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Controversy clouds 9/11 memorial in NYC
By Daniela Rocha
Senior Reporter

VOICE senior reporter Daniela
Rocha was sent to Ground Zero
to record the reactions of those
present and protesting on the
ninth anniversary of 9/11.
On the ninth anniversary of the
World Trade Center attacks,
thousands gathered at Ground
Zero to pay their respects to
those who lost their lives on
9/11. As people mourned, tensions were high due to the furor
over the proposed Islamic Cultural Center near the site and
the threats of Florida pastor
Terry Jones that he would burn
Qurans.
At 8:46 AM, the time
the North tower was struck,
a moment of silence was observed.
Though thousands
were gathered there, it was the
quietest time many on-lookers
had ever experienced in this
city. Only the sound of the wind
could be heard.
Entrance to the actual
Ground Zero site itself was restricted to registered family
members and registered media
only. In the public area outside
the site, protesters quietly secured their spots while others
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Protesters marching against the proposed Islamic Cultural Center near Ground Zero after the 9/11
commemoration ceremony.
silently listened to the names of
the victims read by their family
members.
Once the ceremony
ended, the quiet didn’t last
long.
In the public area, a
painting titled “Atrocity 9/11”
by artist Marc Rubin inspired
strong reactions from bystanders. The large mural painted in

vibrant colors shows the Statue
of Liberty kneeling down with
her head in her hands, crying.
Though her lamp is still held
high, her book of law has fallen
to the ground, stabbed with a
sword bearing an Islamic crescent moon and star symbol.
Blood spurts from wound in the
book. Behind Liberty, plumes
of red and black smoke rise

from the destruction of the towers. Angels with golden wings
hover the smoke while the eerie gray hands of all the buried
dead reach out from the clouds
of smoke.
Due to the recent controversy surrounding the proposed Islamic Cultural Center
near Ground Zero and the proposed “International Burn a

students registering in person.
If you register online, no signature is required.
One sentiment shared
by both Azhir and Bajaj was
that more orientation would
be helpful for meeting faculty

members, picking appropriate
courses and getting basic information about the campus.
“I understand it’s a
community college, but I think
that it would be a good thing
[to have more orientation] so

Koran Day,” viewers had widely
varying interpretations of the
painting. Some thought the
stabbed book was the Quran,
while others thought it was the
bible.
“Even though I was
not personally affected by the
happenings of 9/11, I am here
to pay respect, especially because this is a very trying year.
But this picture does not represent how I feel right now. I am
very emotional and this picture
paints the opposite of unity,”
said Jamie Potter, a young man
in his late 20’s.
“I am worried about
what reaction this painting will
evoke from people; this is not
the kind of display I expected to
see here at Ground Zero,” said
Paul Humphies from Seattle.
“This is going to be one of the
biggest deals here today,” he
predicted.
Reverend
Noconda
LeGrand of Brooklyn said,
“The torch symbolizes wanting
peace [but] I don’t understand
the Bible part. It’s not respecting people who have lost their
lives - it’s a memorial; it’s not
fair.”
Rubin stood by his
painting. “One doesn’t have to
See MUSLIMS page 3

As new year begins, advising system comes under scrutiny
By Anna Bosted
Reporter

For Mercer students, fall classes began August 30, amid heat
and confusion. With add/drop
deadlines approaching, notices
about tuition payments papering the doors of the financial
aid office, and students forming
lines at the doors of the Student
Center, a certain level of panic
and frustration, from both students and staff, can be detected.
Suraj Bajaj, a third year
Plant Sciences major said, “It’s
always hectic, because one, the
people just don’t seem to give a
shit, which is off-putting...If you
don’t know exactly what you
want, they can’t help you. Once
I registered for the wrong campus and they wouldn’t give me
the course number; they told
me to get it myself.”
In contrast, first year
Music major Yasmin Azhir had

the opposite experience and
spoke of her hassle-free experience registering for classes in
the advising office, “I worked
with an advisor, we looked at
the scores I got on my tests, and
we got my schedule picked out
there.”
At Mercer, advising is
primarily based on walk-ins at
the advising office in the Student Center. “Since we never
really seem to have a shortage
of students coming in, we’ve
never attempted per se to reach
out to students,” said Academic
Advisor Diane Romulus.
Many students who
find the advising office frustrating, like Bajaj, prefer to register
online because it allows them
to reduce unnecessary human
interactions. Last year, signs
were posted around campus
saying that an advisor’s signature was needed to register for
classes, but that only applied to
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it doesn’t feel like high school.
If people knew where things
were before they arrived things
would run more smoothly,” Bajaj explained.
See ADVISING page 6
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Despite state budget cuts, NJ STARS program is saved
By Dmitry Gurvits
Senior Reporter

Mercer student Melody Hicks
knew early in her high school
career that she would attend
college here. “It’s very hard for
the middle class to get scholarships, ” Hicks said, noting that
often middle income families
earn too much to gain tuition
assistance but earn too little to
pay for college.
Despite having a 3.9
GPA and being ranked third in
her graduating class, Hicks felt
that attending Mercer after high
school was the financially responsible thing to do.
Through her older
sister Cheryl, Hicks found the
state-funded New Jersey Student Tuition Assistance Reward Scholarship (NJ STARS),
which was almost axed from the
FY2011 state budget by Governor Christie.
NJ STARS is a meritbased scholarship program
that provides free tuition for up
to five semesters, at their local
community college, to each of
the state’s high school seniors
who are in the top 15% of their
graduating class and have less
than $250,000 in household income.
The NJ STARS program
was saved in part by its obvious
appeal, and in part by the New
Jersey Council of Community
Colleges, a group of the state’s
19 community college presidents including Mercer President Patricia Donohue.
Hicks says she was
“really devastated” when she
received a letter from New Jersey’s Higher Education Student
Assistance Authority (HESAA)
informing her that NJ STARS
was slated to be cut from the
2011 budget, and that her funding was gone.
“The STARS program
was basically the reason I was
going to Mercer. Otherwise I
would have focused more on
getting other scholarships so
that I could have a college education. It was just a let down.
I thought it was terrible how
they could tell you that you had
something and then it was taken away,” she said.
Recognizing the mu-
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NJ STARS table at Club Day on September 9. From Left to Right: Kayleen Zuczek, Co-Vice President; Brianna
Hendrick, Secretary; Becky Lewark, President; Brianna Hendrick, Secretary; and Christine Johnson, Treasurer.

tual benefit to students and to
the college, Dr. Donohue joined
her colleagues on the NJCCC
in a month-long lobbying effort to preserve NJ STARS. In a
May interview with The VOICE,
Dr. Donohue said that “the
community college leadership
has worked very hard with the
Governor’s office and the legislature to save [STARS] for new
students.”
On June 23, 2010, the
Press of Atlantic City reported
that the NJCCC and the New
Jersey Governor’s Office had
reached a compromise, and
the state would provide $1 million to fund the program for the
2010-2011 academic year. The
remainder of the funding for the
approximately 4500 students
taking advantage of NJ STARS
will come from the community
colleges themselves.
“I was so relieved, I
think I almost cried,” said Hicks
when she read the letter HESAA sent her in July 2010 about
the restoration of NJ STARS. “I
would have had to find some
scholarship and try to apply for
it” to stay at Mercer, “so it was
just utter relief. I was so happy,”
that STARS was saved, she said.
Key players in the
NJCCC’s efforts were STARS
students themselves. In a re-

cent interview, NJCCC Spokesman Jacob Farbman said that
the NJCCC gathered STARS
students from around the state
that advisors had designated as
“student ambassadors.”
“[Student
ambassadors] are our advocacy group.
They’re the ones who, when
there’s a public hearing about
the budget...testify about the
importance of the STARS program,” said Farbman. “[STARS]
students carry far more credibility speaking to people about
the benefits of community colleges than I ever could,” he added.
Mercer’s Vice President of Academic Affairs, Guy
Generals, sees NJ STARS as a
win-win for both the college
and the students. He says Mercer would not be the same without NJ STARS students. “The
tendency, and this is supported
by research, is that [NJ STARS
students] influence other students around them,” he said.
He added that the “academic
impact [of NJ STARS students]
is fairly significant.
Echoing Dr. Generals
words, STARS students feel that
the program is mutually beneficial. “For the college, they get
good students that want to learn
something; for us, [the GPA

threshold] keeps us motivated
to try and learn something,”
said Judy Henry, second year NJ
STARS student. STARS students
must maintain a 3.0 grade point
average to keep their scholarship.
Henry also feels grateful for the opportunity to be an
NJ STAR. “You keep up your
GPA so you don’t get screwed
and have to pay money. I love NJ
STARS, it saves us. Thank God,”
she said.
And this dynamic extends beyond the classroom, Dr.
General’s noted. NJ Stars students are “very much involved
in the life and community activities of the college. They [help
to] maintain and enable the vibrancy of the college.”
Balancing increased academic rigor and extra-curricular activities is a challenge that
NJ STARS students meet with
determination and humor.
“I guess you kind of
have to laugh at things. I try not
to take things seriously, otherwise I think too much, and realize that I’m at Mercer,“ said Judy
Henry, second year NJ STARS
student. “NJ STARS does keep
me from running in front of a
security cart, especially because
I don’t have to worry about the
money,” she added.

President of the NJ
STARS Student Club Becky
Lewark says that despite the
stigma surrounding community colleges, she feels Mercer
can take her places. A high
school classmate “told me
they thought I was going to
graduate and make something
of myself. It’s pretty disappointing. Just because I’m at
Mercer doesn’t mean that I’m
lazy, doesn’t mean I picked the
13th grade as an easy choice,”
she said, “I’m an academically
motivated person, so I joined
Honors classes.”
Data about graduation rates and the average GPA
of NJ STARS students is limited, despite a 2006 report by
HESAA that called for a study
to track the progress of NJ
STARS students by the 20092010 academic year. Budgetary constraints and legislative
changes made the study impossible during the report’s
prescribed time frame.
However, anecdotal
evidence abounds. Mercer’s NJ
STARS faculty advisor Diane
Rizzo said that STARS students
“have this incredible capacity to juggle so much.” Rizzo
added that “they’re highly involved students in the college,
many of them work on top of
that, all while trying to maintain an adequate transfer GPA.
And that is a lot to balance for
any student.”
This juggling act helps
motivate other students to be
more academically focused,
said Rizzo. “It’s a great asset to
have academically serious students as role models here,” she
said.
Now that she is a student here, Melody Hicks said
she is happy with her decision
to come to Mercer. “I really enjoy Mercer. I’m a member of
FBLA [Future Business Leaders of America], and I really
like it. Also, I like the professors, so far.”
Lewark, who hopes
to attend law school after getting a bachelor’s degree, says
that academic rigor, the extracurricular activities and her
job will “help her go to a good
school.” She said, “I’m raping
Mercer for all it’s worth.”

