymore. We are paying to take 
these classes. We’re at the point 

where we’re old enough where 
if we fail it’s our own fault,” said 
Adams. He added, “If we don’t 
do what we’re supposed to do 
than that’s on us. If these pro-
fessors are going to expect us 
to handle the responsibilities 
of their classes like adults, they 
need to let us make our own de-
cisions, and deal with the pos-
sible consequences, like adults 
would.”
 Professors and admin-
istrators see things differently. 
Dean of Liberal Arts Robin 
Schore feels that texting while 
a teacher is giving a lecture is 
“beyond disrespectful.”
 He went on to say, 
“Anybody who is caught texting 
in class, the instructor should 
be allowed to take their phone 
and hit it with a large sledge-
hammer.”

 Beyond being disre-
spectful, many professors feel 
that the use of cell phones dur-
ing class actually disrupts the 
work taking place. One English 
professor who spoke on the 
condition of anonymity said, 
“Seeing a student text during 
class distracts me while I’m 
teaching and distracts others 
who are actually there to learn 
something. Telling people to 
put their phones away wastes 
my time. If their brains are 
elsewhere, why don’t they take 
their bodies and get out of my 
classroom so I can get on with 
educating people who give a 
damn?”
 Christine Delozier, a 
second year criminal justice 
major, believes that texting in 
class is acceptable under cer-
tain circumstances.

 “I usually just use [my 
phone] to check the time, and 
then check it if we’re not doing 
anything important, or if we’re 
taking notes and I finished writ-
ing the notes down already,” 
said Delozier. “I think it’s some-
times disrespectful. If you’re 
sitting there clearly not paying 
attention to what the teacher is 
saying, and they tell you not to 
text, then it’s disrespectful.”
 The biggest problem 
with texting is class appears to 
not be students disrespecting 
the teachers, but how there is 
no set social standard for text 
messaging.
 Communications Pro-
fessor Tracey McCarthy be-
lieves that the confusion over 
proper cell phone etiquette ex-
tends outside of the classroom.
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ABOVE: A photo of Vince 
Campo, also known as the 
Hamilton Nazi or the Nazi 
Santa taken from a YouTube 
video posted by mrthewedge 
on August 10, 2010. Campo 
is frequently spotted out 
walking in the Hamilton - 
Mercerville area.

Pictured above, members of local New Jersey and Pennsylvania white pride and neo-Nazi groups 
(NOTE: photo does not include Vince Campo) rallied on the steps of the Capitol in Trenton on 
April X, 2011, as reported in The VOICE.

According to police reports, an 
altercation between two stu-
dents, one with a swastika insig-
nia on his arm, the other an Af-
rican American, broke out near 
the cafeteria of Mercer’s West 
Windsor campus at 3:08pm on 
August 30, 2011.  The student 
wearing the swastika has been 
identified as Vincenzo Campo.  
The African American student, 
Adrian Edwards, was arrested 
by West Windsor Police for 
simple assault.  Both students 
are currently suspended, pend-
ing final deliberations of the 
school’s disciplinary board.   
 Edwards struck Cam-
po in the face twice, accord-
ing to the West Windsor Police 
incident report.  The assault is 
credited to “Bias Intimidation;” 
It appears that Edwards was of-
fended by Campo’s  swastika, 
although Campo’s wearing of 
the symbol is protected by his 
First Amendment rights.
 Campo has received 
attention under the nickname 
the “Hamilton Nazi” and “Nazi 
Santa” and is known for wear-
ing military attire, often includ-
ing a Nazi-military style red fez 
hat and a red armband with a 
swastika.  
 Unconfirmed reports 
suggest that Campo was en-
rolled at Mercer prior to this 
year, sometime during the mid-

1990’s and that he has lived in 
and out of various group homes 
for many years.
 “I worked at the Mer-
cer bookstore as a temp, and I 
actually had to ring the guy up.  
He had a military outfit with a 
helmet and the swastika,” said 
Antonio Rodriguez, a third year 
Game Design student at Mer-
cer.  
 In a YouTube video 
posted online, Campo says, “I 
can’t call myself a celebrity, 
that would be conceited.”  The 
video, entitled, “jake triano and 
the hamilton santa claus nazi 

4” shows Campo speaking with 
a group, answering questions 
and explaining some of his phi-
losophies. His comments range 
from candid to incomprehen-
sible. For example, he says that 
the Dalai Lama is one of “the 

four horsemen,” presumably 
referencing the four horsemen 
of the apocolypse, suggesting a 
negative view, but in other seg-
ments he clearly indicates that 
the Dalai Lama is someone he 
respects.

 Jake Triano, posted the 
videos and speaks with Campo 
in the online footage. Triano 
freely uses the word “niggers” 
in the introductions to his You-

See NAZI page 4
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Mercer County Park dedicates 9/11 memorial
Hundreds of locals gather to mourn and remember the fallen
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Panelists from left to right Professors Michael Dalton,Professor Noreen Duncan, Dr. Paul Winkler, 
Rev. Samuel Atchison, Imam Dr. Abdul Malik Ali, Professor Kenneth Howarth and  moderator 
Vice President of Student and Academic Affairs Dr. Guy Generals. 

CAMPUS & LOCAL

MCCC holds 9/11 diversity discussion panel

By Anna Bosted
Senior Reporter

By Dan Asnis
Senior Reporter
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On Monday September 12 at 
noon the first of two “Unity 
Through Diversity” panel dis-
cussions was held at the Kelsey 
Theater on Mercer County com-
munity College’s West Windsor 
campus. The second discus-
sion was held at Mercer’s James 
Kerney campus in Trenton two 
nights later. Both panels served 
as a form of commemoration of  
the tenth Anaversary of 9-11.
 The panel explored the 
lasting impact the events that 
transpired on September 11, 
2001 had on “Psyche and Soul” 
of America as Mercer’s Vice 
President of Student and Aca-
demic Affairs, Dr. Guy Gener-
als, who organized and moder-
ated the event, put it in an email 
inviting faculty and students to 
the event.  
 The panelists included 
Iman Dr. Malik Ali of Masjid 
UT-Taqwa in Trenton, Dr. Paul 
Winkler, executive director of 
The New Jersey commission 
of Holocaust Education, Rev. 

Samuel Atchison, President and 
CEO of the Trenton Ecumenical 
Area Ministry as well as Mer-
cer Professors Michael Dalton, 
Kenneth Howarth and Noreen 
Duncan.

 The theme of the dis-
cussion was learning to under-
stand the differences between 
people of different backgrounds 
and religious beliefs. In par-
ticular, the discussion revolved 

around how race and religious 
relations have changed in the 
10 years since the September 
11, 2001 terrorist attacks. The 
consensus among the panel-
ists was that people of differ-

ent backgrounds need to try to 
build a better understanding 
of one another and learn more 
about our differences.  
 In a brief interview af-
ter the event Dr. Ali stressed 
that education is an important 
step in building tolerance, say-
ing “you don’t get more toler-
ance unless you do it. There 
has to be some kind of program 
or something put into place 
where people can understand 
it through a process of educa-
tion, through process of discus-
sion, through process of being 
around one another.” According 
to Dr. Ali the conversation is the 
key. “Without the conversation 
where are we?”
 Dr. Winkler responded 
to a question about what stu-
dents should take away from 
the event saying, “respect your 
fellow student, respect the per-
son next to you accept the dif-
ferences I believe I love that 
there are differences, I’m glad 
that there are different religions. 
Some people say I wish we were 
all the same. I would hate that. 
I like the idea that there are dif-
ferences.”

