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Student suicide prompts outreach to at risk groups
By Kelly Smith
The College VOICE

Twenty-year-old Mercer student Nicola “Nick” Roccio committed suicide by hanging himself at his college apartment in
Lawrenceville on Wednesday,
September 29, 2010. There was
no note left behind to explain
his actions.
According to Riccio’s
obituary, published on October 5 in the Hunterdon County
Democrat, he was an avid fan
of basketball and had enjoyed
playing the game prior to a sustaining a shoulder injury.
Valerie Brooks-Klein,
Senior Counselor at Mercer,
was one of the first to be notified by the Lawrence Police
Department of Roccio’s death.
With the goal of starting an outreach program for students at
Mercer, Brooks-Klein met with
President Dr. Patricia Donohue.
The Mercer student
suicide is compounded by
several other local suicides including the death of Snigdha
Mohanty, a 40-year old Indian
female who was found in the

The campus community mourns the suicide of Nick Riccio.
water in Mercer County Park on
Friday, September 10, 2010, and
the death of several individuals
who have taken their lives by
standing in front of on-coming
Acela trains which routinely
travel up to 135 miles per hour.
But no suicide has left
a stronger mark on the community than the highly publicized
September 22 suicide of Tyler
Clementi at Rutgers university.

As was widely reported
in the press, Tyler Clementi was
captured on video by his roommate Dharun Ravi. Ravi used
his friend Molly Wei’s room to
turn on a video recorder and
then stream a video of Clementi
having sexual relations with
another male student online.
This is believed to be the reason Clement jumped off of the
George Washington Bridge.
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Ravi and Wei are
charged with transmitting sexual images without consent and
face up to five years in prison.
Due to the Clementi
suicide and then Roccio’s, Mercer’s counselor Brooks-Klien
felt she needed to reach out to
at-risk groups on campus, including the Lesbian Gay Bisexual and Friends club (LGBTF).
Brooks-Klein said, “No kid

should feel alone and unsupported.”
With
Brooks-Klein,
the LGBTF decided to conduct a program at lunch time
in the cafeteria the week following Roccio’s death. They set
up an outreach table staffed by
Brooks-Klein and LGBTF members and offered information
regarding signs of suicide and
places and programs available
for help.
Although Brooks-Klein
is the only counselor on campus with more than 12,000 full
and part-time students, she is
the conduit to services that are
available in the area for students in need. She can connect
students in need to counselling centers such as Princeton
House and Crisis Center at Helene Fuld.
Mercer President Dr.
Patricia Donohue said in an
interview with the VOICE, “I
think a really important thing
is not just assuming [suicidal
thoughts or signs in friends] will
go away.”
See SUICIDES page 2

Crime uptick at MCCC: police deal with thefts, fights and drugs
By Kelly Smith
The College VOICE

In the first three weeks of this
semester, a series of crimes
have been committed by
Mercer students on campus,
constituting
a
significant
uptick in crime that West
Windsor police say mirrors a
general increase in crime in
the area, possibly related to the
struggling economy.
Six car break-ins and a
student caught smoking pot on
campus were reported to West
Windsor Police on Tuesday
September 14. A week later, on
Thursday September 23, a fight
broke out in the student lounge
between two female students.
The first of these crimes
was committed by female
Mercer student Del Rasizer who
broke into six cars at midday
in the East student parking
lot 1. Rasizer admitted to the
police that she was under the
influence of a substance and
was breaking into cars in order
to pay off a fine.

Rasizer said she was
after textbooks so that she
could sell them back for money.
According to the police report,
she also stole electronics
such as iPods and calculators,
because they were accessible.
After breaking into
the cars, Rasizer left the school
and took the electronics to a
pawn shop where they were
sold before they were able to be
retrieved by police.
Rasizer was able to
break into most of the cars as a
result of them being unlocked
or the windows being down far
enough for her to stick her hand
in and unlock the doors. In one
instance however, she had to
slit the back window of a Jeep
in order to be able to climb into
it. While entering the Jeep, she
was spotted by a Mercer student
who then reported the incident
to security with a partial license
plate number.
The next day, another
student, who had also witnessed
the break-ins, saw Rasizer’s car
and took down the license plate
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MCCC has had six car break-ins this semester.
and reported it to security.
After a full confession
to the police, Rasizer was
charged with six counts of
burglary, six counts of theft, and
two counts of criminal mischief.
Also on September 14
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around 5:30 pm, 20 year old
Mercer student Peter Ratzlaff
III of Hamilton was found by
West Windsor police smoking
marijuana in his car. While
driving through the parking lot,
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a police officer smelled the odor
of burnt marijuana and then
noticed Ratzlaff and another
person listening to music in his
silver GMC.
When questioned by
the police, Ratzlaff confessed
that he had been smoking
marijuana. His friend, female
Mercer student Stephanie
Sprecher, said that she had not.
Sprecher was let go without
charges while Ratzlaff was
charged with possession under
50 grams.
In a brief interview
with the VOICE, Ratzlaff said
of the incident, “A series of
unfortunate events happened
and you deal with it.”
Mercer
security
indicated that they were not
aware of the Ratzlaff incident,
but Mercer Chief Security
Officer John Ramondi said,
“West Windsor police drive
through all the time.”
One week later, on
See CRIME pages 9-10
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All the single parents, put your hands up
SINGLE AND TEEN PARENTS BALANCE WORK, SCHOOL AND FAMILY
By Daniela Rocha
Senior Reporter

Mercer student Tyeakiejia Santiago is a single parent of two
pre-teens who has struggled to
get where she is today. “I didn’t
marry my children’s father because we, at the time, were on
different maturity levels. I think
that I am better off as a single
parent,” said Santiago.
Santiago became pregnant during her teenage years
while attending a four-year university. She encountered roadblocks from the first moments
she knew she was pregnant,
“I attended a big name school
when I found out I was pregnant. I was very shocked and
didn’t know what to do,” Santiago said.
When Santiago asked
for help from the administration at her school, she was even
more shocked by attitudes she
encountered. She was told by
her dean that she had become
part of the teenage pregnancy
statistics. Not knowing what to
do, Santiago left the school.
Each year, almost a
million teenage women become pregnant in this country,
according to the CDC (Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention). Over 50 years ago,
adolescents who became pregnant were more likely to marry
before their child was born.
Now, society has become more
tolerant and supportive of single parenthood. There are 13.7
million single parents in the
U.S. according to 2009 Census
statistics. The Census also indicates that of single parents, the
vast majority –84 percent—are
women, many of whom enroll

in community colleges to help
themselves get ahead.
Having to decide between school and the workforce is a complex decision that
more and more people have to
make in this economy. Juggling
school, a job, and children can
be frustrating and many single
parents say they come to a time
when they have to decide what
they are willing to sacrifice in
order to survive. For many, the
possibility of attending school
and not working is not an option, so they opt to drop out of
school and stay in the workforce because they have to provide for their children.
“Education is the best
way to prepare yourself to be
able to have a job, to be productive in society,” said Mercer’s
Executive Dean of Students Dr.
Diane Campbell when asked
why she believed single parents
are returning to school.
Dean Campbell said
during the interview that the
number one issue single parents at Mercer complain about
has to do with their financial
situation.
“I think we have to acknowledge that this is happening and that regardless of someone having a child, we are doing
everything we can to support
them so they can have better
access and better opportunities,” said Dean Campbell.
Dean Campbell maintains a list of emergency contacts in her office for students
who encounter financial issues
while attending classes at Mercer. The list includes resources
for assistance towards rent,
utilities, food packages, clothing and emergency placement.
All requests are kept confiden-

tial.
Although there are
students who are struggling
to manage school, work, and
family, there are those who are
thriving as they opt to stay in
school regardless of the effort
and sacrifice they must make.
Recent graduate Latonya Ashford-Ligon, Director
of Advisement here at Mercer,
went back to school for her doctorate after her children were
of school age. She recently received her doctorate from Rowan University at the beginning
of October. Ashford believes
that the formula to become successful as a single parent depends on family and peer support.
“I was always able to do
what I need to do educationally
because I always had someone
to watch the kids,” AshfordLigon says. Although AshfordLigon was raised by both of her
parents, she raised both her
children on her own while obtaining her doctorate.
Ashford-Ligon was her own
inspiration to reach the top level of education. “I didn’t do this
for anyone but myself, for what I
can aspire to do for myself,” she
said.
Although raising children
while a single parent can be a
challenge of its own, going back
to school can add to the stress.
Single parents face daily challenges trying to balance school
work, social life, and finances
while raising a child on their
own. Becoming a parent is a
choice many choose to make,
but becoming a single parent may not be. According to
Laurence Steinberg author of
“Adolescence” there is evidence
that the fate of many adolescent
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Tyea Santiago (top left) with her son, William, and daughter,
Ijes’Nae whom she raised on her own while completing her
nursing degree and BSN at Mercer.
mothers are worsened, not bettered by marrying the father of
their child.
In his book, Steinberg
states that fathers who impregnate young woman have similar
issues of self-esteem, alcohol
and drug abuse, and are more
likely to drop out of school as
early as high school and never
make it to college. However, today more single parents are returning to school after their first
child is born to continue their
education.
Now 32 years old,
Mercer student Tyea Santiago

completed her associates degree and became a registered
nurse through Mercer. She is
now in the Bachelors of Science in Nursing (BSN) program
through Felecian College at
Mercer.
When asked why she
had returned to school Santiago
said, “I clearly remember that
moment [with my dean] because I never wanted to feel like
that again or feel less than what
I am worth.” It was not until
later that Santiago realized the
blessing in disguise that she received from that scornful dean.

Following MCCC student suicide, new focus on at-risk populations
By Kelly Smith
The College VOICE

Continued from page 1
Donohue said there are a number of places Mercer can contact to help support the family,
friends, and even faculty who
knew either of the two students
who committed suicide. The
primary one which works with
Mercer and Brooks-Klein is The
Mercer County Traumatic Loss
Coalition.
Donohue went on to
say, “Whenever there’s a trauma like [a suicide] both faculty
and staff are very vulnerable,
particularly to the thoughts of
was there something I could
have done? Did I miss a signal?
Could I have saved him or her?
So it really is important for the
people around, whether it’s
the teacher or the counselor,
the best friend to have a way to
think through that.”
The Student Center on
Mercer’s West Windsor campus is open from approximately
9AM-6PM, where the office of

Brooks-Klein is located.
Mercer faculty member
Heather Jennings, a Professor of
Psychology, held a workshop in
Fall 2009 called Assisting the
Emotionally Distressed Student
which was attended by 20 staff
members. In a recent interview
with The VOICE, Jennings said,
“There’s not enough services on
campus for students in distress.”
She went on to say, “I would say
because we’re a community
college doesn’t mean that services are no longer needed. In
fact, in my personal opinion,
they’re needed even more.”
Cheryl Hicks, Phi Theta
Kappa (PTK) co-Vice President
of Communications, said, “Literally, I didn’t know we had
counseling at all.” She went on
to say “They should probably
have seminars on how to help
people if you know someone
who is suicidal, to help keep
them together and help get
them help because it’s the only
way to prevent it really. If you
can’t help prevent it, it’s just going to keep happening.”