Lady Vikings look for new energy with smaller team
By Uniquea Antley
Reporter

Although Mercer’s women’s basketball team has fewer players
and is shorter than last year’s
team, they are hoping to meet or
exceed last year’s winning season.
Last season, the Lady
Vikings basketball team had a final record of 21 games won and
9 lost. Early in the season, Mercer
beat Burlington County with a
score of 80-60 but an end-of-season game against the same team
finished in a 59-64 loss that prevented the Vikings from going to
the national tournament.

Head Coach Mike Tenaglia is confident about the upcoming season. “Well, I’m looking forward to it, obviously. We
have good athletes. I think we
should have a competitive season.” However, he concedes, “our
biggest draw back is that we’re
not a very tall basketball team.”
Aiming to rekindle their
success are several veteran players who are returning to the team.
Forwards Alexis Sweet, team captain Azaria Crews, and Showana
Paul are all back for another year.
When asked about the
previous season, Paul, a five foot
two inch sophomore point guard,
said “Everybody played well and

at their best overall.” She went on
to note that the team was undefeated on their home court in the
previous season.
About prospects for the
upcoming season, Paul says, “It’s
still too early to tell for the new
players. I feel as though they have
to play in their first game to get
the full experience and then you
can kind of tell from there. But
as far as the sophomore players from last season, yes, they all
ready for this new season.”
Other challenges facing
the Vikings this season include
the fact that the team has fewer
players as last year and there are
many new players. Paul said, “Al-

though there’s more short to medium height players, we haven’t
lost our touch with rebounds and
lay ups.”
Coach Tenaglia plans to
leverage the team’s diminutive
stature by playing a fast-paced,
high-pressure game. “We’ll probably have to play a more uptempo
game offensively and defensively,
without the big post players,” the
team had last year.
Mercer’s strongest competition this season will be Union
County, Burlington County and
Manor College.
One player Paul encourages fans to keep an eye on is forward Marelys Williams, who may

hoops
season
preview
be a standout on the court this
season.
“Although it’s too soon
to tell the outcome of the season just yet because we are still
in the preseason stage, I overall
want the team to come out aggressively and strong for as long
as possible, and hungry to win,”
Paul said.
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Furor over proposed Islamic Cultural Center surrounds 9/11 memorial
By Daniela Rocha
Senior Reporter

Cont. from pg. 1
say anything; when words are
gone, the images will remain,”
he said. According to Rubin,
the painting represents unity,
healing, a place to stand behind. “Now we can move on,
the past is behind,” he said.
About the proposed
Islamic Cultural Center, Rubin
is against it being built there.
He said, “When people step on
your feet, you have to let them
know it’s wrong. Not there - it’s
called bad manners.”
Paul Humphies’ prediction that the Rubin painting would be one of the most
controversial elements of the
day did not prove accurate. By
noon, thousands of supporters
and protesters of the proposed
Islamic Cultural Center clashed
as they rallied in the streets,
holding up crosses, Bibles, Korans and signs. Signs included
phrases such as “No Obama’s
Mosque” and “ Unity & Solidarity, Not Racism and Bigotry.”
Shyla Johnson, a protester holding up a sign that
read “NO GODS, NO MASTERS,
NO TRAGEDIES” is a manager
at the W hotel in Hoboken, NJ.
Asked what her sign meant, she
said that she is an atheist and
responded, “Most of the problems in the world is based on
religion. Religion will never be
eliminated.”
Several young children
who were not yet born on the
day of the attacks were there
protesting with their parents.
One girl, about age five and
wearing a hijab (a head scarf
covering the hair and neck), was
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“Atroity 911” painted by Marc Rubin (right) caused controversy among bystanders and protesters at Ground Zero on 9/11/2010.
holding a sign that said “Jobs,
School, Healthcare. Not Racism
and War.” Beneath that was the
imprint of a group called Bail
out the People Movement and
their website bailoutpeople.
org. Asked if she understood
what her sign said, she replied
no. Asked then why she was
holding it, she answered that
because it was a parade and
that they would use the signs to
march.
Back in West Windsor

several days after 9/11, Mercer
students expressed mixed feelings about the controversies
surrounding the building of an
Islamic Cultural Center near
Ground Zero and Jones’ plans
to burn Qurans.
“I don’t believe that
burning the Quran will solve
anything,”
said
Shavonne
Maynor, a first semester Music major. Maynor continued,
“But I don’t believe they should
build anything over there either,

except for a memorial,” referring to the proposed Islamic
Cultural Center.
While some students
felt that building an Islamic Cultural Center so close to Ground
Zero is a sign of disrespect, others disagreed. “They have no legit reason not to build a mosque
there,” said Kamran Haneef, a
second semester Engineering
Science major. “It has nothing
to do with what happened that
day, it’s just a place of worship,

a community center,” said Haneef.
Even though first-year
Networking major Alessandro
Mazzone was not very familiar
with the controversies, he was
relieved when he found out that
pastor Terry Jones did not go
through with his plans to burn
the Quran. “I am glad he did
not do it; there is a point where
you have to accept that the right
decision must overcome your
rights,” said Mazzone.

First Amendment 5k Run - Walk
Come support First Amendment awareness and educational opportunities for student
journalists in a fun, healthy and patriotic community event!

October 2, 2010 - 9am - Rain or Shine!

At Mercer County Community College, West Windsor, NJ

Registration
Register on site starting at
7:30am - 8:45am. or
online at Active.com

$20 for early registration
$25 day-of registration
Discounts available for teams!
Email : kellysmith369@gmail.com

For More Details Visit the Race Website
http://www.keepithaka.com/Run.html
or visit The VOICE website at www.mcccvoice.org

Prizes
Post race, refreshments, live DJ,
groovy T-shirts for pre-registrants
and all day-of registrants while
supplies last. Trophies for top
finishers. Awards also given for:
Best Depiction of a First Amendment
Right and Most Expressive Outfit.

Questions?
Email: kellysmith369@gmail.com
Please include FA 5k in the subject line!
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Aurelia’s Oratorio rocks McCarter Theatre
By Anna Bosted
Reporter

Aurelia’s Oratorio brought the
house to its feet on Thursday,
September 16 , a week into its
five week run at McCarter Theatre, receiving a well deserved
standing ovation as the curtains closed. The fantastic show
combines acrobatic stunts, wild
dance numbers and witty skits
to create a series of surreal vignettes that will keep audience
members in constant amazement.
The playful performance is based on a concept of
inside-out and upside-down.
The collaborative effort between the mother/daughter
team of Victoria Thierree Chaplin and Aurelia Thierree was
inspired by a series of medieval drawings depicting a backwards life, where priests plowed
fields and peasants preached
sermons from upside-down cathedrals, horses rode men, and
women went to battle in lieu of
knights.
In this modern interpretation, mice chase cats, a
kite flies Aurelia and shadows
walk their men.
While the drawings
that inspired these scenes were
as political as they were comical, Aurelia’s Oratorio takes a
more light hearted approach.
Leading lady Aurelia
Thierree presents herself as a
sexy, curious and wild woman
who initially lives her life out of
dresser. As the vignettes progress, she finds herself moving
through a wonderfully novel
universe where the constraints
of gravity, time and space no
longer apply.
The sense of inversion
was a source of wonder for the
crowd. Though largely silent,
the show was certainly not somber. “It was whimsical and playful; weird in a good way,” said
audience member Marianne
Ackerman.
The strategic staging
and minimalistic props add to

PHOTO | RICHARD HAUGHTON

Aurelia Thierree (center) starring in the playful, surreal upside-down world of Aurelia’s Oratorio,
at McCarter Theatre in Princeton until October 17.
the sense of warped reality by
encouraging the audience to focus intently on each prop. The
use of such few props removes
all distractions. The stage rarely had more on it than a rogue
shirt or a coat rack, and the only
colors to appear on stage were
crimson, black and white.
This severity adds sensuality and a heightened focus
on the subtleties of the performance. The viewer’s eyes are
fixated on the performers and
their emotions, rather than on
the set.
The choice of Aurelia’s Oratorio as McCarter’s Fall
Season opener perhaps serves
as a reflection that the Theater
is seeking to draw in a younger
crowd, while also exposing its
returning patrons and seasonticket holders to the wonders
of modern and non-traditional
theater.
And the show was

Dining Review:
By Lisa Olson
Senior Reporter

Princeton sport fans now have
a cozy niche on Nassau Street
just for them. The Princeton
Sports Bar and Grill (PSB&G) is
the newest addition to the bar
scene. Formerly known as Sotto
Ristorante, PSB&G is the only
place in town that can boast
fifteen 50-inch flat screen TVs
in addition to a massive 100inch projection screen. They
also offer video games, trivia
and a jukebox for music lovers.
Although they score in digital
comforts, sports games, and
service, the one thing they don’t
have is cell phone service!
PSB&G is a dead zone
because it is actually underground. Like Triumph Brewery,
it is located below street level.
The entrance is a flight of stairs
leading down to the host stand.
Once there, you can venture

definitely non-traditional. The
character of Aurelia Thierree
presents herself as an older,
but perhaps not wiser, Alice in
Wonderland. The rich bloodred pumps and tight black dress
worn by Aurelia as she first
leaves her bureau and enters
her fantastical realm instantly
creates sex appeal.
The sensuality, independence and curiosity expressed by Thierree is powerful. Her innocent approach to
the new scenes she encounters
contrasts with the lusty connotations of her lingering cigarette smoke, bright red lipstick
and mascaraed, flickering cat
eyes, toying with the viewer’s
attempts to find consistency in
her actions. As audience member Jim Alsup said, in an instant,
“it could absolutely change
character, without changing
your attitude.”
Thierree’s counterpart,

an assumed suitor who is actually not the fixation of Thierree’s
desires, is played by the superbly charming Jaime Martinez.
Thierree changes costumes often, sometimes donning over-sized men’s coats
which become symbolic of the
dynamic between her and Martinez. In one scene, Thierree
and Martinez share a coat and
pants, each with one arm and
one leg in the clothing, creating the illusion of one headless
man onstage. In another scene,
a dance-battle breaks out and
the two spin each other around
the room, pulling the coat back
and forth.
For Thieree, the show
is all about the audience. “I’m
always more interested in what
people see in it and what they
take away,” she murmured with
an impish smile after the show.
“It can be sheer absurdity. It