A ceremony to dedicate a Sep-
tember 11, 2001 memorial took 
place in Mercer County Park on 
Sunday, September 11, 2011.  
A decade after the attacks, the 
ceremony on Sunday’s gray af-
ternoon brought together over 
a hundred spectators to com-
memorate the now infamous 
date of 9/11.  While the crowd 
was comprised of a diverse 
group of people, there was 
striking unity in emotion and 
response to the memorial.
 “”We’re gathered to-
day, shoulder to shoulder, hand 
in hand, much like we were on 
that tragic day 10 years ago,” 
said Mercer County Executive 
Brian M. Hughes at the dedica-
tion ceremony Sunday. Behind 
Hughes stood a ten-foot beam 
that serves as the focal point for 
the memorial.
 The beam itself is a 
recovered piece of steel from 
Ground Zero.  The steel beam is 
anchored to the curved cement 
wall behind it with 13 metal ca-
bles, symbolic of the 13 munici-
palities within Mercer County.  
Benches around the memorial 
are designed to represent the 
four planes that crashed that 
day, and the physical orienta-
tion of the memorial’s back 
wall, north-to-south 180 de-
grees, are the same heading as 
the first plane that hit the North 
Tower.  This symbolic construc-
tion was commissioned by 
Kevin Bannon, Executive Direc-
tor of the Mercer County Parks 
Commission and designed by 
Clarke Caton Hintz, a Trenton-
based architecture, planning 

and landscape firm.
 “We wanted to make a 
park within a park,” Executive 
Director Kevin Bannon told The 
VOICE.  Three months of land-
scaping transformed the for-
merly flat piece of land behind 
the Mercer County Marina into 
the sloping hill that now en-
compases the memorial.
 “Our goal was to make 
it an easy place to visit,” said 
Bannon, noting that the area is 

one of the busiest places within 
the entire park.  “We hope a lot 
of classes can come to visit,” 
said Bannon.
 Katarzyna Mazerant, 
an Honors student at Mer-
cer, attended the ceremony 
with friends and classmates.  
“I was back then in Poland,” 
she said, remembering the at-
tacks of September 11, 2001.  “I 
was watching TV and on every 
single channel we saw what 

happened…it was pretty scary 
for all of us, even in Europe.”  
Now, a decade later, Mazerant 
considered what the memorial 
symbolized for her: “Something 
is left for everyone.”
 To mother of three 
Jennifer Anson, the memorial 
means something rather simi-
lar.  “Its very close to home,” she 
said, adding, “It’s a part of histo-
ry that I lived through that I can 
teach my children about how I 

felt that day.”
 To county executive 
Brian Hughes, the memorial 
and ceremony “means a very 
strong reminder that freedom 
and personal liberty will tri-
umph over religious fundamen-
talism,” he said.  “That’s why 
you build reminders like this….
you want future generations 
to know something of seminal 
importance happened on this 
day.”

On Sunday, September 11, 2011, following the dedication of a new September 11 memorial site in Mercer County Park, a local 
policeman took time to mourn and pay his respects to the fallen. 
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Local flooding  in Mercer County. Following Hurricane Irene, New Jersey governor Chris Christie 
was obliged to issue a state of emergency as thousands of residents experienced flooding, blocked 
roads and extended power outages. 

Flooding complicates first day of classes
By Anna Bosted
Senior Reporter
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Following Hurricane Irene West 
Windsor Township was in a state 
of emergency Sunday August 28 
through Wednesday August 31.  
That weekend was also the fist 
week of classes for Mercer’s Fall 
2011 Term.  While classes were 
cancelled on Saturday, August 
27 and Sunday August 28, Mer-
cer reopened Monday.
 “Every class is impor-
tant,” said President Donahue, 
who made the final call on open-
ing the West Windsor campus. 
The campus was deemed safe 
for students, however, security 
did issue an MAlert broadcast 
message which read: “Delayed/
Cancelled classes designate 
someone to collect attendance 
roster.  Stay for next class!  Fac-
ulty will address classes missed/
delayed based on storm issues.”
 While the administra-
tion was ready for the new term 
to begin, West Windsor police 
were more hesitant to allow 
drivers on the road.
 “What we had was 
pretty much every road that 
bordered a pond, a stream, or 
the Millstone River was impas-
sible Monday, as well as the 
Delaware-Raritan canal,” said 
West Windsor Chief of Police 
Joe Pica.  “That included Alex-
ander Road near the Delaware-
Raritan canal, Alexander Road 
at Little Bearbrook, Clarcksville 
Road at Groversmill Pond, Low-

er Fisher Place, Meadow Road, 
Rabbit Hill Road, South Field 
Road, Washington Road, and 
Lower Harrison road.”
 “There’s a lot of other 
roads, but those are the main 
through-fares that were flood-
ed,” said Pica, noting that the 
above list did not include small-
er roads and neighborhoods 
roads that had been affected by 
the storm.
 “The college where 
its located was in a pretty dry 

area, there was no problems 
with flooding in that area,” said 
Pica.  Mercer itself had no prob-
lems with flooding, and Presi-
dent Donohue reported that 
the “West parking lot was full,” 
with students who had made it 
to campus.
 However, “people 
come from all over the county 
to get to the school,” said Pica.  
Many Mercer students from 
surrounding towns including 
Hightstown, Lawrenceville, and 

Trenton were unable to make it 
to class on Monday as a result 
of road closures and unworking 
traffic lights.
 “I live 15 minutes 
away, but it took me an hour 
and a half [to get to school]” 
said Alyssa Downey, a first year 
Liberal Arts major.  The Trenton 
resident said that both Route 1 
and 239 were shut down.  Both 
roads are major access roads to 
Mercer.  “They should have can-
celed classes.” said Downey.

 “I think it’s like a big-
ger societal problem,” said Mc-
Carthy. “The technology moves 
faster than the etiquette around 
it. It moves so fast weren’t not 
teaching people what is the 
appropriate way to talk on the 
phone. Should we text con-
stantly? What’s the appropriate 
way to behave? We’re losing 
that overall.”
 Professor McCarthy 
feels that students cannot be 
tuned into their phones and 
other activities at the same 
time.
 “There’s this idea that 
we can do a lot of things at 
once. There’s this idea that we 
can multitask and that we’re 
good at everything. And every 
young college student I’ve ever 
met says I’m able to do all these 
things and nothing suffers,” she 
said.  “But the truth is there are 
studies that say everything suf-
fers. What I try to tell students 
on the first day of class it that 
you’re really not achieving all of 
your goals.”
 Many multitasking stu-
dents disagree with Professor 
McCartey. Both Delozier and 
Adams feel that they perform 
their activities better, or just as 
well, when they are multitask-
ing than if they were to do one 
activity at a time.  
 “I feel that when pro-
fessors see a kid texting, they 
assume that the student isn’t 
paying attention, which isn’t 
always the case,” said Adams. 
“There are students, myself in-
cluded, who can absorb what 
the professor is saying, and send 
a message at the same time. The 
fact that professors say ‘you 
can’t focus on what I’m saying 
and texting’ is generalization, 
because while that applies to 
some students, it doesn’t apply 
to all of them.”
 Despite these claims 
from students, Professor Mc-
Cartey still tries to get her stu-
dents to only focus on the task 
at hand.
 “I want people to learn 
how to focus on one thing at a 
time because that’s how they’ll 
get a better education,” she said.
 Dean Schore also feels 
that texting in class it has more 
to do with the act of texting than 
the student not wanting to pay 
attention.
 “People would rather 
be somewhere else than where 
they are,”  he said. “I suspect the 
person they are texting, if they 
were next to them they’d be on 
their phone texting someone 
else. It doesn’t have to do with 
the class or setting. It has to do 
with the digital medium.”