West Windsor Police
Lieutenant Robert Garofalo said
in an interview that suicides are
not uncommon among college students. He said, “With
the young college students and
high school teenagers everything is the end of the world,
they can’t see the light at the
end of the tunnel.”
Groups that face the
highest suicide rates are those
suffering from depression, Veterans and LGBT students. Adolescents in general have a higher risk for suicide than other age
groups.
In addition to the suicide of Tyler Clementi, there
have been eleven other nationally publicized cases of LGBT
youths committing suicide in
the past month. Katie Horahan,
treasurer of LGBTF, said, “It’s
terrible when anyone commits
suicide, but it seems you’re
pushed more to that when your
bullied constantly, when you
feel like there’s no one that accepts you. So in a way, yes, [we
LGBTF members] could be [at

a higher risk of committing suicide].”
Another at-risk population is veterans. According
to Mercer’s Executive Dean
of Student Affairs Dr. Diane
Campbell, there are currently
157 veterans attending Mercer.
The office of veterans affairs is
overseen by Paul Schied and is
located on the second floor of
the Student Center. Additionally there is a local program that
helps returning and deploying Veterans at the Trenton Vet
Center, located at 934 Parkway
Avenue in Ewing. They have
stated they want to be involved
as much as possible in any outreach to our student veteran
population.
In an interview with
The VOICE Dean Campbell said
she is particularly concerned
about Mercer’s veteran population being at risk for suicide.
She said, “Definitely, [the rate
of suicides among veterans] is
not only a higher rate [in the
community] but when they are
deployed there’s a higher rate”.

According to the website of the State of New Jersey
Department of Health and Senior Services, “While suicide
rates in New Jersey are among
the lowest in the nation, suicide remains a significant cause
of preventable mortality. In
New Jersey in 2000, there were
600 suicides -- nearly twice the
number of homicides in the
same time period. It is estimated that fewer than 25 percent
of suicide attempts are reported and more than 40 percent
of suicide attempts by minors
are second or subsequent attempts.”
In light of the recent
Mercer student suicide, Mercer student clubs are taking it
upon themselves to create an
awareness on campus. The College VOICE along with Student
Government Association, Phi
Theta Kappa, and the LGBTF
will be selling t-shirts for $5 outside the cafeteria on Wednsday,
Septemeber 20 to donate to local suicide prevention organizations.
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Viking Boot Camp shapes up
By Susan Johnson
Reporter

By Matthew Rosenberg
Reporter
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BEST BETS:

Computer
classes at
the public
libraries
By Susan Johnson
Reporter
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Mike DeAngelis, director of
MCCC’s fitness center also
runs the new Mercer Viking
Boot Camp.

spire healthy competition,
whoever works hardest during
each class is awarded his Viking
Helmet to wear until the next
class.
DeAngelis says he feels that
benefits of exercise are both
mental and physical. “Starting an exercise program can be
the beginning of a whole new
healthier lifestyle. It also helps
manage stress,” DeAngelis says.
Viking Boot Camp continues through October for those
interested in joining late.

Purchase a purple T-shirt to help
support suicide prevention on Oct. 20,
2010 at noon in the Student Center.

LGBTF - NJ STARS

The Philadelphia Parx casino is no Atlantic City,
but it is definitely the next
best thing. You can see the
bright lights of the newly
built casino from the highway. Parx was completed
two years ago and just recently added table games
including poker, blackjack,
and roulette.
The
casino
is
small and smells of cigarette smoke. Employees
check ID’s at the door as
sultry cocktail waitresses in
skimpy outfits walk around
offering drinks. Complimentary drinks are offered
to those who are gambling.
The table minimums are 15 dollars, which
may be steep for college
students but, after all, it is
gambling and for those who
have lost out already there
are penny slots, which are
much more rewarding than
they sound. A five dollar
investment can yield a hundred dollar or more reward,
and something about the
low stakes makes the game
all the more entertaining.
For those interested in cuisine, Parx Casino
offers several restaurants
--including one with dancing waitresses-- and a few
very nice bars where people gather to watch football
and imbibe.
The crowd at Parx
is fairly diverse, a good mixture of older and younger
people walking around and
gambling. Unlike Atlantic
City, where escort services
are evident, there is no obvious sign of prostitution at
Parx.
Considering it is
only a half an hour drive
from Mercer County, Parx
is a reasonable alternative
to the glitter and entertainment of Atlantic City. Regular attendee Chris Vega, a
Mercer second-year communications major said, “I
think that it pales in comparison to Atlantic City but
for a more local casino it is
a good time. The drinks are
actually decent, as is the
food and the machines and
table games are also up to
par.”
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Philadelphia’s
Parx Casino
holds its own

Vikings “Boot Camp” started
on September 20 at Noon in the
gymnasium. Mike DeAngelis,
Fitness Center and Swimming
Pool Coordinator at Mercer invited all staff, faculty and students to a “muscle toning heart
pumping” class as his “call to
get in shape.” Thirty-nine people chose to accept the call.
	
So far the Boot Camp initiative is scheduled for a 5 week
trial period. DeAngelis says he
is hoping to generate enough
interest to continue beyond that
time. He intends to make each
week a little different by adding
and substituting exercises to
keep it fresh.
For those unsure about
starting and maintaining an exercise program, DeAngelis says,
“We’re going to make this fun
and suitable for everyone. If you
feel too much, stop and rest”.
DeAngelis says he came up
with the idea of Boot Camp because, “People are interested in
a challenge and Boot Camp is
synonymous with a challenge”.
He also says he wanted to come
up with a new and fresh way to
work out. DeAngelis said his
main goals are to get as many
people as possible to work out
and for the program to grow.
Before entering the gymnasium on the inaugural day,
DeAngelis welcomed everyone
wearing his Viking helmet complete with beard. Once inside,
he provided an overview of
the class. Since all fitness levels were welcome, he provided

a demonstration to help participants decide which level to
choose.
Aidas Gedeika, a second
year Exercise Science major, instructed the advanced students
while DeAngelis instructed the
beginners. Gedeika’s effort is
part of a 15-week internship under Professor John Kalinowski,
Exercise Science Program Coordinator.
DeAngelis credited Gedeika with helping him to create the program. “He was a key
contributor in developing the
workout”, said DeAngelis. He
said that through the process,
he and Gedeika decided together which ideas and workouts to
include in the program.
Besides
the
workout,
body composition assessment
is available for participants.
DeAngelis said that he feels
body composition, which measures percentage of body fat, is
the “best indicator of health,
more so than weight”. DeAngelis says that is because a lower
percentage of body fat will add
muscle, which may actually increase your weight.
Ailyn Ports Lopez, Teaching Assistant in the Fine Arts
Department, said she had no
problem deciding which group
to join. “As a beginner beginner,
I thought it was great,” said Lopez. “It was a wonderful opportunity and it’s free. It was nice to
see such a wide range of ages,
sizes and athletic ability”.
With itinerary and timer
in hand, DeAngelis gets participants moving as he speaks
about the importance of “Pure
Hard Work” (“PHW”). To in-

voice

The Mercer County Library
may have one of the best kept
secrets around. Free adult
computer classes. In 2009,
they offered 343 classes with
2,948 attendees according
Rina Banerjee, Senior Librarian and Computer Instructor.
Anyone 18 years
of age or over who lives,
works, owns property or
attends school in the participating municipalities of
East Windsor, Ewing, Hightstown, Hopewell Township,
Lawrenceville, Twin Rivers,
Washington, or West Windsor may obtain a free library
card. Senior citizens who do
not reside in a participating
municipality may purchase a
card for $10 per year.
“I’ve taken two of the
classes in August and [the instructors] are very good, very
patient,” said Mary Ann Conboy of Lawrenceville after attending a recent class.
Open to the public
on a first-come, first served
basis, the library offers several
levels of Microsoft Office 2007
classes at the main branch in
Lawrenceville. Registration
begins on the twenty-fifth of
each month beginning at 9:30
a.m. People may register in
person at any of the library’s
branches or by logging onto
http://www.mcl.org.
Computers are guaranteed to the first 16 people
who sign up and arrive on
time. If the class is full, one
can attend as an observer, or
use the computer of a person
who did not show. Anyone
may be an observer many
times or retake classes as
needed.
Banerjee schedules
the courses and sets up the
lesson plans. She says that
when she came to the library
about five years ago, she welcomed the opportunity to tap
into her creative side by developing the program.
“People who come
to classes are eager to learn,”
said Banerjee.
Some courses may
qualify for New Jersey Department of Education Professional
Development
Credit. Educators must register and attend in the same
manner as the general public
and request their completion
certificates at the end of each
program.
Microsoft’s
Word
and Excel programs are the
two most popular classes, but
there are other offerings from
resume writing to learning
how to use email. Open lab
times are offered.
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FACULTY SPOTLIGHT: Prof. Karen Bearce

Combining a commitment to social justice with excellence in teaching
By Laura Pollack
Reporter

For Mercer Psychology Professor Karen Bearce one teacher
made the difference. It was her
high school Psychology teacher,
Toni Trovato.
“Mrs. Trovato was everything I wanted to be,” Prof.
Bearce recalls, “She was intelligent and cool. She was able
to connect with her students.
She made learning fun.” Mrs.
Trovato inspired Prof. Bearce
to enter the field of psychology.
Now Professor Bearce inspires
her students.
After double majoring in
Psychology and Spanish at the
University of New Hampshire,
Prof. Bearce studied the memory development of babies at
Rutgers University. While at
Rutgers, she was published extensively and won the International Society of Developmental Psycho-Biology Deviation
Award.
Although Psychology
101 is a class many students
have to take, Professor Berace’s students enjoy the class
because of the way Professor
Bearce teaches.
“[Prof. Bearce] takes
everyday situations and acts
them out,” said Stephanie Lima,
a Mercer Nursing Major who
has had Prof. Bearce for class.
“We cover a great deal
of content but do it in such a
way that relates to students.”

Professor Karen Hildreth-Bearce.
Professor Bearce said, “Because
students are having fun in class,
they look forward to coming
to class. Because students are
having fun in class, they are engaged and learning at the same
time.”
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Professor Bearce uses humor,
combined with lots of sarcasm,
to involve her students in the
classroom.
“She’s [very] down to
earth,” said Serita White, a Lib-

eral Arts major.
According to Prof. Bearce’s
students, it is her humor, clarity and down to earth approach
that appeals to them.
Prof. Bearce said, “My
students are engaged because
I believe that learning can and
should be fun.”
“She’s an incredible
lecturer,” Dean Robin Schore
said, “She has an unbelievable
energy, a mighty voice. When I
visit her class I feel like I actually learned something.”
However,
teaching Psychology isn’t the only
thing that Professor Bearce is
involved in. She is currently
working with Sociology Professor Denise Ingram to create a
LGBT (Lesbian Gay Bisexual
and Transgender) “safe space”
initiative on campus. The program allows faculty and staff
who actively support and want
to reach out to LGBT students
to put a special sticker on their
office doors to indicate as
much.
Prof. Bearce first got involved with the LBGT cause
last year when she went to
Mercer’s President’s Leadership Academy, which involved
faculty members choosing
a project that was outside of
their primary job at the college
to work on. Professor Bearce
and Prof. Ingram administered
a campus climate survey to
LGBT Mercer students, and the
results were grim. The survey
said that most LGBT students
did not fully feel safe on cam-

pus, and many felt isolated. As
a consequence, the students
who felt isolated were coming
to class less often.
According to Professor
Bearce, “this demonstrated a
lack of knowledge about LGBT
issues. [It showed that] this is
an issue where Mercer needs to
put some emphasis.”
ProfessorBearce is currently
working with Professor Ingram
to continue their mission of
making Mercer an LGBT-safe
campus. They are simultaneously working to educate
Mercer students and staff about
LGBT issues.
“We cannot let what
is currently happening keep
happening,” Professor Bearce
said. “Also, one does not have
to be Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, or
Transgender to know and understand the issues. You can be
a friend.” Bearce added, “The
goal is not just to help, but to
make Mercer a more inclusive
place.”
Professor Bearce is currently pregnant with her first
child, due in January. However,
having a baby is not going to
keep her from advocating for
Mercer to be a LGBT safe campus. “I can’t imagine not being
involved. This issue is too important to let fade away.”