bartender’s head. Peruse the
beverage menu, and it becomes
clear that PSB&G is well stocked
with scores of spirits and a variety of drafts on tap such as Flying Fish, Yuengling, Blue Moon,
Brooklyn Octoberfest and Magic Hat.
The food menu has a
lot to offer as well. They serve
typical sports bar appetizers
like wings, mozzarella sticks,
nachos etc, but take note - they
also offer more upscale options
like Ahi Tuna Bruschetta and
Prince Edward Island Mussels.
The average app will set you
back about $8.
For a broke college student, PSB&G can be a place to
grab a meal for around $10 They
serve burgers, wraps, and tasty
brick oven pizza. But don’t get
too excited… the portions are
not very generous. The fish tacos, which should seem like a

plate full of soft shell tacos overflowing with zesty halibut or
mahi-mahi are instead, teeny
tiny tacos, filled with mystery
fish (ahi tuna perhaps?). At this
point, we can ask for crayons
and a coloring book because
the mini tacos paired with the
over sized chair feel infantile.
PSB&G is a family business co-owned by brothers Joe
and Rich Carnevale and their
cousin John Proccocini. They
owned Sotto Ristorante and
transformed it into what it is
now, The Princeton Sports Bar
and Grill. The transformation
took place in July, and the restaurant was closed for a short
ten-day period.
The economic downfall of 2008 turned restaurant
goers away from upscale spots
like Sotto and on the prowl for
cheaper options. So the owners decided to change direction

only works with who is watching.”
Aurelia’s Oratorio is
an overwhelming success.
Despite its surrealism and its
abstract nature, the show is
incredibly in tune with human
emotion and daily life. “What’s
wonderful about this is it’s not
crazy, it’s stuff you do every
day; getting dressed, putting
on shoes, yet every time they
did it, it was hilarious..., it was
sensual, it was so much fun,”
said Aslup.
The McCarter staff
was as thrilled as the audience
with the show. “It was really
well thought through. Every
dance, every costume, every
shoe, the set, to the way the
curtains fell at the end was really well thought through,” said
Ellen Peltz, the Grants Manager for McCarter Theater.
Emily Mann, McCarter’s Artistic Director/Resident Playwright and Timothy
Shields, Managing Director,
spoke glowingly of the performance as well as of lead
actress Aurelia Thierree. “I
know her and I love her, and
I thought she’d be a great way
to start the season,” said Mann.
The surreal performance was
certainly not the conventional
play often associated with a
prestigious theater like McCarter. However, its novelty is
undoubtedly part of its appeal.
Shields explained that the
show is “European, yet accessible to American audiences.”
Beyond its accessibility to American audiences,
Aurelia’s Oratorio is accessible
to audiences of all ages and
backgrounds. The audience,
though dominated by adults
over 40, was intermixed with
younger patrons as well.
To see Aurelia’s Oratorio, or any other McCarter performance, students can purchase tickets for $15 (seats) or
$10 (standing), or public rush
tickets, discounted half-off, the
day of the show at the ticket office.

Princeton Sports Bar & Grill

left into the bar or right into the
larger dining room equipped
with its own satellite bar.
If you take the left and
pass under the dungeon-esque
stone archway, you enter the
unmistakably sports-oriented
bar. The room is dotted with
four sleek bar tables surrounded by over sized leather chairs
which are a bit too low for the
round black tables. In fact, sitting down in one leaves an annoying sense of being too small
for the table, like a toddler in
desperate need of a phonebook. The seats may work for a
taller crowd but standing next
to a table or sitting at the bar
itself, which have seats of a less
awkward height, is fine.
The bar itself is well lit
and has a contemporary design.
For game time convenience,
four of those impressive 50inch flat screens hang above the

and capitalize on something
Princeton didn’t have - a sports
bar. “There are bars with TVs…
places to watch a game, but not
a true sports bar,” says co-owner
Rich Carnevale. Until now, that
is, which is precisely why their
slogan is “The Only Game in
Town.”
PSB&G was strategically set to open before the World
Cup started, which turned out
to be a fruitful business decision. According to Mr. Carnevale, “the place was mobbed”
and the soccer fans drank their
way through “eight gallons of
sangria in three hours.” When
asked about the upcoming football season and the division of
sports per TV screen, Mr. Carnevale said, “Certain TVs will
have certain games going,” and
assured that Sundays will be almost exclusively football days.
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Jåc Out! Rock and Roll Has Never Sounded
So Classy

By Anna Bosted
Reporter

Exotic, passionate, and seductive. No, it’s not an ad for a new
sports car or a Brazilian model.
It’s the self-described Indie/
Latin band, Jác that is taking
hold over Mercer County’s music scene.
Jác is not just some
rock group which happens
to have played a few shows
around town.
They are real musicians who play any instrument
they can get their hands on,
which allows their shows to
incorporate elegant transitions
in which a singer becomes a
trumpeter, the upright bassist
and drummer create moaning
backup harmonies, and the violinist swaps for an accordion.
The diversity of instruments helps to create the sexy,
surreal sounds that differentiate Jác from other bands. So,
without making a mockery of
the the Latin music that inspires them, Jác is able to produce melancholy, exotic music
with the precision that is beyond the rocker wannabes.
The sextet is a local
group that is winning over fans.
Frequently playing at both Triumph Brewing Company locations, Jác has become a staple
of the area music scene. Their
ability to transition between
the sometimes grungy, often
college-student filled bars of
Princeton and New Brunswick
and swanky hotel lobbies in
New York City demonstrates

Members of Jac (left to right): Ryan Shafer, Tom Millet, Katie Campo, Bobby Hackimer and Ritchie Monteiro.
the group’s ability to mesmerize
any crowd.
The group’s precise
timing matches their precise
appearance. At a July show for
the Lambertville Film Festival,
the group’s star violinist Katie
Campos explained, “We [Jác]
usually dress up very formally
and try to look the part of musicians. The guys wear three piece
suits and always have me in

dresses. It can get hot on stage,
but it’s part of our performance.
We’re usually the most overdressed people at our shows!”
The snazzy attire serves
a purpose. The serious clothes
reflect the seriousness with
which they perform. Though
lead singer Richie Monterio
is more than happy to weave
through the audience on his
trumpet, his, and the group’s,

sophisticated scrubs create an
air of aloofness that becomes
almost tangible. While the audience is close enough to touch
the band, they are always careful not to. Maybe it’s for fear
of tarnishing the perfection
created in the appearance and
sound of Jác.
Perhaps the only shortcoming of the group is found
in the very eccentricities that

PHOTO | CJ HARKER

define them. Their neat ensembles matched with their somewhat somber stage presence
lead to some mixed reactions
from the crowd. While there
was certainly dancing, the audience remained fairly segregated. Nick Gately was on the
fence about the group, mentioning, “It’s not that I don’t like
them...I guess being a boomer
makes it difficult to relate to.”

PROFILE: Mercer student, musician Connor Byrne establishes a local following
By Omar Aly
Reporter

In a hip residential area of east
Philadelphia, a crowd of tattooed hipsters wearing tattered
clothing and dirty hawk-doting
punks streamed into a refurbished red townhouse resembling every other home on this
strip.
The air in the basement of the house had the
musty scent of cigarettes, sweat
and cheap beer. The general
feeling was that of a good ol’
fashioned house party where
everyone is a stranger aiming to
make friends and listen to good
music.
While the crowd was
definitely diverse, a common
love of local music had brought
them together to support the
young kid from Hamilton, NJ
who was playing.
That night, Mercer
student Connor Byrne set the
bar high for local singer/songwriters by crooning heartfelt,
angst-filled lyrics and pairing
them with upbeat acoustic folk
and punk guitar chord progressions.
His
stage-presence
created a welcoming, singalong atmosphere.
Bryne’s style of playing
best fits the genre of “acoustic
pop-punk” with a subtle fusion of folk. Don’t know what
the hell those genres mean?

Imagine that the major players
of the folk-rock explosion of the
60’s, artists like Bob Dylan and
Joan Baez decided to turn a little punk and that playing with
banjos and mandolins wasn’t
cutting it anymore.
Now imagine that they
remedied this by keeping their
folksy sound but added a bit
more pep to their step by playing faster and louder guitar
chords.
At the beginning of
his set, Byrne won chuckles
from the Philadelphia locals as
he exclaimed,”This first song
is called ‘This is Truly Hamilton Haunting’ and I chose this
name because that’s where I’m
from and that fucking sucks!”
Shortly thereafter a surprising
sing-along ensued.
After hearing his great
timing skills in the short pauses
of a verse and seeing how he
kept his audience locked on
just him and his music, I knew
this kid had the audience in his
back pocket. This was evident
by looking around during Byrne’s set and seeing everyone in
the humid crowded basement
listening eagerly and noticing
them trying to feel what he was
feeling up on stage by watching
their facial expressions as he
would hit higher notes.
When asked whose
musical style Byrne most resembles, many of his followers, being a younger fan base,

brought up modern artists such
as Dashboard Confessional,
Taking Back Sunday, and other
“emo” bands. When speaking
to Byrne about his playing style
he had this to say, “It’s always
some type of ridiculous extreme
like Dashboard Confessional or
Bright Eyes and I hate that.”
Asked what his favorite
aspects of being a songwriter
are, Byrne said, “I really enjoy crafting up lyrics that seem
vague but leave them up for interpretation for the listener. I’m
super passionate about what I
write and I hope listeners can
relate to them in any way possible.”
Rider student Melanie
Licata had travelled from Hightstown, NJ to be part of the singalongs and appreciate Byrne’s
charming wit. Asked what she
liked best about Byrne’s music
that made it worth traveling to
Philadelphia to hear, Licata replied, “What I liked most about
his music was how passionate
his voice sounded when he was
singing. It’s nice to see someone perform their music passionately because it makes you
believe their message and, as a
viewer, I want to. Any level of
authenticity in music allows for
a really unique experience live.”
I couldn’t help but recall all of the acoustic acts I had
heard before hearing Byrne’s
music, and found myself agreeing with his fans.