Texting in 
class a sign 

of disrespect 
or hunger 

to keep 
connected?

Continued from page 1

Does anyone know Mercer’s ID tag policy?
By Laura Pollack
Senior Reporter

Walking though the hallways of 
Mercer can give someone the 
impression that no one wears, 
or even displays, their student 
ID tags. Interviews with doz-
ens of students reveal the same 
thing: hardly anyone knows 
what the official ID tag policy is, 
and even among those who do, 
very few follow it. 
 The actual require-
ment for students, faculty and 
staff is that they must wear 
their ID visibly on their body.  
A VOICE poll of 40 Mercer stu-
dents found that none of them 
wear their student IDs.
 In a previous VOICE 
article regarding the ID tags 
Mercer’s President, Dr. Patri-
cia Donohue, was quoted as 
saying that the purpose of the 
tags is so that we “know who is 
supposed to be here.” Dean of 
Students Dr. Diane Campbell 
said in the same article that the 
ID tags make it “easier to keep 
the campus safe.” It’s not clear 
from their comments why keep-
ing the tags visible is safer than 
simply carrying them in a purse 
or wallet, something many stu-
dents and faculty members 
have questioned. 
 Nikki Bowers, a first 
year Liberal Arts major, feels 
that as long as you have your 
student ID tag on you it doesn’t 
have to be displayed.
 “I think you should 
have it on you, but I don’t think 

it’s necessary to wear it all the 
time,” she said. Bowers also ar-
gues that wearing an ID tag just 
tells you people’s names, which 
in and of itself it not enough to 
make her feel safer.
 By contrast, Mercer’s 
security personnel feels that the 
ID tag policy makes Mercer’s 
campus is much more secure.
 “By having all students 
and faculty members display 
their ID’s it aids greatly in pro-
viding security to the campus. 
The purpose of the ID is to help 
provide a safe learning environ-
ment for both the faculty and 
students,” said Michael Fla-
herty, the Commanding Officer 
of College Safety who is new to 
the position.
 Security has noticed 
the lack of students wear-
ing their ID tags and plans on 
cracking down on the policy 
during the 2011-2012. 
 According to Flaherty, 
the Office of College Safety and 
Security set up a three week 
program at the beginning of 
the semester in which students 
were issued a warning slip if 
they were caught without their 
ID tag on campus. 
 “The warning slips will 
allow us to track repeat offend-
ers while continuing with edu-
cation rather than enforcement 
which includes a fine,” said Fla-
herty.
 When questioned, 
however, many of the campus 
security officers did not seem 
to be aware of the three week 

warning slip policy.
 After the three week 
program, Flaherty said, security 
will start enforcing the ID tag 
policy. Any student found not 
wearing their ID tag will face 
a $10 fine. There are conflict-
ing reports about where money 
collected from these fines will 
go. One security officer said he 
thought the money went into 
purchasing more ID card sup-
plies, while another employee 
in the security office said she 
thought the money goes into 
Mercer’s “general fund.” Mer-
cer’s Chief Business and Finan-
cial Officer Jacob Eapen was not 
available for comment. 
 One student who won’t 
be violating the policy anymore 
is Erika Niglio, a second year 
Nursing major who was recent-
ly stopped by security for not 
wearing her student ID.
 Niglio says she never 

wore her ID tag out of fear of 
forgetting it at home.
 “I find it inconvenient 
to wear my ID. It’s inconvenient 
for me because if I keep it sepa-
rate I’m not going to bring it, 
but because my ID is in my bag 
I’ll always have it with me.”
 Even with the fine, 
students are still wary about 
displaying their ID tag. Some 
students say they would prefer 
to keep their identity to them-
selves. Further, with technol-
ogy advancing, smart phone 
applications can now scan the 
bar code on Mercer ID tags 
and record information off the 
card. At this point iPhone and 
Android apps can only read the 
card holder’s name and Mercer 
ID number, but if the school de-
cides to encode more informa-
tion on the card, students could 
become vulnerable to identity 
theft. 

PHOTO | ROB SACKS

In accordance with campus policy, students in the cafeteria 
prominently displaying their MCCC ID cards.
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Two locals are trying to raise 
funds to buy an food truck from 
which they plan to sell apparel. 
Andrew Marshall and Stephen 
Thompson --also known as the 
Chef and the Butcher-- are co-
owners of Pyknic, an apparel 
company based in Robbinsville. 
Selling their wares from a food-
truck makes sense since their 
clothing designs incorporate a 
culinary theme. They’ve been 
producing jeans with uten-
sils embroidered on the back 
pockets, t-shirts screen-printed 
with images of burgers and 
pizza slices, and even brace-
lets charmed with coffee and 
doughnuts since 2006.
 It all started when 
Marshall and Thompson met 
as business majors at DeSales 
University in Pennsylvania. 
They sold their first do-it-your-
self design to 200 friends and 
peers. Thanks to social net-
working and involvement with 
the local music scene, their cus-
tomer base grew, and they be-
gan to sell their original designs 
online.
 After coming in touch 
with retailers such as PacSun, 
Hot Topic, and even interna-
tional stores, Marshall and 
Thompson realized they would 

have to look into an official 
home for their company. They 
settled in an empty warehouse 
on Route 130 in Robbinsville, 
NJ in early 2010.
 By the time the ware-
house had turned into their of-
fice as well, Pyknic had explod-
ed with band sponsorship and 
online sales. In October, they 

were named among America’s 
Best Young Entrepreneurs of 
2010 by Bloomberg Business-
week.
 In summer 2011, 
Marshall and Thompson an-
nounced on various social net-
works that they were planning 
something big. In the middle 
of August, the pair launched a 

KickStarter project and started 
taking pledges. KickStarter is a 
website on which original ideas 
are funded by interested do-
nors. The title of the project is 
“Pyknic ‘Food’ Clothing Truck.”
 When asked why he 
and his co-owner decided to 
embark on this creative adven-
ture, Marshall said, “We wanted 

to have something different 
and unique, and we thought 
what better fitting way to sell 
our products than from a food 
truck.” For each amount some-
one pledges to donate, Marshall 
and Thompson have promised 
prizes ranging from stickers 
and buttons, to limited edition 
t-shirts, to a lunch date with 
them.
 Almost immediately 
after the project was launched 
online, donations began to 
come in. Most backers are 
promising between $30 and 
$60 toward the cause (which, if 
you’re curious, gets your plenty 
of t-shirts, buttons, and stick-
ers). “We weren’t sure what to 
expect really,” said Marshall in 
response to how quickly the 
KickStarter page took off. He 
added, “but to have such loving 
support from our friends and 
family truly means the world.”
 As of the afternoon 
of September 13, the Pyknic 
“Food” Clothing Truck is fully 
funded, a full day ahead of the 
deadline. With time still left on 
the clock, there were over 175 
donors, and over 10,000 dollars 
pledged.
 Look for their truck to 
hit the streets sometime soon. 
In the meantime you can check 
out everything Pyknic and 
browse their food-based cloth-
ing shop at pyknic.com.

Local clothing designers hit the streets...in a food truck
By Jennifer Widmann

Reporter
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At their warehouse and office on Rt. 130 in Robbinsville, NJ founders of PYKNIC, a clothing line 
featuring culinary inspiration, Stephen Thompson and Andrew Marshall with Duncan the dog.