want more voice?
visit us online at
MCCCVOICE.ORG

PROFILE: Rachel Young excels in academics and athletics
By Samantha Kenyon
Reporter

Rachel Young, 19, a first year
Mercer student, with a 3.8 GPA,
is majoring in Elementary Education and is also the president
of Mercer’s Phi Theta Kappa
National Honor sciety. Young
has plans of transferring to
TCNJ in the Fall of 2011 where
she will continue to study Early
Elementary Education.
Originally from Maryland, Young was a Maryland
Distinguished Scholar. Young
was elected president of Mercer’s Phi Theta Kappa chapter
in the Spring of 2010. In addition to maintaining a strong
GPA, PTK members organize
different service projects in an
effort to help the surrounding
community and individuals in
need.
One of the current
projects that Young is working
on with PTK is “Gray Matters,”
a golf fundraiser to help raise
money for brain cancer. Another project is the “Walk for
Autism.” Young speaks passionately about these events saying
that she “wants to do as much
as she can to help.”
“Rachel is a bright,

cheerful and positive student
and student leader,” said Kenneth Howarth, a Mercer Philosophy Professor and PTK faculty
advisor. Young took a class with
Howarth in the Spring of 2010.
In an interview with
Kristen Stankewicz, a second
year Mercer student and PTK
member, she said that “Rachel
is a very out-going, extremely
nice person. She is very positive and is always willing to
help others.” Stankewicz is also
majoring in Elementary Education and has been friends with
Young for almost 2 years.
It may seem that Young
could not have time for much
else with her heavy academic
responsibilities, yet she makes
time for tennis. Young is on the
Women’s Team here at Mercer,
she has been playing since she
was 16 when she joined her
high school tennis team. She
was also the Captain of the soccer team.
Young practices tennis Monday through Friday for
an hour and a half at Mercer
County Park.
“Rachel is a the quintessential team player. She lightens up the atmosphere. She sets
a great example on the court,
she is fair, friendly but kills
herself to get every ball. We’re

lucky to have her on the team,”
said women’s tennis coach
Marc Vecchiolla.
When asked about the
women’s tennis coach, Young
said with a bright smile, “we
have an absolutely fabulous
coach, he is without a doubt the
best coach I have ever had. He
is always positive and encouraging, and offers a lot of good
advice in order to help us play
to our full potential.”
Young speaks highly of
her teammates as well, saying
that they are “all very talented...
We have a wonderful team of
players that are always fun to
be around and we have good
chemistry.” Young goes on to
say that we “should watch out
for Kati Courtney, she’s a really
good player.” Young said that
she is looking forward to the
rest of the season, and that she
hears that Brookdale is a hard
team to beat and she “looks forward to playing them because
they will be good competition.”
Mercer has not won
any tennis matches so far this
season. However, Young and
teammate Melanie Hunter won
a doubles match against Ocean.
Their next event is scheduled
for October 6 against Ocean.
Young said that she has “faith in
her team.”
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Rachel Young, PTK president and tennis team member at Mercer.
Young says she hopes
to become an elementary
school principal so she can
guide and shape the minds of
young children. She also plans
to participate in PTK to the fullest while she has the chance,

because, “as a member of PTK
you have the chance to help
others on a much larger scale
than you can ever do alone.
When one of us has an idea on a
way that we can help our community, we all get involved.”
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Oh, the spines they are a changin’
Macawber’s becomes Princeton U Store

By Anna Bosted
Reporter

PHOTO | ANNA BOSTED

While Princeton’s Nassau Street has
long forgone any illusion of being
supported by quaint mom-and-pop
shops, the bottom-line of business
was never so apparent as in the sale
of the property of Micawber’s Books
and the properties from 116 to 122
Nassau Street.
In 2007, the US economic
recession was still a growing, yet undeveloped issue, marked by growing
foreclosure rates. It was in this same
year that Princeton’s iconic independent bookstore Micawber Books
closed its doors and sold its property
to Princeton University for an undisclosed amount. Though the primary reasons for Micawber’s close
were a combination of slowing book
sales and competition against chain
bookstores like Barnes and Nobles
and Amazon.com, the economic aspect of the closure and subsequent
changing of ownership tells a surprising story of hope for the literary
world.
Initial University plans in
2007 determined that Princeton
would use the newly acquired space
to house its U-Store. Books would
be sold through Labyrinth Books.
At the time, Labyrinth was enjoying recognition as an independent,
alternative book company serving a
select few campuses, including Columbia University’s Morning Side
Heights and Yale Univeristy’s New
Haven.
Micawber’s founder and
co-owner Logan Fox endorsed the
concept of Labyrinth’s discounted
prices and community and campus
friendly stores, which reportedly
helped to smooth the sale. Now,
three years later, Labyrinth is successfully maintaining its operations
in Princeton while simultaneously
expanding to reach out to a broader
audience base.
There was significant public outcry regarding Micawber’s closure. Labyrinth owners Dorethea
von Moltke and Cliff Simms took
this community concern not as an
insult or business challenge, but
rather as a positive sign of literary
life.
“There was a real regret
about seeing Micawber go...but we
were thrilled to be in a town where
people cared enough about their
bookstore to be upset,” said Moltke.
“Initially [Micawber’s customers
would] come in, and they would be
very frank and say things like, ‘why
[is the lighting] so bright?’”
Beyond the change in number of light fixtures, Labyrinth’s take
over and remodeling has completely renovated the space. Today, there
is room for an entirely new selection
and organization of books. The larger, more diversely stocked Labyrinth
is inherently attracting more traffic
than Micawber was able to. While
Micawber mastered the sale of used
books and hidden literary treasures
on a community level, Labyrinth
has worked to build upon that tradition while expanding the selection
and clientele. Currently, it funnels
Princeton students into the down-

stairs of the book store, which is
now the principle textbook distributor for the university.
In addition to building
upon its already close relationship with Princeton students,
Labyrinth began hosting weekly
book talks and other events, free
to the public, while also becoming involved in community outreach programs. “We started having a full range of events, which is
something Micawber just didn’t
have the space or resources to do,”
said Moltke.
The size and structure
of Labyrinth that was so initially
feared by many is now responsible for a wider range of programs
and community events. “There is
a very close partnership here with
the University and the town, but
also the county, including work
with organizations in Trenton focusing on issues from homelessness to poverty, and we’ve done
a lot of work for prison literacy,”
Moltke said.
And while the successes
of Labyrinth have been widely
recognized, the company faces
some of the same trials as its
predecessor. “The most difficult
competition is the internet, and
in a recession, internet sellers can
drive down prices,” said Moltke.
“We keep looking to adjust out
business model so we can grow or
at least stay stable with the challenges of the economy and the
new media.”
Swathed in awnings donning the famous black and orange
colors of Princeton, the store does
not try to hide its University and
town connections. Rather, it embraces the relationship.
While some begrudgingly
accept that the town of Princeton
appears to be increasingly dependent on the University in the economic downturn that continues to
affect the US and local economy,
others embrace the university for
working to maintain the success
of the town and promote a business environment capable of being self-sufficient.
Without the Princeton
campus effort to promote business traffic in Labyrinth, there is
the question whether the independent quasi-chain would have
fallen to the same fate as Micawber Books-- a well intentioned,
thoroughly appreciated, but hard
to fund bookstore. Yes, Labyrinth
“is new, and it’s part of a chain,”
said shopper Chris Rowland,
Flemington, “but I don’t see it as
a bad thing. In the world of books,
[Labyrinth] is hardly a chain.”
While Micawber’s dark, woody
corners and cases have been replaced, the basic intent remains
the same. At Labyrinth, as with it
was with Micawber, “Rather than
having the book become some
kind of precious object...its about
connecting the book to the reader,” said Moltke.
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First Amendment 5k Run - Walk benefits community
The College VOICE sponsors an event aimed to increase awareness
By Tim Hester
Reporter

On Saturday October 2, The
College VOICE hosted its first
ever annual First Amendment
5k Run - Walk at Mercer County Community College’s West
Windsor Campus. More than 40
runners participated.
The event was held to
raise awareness of First Amendment issues and to raise money
to help The VOICE upgrade
newsroom equipment. Although the race ended up costing more money than it raised,
it was a success in terms of raising awareness as the course was
lined with notable facts about
the First Amendment. Additionally, leftover water and food
from the race was donated to
the Trenton Area Soup Kitchen
as part of the VOICE’s community service outreach.
“[The theme] was definitely an attraction, I knew quite
a bit about the first Amendment
But I enjoyed the ‘seven dirty
words’ poster at the sign up table,” said Keith Moulton, 43, the
third place over all finisher of
the race, “I’ll be back next year.”
The top four over-all
finishers were Jessica Rey-deCastro, 28, in first with a time
of 20:34. Joe Bordieri was not
far behind with a time of 20:43.
The third place finisher was
Keith Moulton, 43 at 21:33. In
fourth place was Jared Bieb, 27
at 21:37.

PHOTOS | JASON POMERANTZ

LEFT: Women’s first place and overall winner, Jessica Rey-de-Castro finishes with a time of 20:34.
RIGHT: Men’s first place and second overall finisher Joe Bordieri finishes with a time of 20:43.
The top finisher, Jessica Rey-de-Castro, was unable
to stay for the award ceremony,
“I was focused on the race but
now I have to go focus on my
one year old baby, Elsie,” said
Rey-de-Castro.
Bordieri, who finished
second overall and first among
men said of the race, “I’m upset
I missed the signs, but I was just
focused on finishing the race
and trying to keep pace with
[Rey-de-Castro].”
The fourth place finisher,
Jared Hieb, serves in the United

States Air Force, “I’ve piloted
C-17’s for four years in active
duty,” said Hieb, “I also graduated from the Air Force Academy in Colorado.” Hieb’s age
was not recorded until after the
award ceremony, otherwise he
would have been the top finisher for males between the ages of
twenty-one to twenty-nine.
In all there were 48 runners entered in the race between ages 8 and 61. “The race
may have had an even better
turn out if not for the Susan G.
Komen run at Six Flags tomor-

row,” said Elliot Scherr, “people
are not likely to run two events
in two days.” Scherr’s wife, Prof.
Linda Scherr is a history professor at Mercer. “[Linda] told me
about the event and I couldn’t
pass it up, I run about one a
month,” said Scherr.
The First Amendment
theme was a new one as far as
five kilometer events go. “The
freedom of speech really isn’t
all that free, but in theory it’s
great,” said Meaghan Donchak,
21, “It’s a good amendment but
you have to say what they want.”