PHOTO | OMAR ALY

Conner Byrne prepares to string and sing his heart out in
Philadelphia basement on August five, 2010.
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Student Profile: Ted Condo, rebel with a cause
By Kelly Smith
The College Voice

Mercer student Ted Condo has
lived the lives of three men in
the last 44 years. Starting as a
high school drop-out in South
Boston, Condo became a lead
singer and guitar player in a
band called 6L6. Although 6L6
was not mainstream, they did
turn out three albums.
After playing in
Boston with various bands for
sixteen years, Condo relocated
to New York City and continued
playing shows and working
in the construction business.
He admits, “In a million years
I would have never thought I
would join the army.” But that
is exactly what happened.
On September 11, 2001
Condo found himself 40 blocks
away from the World Trade
Center when the planes struck.
The terrorist attacks began an
extraordinary change not only
for the nation, but also for
Condo in both his life and his
personality.
”I thought to myself what’s
going on in the world? Who
are these people? Who is Al
Qaeda?” Condo reflects.
Condo beganreading
newspapers such as the Wall
Street Journal, and watching
more news, such as Fox News
and Meet the Press. He says he
wanted to get a better idea of
what was going on.
“I thought I was well
informed but I really wasn’t.”
Condo says.
Condo ended up joining
the Navy, the only service he
was eligible for at age 37. He
became a Boatswain Mate for
the United States Navy Reserve.
Soon Condo was deployed
to Kuwait where he worked
on small boats with 240 Bravo
machine guns, patrolling the
ports and harbors. It was his
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Ted Condo (center) after dropping out of high school, with
bandmates, George Perez
(left) and Johnny Heatley.
duty to make sure that other
boats, such as those of local
fishermen, did not cross into
the harbor where the Navy was
stationed.
“I think of it as a sports
team, I’m a support player. The
Navy, we’re not on the front
lines, we’re not getting bullets
shot at us, but I totally believe I
served my country. JFK was in
the Navy and if it’s good enough
for him, it’s good enough for
me,” Condo says.
While overseas, a friend
who Condo was stationed with
asked him what he was going to
do when he got home. Condo
figured he would return the
construction business until his
friend informed him of the new
G.I. bill.
When Condo learned that
the G.I. bill would pay for 60% of
his tuition at college, along with
a household and book stipend,
he called his wife to discuss his
options. In the old G.I. bill pre9/11, Condo would have had
to serve 2 years before being
eligible. Also, under the old GI
bill, veterans did not receive
money for living expenses or
books. Things had changed.
Condo’s wife, Candace
Corelli-Condo, supported his
decision to return to school.
“If he wants to do it,
then he should. I didn’t want
him to look back and say why
didn’t you let me do this?”

As new students arrive,
advising receives attention
By Anna Bosted
Reporter

Cont. from pg. 1
At other community colleges,
orientation is a critical aspect
of the student’s transition into
college. At Cumberland Community College, orientation
information is available in full
online, and orientation is a
required event. Mercer’s orientation chapter of the website informs students that they
should go to the Student Center
if they’re interested in picking
up the packet of information
distributed at orientation.
While the Brookdale
Community College website
names the date, time and location of their orientation and
make-up orientation, Mercer’s Events Calendar (which is

linked to the orientation page)
does not have any orientation
listed for the fall 2010 term.
Across the river at
Bucks County Community College, Brendan MacDonald, second year music major, spoke of
his experience with advising. In
his musical audition and orientation, Brendan said he “went
in, met all [his] professors, [his]
advisors and everything, performed, and then went for a
tour of the parts of campus that
[he]’d be working in.”
At Bucks County, “If
you aren’t a returning student,
you have to go into the school
and meet with someone in person. If you’re a returning student you meet with your advisor at the end of the semester
and determine what to take the
next semester and they clear
you to register for your classes
online,” MacDonald added.
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Ted Condo during active duty
in the U.S. Navy in Kuwait.
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Ted Condo now. Mercer Honors student and PTK member.
Condo’s wife said.
Condo’s wife mentioned
Mercer County Community
College, which she had once
attended, years ago. Condo
contacted
Paul
Schied,
Assistant Registrar for Veterans
here at Mercer.
When
he
arrived
at Schied’s office, having
completed his tour of duty in
Kuwait, Condo had no idea what
he wanted to do. He started
off with the basic classes. In
an Intro to Algebra class with
Professor Arthur Schwartz,
Condo was surprised to find he
was actually very good at math.
“I felt encouraged and
said maybe it’s not that I don’t
get Math it was just [before] I

wasn’t putting in the hours,”
Condo says.
Condo began
taking a math course each
semester.
After three semesters at
Mercer, Condo was called back
to the Navy for a deployment in
Haiti just three days before the
new semester was due to start.
He quickly withdrew from his
classes and began preparing
for another mission. However,
six weeks into the semester,
his unit was told they were not
going.
Now Condo is back
in his forth and final semester
at Mercer. He is majoring
in Liberal Arts with a Math
concentration.

“Mercer is a great place
for a non-traditional students,”
Condo says. Condo has excelled
academically, becoming an
Honors Program student and
also a member of the Phi Theta
Kappa, Mercer’s Honor Society.
Faculty made Mercer
enjoyable.
“The faculty
has been encouraging and
supportive
academically,
but also encouraging me to
challenge them if I saw things
differently. So my experience at
Mercer has been very positive,”
Condo says.
Condo intends to
transfer to a state college to
study towards becoming a
Secondary Education Math
Teacher.
He is particularly
interested in education policy.
From high school drop-out
to musician, to construction
worker, to the United States
Navy Reserves, to Mercer
student, Ted Condo sums up his
experience saying, “Sometimes
you think you’re headed down
one path, but you have no idea
where it’s going to lead you.”
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Come to the Student Center at noon on Oct. 2 to buy some
cookies and register to vote. Voting day is NOVEMBER 2, 2010.
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By Samantha Kenyon
Reporter

Some people might be nervous to go through an unfamiliar neighborhood in Trenton, but not William “Willy”
Tarver. Twenty years ago Tarver,
a handicapped man, headed
for the store in his wheelchair,
confident that it would be an
uneventful trip. He turned the
corner and headed down the
street when a dog came out of
nowhere, running toward him
with its lips curled up and teeth
showing. Tarver thought maybe
if he stayed still and as calm as
possible the dog might just go
away…he was wrong. The dog
lunged for him with an open
mouth and clenched onto his
ankle,
Tarver says his entire
body went tense when he realized that it was a pit bull. “He
was looking me right in the eye,
I saw rage in his eyes,” Tarver
says remembering the experience. “But then I realized that
the dog only had me by the pant
leg.” Tarver did the only thing
he could think of, he grabbed
the empty glass bottle that was
on his lap and hit the dog on the
nose, and the dog ran away.
Although the incident
happened over 20 years ago,
Tarver says he remembers it like
it was yesterday. He believes
the dog had “been trained to attack unfamiliar people, to keep
outsiders out of the neighborhood.” Tarver went on to say
that he does not blame the dog,
or the breed, “this was the owners fault…pit bulls are no different than other dogs, they act
how their owners train them to.”
The issue of dog fighting was brought to light in the
Michael Vick scandal. Now the
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Pit bulls have become the face of dog fighting, though many breeds are used.
Philadelphia Eagles quarterback is back at work and some
say he got off too easy for his
part in a dog fighting ring. Additionally, recent research has
linked animal abuse with other
types of domestic violence. It
seems clear the problem lies
with the people training the
dogs rather than the animals
themselves, but in a survey of
more than 30 students, taken
at the West Windsor campus,
72 percent said they are afraid
of pit bulls, 88 percent of those
afraid believed that pit bulls are
mean by nature.
Marielle Kuzinski, a
second year Communications
major at Mercer, disagrees. She
owns an 11 year-old, red nosed
pit bull named Bosco. Kuzinski
says that Bosco has never bitten anyone and “has never even

snapped at anyone.”
She says that Bosco is
a playful dog, who “thinks he’s
the size of a poodle. He will sit
on people’s laps, not realizing
that he is 85 pounds.” When
asked if she would recommend
a pit bull as a pet, Kuzinski advises “Get one when it’s a puppy, before someone else has the
opportunity to influence it in a
negative way, raise it with love
and that’s what you’ll get in return.”
Of course one would
expect an owner like Kuzinski
to consider pit bulls generally
harmless, but even some who
have raised the dogs to fight feel
the same way.
Jeffrey Lane, 29, also a
Trenton native, used to fight his
dog. Lane owned a red-nosed
pit-bull. He raised it from a

puppy, feeding the dog from a
bottle. Lane said he began conditioning the puppy for a life
of fighting almost immediately, Lane stated he would “put
weights on him when he was a
puppy to make him grow muscle and become stronger.”
According to Lane
when he “felt that the dog was
ready, he had another dog attack it, to try and make it defend itself and fight back.”
Later he rewarded the dog for
its efforts. As the dog got bigger Lane would fight it against
bigger dogs. When the dog disobeyed or lost a fight Lane said
he “would punch it, or whip it
with a chain.” Lane stated that
friends of his have either “abandon a dog somewhere when it
lost a fight, and some will just
kill it.”

Lane no longer has the
dog he was speaking of; it was
stabbed in the neck and killed
one night while chained up
in Lane’s yard. Lane stated he
later heard that the person that
stabbed his dog was the owner
of another dog that lost a fight
to Lane’s dog.
When asked why he
fought his dog, Lane stated he
“did it to train the dog to protect
his house, and it was fun.” Lane
was also asked if he thought that
pit bulls were mean dogs by nature, Lane responded “any dog
will be mean and fight if that’s
what you train it to do; pit bulls
aren’t mean unless you make
them that way.” Lane went on to
say that he has a pit bull that he
has never fought, “it’s just a pet.
My kids love him. He’s really
playful and I never worry about
him hurting one of my kids.”
In a June 11, 2010 article in the New York Times
entitled “The Animal-Cruelty
Syndrome,” reporter Charles
Seibert writes, “A paper published in a psychiatry journal
in 2004, ‘A Study of Firesetting
and Animal Cruelty in Children: Family Influences and
Adolescent Outcomes,’ found
that over a 10-year period, 6-to12-year-old children who were
described as being cruel to animals were more than twice as
likely as other children in the
study to be reported to juvenile authorities for a violent offense.” Seibert wrties, that “The
beleaguered pit bull is merely
the most publicized victim of a
phenomenon...of wonton animal cruelty...”
As information about
animal cruelty becomes more
widely available, it is possible
that people will stop fearing pit
bulls and be much more wary of
owners who raise them to fight.