Racial tensions and a prominent 
Nazi symbol are at the center 

of two students’ altercation

Tube videos and complains at length 
about the number of “dot head indians” 
he has to put up with. He did not respond 
to repeated requests for comment.  
 Campo appears in the videos 
displaying his red armband, and tells 
the camera “Get the picture of the peace, 
love and harmony,” referring to the em-
blem on his armband.  In another video, 
also posted by Triano, Campo continues 
to explain that the emblem on his arm-
band is “the symbol of love” and that “it 
comes from the Buddhist, it comes from 
Confucious, Mongolia and China.”
 Campo is not far off.  “The word 
swastika comes from the Sanskrit sv-
astika,” which means “good fortune” or 
“well-being,”  according to the United 
States Holocaust Memorial Museum.  
Early images of swastikas date back 
5,000 years prior to Adolf Hitler’s use of 
the swastika as a military symbol in the 
Nazi army.  But the Buddhist version of 
the symbol looks different from the Nazi 

version. The black symbol in a white cir-
cle on Campo’s red armband is identical 
to one listed to be sold as “a high quality 
replica of the NSDAP arm band” and a 
“Nazi Arm Band” on AryanWear.com.
 “If he came decked out as a bud-
dhist monk and had the symbol people 
would still be hesitant,” said Alex Albar-
ran, a third year Game Design major.  
Albarran is familiar with Campo and his 
nickname from seeing him around Ham-
ilton.  “I know about that guy. You see 
him all the time,” said Albarran.  
 Albarran explained his confu-
sion about Campo’s attire, saying, “If [the 
armband] is for peace that’s fine, but the 
gestapo get-up?  There’s nothing peaceful 
about it.”
 Campo tells the camera “I’m 
with the Dalai Lama” and that he “has 
nothing against the American Indians...I 
have nothing against gays, lesbians, or 
homosexuals.” Clearly Adrian Edwards 
did not take it that way.

Continued from page 1
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Owned and operated by 19 year 
old Ali Yeysides, the Tulip Hoo-
kah Café has been providing 
the Langhorne, PA area with a 
taste of one of the most popular 
past times of the Middle Eastern 
world, smoking hookah. Though 
it has been only open for about 
nine months, Yeysides’ café has 
had a lot of success and a lot of 
pleased customers.
 Yeysides, a young for-
mer history student at Seton 
Hall, was born in Turkey and 
raised in Pennsylvania. He has 
lived in Langhorne, PA for six 
years. He says he began smok-
ing hookah only a year ago 
with close friend, Stas Zharko, 
a twenty-year-old Business Ad-
ministration major at Drexel, 
and now an employee of the Tu-
lip Hookah Café. It was Zharko 
who introduced him to hookah. 
The reasons Yeysides gives for 
opening his café in Langhorne 
were two things he says he 
kept hearing while living there, 
“Damn I wish there was some-
thing to do,” and “Damn I wish 
there was a hookah bar.”
 Hookahs, also known 
as water pipes, are intricately 
designed smoking instruments. 
The hookahs cool and filter to-
bacco smoke through water lo-
cated at the pipe’s base. Smoke 
is then inhaled through a hose. 
The tobacco used for hookahs 

come in many different flavors 
like pina colada, grape and 
mango as well as other combi-
nations.
 Lenny Taylor, a Special 
Education Major at University 
Maryland named a few of his 
favorites while sitting down for 
a smoke session. “Sex on the 
Beach and Pirates Cove are my 
favorites, I like the citrusy and 
berry flavors,” Taylor said.
 Concerning the health 

effects of smoking from a hoo-
kah pipe, Yeysides claims that 
“Smoking hookah is a lot safer 
then most other ways of smok-
ing. Hookahs are 0 percent tar 
and .05 percent nicotine com-
pared to 13 percent in a single 
cigarette.”
 The Tulip Hookah Café 
has many different hookahs. 
Each one is unique, hand craft-
ed and imported from Egypt 
according to Yeysides. These 

unique hookahs and the café’s 
handcrafted furniture give it the 
authentic vibe it needs to draw 
customers.
 If you don’t know 
much about hookahs or Middle 
Eastern culture the music and 
social aspect of the cafe may 
be enough to keep to keep you 
coming back each week. The 
music selection is mostly a se-
lection of the electronic genre, 
ranging from the slow and bass 

heavy dubstep to the soothing 
sounds of liquid drum and bass.
 “I like it (the music), 
its awesome!” said Hamza Kha-
lie, an 18 year old student from 
Pensburry, PA.  If techno isn’t 
your thing, the café hosts a 
Grateful Dead cover band three 
times a week and a Beatles night 
where bands cover the Beatles’ 
old hits.
 The owner of the café 
believes the most important as-
pect of his business is the social 
element it provides. Yeysides 
describes his café as “The kind 
of place you come to relax with 
your friends and leave with new 
ones.” Yeysides takes time to 
meet and greet every customer 
that walks in.
 Matt Taylor a sopho-
more at University of Maryland 
and a Government Politics ma-
jor said, “It’s relaxing and so-
cial, but it also helps you focus 
on studying, it helps you calm 
down.”
 The Tulip Hookah Cafe 
provides pre-packaged snacks 
for guests including M&Ms, 
Swedish fish, tasty cakes and 
peanut chews. There is also a 
BYOB policy, meaning guests 
that are 21 and older may bring 
their own alcohol, provided 
they have a valid I.D. The hoo-
kahs themselves are priced at 
18.50 to 23 dollars per hookah. 
Each hookah has at least four 
hoses for customers to enjoy 
with friends.

Tulip Hookah Cafe is Langhorne, PA’s new “it” spot

The first time I visited Twist 
yogurt on Nassau Street in 
Princeton I went with two little 
children and the satisfied, yo-
gurt outlined smiles on their 
faces told it all. They absolutely 
loved it, which was no surprise 
since that same smile was plas-
tered on my face the whole way 
home.
 Twist typically has only 
seven flavors of yogurt and a 
flavor of sorbet available, which 
is something I would usually 
complain about.  However, 
when you’re in line with your 
cup getting ready to pour out 
the delicious and creamy yo-
gurt, this thought won’t cross 
your mind.  
 What’s great about this 
shop is that it is all self-serve. 
You choose how much yogurt 
you want and what you want 
to put on it. There are numer-
ous toppings available, every-
thing from chocolate syrup to 
Sour Patch Kids. And for those 
who are watching their weight, 
the best part of all is that all of 
the flavors are either low-fat or 
fat-free, meaning you can enjoy 
this frozen treat guilt-free.
 One thing to be mind-
ful of is the fact that you pay 
by the ounce. This is not that 
bad since you get your money’s 
worth, but the fact may not 
cross your mind as your hap-

pily drenching your yogurt with 
mounds of candy, fruit, and syr-
up.
 Another thing to be 
mindful of is the fact that you 
have to pay with cash. Cash only 
can be a hassle, but there is an 
ATM close by. One time when 
I experienced a cash shortage 
the cashier very kindly put my 
frozen yogurt in the freezer so 
it would not melt before I got 
back from the ATM.
 The drawbacks are few 
and are only minor inconve-
niences considering how great 
the place is and everything it 
has to offer. 
 dWhat makes it so ap-
pealing is not just the yogurt, 
toppings, and fair prices, its 
also the atmosphere. There is a 
lounge area with artwork from 
local artists the walls; the art-
work sophisticated, not generic, 
and is for sale. They also have a 
television and books and games 
for children. There is dim light-
ing in the lounge, to create a 
nice family atmosphere.
 Samantha Moreland of 
Hamilton, NJ is a Twist regular.  
She raves, “I love Twist because 
it is so unique. The decorations 
and colors grab your attention. 
They offer great flavors of yo-
gurt, all of which are delicious. 
They provide so many options 
for toppings from fruit to candy 
which is great because you can 
indulge or stick to healthier op-
tions and not feel guilty. Twist 
truly is awesome.”  