Donchak’s sister Jillian attended Mercer County Community College and wrote for the
VOICE. “ I read the paper until
Jill graduated; maybe I’ll start
reading it again now,” said Donchak, who finished eighteenth
over-all in the event.
“I read the paper all the
time because it is great,” said
Amy Vondrak an English professor at Mercer. Vondrak was
registered but decided not to
run last minute, “I have a bad
ankle and I don’t want to risk
it,” said Vondrak. She added
that she appreciated the first
amendment but that the nineteenth amendment, which gave
women the right to vote, was
her favorite.
There were few students
present at the event. One of the
few was Larry Baez, 28, a sophomore business major at Mercer.
“This is my first 5K,” said Baez.
“I think the first amendment is
the freedom to voice your opinion as long as it doesn’t endanger anyone,” he added. Baez finished the race eleventh over-all
in a time of 24:42.
Sponsors for the race included Bagel Street Grill of
Plainsboro, The Tiger’s Tale
bar and grill, Hamilton Fitness
Center and many others. The
race was timed and recorded
by Baldasari and Leestma Race
Management. The full results
for the race can be found at
http://www.bandlracetiming.
com/Results/2010-10-02FirstAmendment.html.

field of terror
REVIEW
By Erkika Bliszcz
Reporter

Witches, goblins, blood and
guts, Hayrides, bonfires, fake
knives and smoke. At Field of
Terror in Hightstown, children
can be found running wildly
through a maze, and screaming while a man with a chainsaw chases them out.
‘Tis the season of Halloween.
With the holiday approaching,
there’s one thing not to pass
on: haunted attractions. Field
of Terror is perfectly enjoyable
in a sick, twisted way.
Hightstown is right down
the road from the West Windsor campus which is convenient. Field of Terror has three
different attractions. A Ter-

rorride Haunted Hayride, Field of
Terror Haunted Cornfield, and the
Unknown Haunted Barn. They also
offer a Non-Scary Friendly Flashlight
Maze only costing $9.00 for children
and families.
Even with the economy still struggling to get back on its feet, this scare
fest is not going to burn a hole in
your pocket. Each attraction costs
$13 separately, or $30 for all three,
which is reasonable for the area. New
this year, as you walk in they snap a
picture of you and your friends, “in
case you don’t make it out.” When
you leave you can preview the picture and buy it to commemorate the
event.
If you enjoy being scared till you
can’t breathe, Field of Terror gives
that feeling for cheap price and without wasting a whole tank of gas.

This year’s attractions at Field of
Terror are definitely better than last
year’s. Besides the addition of the
pictures, this year’s Terror RideHaunted Hayride is an adrenaline
pumping fifteen minutes of being totally terrorized by ghoulish actors in
terrifying make-up.
The next attraction, the Field of
Terror Haunted Cornfield includes a
maze full of different houses, buses,
and boats with creative and spooky
design. Showing any type of nervousness causes the actors and actresses not to leave you alone. Being
followed through the corn for twenty
minutes is thoroughly creepy. At the
very end the churning of the chainsaw begins and out comes the man
in the horrifying mask. Word to the
wise: wear running sneakers! The
cornfield is the scariest part by far.
The final attraction is the Haunted

Unknown Barn. The walk-through
is almost pitch black, making it impossible not to walk into a couple
of walls. The dark corners are full of
colorful spinning illusions that cause
a disorienting affect.
Located at 831 Windsor Perrineville Road, Field of Terror is the place
to be this fall on Friday, Saturday and
Sunday nights. Don’t wait too long
since they stop selling tickets at 10 or
11 p.m. They have live entertainment
on some nights but there’s always a
choice of food to chow down on after
you’re done. Foods include nachos,
funnel cakes, fried oreos, apple cider,
and more.
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TOP: First year aviation
student Mark Lucier (left) and
instructor Mike Suobzo (right)
leaving their Cessna after a
busy day at the aviation club’s
fall Flight Fair on October
2, 2010. The fair raised
funds for the team’s travel to
competitions.

By Barbara Stoffels
Reporter

The Cruz family of Ewing, N.J.
was enthusiastic about their
first ride in a Cessna 172 at the
Flight Fair Saturday at Trenton-Mercer Airport. The fair is
one of several held each year
by Mercer’s flight team to help
raise funds for them to attend
area competitions.
“It was our first time
up in a small plane.” said Richard Cruz, with an arm around
daughter Imani and son Ricardo. “We actually flew over and
saw our complex. It was one of
the best days to fly.”
Imani nodded and
added, “It was scary at first…
but then it got steady and I
was more comfortable.” Seven
year old Ricardo agreed, “Very
good.”
Their enthusiasm was
echoed by Cindy and “Zig” Zigarski of Lawrenceville. “We
started to see the leaves change.”
said Cindy. “It was great!”
“She took my line!”
said Zig. “We picked our landmarks and were able to see the
skyline of Philly, although New
York was a bit hazy.”
Aviation School Dispatcher Valerie Servis said,
“Flying now, the foliage burning with color, just last week it
was all green leaves down there.
But now you can see pumpkins,
bright orange dots, where [we]
were practicing.”
Saturday, October 2
was a busy day for aviation faculty and flight instructors who
gave visitors a bird’s-eye view
of local countryside from 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Planes took off and
landed at thirty minute intervals. Rates were set by weighing
riders and charging twenty five
cents per pound or a maximum
of twenty five dollars per person.
Aviation Program Coordinator, Professor and Chief
Pilot Joe Blasenstein says he
prefers the Trenton-Mercer
Airport site for several reasons.
“Our pilots have to fly in daylight only. If anything were to

PHOTO | JASON POMERANTZ

ABOVE AND RIGHT: Two young aviators prepare for their first
flight in a Cessna 172 as part of Mercer’s Aviation club’s fall
flight fair to raise funds for their travel to flight competitions.
happen, you have a tower, fire
and police to respond. Some
smaller airports where the pilot is in control are tough in an
emergency and there could be
shorter runways. There is separation of services, control of
airport operations with a tower,
and responding to a tower is
also more professional for students with ‘mike fright’. The
tower makes a difference.”
As a product of the
Mercer program herself, Valerie
Servis called the College Aviation Program one of New Jersey’s best kept secrets. She said,
“It is a valuable under-utilized
program. Guidance counselors
may think that you only go to a
community college if you can’t
afford or you’re not ready for
a four year program. We have
had pilots from MCCC qualify
for careers flying commercial
airlines, helicopters, military
and State Police, even banner
planes.”
Judith Stillwagon, Senior Technical Assistant and
Assistant Chief Pilot for the
Mercer Aviation Program, said,
“We have about sixty students

enrolled full time in the associate degree aviation program
and are a low cost opportunity
for high school graduates to
qualify for a professional career
in aviation.”
Stillwagon discussed
the exposure of intercollegiate
student competition and said,
“There are only a handful of
teams in regional competition,
but there are twenty eight across
the country in the National Intercollegiate Flying Association.
Our team has qualified to compete with major schools like
Perdue University.”
Mercer’s team competes regionally with Schenectady County Community
College, NY, and Bridgewater
State College, Mass. The top
two winners are able to go to
the Nationals. The 2011 NIFA
SAFECON (Safety and Flight
Evaluation Conference) event
is scheduled for Ohio State in
May. Funds generated from
Saturday’s visitor flying tickets
will be used for team travel expenses.
Many examples of
MCCC Aviation Team Trophies

are clustered at flying headquarters at the Trenton-Mercer
Airport. Some over three feet
high have to sit on the floor. As
you pass them on your way to
the infield gate, you can’t miss
the sign, “It’s that time again.
Please check for birds nests.”
The sign sums up the
attention to detail necessary to
produce qualified and professional pilots. Emphasis here is
on safety and preparedness and
no detail is overlooked.
Jerry Kuhl, Professor
of Aviation and Assistant Chief
Pilot, said, “We are basically
a step one ‘stick and rudder’
school. In the second term, students use the simulators. You
can program in emergencies so
it reinforces other procedures,
but the end is to fly the aircraft.”
The college has three
flight simulators. Practice preps
student pilots for actual flight.
If students fall behind, flight
team members are encouraged
to mentor them.
The three Cessnas, two
172’s and one 172 RG used Saturday in the Flight Fair, are part
of the current college fleet of six

PHOTO | JASON POMERANTZ

aircraft. At one time Mercer had
eleven planes but now it has six.
According to a 2009 report by the Trenton Times, the
Mercer Board of Trustees received $500,000 in grants from
New Jersey’s Department of
Transportation and the Buehler
Foundation of Paramus, payable over three years, to update
the fleet. Proceeds from the sale
of a plane currently up for sale
will also help offset costs.
The Mercer certification program also offers aviation management and aviation
customer relations tracks which
do not require flying. Many
alumni also help staff team
competitions, working without
pay to support the program.
Dan McGrath, Mercer
Dispatcher and alumnus of the
aviation program, sums up, “We
start at flying at 9a.m., weather
permitting. Early birds go to
the head of the line. This place
looks like Kennedy Airport on
weekends”.
Perhaps Professor Jerry
Kuhl put it best, “It gets to be a
love affair.”
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Dining

Fine dining at Rat’s Restaurant in Hamilton
By Sarina Prior
Senior Reporter

The name doesn’t exactly conjure up visions of a fine dining
establishment. It sounds more
like an exclamation of frustration (Rats!) or like a family of
rodents that one definitely does
not want keeping company in a
restaurant.
Rat’s Restaurant at the
Grounds for Sculpture in Hamilton rises well above its unfortunate moniker, and the dining
experience is indeed fine. The
prices reflect this as well, with
a check of $140 for a party of
three for dinner (alcohol and tip
not included). But for celebrating an occasion, Rat’s can make
the meal memorable and the
occasion even more special.
Mercer alum Bryan
Goldberg and his wife Bethann
were there with friends Peter
and Karen Bovo. The two couples were celebrating the Goldberg’s 15th anniversary as well
as Peter’s 50th birthday.
It was their first time at
Rat’s, as they had heard good
reviews and decided to try it.
Karen Bovo said that they absolutely felt the great reviews were
accurate, and that it was the
perfect place to celebrate the
two occasions and create new
memories.
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Rat’s Assistant Pastry Chef Haley Parkes puts the finishing
touches on a Creme Brulee.
The setting is almost
like a fantasy come true, designed to mimic the quaint atmosphere of Claude Monet’s
impressionist paintings and his
village of Giverny. Entering the
grounds of the restaurant feels
like stepping back in time a few
hundred years.
The large restaurant is

divided into many smaller dining rooms so that it is intimate
and cozy rather than enormously impersonal. Each dining room is decorated with a
different theme, one Moroccon
exotic, another French country
Provencal, and so on, each with
interesting artwork and murals
adorning the walls.