Does jersey fresh taste best? Mercer and the giant peach
By Dmitry Gurvits
Senior Reporter

Does produce that is locally
grown on a small farm taste
better than produce shipped
here from far away and grown
on large farms using industrial
farming methods?
The College VOICE set
up a taste test comparing locally
grown tomatoes and peaches
with those shipped here from
the west coast, and asked 50
Mercer students who were
in the Student Center during
lunch on Thursday, September
16, to participate.
The taste test compared peaches grown in Hightstown, NJ to those grown in
Idaho, and compared tomatoes
grown in Hightstown, NJ to
those grown in California.
While students were
not interested enough in the
tomatoes to yield even marginally significant results, the local
peaches were preferred over the

ones that were factory farmed,
73 percent to 27 percent.
“I definitely think
this batch of peaches is locally
grown,” said 23 year old Mercer student Emily Metz, while
pointing to the bin of peaches
grown here in Mercer County.
She described the small orange peach slice in her hand as
“sweet,” “ripe” and “definitely
local.”
Metz joined 35 other
Mercer students who preferred
peaches from the other side of
town rather than the other side
of the country. “You can always
tell [a local fruit] by the appearance,” said Carlos Torrano, a
first semester liberal arts major.
Not everyone favored
the Jersey peaches, however.
Karina Figueroa, 19, preferred
the Idaho peaches because the
local fruit was too “sweet and
fuzzy.”
Students who chose to
participate were then given a
brief primer on the difference
between the two types of food
they were being offered. The

VOICE informed them of the
impact each type has on our
health and on our economy.
“The chemicals, all
that shit, they put a lot of it into
[factory farmed food],” said
Andy DeLeon, when the VOICE
asked what he knew of the difference between the two types
of produce.
“All that shit” includes
62 different pesticides, as the
USDA Pesticide Data Program
found when it tested peaches
grown and shipped across
the country, for a 2010 report.
These pesticides include 29
that are “suspected hormone
disruptors” and 12 are that are
“neurotoxins,” reports the Environmental Protection Agency’s
pesticide registration status
website.
In order to eat healthier, Mercer student Angela Collette said she would pay up to
50% more per pound for locally
grown peaches. “[I] would set
aside money to buy local” because of how harmful mass produced foods are to the human

body, she said.
Mercer student Mike
Tirgen said that he “absolutely”
buys local foods at the grocery
when he can because “it contributes to the economy.”
The economic benefit
is significant, says a 2006 Iowa
State University Economics
Department study by David A.
Swenson, who holds an M.A. in
political science and another in
urban and regional planning.
“The study determines conclusively that...there is the potential for substantial economic
development to occur through
import substitution,” Swenson
wrote.
His study of the viability of a locally-supported
food economy found that for
every local farm laborer, the
surrounding economy created
1.28 jobs, despite flat nationwide employment figures. This
means that for every farmers market sales clerk, tractor
driver and cow milker, the local economy gains almost four
other jobs to serve the newly
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Mercer student Karina
Figueroa sampling both types
of peaches at the test test conducted in the Student Center
on September 16, 2010.
created farm labor.
Mercer student Cheyenne Wolf, who told the VOICE
that she simply shopped for the
cheapest fruit she could find at
her neighborhood grocery, said
that maybe the benefits of locally grown food are worth some
of the added cost. Now, “I will
be looking out for locally grown
food,” Wolf said.
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MEN’S SOCCER

New Season, New Coach
By Kelly Smith and Val DaGrain
Reporters

Mercer’s Men’s Soccer team
lost the first game of their season against Monroe County 0-3
on Thursday September 2.
Due to a “pre-season
incident,”in which six starters
were involved in a pre-season
party they were sat from the first
game by Coach Povia.
At the start of the game,
former head coach Inverso
watched alongside current
head coach Povia for what they
hoped would be an early victory. Monroe, however, took the
game with early scoring in just
the first minutes of both the first
and second half.
Tension was high on
the field as both teams battled
for the ball. Monroe dominated
ball control and took advantage
of every open opportunity. Mercer’s two new goalkeepers, Jake
Ball and Bryce Morrow, made
easy targets.
Though Mercer worked
hard to get ball position, hardly
any shots were taken against
Monroe’s goalie Juan Padilla,
who could be seen leaning
against the goal post waiting for
action.
With Monroe scoring
again later on in the second
half, Mercer was just too far behind to catch up.
Mercer has only nine
returning players out of a team
of 24. This, along with the ab-

sence of the six starters, left
Mercer at a disadvantage compared to Monroe. However, the
team does not lack skill.
Mark Pratico, who
plays midfield, said “Kadeem
Dacres, he plays midfield and
he’s potent and creates havoc.
Also Robert Patton who plays
defense is a big guy.”
It was also the first
game as head coach for former
assistant coach Larry Povia.
With only two weeks of practices and two scrimmages completed, coach Povia said, “It’s
been a work in progress. We’re
not really at our full strength.”
Povia has been working with former head coach
Charlie Inverso for the past 24
years and said, “I’m filling the
shoes of a man you can’t really
fill the shoes of. He’s the best
coach in the East Coast if you
ask me.”
Monroe County had
30 players on varsity alone, and
was a sea of blue jerseys during warm ups. Monroe’s team
also includes a large number
of international students. “It’s
because we’re in New York. I
actually found one of my players at a park. He came from a
high school that had no soccer
team,” said Mark DiBernardo,
Monroe’s coach.
Mercer also recruits
international students, which
include Jonathan Savage of
Wexford, Ireland and Hiroaki
Tomioka of Nagoya, Japan.

PROFILE: Povia, New head coach
By Kelly Smith
The College Voice

“I am a coach because of him,”
said men’s soccer head coach
Larry Povia, referring to former
head coach Charlie Inverso
who is now an assistant coach
for Rutgers men’s soccer team
under head coach Dan Donigan
.
Povia was an assistant coach under Inverso for
24 years here at Mercer, dating
back to the 1986 season. Back
then Mercer was a significantly
smaller campus. The women’s
soccer team was only five years
old and not yet well established.
It didn’t take long
for things to click in Mercer’s
locker rooms because, only two
seasons later on a rainy night in
1988, Mercer knocked off the
Aztecs of Arizona, 1-0, for a national title.
The first national title
of several, the wins didn‘t stop
there. Altogether Inverso and
Povia had a 434-46-14 record,
appeared in the Final Four 12
times, and snagged five National Junior Athletic Association Championships. The most
recent national title was in 2004
when, as coach Povia recalls,
“We were down 0-2 in the second half and won in overtime!”
This impressive rap

sheet earned Povia a seat in
the NJCAA Hall of Fame, one of
only two assistant coaches ever
inducted. Povia describes the
experience as, “ Nice to be honored by your peers on a national
level.”
Povia has also had the
privilege to coach numerous
all-state and all-region players.
One of them, Stern John, was
recruited to come play for Mercer from Trinidad and Tobago
and later became an Olympian
(playing on Trinidad’s National team). John went on to
play for the Columbus Crew of
MLS, where he lead the league
in scoring in 1998 with twentysix goals (57 points). John also
spent a number of years playing in the English Division One
league and is currently a free
agent.
Povia’s life-long passion for soccer began in his
youth. He stayed local with his
talent, playing at Steinert High
in Hamilton township while
he was a teenager and then at
Rider University in his college
years.
Now he’s here and
leading Mercer’s Men’s Soccer
team with a head full of steam.
Povia is determined to return
to those championship games
that litter his past and hopefully
will shape his future.

Cerritos lead scorer Tatiana Cortes and
September 10. Final score 0-3.

Women’s
By Tim Hester
Reporter
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During a game on September 2, new head coach, Larry Povia,
discusses play with second year midfielder Kadeem Dadres.

In this first year of the Women’s
Cross Country program, the
team consists of two runners
- Tiffany Millen, 26, and Graciela Leal, 27. The team is being
coached by Erin Cahill, a former
distance runner for TCNJ.
Despite Cahill posting flyers around campus and
attending high school track
meets, the team attracted just
two students. “This is only the
first year,” said Cahill, “If our runners have some success, new
people may gain interest for
next year.”
Collegiate rules state
that a school must have at least
five competitors on a cross

WOMEN’S SOCCER
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East Coast vs. West Coast
By Kelly Smith
The College Voice
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d Mercer freshmen defense player Brielle Penkola battle it out on

The third game for Mercer’s
Women’s Soccer team was a 0-6
loss against the Cerritos Falcons
on Friday, September 10.
That’s right, the Cerritos Falcons traveled all the way
from Northern California, with
a record of 2-0, to go toe-to-toe
with our women’s soccer team.
The intensity on the sidelines
was palpable.
With both teams coming off of wins in their previous
games (Mercer’s record was
1-1), our team was excited but
nervous. “We’ve had a lot of
injuries,” said team captain Samantha Biondi.
It didn’t take long for
Cerritos to bust the game wide
open. Cerritos’ leading scorer
this season, Tatiana Cortes, #2
, scored just eight minutes into
the first half and again not even
two minutes later. With a another goal several minutes later,
the score was 0-3 at halftime.
Mercer looked tired
and frustrated as they continued to battle for the ball in the
second half. Sophomore goalkeeper Brianna Byrne, #0, had
the most difficult challenge as
her precious net was attacked
by what must have felt like automatic machine gun fire.
The veteran goalie
stood strong as she blocked
shots from Cerritos players,
racking up an impressive 12
saves. However, at the end of
the day, the Californians were
just too much to handle.
Cerritos went on to
score another three goals in the
second half. This left the final
score at 0-6.
Due to the Cerritos’



constant ball control there were
no shots on goal by Mercer and
our women’s team looked defeated. “They’re a much more
developed team with a bigger
selection of girls,” said Mercer
player Jess Villalba, #8.
With the absence of
Mercer’s head coach Jodie Ricciardi, Joe Franc, the assistant
coach, stepped in to coach the
game against the west coast
Falcons. “I’m excited to see
their style in play and the differences,” Franc said before the
game.
Mercer’s team currently consists of 13 freshmen
and only five returning sophomores who played on last year’s
regional and district championship winning team.
Cerritos Head Coach
Ruben Gonzalez sat reserved
on the visitors bench as his
team warmed up. “Defense is
definitely our strength; we have
almost all returning players.
We only let in 7 goals all last
season,” said Gonzalez. “And

none thus far in the season,” he
added.
Despite the blowout on
the scoreboard, team captain
Marissa Segal ,#10, remains optimistic. She still has her sights
set on returning to those championship games and is taking
the loss as a learning experience. When asked if she had
anything she wanted to say to
the readers of the Voice, she
simply said, “Support, support,
support!”