 The customers aren’t 
the only ones who are happy.  
Lisa Moen and Julia Beckmann, 
employees of Twist, say they 
enjoy their jobs and agree with 

the thumbs up I give to Twist. 
Beckmann says, “Twist is a 
great place because people can 
get what they want and pick and 
choose their toppings.”

 If you like frozen yo-
gurt, a trip to Twist is worth the 
effort to find parking in Princ-
eton. Twist is delicious, satisfy-
ing, a little piece of heaven.

Twist yogurt in Princeton is a little piece of heaven
By Tara Davis-Scholle

Reporter

Founded by a local 19 year old who was born in Turkey, Tulip Hookah is a hit with young people
By Greg Smith

Reporter

PHOTO COURTESY OF TULIPHOOKAH.COM - USED WITH PERMISSION

PHOTO | ROB SACKS

Two young men share a hookah at Tulip Hookah Cafe in Langhorne, PA, a local hot spot for 
college students.

At Twist yogurt on Nassau Street in Princeton, NJ, cashiers Mike McKerral and Brielle Higgins, a 
first year Mercer student, wait to ring up patrons on a busy late-summer afternoon. 
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SHANNON KELLY, 
Freshman Liberal Arts major

“My locker was stuck so I went 
down to the janitors to see if they 
could open my locker for me.  They 
had the TV on in the janitor’s clos-
et. They had it on live TV. I actually 
saw the place crash. I was in third 
grade. I was really confused as to 
what was happening. It didn’t re-
ally process. Some of the adminis-
trators took some kids away whose 
parents had been in the buildings, 
and they didn’t tell us. I guess they 
didn’t want to scare us. When I got 
home my sister explained it to me. 
It didn’t really hit me what was go-
ing on. I was really confused and 
kind of scared.”

DR. CAROL  BORK
Professor of English

DR. AMY VONDRAK 
Professor of English

LISA DELFINO
Freshman Liberal Arts major

HASSAN GLOVER 
Freshman Accounting major

ISAIAH GORE 
Freshman Funeral Science major

TORI CONTE 
Third year Music major

KENNY HAMILTON
Second year Music major

“I was on the NJ turnpike on the 
way to Rutgers University. I was 
working at Rutgers at the time and 
I went into my office and one of the 
secretaries said a plane flew into 
a building in New York. I think [I 
found out] after the plane hit, but 
before the second. All classes were 
canceled at Rutgers. Students were 
in the student center watching TV 
and just speechless. I was shocked 
and horrified and sad. I always had 
the radio on so I would have heard 
it, but it was the one time the whole 
year someone was commuting 
with me so I didn’t have the radio 
on. I was the last person to know.”

“I was in Syracuse, NY in gradu-
ate school. My then fiancee woke 
me up. Like many other people, 
I watched the second tower get 
hit and the towers fall. I grew up 
in New York, I’m from Queens. I 
remember when the towers were 
finished. I had memories of class 
trips [at the World Trade Cen-
ter]. Growing up it was part of our 
playground. Watch them fall I just 
thought ‘my home. my home. How 
could they do this to my home.’”

“I was in third grade. I was in the 
library and all the teachers were 
bugging out, but they didn’t tell us 
why. I found out when I got home. 
My sister showed me the news. I 
knew it was bad. I just didn’t know 
how bad it really was, being that 
young.”

“As I recollect, I was working at 
Linens n’ Things.  I was taking my 
lunch break, and my colleague and 
I were at Best Buy and the TV’s 
flashed to it.  I thought it was a mov-
ie or something until the newscast-
ers said what had happened...I’m a 
Muslim, so now if I go fill out an 
application, they see my beard, my 
prostration mark...They say they 
don’t discriminate about Muslims, 
but I feel more reluctant.”

“When it first happened I didn’t 
know what was going on, but when 
I heard “war,” that word spread like 
lightning.  You could see the army 
flying up (to New York), and it was 
scary.  I was thinking, our state 
building could get hit, too.”

“I was in fifth grade.  They called 
us back to our homerooms, then 
pulled us out into the hallway, and 
asked us where our parents worked 
and if they were at work that day.  
I went to school in West Windsor, 
and there were TV’s in the class-
rooms; our teacher put it on.”

“[September 11 has] influenced 
me to live life to the fullest.  It’s like 
you never know when some frick-
en maniac is gonna fly a plane into 
a building.  That day I wish I knew 
more about what was going on, I 
feel like a lot of things have been 
left unsaid.”
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ALEC GROSSO 
Sophomore Illustration major

JUDITH GRAUSSO
On-Site Coordinator - 

William Paterson

GAIL SCHWARTZ
Prof. Early Childhood Ed. 

William Paterson

PROF. TONI-ANNE BLAKE

MICHAEL DALTON
Professor of Photography

BERTHA GORDILLO 
Second year Education major

COURTNEY BRACONI 
Second year Education major

ANNA BOSTED
Second year Liberal Arts major

“I was in fourth grade. I found out 
about it through my teacher. She 
said that the World Trade Center 
was just attacked by terrorists. I 
just didn’t have a visualization of 
it. I had no idea.”

“Driving up the coast you could see 
the smoke and there was a distinct 
odor. We didn’t talk about what it 
was, but we knew.”

“I was an elementary school prin-
cipal in Plainfield, NJ at the time. 
We saw the military planes flying 
overhead and I remember think-
ing, How am I going to keep 700 
kids safe? It is the most helpless 
I’ve ever felt.”

“There’s one picture that just sticks 
out in my mind, of people
walking across a bridge all dusty. I 
have a friend who was one of
those people walking across the 
bridge all dusty, but alive.”

“I called my friend and said, ‘...turn 
on the news to see what’s going
on.’ She turned it on and we were 
talking; as she’s watching, she’s
telling me what she’s seeing and 
she goes, ‘They keep playing it over
and over.’ Then she paused and she 
goes, ‘No. It happened again.’”

“I was living in Red Hook, Brook-
lyn.  I could see the towers burning 
from my apartment building, and 
when fell there was a lot of debris 
that fell of Brooklyn and where I 
was.  I got covered in debris.  My 
wife was working in Manhattan. 
We spoke once when the first plane 
hit, but after that we couldn’t reach 
each other any more because the 
phone lines were busy.  In the 
week following 9/11, my wife and 
I had to wear respirators to go to 
work in Manhattan and we had 
to get cleared at a checkpoint on 
14th street to get to our jobs.  The 
whole event was eerie, and it was 
eerie going back into Manhattan 
afterwards...it took weeks for all 
the dust to wash away.”

“I was at school. I found out af-
ter the second plane hit because 
my teacher’s husband was a NYC 
firefighter, and he called her and 
told her what happened. The call 
wasn’t going through. I think it 
got cut off, and she started crying. 
She told us planes crashed into the 
World Trade Center. When I got 
home my sister was sitting on the 
couch crying. When I turned on 
the TV the first thing I saw was the 
people jumping out of the build-
ing, and that’s when I started cry-
ing, I didn’t understand why it had 
happened, why people had flown 
planes into buildings. It was just 
horrible.”

“I was in the fourth grade. A bunch 
of kids were going home early, and 
we weren’t sure why. The vice prin-
ciple came in and said two planes 
crashed into two tall buildings in 
New York City, and that was why 
the kids were being picked up. It 
didn’t mean anything to me at the 
time. I was nine. I knew something 
major happened, but I didn’t know 
how to respond. Adults do, but 
kids don’t get it.”