While the setting is delightful, it’s the food that ultimately
keeps patrons coming back
to a restaurant. This is not the
kind of place that guests love
because of the value or the size
of the portions. Rather, it is the
intense and fresh flavors that
make the dishes. The portion
sizes are quite small, but the
truly delicious flavors are so
sublime that the small portions
are completely satisfying.
In fact, one realizes that
this is the way to truly nourish
body and soul and palate. Supersize and Biggie portions become completely unnecessary.
According to our waiter, all of
the herbs in season are from the
kitchen garden behind the restaurant. Much of the produce
and protein is sourced as locally
as possible, with vegetables,
chicken, duck, and beef from
surrounding farms and producers.
Our
meal
began
with Hors d’oevres. The Poischichade ($6) is just a fancy
word for hummus. It is a chickpea puree drizzled with olive oil
and served with toasted bread.
It is a very fresh tasting hummus, with a nice puddle of good
quality olive oil drizzled over
it. But is just hummus after
all, with a pretentious French
See RAT’S page 15

Bell’s Tavern in Lambertville serves up perfection
Bell’s has warm atmosphere, low prices, friendly staff and AMAZING food
By Anna Bosted
Reporter

In an unassuming brick building on Lambertville’s North
Union Street resides Bell’s Tavern, and the greatest slice of
bread pudding ever imaginable.
Bell’s Tavern, originally established in 1938 and
currently under the watchful
eye of owner and Chef Paul
Eschallier, has long been recognized by Lambertville locals
as a hidden treasure. From the
outside Bell’s Tavern appears to
be nothing like what one would
expect a Zagat-rated gastro-bar
to look like.
With a solitary green
sign hanging from the building,
regulars applaud the restaurants rather clandestine operations. Neighbors were wary of
answering too many questions
about their favorite Bell’s takeout dishes and patrons joked
about wanting to keep Bell’s
their secret, and not without
reason: the quality of food and
service found at Bell’s is unparalelled.
Heaping portions of
freshly made pasta, mountains
of creamy mashed potatoes and
succulent steak, not to mention
the flowing, and reasonably
priced, draft beers and imported wines, would be enough to
induce anyone into a blissful
food coma.
The menu itself is comprised of two separate groups.
There are the standard dishes,
including pastas, steaks, and
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Bell’s grilled NY strip steak with sauteed mushrooms and
shallots, served with garlic mashed potatoes and garden salad.
traditional pub fare, which
are complimented by an everchanging specials menu that
serves Chef Paul Eschallier, in
his own words, as an opportunity “to stretch his legs and stay
active” in the kitchen.
This balance of comforting pub and Italian based
entrees complimented by the
more imaginative dishes created by Eschallier adds up to a
diverse menu sure to please any
palate.
On their website, Bell’s
describes themselves as being “‘Base Italian, with Eclectic
Specials.’ Only fresh ingredients
are used. All menu items, particularly the weekend specials,
are subject to the availability of
those fresh ingredients.”
Long time customer
Wayne Blanchard travels from
Belmar at least once a month
for the specials. “The service

and the food speaks for itself...
Paul [Eschallier] does the steak
right- he won’t let us order
anything beyond medium and
won’t let us use steak sauce,”
Blanchard said.
The close relationship
between the kitchen and the
customers has been built consistently over the years. Though
Eschallier purchased Bell’s a
decade ago, many of the staff
has been there for even longer,
some for more than 20 years.
Customers, too, savor
in the longevity and consistent
quality of Bell’s. “It’s really wonderful, we eat here every Sunday. It’s like Cheers; if someone isn’t here on a Sunday, you
worry something’s wrong,” said
Alan Olswing, a Bucks county
resident.
The fierce loyalty is
matched only by the incredible dishes. From the perfectly

breaded calamari to the wellbalanced Gorgonzola cheese
pasta sauce, Bell’s kitchen
proves itself a culinary force to
be reckoned with.
Bell’s proudly serves its
own house dressing, a creamy
salad topper with a flavorful,
but not overly strong, sesame
taste that turns greens into a
unique dish.
The entrees are incredible, with generous portions filling plates, and stomachs, with
savory treats including fresh
fish, meats butchered in-house,
and pastas cooked perfectly al
dente.
As for dessert, there has
never been such extravagance
for such a price. The huge portions of rich, homemade desserts like triple chocolate cake
and sweet, moist decadent
bread pudding, keep customers
in a constant struggle to chose a
favorite.
“Sometimes I have
to order two,” laughed Corey
Marchsin of Lambertville, “One
to eat, one to take to the bedroom.”
To keep prices down,
Bell’s only accepts cash, but a
dinner for two, including a special and beverages can easily
come in under $45.
The superior service,
low costs, incredible portions
and high quality of ingredients,
and preparation make Bell’s
Lambertville one of finest dining experiences anywhere.
In the words of customer Lars Crooks, “It’s just a
great place to be!”

Reasonable
food, service
and prices at
Bonefish in
Woodbridge
By Uniquea Antley
Reporter

BoneFish Grill Restaurant is
located in The Plaza at Woodbridge on Route 1 in Woodbridge, NJ, across the street
from Woodbridge Mall and
provides reasonable food and
service for good prices.
Before walking into
BoneFish Grill, it’s worth
noting that parking is scarce
because a lot of the spots are
blocked off for motorcycles.
But even in the parking lot,
the smell of the food is enticing. Entering the restaurant
,the smell of the food is even
more pungent. The host and
hostess are friendly, as is the
overall atmosphere, though it
is a bit dimly lit.
Sometimes you may
walk into a restaurant where
it’s too loud or not loud
enough; this restaurant is just
right in terms of the levels of
noise. The after-work crowd is
fairly diverse and the bar provides large-screen televisions
for sports viewing, but that
doesn’t cause excess noise.
The tables are clean,
generic and comfortable. Service is speedy. The menu is
separated into four different
sections: Hand Helds, Grilled
Fish, Grilled Specialties and
Sauteed + Baked.
Bread and olive oil
mixed with a variety of spices such as peppers, olives,
cheese are served as the meal
is cooking. The bread is fresh
and soft but the pesto oil is a
bit strong as an appetizer.
A typical dish from
the Hand Held portion of the
menu is called Sir Will’s Fish
and Chips, a tilapia fish tempura-style with house-made
tartar with French fries on
the side for $10.90. The batter
for the fish is crispy and the
food is hot so it is clear that
it comes right out of the pan
and is not left sitting under a
light. The fish may be slightly
greasy but other than it is very
good.
Customer,
Regenia Wilson said of her first
time dining at BoneFish Grill
that the crab cakes with succotash and broccoli “were
really good but a little tiny.
The broccoli is tender and
seasoned to perfection. And
the succotash is good it has
some red peppers in it.” When
asked about her overall experience she said, “Everything
was good I really liked and
enjoyed everything.”
A typical meal for
one at Bonefish, without alcoholic beverages, will likely
come in under $20.
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Bao Shu Fang Li’an
Kung Fu
55 Princeton-Hightstown Rd.
Suite 116
Princeton Junction, NJ

609-902-0381

FREE TO GOOD HOME
Two Yorkie puppies,

AKC Reg, rehoming.
For more info contact

michaelwood06@hotmail.com

to see more photos and catch up on the latest stories,
sports scores and more, visit THE VOICE online at

mcccvoice.org
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Fall brings increase

Increase in crime on campus appears

Continued from page 1
By Kelly Smith
The College VOICE

STUDENT SURVEY:
Have you ever been the victim of a crime on campus?
Do you know where to report a crime on campus?
Have you ever committed a crime on campus?
“Security,
however they
they are slow to report
to the scene of things
and are not very
reassuring”

“Security
office, or
anywhere to anyone
working that would be
able to help.”

“Yeah,it’s
pretty much posted
all over the school,
I can’t miss it.”

“Not
really, maybe
the front desk by
the library?”

“No, but if I was
having a problem I
could talk to a counselor
or teacher.”

September 23, Mercer student
Franchesca “Fancy” Crespo
of Trenton allegedly assaulted
Mercer student Keisha Brown
of Princeton. According to
police reports, Brown had been
staying with Crespo and the
night before the incident, they
had had a private conversation
about a male that Crespo
wanted to be involved with.
The next day in school Brown
told other students about the
conversation and word got back

to Crespo.
Police reports indicate
Brown told the police that
Crespo entered the student
lounge and yelled, “Stop talking
shit.” They began to argue and
then Crespo left the lounge.
Brown then began to cry and
Crespo returned and yelled,
“Stop crying like a baby,” and
threw a plastic cup.
According to Brown, Crespo
then punched her in the right
side of her face, knocking
Brown off her chair and onto
the ground. Brown says Crespo
then climbed on top of her
and began pulling her hair and
grabbing her throat.

“Use common
sense, if you see
something, report
it.”

Student
VOICES

ON-CAMP

“Procedure
is to call campus
security. They will call
West Windsor Police.”

“I
wouldn’t know
where to report an on
campus crime so they
could help me.”
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surveyed
said
they
knew
where to report a crime. 31.1
percent of the students did not
know and 6.5% were unsure.
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Automobile Theft

No
97.4%
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97.4 percent of the students
surveyed were never the victim
of a crime on-campus and 2.6
percent reported; yes, they were
the victim of a crime on-campus.

0

When asked, “Have you ever
committed a crime on campus,” 2.6
percent of the students answered
yes and 97.4 percent said no.
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More information on
http://ope.ed.gov/securi
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e in crime at Mercer

s to mimic overall increase in the area
Crespo told the police that she
confronted Brown in the student
lounge and then pushed her, at
which point Brown fell to the
ground. Crespo said she then
grabbed Brown’s throat.
Brown escaped to the
safety of the radio club office,
where she called campus
security. Brown says campus
security then detained Crespo
until West Windsor Police
arrived. WWPD arrested Crespo
and asked Brown if she wanted
a restraining order against
Crespo. Brown declined, feeling
that the situation had been
diffused.
Brown says the reason

PUS CRIME

n

she did not retaliate was
because “I was kinda caught off
guard.”
Crespo was released
without bail and charged with
simple assault..
In response to these
crimes Mercer Security Officer
Ramondi said, “We haven’t
really had that many [crimes
this year]. It’s a relatively good
year.”
President
Donohue,
who says she frequently calls
security from her cell phone
when she witnesses an accident
outside of campus, added,
“Security’s job is to keep us safe,
all of us.”
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Report suspicious
activities or people to
security.

If you feel threatened,
enter the nearest
building or classroom
where people are
present.

Stay alert to your
surroundings,
especially when using
electronics.

Avoid isolation by
walking with others
and remain on college
walkways.

Carry a personal
security device such as
an alarm, whistle, or
pepper spray.

Always lock your
vehicle. Store
valuables somewhere
safe and out of sight.

After 3:30pm the
teacher’s parking lots are
open for night classes.
(Vehicles must be
registered with MCCC.)

Use Security’s escort
service to accompany
you to the student
parking areas.

Save security’s phone
number: ext. 222 or 609570-3503 and have it
accessible in the event of
an emergency.

Rape
20
10

2

9

4
0

0

Rider TCNJ Rutgers MCCC Princeton

college crime is available at
ity/GetOneInstitutionData.aspx
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ENTERTAINMENT

Seussical brings family fun to Kelsey
By Pierce Willans
Reporter

The Pennington Players put on
an excellent performance of
Seusical the Musical on October
3 at MCCC’s Kelsey Theater.
As this play is primarily
aimed at kids, the plot is simple.
The story is about a kind-hearted elephant named Horton who
discovers a speck of dust which
turns out to be a tiny planet inhabited by a tiny race of people
called The Whos. The Whos are
drifting along and ask Horton
for help. Horton befriends the
son of the mayor of the Whos
named Jojo, with whom he
forms a friendship. Horton becomes the guardian of the Whos
and protects them and their
planet from danger. Horton is
ridiculed by his fellow animals,
who are certain that something
as small as The Whos could not
possibly exist.
Aside from Horton
and The Whos, there is a large
and colorful array of characters
ranging from a gang of mischievous monkeys, a soulful singing kangaroo, a short-statured
general with a Napoleon complex, and of course Dr. Seuss’s
flagship character, the Cat in
the Hat. While all of these characters were played exceptionally well, there are a few performances that really stand out.
Aimee Robidoux was
just tremendous in her role as
the Sour Kangaroo and has a
powerful singing voice reminiscent of soul-singers of the past,
such as Aretha Franklin.
The other major star
was the actor playing the Cat
in the Hat. The actor known by

PHOTO | JASON POMERANTZ

Members of the 39 person cast of Seussical the Musical at MCCC’s Kelsey Theater on October 3,
closing night.
his stage name, Kryrus, stole
the show with his incredible
performance. While the play
was primarily geared towards
young children, Kyrus’s work
as the Cat consistently kept the
parents and older members of
the audience entertained with
imitations of characters as recognizable as Stevie Wonder, a
British auctioneer, a news reporter, a circus owner and a
pool boy from Palm Beach.
If the play’s strength
was in its actors and the characters they portray, then its

weakness was in the audio and
set departments. There wasn’t
much in the way of set design
with the designers instead originally opting for use of a projector.
While perhaps the crew
thought this would enhance the
play by making it more modern,
in practice it ended up being a
huge distraction. The projections themselves were letterboxed and were of low quality. Add to this the obvious and
conspicuous failure to move the
mouse pointer off the screen

during the opening night performance and it was a disaster.
The audio was also lacking. Every so often during the opening
night performance there was
a large amount of microphone
feedback.
But the audio-visual
problems were worked out at
subsequent performances. By
October 3 the show was almost
completely free of technical
problems and the director had
wisely done away with projectors this time.