to see more
soccer photos
and catch up
on the latest
scores, visit us
online at
mcccvoice.org

DATE

OPPONENT

HOME/AWAY SCORE

SA 4th

MONTGOMERY

AWAY

0-3 L

COLLEGE (MD)
TH 9th

HARCUM

HOME

4-0 W

FR 10th

CERRITOS

HOME

0-6 L

TU 14th

GLOCUSTER

AWAY

1-0 W

FR 17th

ANNE

HOME

0-2 L

ARUNDEL (MD)
SU 19th

MONROE (NY)

HOME

0-5 L

TU 21st

MORRIS

HOME

TBA

TH 23rd BURLINGTON

HOME

TBA

TU 28th

AWAY

TBA

SALEM

s Cross-Country: A team in need
country team to be scored as
a team, so Millen and Leal will
compete as individuals.
Only Millen has previous distance running experience, running cross country in
high school. Leal ran track in
high school but was a sprinter.
“It’s entirely different going from
short sprints to distance running,” said Cahill.
At her first meet, Millen finished twentieth in the five
kilometer run in the Dukes Invitational at Cumberland County
College, with a time of 24 minutes and 40 seconds. Leal’s results have not yet been released
by the NJCAA (National Junior
College Athletic Association).
The expansion of this
team is important to Mercer as
it will help balance the ratio of
male student athletes to female

student athletes. Title IX is a law
which requires equal opportunities for men and women in educational programs, including
athletics. “Right now our athletics are fifty-five percent men
and forty-five percent women,
which is something we need to
address,” said John Simone, Mercer’s Athletic Director.
Although the ratio is
unbalanced right now, Simone is
not worried. “We have made excellent strides with Title IX since
my first year here,” he said.
In 1997, women’s tennis was restarted; in 2000 the
track team was made coed; and
in 2003 an additional assistant
coach was hired for women’s
soccer. Between 2003 and 2008,
athletic scholarships were increased for women’s sports.
In poll of thirty female

students on campus, only nine
were aware that Mercer had
started a cross country team.
“That’s interesting,” said Cahill, “I
guess there are just so many flyers up, ours just are not standing
out.”
Simone agrees that this
is a building year for the squad.
“We would like to see 7-10 runners on the team. We will be
sending information to all local high school seniors who are
members of their school’s cross
country team,” said Simone.
This is more than they did last
year. “I sent out e-mails to all the
local coaches asking them to put
the word out to their runners
that we would be having a team
this fall,” said Cahill.
Cahill will also be attending county high school
meets again this year to recruit.

“I want to get an earlier start recruiting this year. I plan to go to
the county track meet at the end
of October,” said Cahill.
Millen and Leal will only
enter some local meets this season. “We will expand the schedule next year,” said Cahill. During
the weeks of a meet, the team
will have two workout days, two
distance days and one long run.
“A distance run is about five to
seven miles and a long run is
done the day after the meet and
it is two to three miles longer
than the distance runs,” she said,
and added, “For anyone without
prior running experience who
is interested, the schedule is
adaptable.”
Each runner will be
practicing only one or two days
a week when there is no meet.
“The training will be laid back

this year because our meet
schedule is light and our
runners are not fully experienced,” said Cahill. However, the runners cannot practice together because their
class schedules conflict and
Cahill practices with each
separately.
Coach Cahill ran crosscountry, indoor and outdoor track for The College
of New Jersey from 2000
to 2004. She was the New
Jersey Athletic Conference
champion in the 3,000,
5,000 and 10,000-meter
events and was named to
the Div. III Atlantic Region
Cross Country All-Region
Team in 2003.
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TIME OUT

Curry just like grandma used to make?
Indo-American Fest’s flavor profiles evaluated

PHOTO | SARINA PRIOR

The chef at Abhiruchi makes dosa on his griddle while
customers wait. Dosa are never cooked ahead of time - they
are always made to order and served hot off the griddle. The
dosa on the top is a plain one while the two on the bottom are
masala dosa, which have a spicy potato filling in the middle.
PHOTO | SARINA PRIOR

Striking a Pose: Dancers from the Natraj Dance Studio in Edison, NJ practice while they wait
to perform on stage. From L to R: Aarushi Varshney (9) of MonmouthJct; Anika Pruthi (10) of
Piscataway; and Yesha Patel (10) of Piscataway
By Sarina Prior
Senior Reporter

The eighth annual Indo-American Fair turned one of Mercer
County Park’s lawns into a festive South Asian bazaar over
Labor Day weekend, Sept 4
and 5. While the food was delicious and had mass appeal on
its own, the rest of the Fair’s offerings had the broadest appeal
within the Indo-American community.
The weather was perfect, sunny but cool, and Inder
Matai, assistant chair to the
fair’s organizing committee, estimated about 20,000 attendees
over the two day weekend.
Against a backdrop of
Bollywood soundtracks and
Indo hip-hop blaring from the
loudspeakers at the performance stage, erected at the
event ground’s center, close to
75 vendors hawked their wares
under large white tents.
Vendors were offering everything from financial
services to handcrafted Indian
furniture to framed artwork featuring popular Indian themes
and images. About 30 of the
vendors were selling brightly
colored and embellished traditional Indian clothing along
with glittering, shiny costume
jewelry.
Although there were
more clothing vendors than
anything else, the most popular
tents by far were those selling
food. Behind the performance
stage, tantalizing aromas and
long lines created a buzz that
only heightened their popularity.
So how is the food? Is it
delicious? Is it authentic? Does
it taste like something a little
old Indian grandmother would
cook and serve you in her own
kitchen?
Chaat is a snack food

typically sold by street vendors
and casual diners in India, and
it is an irresistible contrast of
textures and flavors. Crunchy
fried noodles or fried breads are
layered with chopped tomatoes,
onions, soft cooked potatoes,
and cilantro. Over all of this is
drizzled yogurt sauce, a tangy
sweet and sour tamarind-date
sauce, and a hot chile chutney.
(Ask for mild if you can’t handle
the heat.)
Rutvij Manek of Jersey City and Bharat Agrawal of
Edison were enjoying dishes of
chaat from Ganges Indian Cuisine located in Princeton Junction. Rutvij said that his samosa
chaat was “tasty and very good,”
while Bharat said that his dahi
papdi chaat was “very authentic” and “tastes like what you’d
get in India.” Both of them are
from India and have traveled
back to visit.
It’s not surprising that
the chaat tasted authentic, as it
is often eaten outside the home.
For many Indians, chaat is associated with good times and going out with friends, and is not a
dish that competes with homecooking.
While most of the food
vendors served their dishes out
of silver rectangular catering
trays, Ganges created a visual
display by using huge copper
pots which evoked exotic places
and times gone by. This display
probably helped attract a huge
crowd as well.
Moving on to the next
stall, the dosa was also a tasty
hit. A dosa looks like a very
large pancake, but is thinner
and crispier. It is made from
a fermented rice and dal batter so it has a tangy flavor, like
sourdough, and is chewy as well
as crispy. Dosa can be ordered
plain or filled with spiced potatoes, and is served with sambar,
which is a soup, and with chutney, which is a spicy coconut

It’s not surprising
that the chaat tasted
authentic, as it is
often eaten outside
the home. For many
Indians, chaat is
associated with good
times and going out
with friends, and is not
a dish that competes
with home-cooking.
-Sarina Prior, Senior Reporter
and chile based condiment.
Neha Desai of East
Windsor had ordered the dosa,
sambar and chutney from Abhiruchi in North Brunswick,
which she said tasted very good.
When asked if it was authentic
she said, “I give it a 60 percent.”
The dosa was authentic, she
said, but the sambar and the
chutney were not, because they
just didn’t have the same spices
and flavors that she is used to.
Dosa and sambar are
dishes from southern India and
one cook’s dosa often tastes
verymily’s preferences in adding combinations of spices, flavor much like any other cook’s
dosa, since there are no spices
or other flavorings added to the
batter. It is in the sambar and
chutney where each cook uses
their own faings and ingredients.
I agree with the grade
Desai gave the sambar and
chutney. They were not up to
par with the homemade sambar
and chutney I’ve had. The sambar was not as thick, and homemade versions often have diced
carrots, peas and green beans
in them which this one did not.
And, of course, the spices were
not the same as the ones I use.
Raj Kalinadhabhotla
and his wife Sunita of West

Windsor were enjoying the
biryani from Paradise Biryani
Pointe located in Hamilton. Raj
said that he is a South Indian, so
when he goes out to eat he likes
to try North Indian specialties
such as the biryani.
Biryani is a rice dish
that may include chicken or
lamb for non-vegetarians as
well as onions and vegetables
and many spices. It is cooked
or baked for a long time so that
all of the flavors meld together.
Raj said it was tasty,
but not spicy enough for him.
As for authenticity, Raj said
that he cannot find any local
restaurant which he would call
authentic. “Some are close, but
not the same,” he said. One
restaurant does not make the
dishes spicy hot enough for him
even when he asks the chef to
make it hotter. “If I am the customer, he should make it hotter,
no?” Raj asked. South Indians
are known to enjoy their dishes
fiery hot.
The final verdict was
unanimous. The food offerings
at the fair were delicious and
enjoyable. However, the consensus was also that nothing
was as authentic as the food
“back home.”
In India, there is huge
variation in regional cuisines.
At the same time, each housewife mixes her own curry powders and masalas herself for
unique flavors within families and neighborhoods. This
makes even defining “authen-

tic” a challenge. Add to that the
challenges of recreating these
familial flavors in restaurantsize quantities.
About going out for
Indian food, Shilpa Bhagwat
of Avenel had this to say, “The
food is very tasty and it fills my
hunger but it doesn’t satisfy my
soul.” Perhaps only your own
little old Indian grandmother’s
home cooking can do that.
For those of us who
are not from India, you should
know that there is often nothing
better than a good Indian meal.
As one patron in line said, “You
can’t go wrong with Indian food
– just about everything you order is going to be good.”
One of the restaurants
was offering a couple of dishes
that looked like Indo-Chinese
fusion. Sidhi Vinayak, located
in Jersey City, had a dish called
just “Vegetable Noodles,” with
no corresponding Indian name.
It was a Chinese noodle stir-fry
dish with the spices and flavors
of India - tasty, but clearly not
authentic in the least. But then
again, as long as it tastes great,
does it really matter?