“I was supposed to have a play date 
that afternoon at a friend’s house, 
and when her mom came to pick 
us up from school early I was re-
ally excited.  We left school, but she 
could only drive 20 feet before she 
pulled over crying.  She explained 
that her husband, my friend’s dad, 
worked in the Twin Towers, but 
had forgotten his phone at home 
on his drive into work.  He came 
home to pick it up, and before he 
could turn around to drive back 
the first plane hit the towers.  I 
think so many of us have stories 
like this, and its amazing to think 
how different our perspectives of 
the world would be if the 9/11 at-
tacks had never occurred.”
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William Paterson’s program at Mercer is growing

 Kelly Petro has always 
known that she wanted to work 
with kids. She has already ob-
tained an associates degree 
from Mercer County Commu-
nity College, and going away 
to live at a four-year college, to 
obtain her bachelor’s degree in 
Education, was not an option 
for her if she wanted to retain 
the experience she was gaining 
at her job at a local elementary 
school. 
 Petro is one of many 
students who have chosen to 
attend a program that enables 
students to stay on Mercer’s 
campus while technically at-
tending a four-year school.  Pet-
ro is currently in this program as 
a student at William Patterson 
University, seeking a bachelor’s 
degree in Early Childhood Edu-
cation and Psychology.
 William Patterson Uni-
versity is one of three different 
colleges (the other two being 
Fairleigh Dickinson Univer-
sity and Felician College) that 
participate in the On-Site Ad-
vanced Degree program here 
at Mercer.  Students are able to 
stay on MCCC’s campus while 
attending and being a student 
at a four-year college such as 

William Patterson.  William 
Patterson offers classes that 
are taught by their professors, 
and they currently offer degree 
programs for Business Admin-
istration, Early Childhood Edu-
cation/Elementary Education, 
Liberal Studies, and Psychol-
ogy.
 Petro, who is in her first 
semester at William Patterson, 
thinks that the program offers 
a lot of benefits to people who 
are in her situation.  She said, 
“It’s cheaper, it saves me a lot 
of money.  I don’t have to worry 
about room and board.”   
 Even without factoring 
in room and board, participat-
ing in the William Patterson 
program at Mercer is signifi-
cantly cheaper than transfer-
ring to the main campus of Wil-
liam Patterson.  According the 
William Patterson website, the 
price of tuition for a full time 

student on their main campus 
is $5,916 per semester.  Accord-
ing to the William Patterson 
at MCCC website, the price of  
tuition for a full time student 
studying at Mercer’s campus 
is $4,619 per semester, a differ-
ence of $1,297.  
 Pat Noonan, Director 
of Transfer Programs and Spe-
cial Sessions at William Patter-
son University  gave a reason 
as to why there is such a price 
difference.  Noonan said, “The 
discount you see is primarily 
for student fees, like the student 
center fee, and all the clubs, 
where if you were on campus 
you would have access to them, 
so we don’t charge the students 
for that, because they are not 
exposed to those activities.”
 According to Noonan, 
the William Patterson program 
at MCCC began in Fall of 2009 
with only 34 students enrolled, 

and only three majors offered.  
(Early Childhood Education/
Elementary Education, Liberal 
Studies, and Psychology).  They 
just added the fourth major, 
Business Administration, this 
semester, and there are now 92 
students enrolled from not only 
from MCCC, but other commu-
nity colleges in the state as well. 
 In addition to the tu-
ition being much less expen-
sive, Petro also thinks that the 
program is more convenient 
for her.  She said, “I take mostly 
night classes, so I can work and 
go to school.  It’s also an easy 
commute, its just back and forth 
to Mercer, I don’t have to worry 
about going away to school.”  
 According to Noonan, 
the students do not  even have 
to order their own books.  He 
said, “I order all their books 
for them, so they don’t have to 
leave here.”

By Brianna Hendrick
Reporter

 According to Petro, the 
classes at William Patterson, in 
comparison to classes at MCCC, 
are more difficult.  She said, “It’s 
a lot more work.  At Mercer they 
tell you when things are due.  At 
[William Patterson] they expect 
you to do stuff just off the sylla-
bus.”  Asked if she has any com-
plaints about the program Petro 
said, “The only thing I would 
complain about is the availabil-
ity of classes.  One class is only 
on Saturday mornings, and 
I don’t want to take a classes 
then.“   
 According the William 
Patterson University at MCCC 
website, William Patterson of-
fers their classes during late 
afternoons, evenings, Fridays, 
and weekends.  
 Judy Grausso, On-Site 
Advisor and Coordinator of 
William Patterson University at 
Mercer said,  “The program was 
primarily designed for people 
who have commitments.  When 
you’re looking at that group of 
people, later afternoons, Sat-
urdays, and online works well.  
The other thing you have to 
consider, too, is that we are a 
guest here at Mercer County 
Community College, so it’s only 
right that they take care of their 
students first, so they will want 
to schedule their classes in the 
morning and afternoon.”
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Women’s basketball looks to 
replace three graduates

WOMEN’S SOCCER 
GETTING READY 
FOR BIG SEASON

SPORTS

By Val DaGrain
Senior Reporter

Last year the Women’s Soccer 
team finished with a final re-
cord of 7-8 and one draw, af-
ter loosing to Burlington in the 
District XIX post-season tour-
nament’s championship game, 
1-2 (OT).
 During the summer 
Mercer’s women’s soccer pro-
gram was able to pick up a cou-
ple key recruits including team 
captain and forward Nicole Tar-
fow (#20) of Nottingham, and 
forward Chelsea Pitonyka (#5) 
of Steinert, to pair with key re-
turner, mid-fielder Sam Biondi 
(#18) of Steinert who looks to 
bring some experience to the 
mostly freshmen squad.
 The Lady Vikings are 
currently have a 0-4 start to 
their 2011-2012 season af-
ter loosing to Montgomery of 
Rockville, Maryland off of a last 
minute goal on Sunday, Sep-
tember 11 in their most recent 
home game (2-3). Rockville 
is just 23 miles away from the 
Pentagon that was attacked on 
September 11 ten years earlier. 
In remembrance of those who 
lost their lives on that day Mer-

cer allowed 30 girls from the 12 
and under local rec leagues to 
walk out with Mercer’s starters, 
and after the flag ceremony ev-
eryone joined in a moment of 
silence.
 First year coach and 
former Mercer tri-athlete, Mi-
chelle Ogborn-Haywood is op-
timistic about the remainder of 
the season. She says, “We are 
building right now and once it 
clicks we’ll be good.”
 The women’s team has 
lately faced a number of inju-
ries. “We play with11 but right 
now we only have eight girls that 
are completely healthy, and we 
are playing teams with over 20 
active players so that catches up 
to you in a long game.” Ogborn-
Haywood said.
 Among the injured is 
sophomore defender Irene Ca-
labria (#17)  from Spain, who 
pulled her groin in practice 
one week into the regular sea-
son. Coach Ogborn-Haywood 
is expecting her to be able to 
play again sometime around 
September 19. The women’s 
next home game is on Thurs-
day, September 15 versus Bucks 
County College.

The 2010-2011 Mercer men’s 
basketball team finished last 
years season 16-17, after being 
eliminated from the post season 
by Del Tech Stanton in their Re-
gional Tournament champion-
ship game.
 Since then, the men’s 
basketball team has transferred 
three sophomores onto for year 
universities. Jon Jernigan is now 
at D-3 Delaware Valley College, 

Anthony Obery is with D-2 Fe-
lician college, and Jermaine 
Emanuel is with Ramapo col-
lege.
 Moving forward, Head 
Coach Howard Levy is look-
ing at a couple dozen poten-
tial recruits at this point in the 
off-season. These include a 
6’8” forward from Mantanegro 
named Filip Sekulic, and a 6’3” 
guard named Maurice McNelle 
from Nueva Esparanta in Phila-

delphia. New players will join 
two returners, guard- Brandin 
Youngblood of Bordentown, 
and forward Stanley Tuchez of 
Hightstown, in time for the mid 
November start of their 2011-
2012 season.
 “So far I see a lot of 
potential, good skill level, and 
some good attitudes,” said Levy 
after the team’s first official 
work out on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 8. 