Reactions from the audiences were overwhelmingly
positive.
Kate Ingrbritsen, age 9,
said “It was really good. I don’t
know who is my favorite, probably Horton.”
Her brother Jack Ingrbritsen, age 7, said “It was really funny. I like the bird who
first had a little bit of feathers.”
Their father Randy Ingrbritsen said “I think it’s really
good. I liked the Cat in the Hat
the best. The dancing is also really good.”
Ellie Ancrum, who is
an assistant director for musical productions at Ewing High
School, had nothing but praise
for the performance calling it
“absolutely delightful. I love
that it appeals to children and
adults.” She also praised the
cast, saying, “I think the whole
ensemble is well balanced and
do a great job supporting one
another.”
Steve Anzuni, the actor who played Horton, was
born and raised in New Jersey.
His parents were music teachers and were involved in theater
and this he says motivated him
to follow suit. On his choice to
be involved in Seusical, he said,
“I’ve been involved in a lot of
serious plays and I thought this
would give me a chance to be a
kid again.”
Overall this was a funny and
wacky play. The play’s message
of forming one’s own opinions
and not being intimidated into
conformity, is an admirable one
and always relevant.

MCCC student and local musician John Andrews rocks out
By Munah Manneh
Reporter

The band “I Have Been Floated” played at Band Night in the
student center known as “The
RAT” at The College of New Jersey on Tuesday, Oct 5, 2010.
The Rat was dimly lit;
waiters took orders for fried
food and beer. The speakers had
enough bass to sound a small
stadium and every seat had the
best view in the house. Indie
and folk music lovers piled into
The RAT, leaving only enough
room for standing, to see the
bands play. I Have Been Floated, which includes Mercer student John Andrews, played last
and brought down the house
with their soulful indie and
blues like rhythms.
In an interview with
the VOICE, Andrews said he
writes his own lyrics and develops his own melodies. Andrews
is dressed in a patterned sweater, faded and worn straight leg
pants, red low top Converse
sneakers, and his hair is layered
in a bowl cut. Everything about
him screams urban hipster,
though he says he despises the
title and any other form of type
casting.
Andrews
explained

PHOTO | CJ HARKER

from left: drummer: Brian McLeandon, lead guitarist Ian Everett, rhythm guitarist John Andrews
playing at the RAT in TCNJ’s student center on October 5, 2010.
that he had been playing the
piano since the age of five but
didn’t stick with it. He started
again at 16, when he wrote
his first song, Ten Arrows,
which was inspired by Hungarian myths and story telling.
Andrews never learned to read
sheet music and is self taught
in the piano, clarinet, violin, organ, guitar and singing saw. His
grandfather was a jazz musician, so music has always been

in his life. “I appreciate it more
because it wasn’t forced on me;
I discovered it on my own,” Andrews says.
I Have Been Floated
isn’t Andrews’ band per se. It’s
a combination of three bands
combined to make one. The
other bands include Wisdom
Tooth, which Andrews leads, I
Have Been Floated, and Dark
Surfers. When the bands combine, they perform under the

name of the person whose
songs they are playing. The
band mates consist of: Ian Everett, the lead guitarist, John Andrews on rhythm guitar, Christopher Yaple on bass, and Brian
Mclendon on drums.
Andrews
describes
Wisdom Tooth’s sound as a
mixture of old folk and blues
from the 30s, garage music from
the 60s and weird experimental stuff. The band can be com-

pared to The Music Tapes and
The White Stripes. It’s the love
child of Neutral Milk Hotel and
Meat Puppets.
When asked on his perspective of main stream music,
Andrews said, “Main stream
music is kinda boring. Everyone is into whatever is new. All
bands have gotten their influences from bands before them.”
He includes, “Artist like Syd
Barrett, Blind Willie Mctell, and
Bessie Smith as well as old cartoons from the 30’s influence
my music.”
Andrews recently recorded a new album entitled,
Baby Neptune, which he played
all of the instruments and recorded by himself in his bedroom. “With other artists, every
song sounds similar; I made all
of my songs sound different by
using a different instrument in
each song.”
Andrews has had the
opportunity to record in multiply countries including Mexico
and Egypt. His band Wisdom
Tooth, tours one week in every
year and his winter tour kicks
off in New Brunswick. He lists
upcoming appearances and
samples of the new EP, check
out his MySpace music fan
page.

Local delivery available - including to Mercer campus!
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Rat’s restaurant perfect for romantic
meals
By Sarina Prior
Senior Reporter

Continued from page 8
name.
The Artisanal Cheese ($8) was
three different types of very sharp, very
pungent cheeses served with a dab of
apple-cranberry relish. If you don’t like
very strong cheeses, better avoid this
one. Even if you do like them, it’s not
really worth it. You could go to a good
cheese shop like Bon Appetit in Princeton and have your pick of great cheeses.
The Soft Shell Crab ($16) was an
appetizer that was truly divine. Served
with a cauliflower coulis (a smooth pureed sauce) and apple-cumin chutney, it
was battered and fried to perfection. The
condiments tasted strongly of cumin,
which added an almost Indian flavor to
the dish.
For the entrees we ordered the
Grilled Escolar ($28), the Spinach Ravioli ($19), and the Steak Frites ($23). The
Escolar is a mild white fish grilled and
seasoned to perfection. It is served with
an eggplant puree, fried squash blossom, and a brush stroke of tomato-coconut froth. The squash blossom was exquisite, the eggplant puree was tasty and
interesting. However there was no flavor
of tomato or coconut in the froth.
The froth is interesting concept.
A very airy and bubbly foam, it is probably meant to add a hint of flavors layered on top. But it just didn’t have the
intensity of flavors that its ingredients

PHOTOS | JASON POMERANTZ

Just Engaged! - Wendy Salibrici and Angelo Collazo at Rat’s to celebrate their engagement,
which had happened just moments before. Collazo is a Mercer alum (2007) with a degree
in Digital Media Arts. He went on to graduate from the School of Visual Arts in NYC and
now works as a computer animator.

would suggest, or that could really be
detected. Maybe it’s good in theory, but
falls a short in the execution.
The Spinach Ravioli is a vegetarian dish served with a sweet pea puree
flavored with mint, porcini mushrooms,
baby greens, with the ravioli brushed
with a parmesan froth. It is a welcome
change from red sauce on pasta, with vibrant fresh flavors of peas and mint. The
greens had a nice sharp bite to them.

Once again, the froth fell flat without
much flavor coming through past the
other ingredients in the dish.
While the Spinach Ravioli
seemed like a light meal that a lady might
enjoy, the Steak Frites is a real man’s redmeat meal. (Yes, of course that sounds
like chauvinistic generalization, but you
get the idea.) The steak was cooked exactly as ordered, medium-well, and was
tender and tasty. It was served with a

10 - 18 - 10

garlic and peppercorn sauce, a watercress salad with horseradish dressing,
and the absolutely best french fries ever.
That’s what we were told came
with it, the absolutely best french fries
ever, and that’s what they were.
After such a delicious meal, dessert (at $8 each) was completely unnecessary. But in the interest of serving our
readers, we couldn’t help ourselves. The
Brownie Sundae was the most decadent
and gourmet brownie sundae ever. The
brownie was a tender, moist, intensely
chocolate circle on the bottom. With a
scoop of natural vanilla ice cream on top,
a generous scattering of toasted pecans,
and drizzles of caramel, the strawberry
slices were almost just superfluous.
The White Chocolate Mango
Cheesecake was a slightly lighter option,
equally delicious in a more refined way,
with an interesting basil sauce and pungent red peppercorns sprinkled around
the dish.
The lightest dessert is the selection of three sorbets, kiwi-banana
sorbet, mojito sorbet, and peach-ginger
sorbet. This is a refreshing option that
carries on the theme of intriguing flavors
to delight the palate. All were interesting, and the peach-ginger definitely had
the bite of ginger and also a kind of flowery lavender flavor to it.
Rat’s has gotten a lot of buzz
lately since its executive chef Kevin
Sbraga won Bravo TV’s Top Chef competition. It would have been fun to meet a
local reality-TV star, but Sbraga was not
there on this Saturday.
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SPORTS

Viking men’s soccer team takes Essex 2-1

PHOTO | CJ HARKER

By Val DaGrain
Reporter

The Mercer Men’s soccer team
met their old region rivals, Essex County College, on the
frigid night of Tuesday, October
1 and won with a score of 2-1
score.
“[It was] an important game,”
as Mercer’s Coach Povia put
it, “because it will probably be
between us and them for who
wins the region.” The Wolverines came down to Mercer with
an 8-0 record (3-0 in the region), and were ranked third in
the country.
The game got interesting early
as Essex scored a quick goal just
five minutes into the game. Despite the early goal, the game
remained tight.
About half way through the
first half, Essex’s Jean-Lively
Joseph (#11) was injured in an
mid-air collision, and Kevin
Jamison (#16) took his place.
Three minutes before the first
half ended, Mercer’s sophomore defenseman Robin Patton
(#23) snuck a header past Es-

sex’s goalie to tie the game up
heading into the locker room at
the half.
Play remained evenly
matched in the second half, but
the Mercer men came out a bit
more aggressively, getting a few
more shots on goal overall then
did Essex (5-3 shots-on-goal).
The game got a bit intense when
Mercer had a goal discounted
with twenty-nine minutes remaining in the game, because
a Mercer player had run into
Essex’s goalie. The home crowd
showed their emotions, with
boos and and yells of disapproval from the bleachers.
Just two minutes after the
controversial goal was discounted, Mercer’s Sophomore
forward Rockie Kazouh, gave
the fans what they wanted with
a game clinching header of his
own. The crowd erupted.
Mercer’s defense held for
the remaining minutes despite
strong ball handling from Essex.
“This is a big win,” Coach Povia said after the game. The win
puts the Mercer men at a 5-3 record for the season.

PHOTO | CJ HARKER

TOP: Mercer player Rockie Kazouh battles for the ball against Essex
player Mamadou Barry. ABOVE: Mercer player Rockie Kazouh
catches up to Essex’s player Kewri Pickersgill.

Lady Vikings beat old rival Essex 2-0
By Val DaGrain
Reporter

The Lady Vikings soccer team
came out on top, in a 2-0 win,
against Essex County College on Wednesday October 6,
boosting their record to 6-6.
“Soccer is a physical
game,” said the coach of the Essex County Lady Wolverines.
But in a game where the action
was stopped on four separate
occasions so that players could
be carried off the field, that
would be a huge understatement.