FOR MORE INDOAMERICAN FAIR
PHOTOS LOG ON TO
MCCCVOICE.ORG

Want to comment? You can! Log on to www.mcccvoice.org!
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By Kelly Smith
The College Voice

At the annual 24-hour event
known as Art All Night, artists
of all ages and skill levels display their work and the public is invited to attend for free.
This year’s Art All Night (AAN)
was held at the Roebling Wire
Works factory building in Trenton from 3 pm on June 19 to 3
pm on June 20.
With live music and
food vendors selling pizza and
beer, the atmosphere was part
tailgate party and part open gallery.
One of the goals of
AAN is to give budding artists
who might not otherwise have
a venue for showcasing their
work an opportunity to do so.
Works submitted to AAN are
presented by ArtWorks, Trenton’s downtown visual art center.
Workers at the event
are all volunteers, some of
whom have their own artwork
on display. One such artist
was Glenn Moore of Hamilton.
Moore makes his sculptures out
of recycled steal propane tanks
using an oxy-acetylene torch.
Moore became an artist after being diagnosed with
prostate cancer.
“Prostate cancer turned my
life upside down. I don’t make
much money [from the art] but
I have fun,” Moore said.
Moore noted that the
inspiration for his work came
from a picture he had seen of a
tiki head in Peru. Drawing from
the idea of these tikis, Moore
began to make more and more
tiki head sculptures out of un-

PHOTO | KELLY SMITH

Nikki Nalbone, lead singer of Karma bat, performs at Art All
Night.
usual objects.
In addition to the art, AAN also
showcases live music. With one
large stage outside and a smaller stage inside the building,
bands played continually during the event. One local band
that performed was Karma Bat.
Karama Bat’s music
is a combination of punk rock
and ska, with hints of vocals
similar to No Doubt. Karma
Bat was formed by lead singers
Nikki Nalbone and Alyssa Sap,
as a result of some drunken
nights that led to a lot of singing
and the idea of starting a band.
The band’s musical inspiration draws from many different
types of music and a passion for
playing.
Nalbone was surprised
by the turn out at the event. “It

was the best show ever. It was a
really fun show and it surprised
me,” Nalbone said.
AAN also featured special activities such as glass blowing,
t-shirt screen printing, and free
yoga classes for all you yoga fanatics.
According to the AAN
website, last year’s AAN attracted over 8,000 attendees, some
from as far away as Connecticut
and Washington D.C. While the
turnout this year looked smaller, the amount and quality of
the artwork was still impressive.
With entertaining musical performances and skillful
artwork made out of the simplest materials, Art All Night
was a fun and enjoyable 24
hours.

PHOTO | KELLY SMITH

Model Toshi was covered in body paint and strutting in her
heels at Art All Night on June 19, 2010.

Can Mercer’s cafeteria keep up with the times?
By Michael Gjenvick and
Sarina Prior
Reporters

A movement is sweeping across
the country urging Americans
to eat fresh, local, organic and
healthier food options. First
Lady Michelle Obama is on the
bandwagon with her expansion of the White House garden. With the help of celebrity
chef Jamie Oliver and his “Food
Revolution,” the USDA recently
revamped regulations on what
children across the country are
served in their school cafeterias.
These regulations do
not apply to college campuses
but Frank DiBella, Mercer’s
General Manager of Conference
and Dining Services, has taken
notice. He is trying to make the
cafeteria food healthier, tastier,
and less expensive.
DiBella, his executive
chef Joseph Chell, and head
chef for the cafeteria Bill Downs
have revamped the Mercer cafeteria offerings and prices this
year.
“I just want the kids to
know that this isn’t the worst

Mercer cafeteria hamburger. Yeah, a burger.
choice in the world. You can
get some decent food for a great
price. Everyone is in hard economic times right now, and if
it’s not them, it’s their parents.
So if they can save a buck or two
and enjoy their meal, everyone
wins across the board,” said DiBella.
The new pizza station
is one of the changes in the cafeteria. The dough is made fresh
each day, along with the tomato
sauce and the five cheese blend.

PHOTO | KELLY SMITH

Pizzas are cooked fresh to order
with a choice of toppings. They
are pretty good. The freshness
clearly comes out in the flavor.
“The new pizza is
amazing!” Mercer student Kiran Naiksatam said after trying
this year’s cafeteria food for
the first time. “They make the
dough fresh every day and it’s a
big difference since last year.”
A new option at the
pizza station is the inverted
pizza, which looks like a cal-

zone. While the ones with more
toppings in the filling taste better, the inverted pizza could not
match the flat pizza in taste. In
both, the dough could use more
salt for flavor.
The per pound price
at the salad bar (and all of the
food sold by weight) has been
reduced by $1.50, to $3.19. This
new price is almost half of what
the salad bars at local grocery
stores charge. The salad bar was
good - fresh, healthy, affordably
priced.
“The challenge is trying
to keep the foods affordable for
the average check the students
want to spend,” said DiBella. At
an average “check” of only $2.75
per person, DiBella has to play
against the usual market forces,
he knows that demand depends
on price, quality and taste.
The most popular item
and one of the cheapest options
is the french fries and chicken
nuggets. The fries without the
coating on them taste much
better and more like real potatoes than the fries which have
the coating. The coating is annoying and just doesn’t taste
good. The chicken nuggets

don’t make the grade at all. The
formed and pressed nuggets
don’t taste like real chicken.
Some of the new “bars”
such as the Italian bar are impressive and appetizing. And
the panini and sandwich station is a trusty, reliable standby
that tastes good and appeals to
almost everybody.
But there is no way that
the hot food buffet in a cafeteria (last Wednesday it was roast
beef, gravy, mashed potatoes,
glazed carrots, corn) can compete with your mother’s home
cooking. It can’t be expected
to. And it didn’t. It fell way, way
short.
First year student Brian
Santoro recently started working at the cafeteria and attests
to the quality and freshness
of the food. Santoro said that
he knows the ingredients are
“expensive, I’ve seen the [purchase] orders. Everyone says
they make poor food [but] no,
they buy high-end stuff. People
just don’t like it. I like it. I eat
here all the time. I think everyone should eat here. It helps the
school itself. Why go to Burger
King? Eat here.”
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Local delivery available - including to Mercer campus!
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Aljon’s Pizza
660 Plainsboro Road
Princeton Meadows Shopping Center
Plainsboro, NJ 08536
Phone: (609) 275-1117
Fax: (609)275-8744

Bao Shu Fang Li’an
Kung Fu
55 Princeton-Hightstown Rd.
Suite 116
Princeton Junction, NJ
609-902-0381

Claudia Rocha Cleaning Services

1610 Quail Ridge Dr.
Plainsboro, NJ 08536
732-690-8625
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Gat gets her ice cream on
Former VOICE editor in chief evaluates Princeton’s ice cream offerings

Sara Gatling
Did you get seduced by the nostalgia of the ice cream truck this
summer? Did you succumb to
the siren song of its tasteless
chemically colored sugar-water
frozen concoctions? You don’t
have to be deceived by the icecream man again. There is decent ice cream to be had and
here’s my guide to finding it.

Thomas Sweet
Thomas Sweet is a Princeton institution and is the type of place
you could imagine finding Beaver Cleaver and his friends
Tom Grim and Tom
Block, the masterminds behind
Thomas Sweet, have provided
townies and visitors alike good
ol’ fashioned ice cream since
the parlour’s opening in 1979.
Since the ice-cream is

made in-house, the list of flavors varies from one week to
the next. T. Sweet’s ice cream
is extremely creamy, rich and
relatively dense. Unlike cheap
supermarket brands, it doesn’t
have a lot of air mixed into it. A
single scoop runs $2.80, a double scoop $3.84.
T. Sweet is especially
well-known in the area for its
blend-ins, which start with almost any ice cream flavor you
want blended with a variety of
mix-ins such as fruit, cookies,
cookie and brownie dough and
candy. Blend-ins come in one
size and range from $3.83 to
$4.44.
You can find Thomas
Sweet at five locations including the original shop at 179 Nassau Street, and one at 29 Palmer
Square West in Princeton.

Halo Pub
In stark-contrast to T. Sweet’s
Norman Rockwell ambiance,
Halo Pub has the feeling of a
European hole-in-the-wall patisserie. The walks are wood
panelled and the lighting is extremely dim (think candle-lit
dinner). Perhaps not surprisingly
The pub has a cow

theme which it takes just a tad
too far. The walls are absolutely
covered with pictures depicting
cows: black and white photographed cows, early-century
“cow for sale” ads, cow sketches, you name it. There is even a
brass udder attached to the ceiling. Not appetizing.
When asked what
some customers favorites were,
one employee gestured to the
entire ice cream case. Further,
when approached with a question regarding weekly live music, the cashier, Tony Podgalsky,
18, said “I don’t know, I don’t
really pay attention.” In short,
the employees aren’t the most
knowledgeable.
Halo Pub has incredibly loyal fans, “I’ve compared
tons of chocolate ice creams
and this [Halo Pub] is the best,”
said Ava Herbert, 51. Fellow
Halo fan Bob Kojko, 47 said,
“I’ve never been disappointed.”
Halo’s ice creams are
made from local dairy ingredients from Halo Farms, and lean
towards traditional, safe flavors.
The consistency is just shy of
what ice cream tastes like when
it’s been in your freezer too long
and has accumulated ice crystals, but it’s not there yet.

In addition to eating
in-house, their ice cream can
be purchased in a variety of
carton sizes. Halo’s ice cream
is airy and somewhat icy. Halo
also offers very good coffee and
pastries.
Halo Pub is located at 9
Hulfish Street in Princeton.

The Bent Spoon
Locavores and new-age hipsters rejoice! The Bent Spoon
offers organic gelato made from
hyper-local ingredients. The
now-defunct Gourmet Magazine called The Bent Spoon the
best ice cream place on the east
coast.
The vast majority of
the gelato flavors offered are
very out-of-the-ordinary, such
as
blueberry-basil, honeysage, chocolate-rosemary and
chocolate-habanero. The flavor
combinations are exotic but
well-paired.
The shop is small but
bright, with a funky combination of mint green walls and
a few orange Ikea-looking
chairs and black tables. Get
the ice cream to-go, the seating is sparse and it’s generally
cramped inside the shop.