Men’s basketball: what to watch for
By Val DaGrain
Senior Reporter

Last season the Lady Vikings 
were eliminated in the first 
round of their regional post-
season tournament by Burling-
ton County, resulting in a final 
record of 18-12.
 Since then, three of 
last years girls have moved 
onto four year schools during 
the summer. Alexis Sweet, who 
is the newest member of Mer-
cer’s “Thousand Point Club” 

By Val DaGrain
Senior Reporter

and who accomplished that in 
just two seasons, is now play-
ing basketball for Divison-1 
Missouri Valley State on a full 
academic scholarship. Lauri 
Reagan is now at TCNJ, and 
Christine Funk is at Rowan.
 Head Coach Mike 
Tenaglia says he is looking for-
ward to the 2011-2012 season. 
Key sophomores returning are; 
Allicia Pickett (#22), Chanel 
Johnson (#20), Chelsea Holman 
(#15). These players are joined 
by at least six new key recruits, 

one of which is Alesha Bethea, 
who herself is a member of Not-
tingham High School’s 1,000 
point club.
 “We don’t have much 
height this year but I’m expect-
ing us to be a more athletic team 
this year,” said coach Tenaglia. 
He added, “and we will defi-
nitely be a more team oriented 
group.”
 The women start their 
season on November 19 against 
last year’s region champs, Har-
cum.

Mercer men’s baseball’s season overview
By Val DaGrain
Senior Reporter

Last seasons record of 21-16 
was enough to earn Mercer’s 
baseball team a number two 
seeding in their regions post-
season tournament, and after 
beating number one ranked 
Burlington (9-5) and number 
four ranked Sussex (6-5), their 
season was cut short with back 
to back losses to Lackawanna 
(3-0, 3-0) in the championship 
round.
 During the off-season 
former Mercer pitcher James 
Pugliese was drafted 549 overall 
in the nineteenth round by the 

Chicago Cubs in the 50 round 
amature draft. Pugliese spent 
this past season in Mesa, Ari-
zona playing rookie ball, before 
being moved to Boise, Idaho to 
play for the Short Season Sin-
gle-A organization.
 Mercer players who 
transfered to four year uni-
versities last year include; Joe 
Leone (#18), Ryan Byrzenski 
(#30), and Anthony Gambino 
(#27) who are all now at Row-
an University. Matt Robinson 
(#22) is playing with Alvernia, a 
divison-three program in Penn-
sylvania, and Joe Quinores is at 
Kean University.    
 To compensate for the 

number of outgoing players on 
the team Mercer Head Coch, 
Matt Wolski, has been looking 
at prospect freshmen like out-
fielder Dan Detton of Council 
Rock, Pennsylvania, and catch-
er Darren Heissey of Neshimi-
nay, Pennsylvania, to pair with 
key returners infielder Rich 
Mclaughlin (#12), outfielder Ian 
Moyer (#14) and infielder Mike 
Constantani (#1).
 “The hard part is get-
ting them to practice the way I 
want,”said coach Wolsiki. “But 
we’re progressing fairly quick-
ly,” he added.
 The men will play their 
first game in late February.

PHOTO | VAL DAGRAIN

PHOTO | VAL DAGRAIN

Viking women’s soccer players warm up at a recent practise. 

Women’s basketball team stretches during a pre-season practise. 

Love sports? Want to go to games, write about them and see your work in print?

Join the staff of The Voice. 
Meetings: Mon. + Wed. SC 210 

12-1:15pm
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Hookah fad is worse than cigarette smoking
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A military cover up betrays American trust

By Rhea Kapoor
Reporter

COLLEGE VOICE | FILE PHOTO

When you hear students mak-
ing comments like “That shisha 
hit hard!” they are not talking 
about drugs or even alcohol, 
they are talking about smoking 
a hookah.
 Blowing a puff of dense 
smoke from a hookah is the new 
craze for students in college. 
For those who aren’t familiar 
with hookahs, according to the 
Britannica dictionary a hookah, 
also known as a waterpipe is a 
single or multi-stemmed (of-
ten glass-based) instrument for 
smoking in which the smoke is 
cooled and filtered by passing 
through water.
 When asked if she 
smoked, Kelly Hancank, a 
first year Liberal Arts major 
said, “Oh gosh no…. I don’t re-
ally smoke…..I do have hoo-
kah sometimes but it’s pretty 
rare and it’s really not as bad 
as smoking everyday….is it?” 
Hancank, like a lot of students, 
doesn’t know the facts.
 According to a survey 
of 60 Mercer students, 42 be-
lieved that hookahs were less 
harmful than cigarettes. Mercer 
student Annie Smith provided a 
typical view saying, “Well smok-
ing hookah is less harmful than 
cigarettes because the smoke 
gets filtered through the water 
and has fewer toxins.” This is far 
from the actual truth. Accord-
ing to the World Health Orga-
nization smoking a hookah is 
more harmful than cigarettes 
because the user inhales a lot 
more smoke from it.
 On the Mayo Clinic 
website Dr Richard Hurt, M.D a 
Mayo Clinic internist and direc-
tor of the Nicotine Dependence 

Center answers the question: “Is 
hookah smoking safer than cig-
arettes?” Hurt writes, “Hookah 
smoke contains high levels of 
toxic compounds, including tar, 
carbon monoxide, heavy metals 
and cancer-causing chemicals 
(carcinogens). In fact, hookah 
smokers are exposed to more 
carbon monoxide and smoke 
than are cigarette smokers.”
 A World Health Or-
ganization document entitled 
“Waterpipe tobacco smoking: 
health effects, research needs 
and recommended actions by 
regulators” states that “Contrary 
to ancient lore and popular be-
lief, the smoke that emerges 
from a water pipe contains 
numerous toxicants known to 
cause lung cancer, heart dis-
ease and other diseases. Pre-

liminary research indicates that 
hookah smoking poses many of 
the same dangers as cigarettes 
and may involve ‘some unique 
health risks.’”
 Julia Carter, who is 
starting at Mercer this fall as 
a nursing major said, “Well I 
don’t personally smoke hoo-
kahs or cigarettes, but I believe 
that hookah would have fewer 
side effects as compared to 
cigarettes. At least I hope so, be-
cause my younger sister has it 
all the time.”
 When Carter was 
shown the actual facts about 
smoking a hookah she had 
nothing to say for the first few 
seconds, then she responded, “I 
should call mom and make sure 
Sheena (her younger sister) is 
not having a hookah.”

 Along with other mis-
information a lot of students 
believe that when they are 
smoking hookahs they are not 
actually having tobacco, even 
though the flavor box used for 
hookahs says 0.5% nicotine. 
Furthermore, hookahs can last 
up to an hour, hence people 
can inhale more than 100 times 
more smoke in a hookah ses-
sion than in a single cigarette 
according to the World Health 
Organization.
 But there is a bigger 
problem. Even when students 
realize hookah smoking is dan-
gerous many don’t want to give 
it up.
 Alekhya Dulur, a sec-
ond year Computer Science 
major said, “I know they’re not 
the best for your health, but 
[smoking a hookah] is fun, es-
pecially if you are sitting with 
your friends.”
 On a similar note Re-
nee Gordon, an Aviation gradu-
ate from Mercer said, “Yes, of 
course I know the health effects 
of hookah. I know it is bad for 
your health, but then so are cig-
arettes and vodka. It’s not like 
people stop smoking cigarettes 
or stop drinking, so why should 
I give up hookah? And anyways 
saying you’ve never had hookah 
is saying you’re not cool.”
 Like cigarettes were 
for generations past, hookahs 
appears to be the “cool” thing 
to do for many young people 
at the moment. And, just like 
smoking, even when people are 
aware of the health risks, health 
officials have an uphill battle in 
reducing the number of people 
engaged in hookah smoking 
because the pressure to be cool 
prevents people who know bet-
ter from giving it up.