Ironic in a way, because Mercer head coach Jodi
Riccardi said before the game
that she wanted her players to
“avoid injury.” The Viking women have been battling injuries
since day one of the season. No
one was seriously injured in the
game.
The
aggressiveness
wasn’t reserved for just the
players on the field either. With
just over five minutes left to
play in the first half, an argument erupted in the stands after Freshman defender Marissa
Segal (#10) collided in mid air
with Essex Goalie Leidy Cardo-

na (#11).
Fans from both sides
exchanged words and one man
in the stands had to be held
back. Marissa missed the rest
of the first half, in which both
teams were held scoreless in intense play, but came back in to
play again in the second half.
The second half was
promising, and the ladies delivered a fast paced, high activity
match. More of the same fast
pace, smash mouth soccer that
spectators were cheering for in
the first half. The game quickly
switched gears when Mercer
first-year forward Jess Villalba

(#8) scored the game’s first goal
with 39 minutes remaining in
the second, to put the lady Vikings up by one.
With plenty of soccer
left to play, the women of Essex
County didn’t shy away, and
Mercer stood their ground.
While
Essex
was
searching for a break in the
defense to capitalize with an
equalizer, Mercer’s Cristina
Alonso (#15) launched a controversial,
game-clinching
goal off the post and across the
threshold with just twelve minutes left in the game.
“Where most teams

would have gave up, Essex
showed heart,” said sophomore
defender Brittney Fornarotto
(#9). At the end of the day, Mercer’s defense just proved too
tough, only allowing three shots
on goal all night.
“The girls found a great
balance,” said Coach Riccardi,
referring to the way they were
able to play tough defense and
at the same time translate those
defensive stops into fast breaks
and shots on goal.
Mercer’s next game
will be a Region XIX play-off’s
first round. The time and place
are TBA. Check mccc.edu.



the college

10 - 18 - 10

By Miki Reed
Reporter

17

Fall TV recommendations


TV 101

voice

Ratings Key

So good you’ll be
heading to Hulu to
stream previous
seasons.

CRIMINAL MINDS

People will be
talking about it. A
show that could
become addictive.

Worth TiVoing, but
not worth missing
class for.

Even your parents
won’t watch this.

DESPERATE HOUSEWIVES DANCING WITH THE STARS

A good criminal show is something that everyone
can get engrossed in. Criminal Minds gives you the
suspense, action and even drama all in one. In addition to solving crimes each member of the group
has their own personal issues that unravel little by
little each season giving you more insight to each
character. Now on its sixth season, the show is still
going strong with just as much intensity as its very
first season. This season the group of 7 behavioral
analysts in the BAU(behavioral analysis unit) was
reduced to 6 with JJ having to be reassigned. This
left the group devastated but determined to get her
back some way. In addition to trying to make their
group whole again, the need for their expertise in
solving murders is still needed all over the country.
You can catch Criminal Minds on CBS on Wednesdays at 9pm and solve cases right along with the
BAU!

Bree, Susan, Lynette and Gabrielle make up the
main housewives on Wisteria Lane in season 7 of
Desperate Housewives. In past seasons murder,
mystery and, of course, gossip and drama made
up this enticing TV show. This first episode premiered September 26 and already has the viewer
contemplating the ideas of revenge and perhaps
even a saucy new romance. The end of the first
episode leaves you wanting to know the outcomes of all the secrets, plots and decisions that
each of the characters have to deal with. Where
is Gabrielle’s real daughter, is Paul Young plotting
revenge, and is there history between Tom and
Renee? You can catch Desperate Housewives on
ABC at 9pm on Sunday nights. If you like to be
surprised watch this show!

GLEE

THE OFFICE

The jock, the ditz, the smart one, the cute couple,
all the stock high school characters appear in this
hilarious show, but each is given a modern-day
twist that makes the show fresh. Glee aims at the
younger crowd, but that’s not to say your mom or
dad won’t like it if they give it a try. Several things
makes the show have a powerful edge. The first
feature is the song and dance numbers that are
central to every show. Second is the absurd interactions between the characters, especially the
sumptuously evil cheerleading coach, Sue Sylvester, played by Jane Lynch with a sinister abandon that Cruella de Ville would admire. A final
key element is the up-to-date cultural references
and social satire. As for the music, some have
said the first season got bogged down in campy
show tunes. This season seems to be headed in a
more modern direction. The second episode, for
example, was dedicated to Britney Spears (who
made a guest appearance) and consisted of the
cast reenacting some of her most popular music
videos while still keeping up with the clever comedy. A warning to those who don’t like constant
singing; if this is you, this is not the show for you.
If you want a little flashback into high school or
just want a good laugh, catch Glee on Fox Tuesdays at 8pm.

You’re better off
watching reruns of
Gidget.

You know Steve Carell from many comedy movies such as Evan Almighty, The 40 Year Old Virgin
and, more recently, Dinner for Schmucks. The
character Carell is best known for is Michael Scott
on The Office. Michael is the boss in the office
who is the butt of many jokes, as is his sidekick
Dwight. The setting for this show is in a modern
day workplace where we witness everything that
goes on during the characters’ day. Sound dull?
It’s not. Carell is central to the success with his
uncanny knack for satire. Each episode includes
a familiar situation that we’ve all either experienced and wished we could speak up about at
work, or which seems familiar even if we haven’t
experienced it. Michael, who fancies himself a
true renaissance man, addresses these situations
using constant, self-conscious and inappropriate behavior and ideas which each cast member
comments on throughout each episode. Need
some ideas on how to make your job more entertaining? Need a healthy dose of workplace snark?
Watch The Office on NBC Thursdays at 9pm

Who doesn’t love a good dancing show? Dancing
with the Stars is now in its eleventh season with
new celebrities and new dancing routines. This
season has The Situation, Brandy, The “Hoff,”
Bristol Palin and many others working with their
partners to learn the intense choreography in order to impress the saucy judges and avoid elimination. The opening episode showed promise
of a good competition from each set of partners.
There are a couple former football players in this
season’s competition which should prove interesting to see how well they move on the dance
floor. In the past, the sports heroes either won or
flamed out early. Palin is also a significant draw.
Tune in to ABC Mondays at 8pm and see the
mayhem unfold.

HOUSE

He’s smart, he’s mean, he’s funny, he’s angry, he’s
good at his job, he’s brutally honest, he’s the Sherlock Holmes of medicine, he’s an addict, he’s aggressive, he’s handicapped, he’s suave, he’s probably certifiable. In this season, Gregory House, is
back and better than ever. House, who has always
kept away from relationships, preferring the company of cheap tricks to actual intimacy, becomes
involved with his flaming hot boss Dr. Lisa Cuddy.
Cuddy and House have a history of flirtation not
unlike that of Sam and Diane on Cheers or Maggie and Joel on Northern Exposure. Both of those
comedies had trouble keeping the steam going
after a while. Can House keep the momentum
going once the relationship becomes a reality?
The medical procedural aspects hold the rest of
the show together. This season promises not only
the same witty diagnostic part of the show that
worked before but with the evolving romance as
a backdrop. House himself becomes more bearable while also becoming more intense as he tries
to figure out his place with Cuddy. Tune in to Fox
Tuesdays at 8pm to test your medical knowledge
and watch the drama unfold.
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Viewpoints

Tyler Clementi, a freshman at Rutgers University, is one of eleven gay and lesbian teenagers in the United States who
committed suicide between September 9 and October 5. The suicides have drawn attention to a sad fact: despite continuing strides towards acceptance in our country, LGBT and questioning youth are still at higher risk for suicide than their
heterosexual peers.
A 2001 study published in the American Journal of Public Health found that LGBT teenagers are 2.3-2.5 times more
likely to commit suicide than heterosexual teens. According to the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention, many
LGBT suicides can be directly attributed to “anti-gay stigma expressed through bullying, harassment and violence.”
On September 22, Tyler Clementi posted to his Facebook profile, “Jumping off the gw bridge sorry.” Days before,
he had asked his roommate if he could use their room for a few hours. Clementi’s roommate, Dharum Ravi, agreed. On
September 19, Ravi posted to his Twitter feed that he had used a webcam to spy on Clementi “making out with a dude.
Yay.” On September 21, Ravi used his webcam to secretly broadcast a sexual encounter between Clementi and another
man over the internet.
Ravi did more than violate Clementi’s privacy; he targeted Clementi’s sexual orientation as something to be made
fun of, jeered at, much as a schoolyard bully points at his target and encourages other students to laugh. Some of us hear
the word “bullying” and simply think, “teasing.” However, for many LGBT and questioning teenagers, being bullied means
much more.
The truth is, bullying is a form of abuse. It involves hatred, coercion and even psychological manipulation. It
takes many forms in the lives of LGBT teenagers. Not only are many of us harassed by our peers; in the worst cases, we face
hostility in the very institutions that our society asks us to trust the most, including our schools and places of worship, and
from the people who are closest to us, including our families. Many marginalized groups are bullied; few, however, are bullied in their own homes. For that matter, few are bullied as egregiously by their own lawmakers – through rulings such as
Proposition 8 in California and policies such as “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” in the military – as the LGBT people of this country
right now.
In general, bullying is overlooked, especially in relation to sexual orientation and gender identity. Gay, lesbian,
bisexual, and transgender people aren’t the only ones at risk. According to the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention, “adolescents whose appearance and personality traits do not conform to prescribed gender roles are often the target
of anti-gay stigma, regardless of whether they consider themselves to be gay or lesbian.”
As students at Mercer, we have a responsibility to speak out against bullying. Mercer has a system that allows
students to file complaints against other students as well as faculty and staff for harassment, but the system isn’t nearly
straightforward enough, and no student at the college should feel harassed to the point where he or she experiences suicidal thoughts.
For those who are being bullied, there are caring people on campus who can help you. This fall, Mercer officially
launched a “Safe Space” program focused on making LGBT and questioning students feel safe and accepted regardless of
their sexual orientation or gender identity. Faculty and staff who are part of the program have “Safe Space” stickers on their
office doors, and they want to help you.
Other resources on campus include the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Friends club (the LGBTF), which
has an office in room SC118 in the Student Center and meets every Friday at noon, and Dr. Valerie Brooks-Klein, Mercer’s
school counselor, who can be found in the Student Success Center one flight above the LGBTF office.
Off campus, another resource for LGBT and questioning teenagers is The Trevor Project. Among other programs,
The Trevor Project offers a 24-hour hotline for suicide prevention at 1-866-4-U-TREVOR. If you need someone to talk to
and can’t think of anybody to call, please call them.
At the end of the day we must ask what we have done to stop bullying. We must ask this question not only of ourselves as students but also of our faculty, staff and administrators.
In Spring 2009, two LGBTF members and Mercer students were victims of a hate crime at a diner nearby the college. One member was punched in the face while the other called the police. The next day, the student who called the
police delivered a letter to the faculty advisor of the LGBTF. He wrote, “I am a gay man. My father won’t talk to me about
that. My friends won’t talk to me about that. The people that I help just end up getting hurt, getting punched and verbally
abused....I am a fuck up, a failure.”
Mercer students are just as vulnerable to the effects of hatred as a student like Tyler Clementi at Rutgers. We must
do everything in our power to create an environment of acceptance, to help the Tyler Clementis of our own campus.
Please think about this.

								

The LGBTF

Principles vs. Passions: Which Way is Our World turning?
EssayBy Chikasamara Amu-Nnadi
Reporter
Recently in Philosophy Club, we had
a political forum in which we discussed the topic of Principles and
Passions about the Islamic Center
near Ground
Zero. Passions are
any compelling feelings, such as
love or hate. Principles are fundamental doctrines and tenets. The
ethos guiding our topic was: How
you are not entitled to be wrong?
Professor Howarth explained that
the connotation on the word entitled placed responsibility on everyone to give opinions that were
reasonable and responsible. Only
one who has properly weighed his
or her opinions before drawing a
conclusion may consider themselves
to be correct. As the discussion
proceeded, the club realized the
word passion connotes heavy emotions, good or bad. Society can
create a forum for all reasonable and responsible opinions by
adhering to universal principles,
though in this modern day passions
(good or bad) are governing the
answers to most major disputes.
During the forum, some

stated that some Americans feel
that the building is disrespectful, while others stated that Imam
Feisal Abdul Rauf, the leader of
the Islamic center, has the constitutional right to build in the
land he bought before 9/11 occurred. Some said, “just because
you have an absolute right to do
something does not mean you should
do it,” especially if it offends
others.
The problem is that both
sides’ passions are warranted.
There lies a burden on both sides
to be understanding.
Imam
Rauf
has to show over time his intentions are righteous. The other
side has to forgo their apprehension and find a way to interact with
the center. Thomas Jefferson said,
“No man has a natural right to commit aggression on the equal rights
of another, and this is all from
which the laws ought to restrain
him.” Opinions are our natural
right, but since it can be so easy
for one’s right to conflict with another’s, principles are needed as
a constraint. Jefferson must have
known Mercer students with varying
passions needed some constraints
for civil discourse. I hope it is

not too late but thanks Thomas.
According to Time Magazine
writer Pelin Turgut, Israel will
ease its blockade of the Hamasrun Gaza strip after a raid on a
Turkish aid flotilla killed nine.
Israel has agreed to allow certain
items in. Turkey is still upset,
and their dissent has shown up in
certain decisions. For example,
they “voted against a US resolution for sanctions on Iran.” Turkey has a right to want to send aid
to the Gaza strip. Israel needs
to ensure that Hamas cannot regain
power. Alas, there were no principles being followed. Now both
sides are placating their feelings
and the problem continues to exist.
Christopher Dickey of Newsweek writes that “Nicolas Sarkozy has requested that naturalized French citizens should be
stripped of their nationality for
certain crimes.” Sarkozy’s sudden
shift to the passions of the right
has raised his approval ratings.
Should there not be discreet principles to guide France in making
new policies? Or will they always
be shifting to the desires of the
overarching opinions regardless of

its fairness?
Peroshni Govender from Mail
and Guardian Online states that
“after a month of strikes in South
Africa by public workers, union
leaders have agreed to the government’s 7.5% wage increase.”
Govender explains the strike “cost
the government 1 billion a day.”
Since the government adhered to
its own passions and did not compromise, they lost a lot of money.
Following universal principles would make transactions
among people easier. Since the
people with varying passions are
the ones who will have to create
these universal principles, this
idea is easy to state but difficult
to implement. Around the world,
passions still are the fundamental
judge of conflict. Principles are
what allows people with conflicting passions to sit at King Arthur’s round table (remember all
the knights of England coming together to ensure England’s safety)
or else any gains that could have
been made through compromise and
cooperation will be lost.
Send in your thoughts. Do
you think today’s conflicts are
solved based on principles or
based on passions?
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T

here is often discussion and debate about
how college students
dress, but what about the
professors? Does the way a
professor dresses have an effect on the students in their
classes? Yes. While it may not
affect whether students like
the professor, it will affect
how seriously or professionally they are taken by their
students.
In her article ‘Can’t
We Be Smart and Look
Good, Too?’ published in the
Chronicle of Higher Education in 2009, Rachel Toor, assistant professor of creative
writing at Eastern Washington University wrote, “Because most of us on the faculty do not have to show up
for a job from 9 to 5 to meet
with clients we are trying to
woo, we are able to care less
about appearing “professional,” at least as it’s commonly defined. Coming to
class in disheveled clothes
may even be a political intervention to show your students that what you have to
say is more important than
whether you brush your
hair, but still, sometimes hair
brushing (or beard trimming
or food-on-shirt removal) is
in order.”
She went on to say,
“I am comfortable with the
frumpiness endemic to academe -- I find it quaint and
endearing -- but I squirm
when I hear people complain
about those who are better
coiffed or groomed, implying
that they are somehow not
‘serious’.”
Being highly educated does not mean that
there are lower standards of
professional dress for you. So
what is okay and not okay to
wear for professors? Let me
explain the rules. As a student, I am here to give you
these helpful tips for free.
Cover Up. This is my
top rule. As a professor, you
are a role model for the college students of our genera-

Editorial Policy:
The College VOICE is written and edited by students of Mercer
County Community College and published every 3 weeks under
the advisement of a faculty adviser. The material printed in The
College VOICE, be it articles, advertisements or opinion pieces,
does not necessarily represent the views of the editors, the faculty,
staff, administration or the board of trustees of Mercer County
Community College.

tion. Therefore, it is important
to cover yourself up. It is not
appropriate to wear a short
jean skirt, or clothes you could
have just mowed your lawn in.
Lavalle Williams, second year student in Culinary
Arts, said the way professors
dress “sets an example; that’s
how [professors] are supposed
to dress. [Professors] are professionals, they’re getting paid
to do their profession.”
Clean It Up. This is my
second rule. I understand you
might be hot in the classrooms
that seem not to have working
thermostats, or that you might
have been running from your
car or office to be on time.
However, does this mean that
we, your students, have to listen to you as your armpit stains
are waved in front of us? Is this
a professional manner? Certainly not. The chance ketchup stain you got at lunch and
couldn’t get rid of is normal,
but the shirt you wore just a
couple days ago with the same
stain is not.
Bekou Robert, first
year student said, “[Professors]
can’t look like they just came
off the street; you have to present yourself a little bit more.”
Buy the Right Size. This
would be my last rule. This is
the rule I see professors often
do not think about or show
concern for. I had a professor
who dressed very appropriately
in terms of clean and covering
clothing. She would, however,
wear shirts that would expose
her stomach when she raised
her arm to point to something
on the overhead. It was weird.
How do you not notice
or care that your stomach is exposed to your students while
lecturing? And if you do notice, why don’t you care?
This means, professors, when you put on
a shirt in the morning
do a little test. Raise
your arms. If your shirt
doesn’t come above
				
your pant line, you’re
Now I’m not saying you have to
okay. If you look in
trade comfort for professionalism.
the mirror before
Don’t get me wrong here. Jeans are
you leave and your
professional when they’re the right size
muffin top is visand paired with a shirt that is not showible under a shirt
ing too much cleavage or, for men, shirts
that is obviously
of thin material that show the imprint of
too tight, save it
your belly button through.
for the weekThese type of things are distractend.
ing to the students and are the opposite of
what you want us to be thinking about while
you’re lecturing.
So don’t be afraid to dress it up a little.
Dressing down is not some type of proof
that you’re too intelligent to care about your
looks because, as students, the only thing
we’re thinking is, “Can’t you brush your
hair?”
Write to
The College VOICE!
Do you have something to say? The College VOICE accepts letters to
the editor. Submissions should be no more than 300 words; longer
submissions may be shortened. Submit materials in electronic
format, and include your name and status at Mercer (major and
year, faculty or staff position or alumnus). All materials submitted
become the property of The College VOICE, which reserves the
right to reject or edit material based on length, taste or clarity.

How to contact us:
e-mail: kellysmith369@gmail.com
phone: (609) 586-4800 ext. 3594
write to: The College VOICE
Mercer County College
PO Box B
Trenton, NJ 08690
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JUST 4 FUN
horoscopes

ASK THE VOICE: good answers to tough questions
Help is
here!

Dear Voice,
If a security officer
kicks you off campus,
would you return
without thinking
twice?
-Banned
Dear Banned,
The proper way to
go about this is to
steal his golf cart and
drive around as long
as possible; use your
heavy foot!
-The Voice
_____

3x - F MINUS

Dear Voice,
A guy in the library
yesterday continuously
walked past me and
caressed my shoulder,
the last time he wasn’t
wearing pants. How
would you handle
this?
-Fondled
Dear Fondled,
Ask a librarian. They
can help you find the
answer in that handy
online data base. Ebsco
Host has the answer to
everything.
-The Voice
_____
Dear Voice,
I just caught my BFF
sleeping with my BF
and I’m all like WTF?
How do I get that ho

out of my crib, KWIM?
- Irit8ed
Dear Irit8ed,
OMG. IMHO u need
2 ditch the BF ASAP
or the ho will BBL.
Besides, u have better
things 2 do with ur time.
Like learning even more
obscure text message
abbreviations.
-The Voice.
_____
NOTE: THIS FEATURE IS
FOR ENTERTAINMENT
PURPOSES ONLY. ANY
RESEMBLANCE TO
ACTUAL PROBLEMS IS
PURELY COINCIDENTAL.

Capricorn

Dec. 22 - Jan. 19
Don’t let your work
suffer too much all in
the name of fun. Hard
work now will reap far
greater rewards than
you ever realized it
could. Think transfer
schools!

Taurus
Apr. 20 - May 20
Summer is over and
it’s time to transition
into something new.
Try to broaden your
horizons in every aspect
of your daily life. Take
up a sport, make a new
friend, have fun with it.

Virgo

Aug. 23 - Sept. 22
You must have done
something right
because this month
will be filled with
an abundance of
luck for you. Money,
relationships, school
you name it you got it!

Aquarius

Jan. 20 - Feb. 18
Things have been going
well for you this month
thanks to all your hard
work. Keep up the good
work and you might
get a surprise around
Halloween and it’s not
just candy!

Gemini

May 21 - Jun. 20
You have been focused
on so many things this
month that your brain
is on overload. Do a
little meditation and get
things in order. You’ll
regret it if you don’t.

Libra

Sept. 23 - Oct. 22
You’re finally getting
settled into your new
routine and you’re
ready to meet some
new people. Why not
try saying hi to that
hottie you see every
day.

2x the Get Fuzzy and Dilbert!

Pices

Feb. 19 - Mar. 20
Your friends have been
missing you. Even
though you’re in the
throes of midterms,
try to find a balance
between work and
relationships - there IS
time for both. !

Cancer

Jun. 21 - Jul. 22
Fall is full of changes for
you, don’t be afraid of
them. Everything you
go through brings you
one step closer to your
goals for the long term.

Scorpio

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
Sometimes you feel a
little neglected but rest
assured your family
loves you more than
you ever could possibly
imagine and soon your
patience with them will
be rewarded mightily.

Aries

Mar. 21 - Apr. 19
This month don’t forget
to thank those around
you that have been
helping you out. Cook
a nice dinner, host a
movie night, party, you
decide.

Leo

Jul. 23 - Aug. 22
Here comes winter! Fall
fashion, leaves falling
and maybe even time to
find a special someone
to cuddle up with to
keep warm. Aw yeah.

Sagittarius

Nov. 22 - Dec. 21
Money has been a little
tight lately and you
know why. It’s time to
make a budget and stick
to it. Plus, do you really
need to blow a hundred
bucks on fall clothes?
Last year’s fashions can
be spiced up for cheap.