Do you see a 
typo?

We are always trying 
to improve our 
proofreading!

If you see an error 
in our spelling, 
punctuation or 

grammar let us know! 
E-mail us at 

abosted@gmail.com

With the tenth anniversary of 
September 11 on everyone’s 
mind, I’d like to dedicate some 
time focusing on Pat Tillman. 
For those not familiar with Pat 
Tillman’s story, he was an NFL 
player who left his contract with 
the Arizona Cardinals in order 
to serve his country in the mili-
tary after 9/11. 

 Tillman was killed 
serving his tour on April 22, 
2004 by fratricide - more com-
monly known as friendly fire. 
The military proceeded to lie 
regarding the circumstances 
surrounding Tillman’s death, 
informing the public and his 
family that he was killed by en-
emy fire while charging up a hill 
toward the insurgents. Docu-
ments explaining his death 
were destroyed by the military 
and his family was left to fill in 
the blanks on their own while at 
the same time coping with their 
loved one’s death. 
 Top generals in the 
military knew the truth about 
Tillman’s death and still lied 
outright to all of America and 
his family. When one soldier at-
tempted to come forward with 
the truth about the fratricide, 
he was taken off the front lines 
and given a desk job. This is not 
only unjust, but ludicrously un-

ethical; punished for telling the 
truth. 
 I believe Tillman’s 
death was manipulated and 
used to the government’s ad-
vantage in the most cruel way. 
The government essentially 
used his death as a recruiting 
tool so when a person deciding 
whether or not to enlist sees that 
Tillman died a hero, valiantly 
engaging the enemy, they will 
indeed choose to enlist because 
it sounds honorable. 
 There should be no 
room for deception in the mili-
tary or the government. If you 
can’t trust the military, then 
who in America can you trust? 
The military is supposed to 
embody the idea of fighting for 
justice when in reality, as evi-
denced by Pat Tillman’s story, 
they are embodying the oppo-
site: deception and lies. Sadly, 
Tillman’s death is only one ex-
ample.

 A terrible accident and 
tragedy was used to glorify war 
and draw recruits. War is an 
ugly business and anyone who 
enlists should be fully aware 
of that fact. Accidents like frat-
ricide do happen frequently, 
some numbers reaching as 
high as 30 percent of all military 
deaths. 
 These are the facts, and 
young people looking to enlist 
and the American public do not 
deserve to be lied to regarding 
such an important matter. 
 By covering up the 
truth the military not only did 
Tillman’s family a grave in-
justice, but also betrayed his 
memory and all of America. If 
America is going to remain a 
united country, “dedicated to 
the proposition that all men are 
created equal,” then all people, 
no matter who they are, should 
be told the truth. 

Kellie Rendina

As I See It

	
want to 

read more? 
visit us 

online at 
mCCCvoiCe.orG

Want to work for the VOICE? 
Make friends. 

See your work in print. 
Enhance your resume. 
Receive free training. 

Join us Mondays and Wednesdays 
in SC 210 from 12-1:15.
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ask the Voice: good answers to tough questions

Dear Voice,
Since Hurricane 
Irene power outages 
on campus have 
become more and 
more common. I hear 
there is a morgue 
on campus for the 
Funeral Science kids. 
What happens when 
the power goes out in 
the morgue? 
-Morbidly Curious

Dear Morbid,
One word: ZOMBIES.
-The Voice

Dear Voice,
I can never find a girls’ 
bathroom on campus. 
What’s the protocol on 
using the guy’s room 
in an emergency?
-Gotta Go

Dear Gotta Go,
Girls in the men’s room? 
Hm. Maybe Mercer isn’t 
that bad after all.
-The Voice

Dear Voice,
When I was at the 
smoking hut a squirrel 
ran up and stole my 
cigarette. I am terrified 
to go back there now. 
What do I do?
-Nervous

Dear Nervous,
Switch brands. The 
squirrels only like 
menthol.-The Voice.  

Dear VOICE,
This is my eleventh 
semester at Mercer. 
Okay, I admit I had 
to take a few classes 
more than once, but 
how is it possible that 
I’m not out of here yet? 
-Mike

Dear Mike,
Did someone give you 
the impression this 
was a two year school? 
Sorry. It’s more like the 
Hotel California, “You 
can check out any time 
you like, but you can 
never leave...”
-The Voice
________
NOTE: THIS FEATURE IS 
FOR ENTERTAINMENT 
PURPOSES ONLY. ANY 
RESEMBLANCE TO 
ACTUAL PROBLEMS IS 
PURELY COINCIDENTAL.
 

Capricorn
Dec. 22 - Jan. 19

horoscopes

Aries
 Mar. 21 - Apr. 19

Taurus
Apr. 20 - May 20

Gemini
May 21 - Jun. 20

Cancer
 Jun. 21 - Jul. 22

Leo
Jul. 23 - Aug. 22

Virgo
Aug. 23 - Sept. 22

Libra
Sept. 23 - Oct. 22

Scorpio
Oct. 23 - Nov. 21

Sagittarius
Nov. 22 - Dec. 21

The summer ended 
too soon, but you’ve 

managed to find 
your beginning of the 

semester groove. Keep 
doing what you’re doing 

and you’ll ace your 
classes this year.

You’ve been feeling 
isolated. Now’s the 

time to join that club 
or sports team, even if 
your schedule is full. 

You’ll meet some great 
people if you take a 

chance.

You possess a light and 
airy spirit, and just like 
that spirit this month 

will be a breeze for you. 
Catch the wind and 

float off into happiness.

Almost half a year 
has passed since your 

birthday, and have you 
really done anything? 

If you don’t want to 
feel like a loser the next 
time you blow out the 

candles, get busy.

If your double 
consciousness is 

getting you down, don’t 
despair! By the end of 
the month things will 

come together and 
your evil twin will be 

vanquished at last!

Spend more time alone 
this month. Try to get in 

touch with your inner 
self. Write a book. Take 
up dancing. Sit outside 

with a cup of tea and 
watch the clouds. 

Your inner god or 
goddess shines through 

this month. Make the 
most of it. It’s time to 

try new things and put 
yourself out there. Go 

crazy! But not too crazy.

In this month great 
and wondrous things 

will happen to you. But 
be wary of Libras you 
encounter. They may 

be up to mischief. Stay 
close to Aquarius and 

Pisces instead.

2X DILBERT AND GET FUZZY

The Parking Goddess 
has not been kind, 

but this month things 
will improve. No more 

trudging through 
puddles for you. Spaces 

will miraculously 
appear!

Aquarius
Jan. 20 - Feb. 18

Pisces
Feb. 19 - Mar. 20

Just as you would with 
a Chinese fortune 

cookie, keep adding 
the words “in bed” to 
the ends of sentences. 
This will make boring 

interactions more 
memorable. 

The starts are aligned in 
your favor this month, 
so expect a new love 
interest or at the very 
least a parking spot 

next to someone hot 
who gives you a friendly 

wave and a smile. 

You’re stuck in a rut. 
The way out is to make 

small changes to old 
routines. Choose 
strawberry syrup 

instead of maple. Take 
a back road. Put on that 

old Hawaiian shirt.