The Bent Spoon isn’t as old
as Halo Pub or T. Sweet and
doesn’t offer the same sit-in
experience, but in its short existence has acquired a loyal
following. “There’s pulp, which
I like.” said Tony Spence, 18,
eating a small cup of nectarine
gelato, adding “they’re [the flavors] bangin’.”
The gelato is smooth
but not dense and rich like T.
Sweet’s ice cream. It’s more refreshing and light, especially
the fruity flavors made without
cream. Prices are not cheap,
though, and start at $3.75 for a
small cup (equivalent to about
one small scoop of ice cream)
of up to two flavors. The tiny
spoons they give you make the
scoop last longer, so you don’t
notice the expense as much.
The Bent Spoon isn’t
just for the summer heat. In the
winter, the shop offers the best
hot cocoa in town, either plain
or chili-flavored and topped
with your choice of either fresh
whipped cream or, my favorite,
a home-made marshmallow (if
you’re lucky enough to get one
before they run out).
The Bent Spoon is at 35
Palmer Square West in downtown Princeton.
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Do you see a
typo?
We are always trying
to improve our
proofreading!
If you see an error in our
spelling, punctuation or
grammar let us know!

Tim Hester
Advising is a necessary part
of the college experience, but
here at Mercer something
seems to be getting lost in
translation. Students have
advisors but are not required
to meet with them. More
than that, few students seem
to understand how to even
find out who their advisor
is. The walk-in meetings are
time consuming and very
impersonal. The system is
broken, but could be fixed.
Let me begin with
my own example. In mid August I went to the advising
office to register for classes.
I ended up waiting over an
hour and a half in line. When
I finally spoke to someone
he didn’t introduce himself.
They had trouble finding my
transcripts from a previous
institution (another wait.) Finally I was told, “The school
hasn’t decided which credits of yours will transfer over
yet, so for now I would take

THE WAY IT IS

E-mail us at

kellysmith369@gmail.com

FREE
TO GOOD HOME
Two Yorkie puppies,

AKC Reg, rehoming.
For more info contact

michaelwood06@hotmail.com

Yseult Polfliet
Autumn is the perfect time
of year to talk about fashion.
At Mercer, we see all kinds of
personalized fashion statements. From hip hop to punk
rock style, Mercer has it all.
However, there is a fine line
between making a fashion
statement and dressing inappropriately, and some Mercer women have crossed it.
Listen ladies, if, from
your hip bone, your shorts
are less than one and half
times the distance from your
thumb to your forefinger, just
burn ‘em.
It’s sad, but almost
a relief, that summer and
hot weather are coming to

Editorial Policy:
The College VOICE is written and edited by students of Mercer
County Community College and published every 3 weeks under
the advisement of a faculty adviser. The material printed in The
College VOICE, be it articles, advertisements or opinion pieces,
does not necessarily represent the views of the editors, the faculty,
staff, administration or the board of trustees of Mercer County
Community College.
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Advising is everybody’s
problem

classes which will likely transfer
back to Quinnipiac,”
It is understandable that
my credits had not been transferred yet, because my grades
had just arrived that day. But
that doesn’t address the fact
that the entire advising process
seemed impersonal and disorganized. Where is this communication break-down occurring? And who is to blame?
When I was at Quinnipiac
University, students were assigned a specific advisor. I was
curious why Mercer didn’t do
this. It turns out I was uninformed. Mercer does assign
each student an advisor.
I took an anonymous
poll of 30 students, selected
at random, on Mercer’s West
Windsor campus, and only nine
of them --less than 30 percent-knew that we are assigned faculty advisors. Of those nine,
only five knew who their advisor was and of those five only
three had ever met with them.
Based on the results of my
survey, it seems reasonable to
conclude that the advising process here needs some improvements. However, the fault is not
totally with the advising staff.
The students are also to blame.
It seemed that few wanted to
take the initiative to find out
who their advisor was and to set
up a meeting.
Quinnipiac addressed this

by listing the student’s advisor
on top of their schedule. Also,
in order to register for classes,
a student had to meet with
their advisor at a scheduled
time sent by email and also by
snail mail. In the meeting we
were supposed to discuss what
courses to explore taking.
Mercer requires an
advisor signature to register
for class in person, but if you
register online it is not needed.
At Quinnipiac, without the signature, your online registration
account was locked.
When I asked Dean of
Liberal Arts Robin Schore why
Mercer didn’t do this, he said,
“It should be mandatory, but
there is a fear that if we did that
fewer people would enroll because the process would seem
more hostile.”
I think this is a fair assessment. However, I’d venture to say that losing the few
students who won’t put out
the minimal effort to meet with
their advisor to benefit themselves is hardly the school’s
fault or problem.
This may sound cynical and insensitive, but a short
meeting with an advisor only
benefits the student. “Students
get themselves into trouble
without seeing an advisor,” said
Schore, “I have students all the
time asking me if they are ready
to graduate, only to find out that
they took the wrong classes.”

Mandatory meetings
could solve some of the organizational issues. Students are not
given the option of never knowing or meeting with their advisors, and advisors are required
to meet with each student. But
what about the impersonal nature of the process?
Although it might seem
that mandatory meetings would
lead to faculty herding students
through their office like machines in an assembly line, and
certainly I heard that complaint
from some people at Quinnipiac, usually the process worked.
“When I had my advisement
meetings, I asked questions
about everything, and my advisor answered them accurately,”
said Mike Riddles, a Quinnipiac
alumn.
Again, it falls on the
students to take the initiative
to ask the questions and demand the answers. At least this
method affords each student a
guaranteed chance to ask the
questions without the choice of
apathy.
Mercer’s
advising
problem needs to be attacked
on two fronts. First, the administration at Mercer should
institute a little more structure,
forcing students to receive more
advisement opportunities. Second, whether that is done or
not, students need to take more
action and make use of what the
college is offering.

Fashion tip: cover your assets
an end. Hopefully, this means
we will not be subjected to the
crowds of half-ass-out females
filling the hallways. Let us question the notion that “the less
fabric the better.” The problem is not a lack of time, as it
doesn’t take any more time to
slip on longer shorts.
Am I the only one to
notice? I asked some of Mercer’s male students. One student, Talal Tahir said “It’s slutty
but sexy.” Yes, you have your
freedom of expression, but
Mercer has student organizations and clubs where everyone
has a chance to express themselves, from the LGBTF to the
ISO. I don’t think that campus
is the right place to express sluttiness. Why subject other students and faculty, who are from
many generations and may
have different standards of what
is appropriate, to the upper regions of your thigh?
Speaking of faculty,
we would not find it acceptable
for an instructor to dress “sexy”
or “slutty.” Tahir said it best:
“Teachers can’t dress like that
because they’re supposed to
show the example.” On page 57,

the student handbook says students “should dress appropriately for an academic learning
environment.” In other words,
don’t dress like you are auditioning for a Mystikal video.
Like it or not, fashion makes a LOUD statement
about a person. If it’s sexy and
short and shows too much
skin, the statement is poor.
Have some self respect.
Male students might
not see a problem with seeing
young and beautiful girls half
naked. However, as females,
especially in a place where the
foundation for a future career
is being built, the goal is not
degradation by remarks that
are motivated by genital attraction. While not all men are perverts, it is important not to give
anyone the opportunity to have
false perceptions of you.
From a fashion point
of view, when did shorts the
size of underwear become the
new black? Well - they haven’t.
Short shorts come with unneeded attention. It is one
thing to express our fashion
identity but it is another thing
to receive attention because
our rear ends are exposed. Why

Write to The College VOICE!
Do you have something to say? The College VOICE accepts letters to
the editor. Submissions should be no more than 300 words; longer
submissions may be shortened. Submit materials in electronic
format, and include your name and status at Mercer (major and
year, faculty or staff position or alumnus). All materials submitted
become the property of The College VOICE, which reserves the
right to reject or edit material based on length, taste or clarity.

not draw attention to what our
brains have to offer?
Mercer
freshman
Imani Afifi knows what’s up.
“Girls that wear very short
shorts at school won’t be taken
seriously because the signals
are meant to evoke sexual attraction.” She agrees that there’s
a time and place to dress a certain way.
On a side note, Afifi and
I also agree that one particularly
confusing fashion trend that
should go away forever. “Uggs
and shorts don’t mix,” Afifi told
me, and I could not agree more.
Wearing a huge sweatshirt,
fleece-lined Ugg boots and
booty shorts is simply a fashion
don’t.
So, Mercer women,
stay true to yourselves but do
a double check before you
head out the door. Think about
whether the outfit you are wearing is the best way to express
YOU and YOUR CHARACTER!
Even if we don’t want to admit
it, people do judge us. Even if
it’s unfair, those judgments do
affect us. So I invite all Mercer
women to cover your asses and
worship your mental assets.
How to contact us:
e-mail: kellysmith369@gmail.com
phone: (609) 586-4800 ext. 3594
write to: The College VOICE
Mercer County College
PO Box B
Trenton, NJ 08690
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horoscopes

ASK THE VOICE: good answers to tough questions
Help is
here!

Dear Voice,
I found love in
the Parking lot. A
handsome stud
captured my heart,
and the last open
spot in the East lot,
yesterday. Should I
break his window,
leave a number or
wait till another
over crowded tues.
morning to make my
approach?
-Love by the
Dashboard Light

3x - F MINUS

Dear Dashboard,
Pin it to his tire with a
nail, that way he’ll have
to wait for you.
-The Voice
_____
Dear Voice,
I ate the chicken
nuggets from the
cafeteria yesterday
and they looked and
tasted like artificial
food. Should I expect
this daily or stay
hopeful?
-Hungry Student
Dear Hungry,
My suggestion... pack
a lunch and use the
chicken nuggets to ward
off unwanted suitors.
-The Voice
_____

Dear Voice,
While waiting on
line to see an advisor
I lost 20lbs, lost my
virginity, lost my
wallet and lost my will
to live. Is this normal?
- Advised w/ consent
Dear Student,
Yes, it’s the Mercer
grow up and get fit
workout plan.
-The Voice.

Capricorn

Dec. 22 - Jan. 19
Couch potato has been
your name for a while.
Maybe it’s time to go
to the gym or toss a
football; it is football
season after all!

_____

Aquarius

Jan. 20 - Feb. 18
Relationships haven’t
been the highlight of
your life for a while.
Step out of your comfort
zone and meet new
people; who knows, you
could find that special
someone!

Pices

Feb. 19 - Mar. 20
Do this, do that, run
here, blah blah blah.
Forget all that, time to
be selfish! Treat yourself
to something nice, this
month is all about you.

Aries

Mar. 21 - Apr. 19
You’ve been keeping
so busy lately that you
haven’t taken any time
for yourself. Time to
relax and play some call
of duty or take a bubble
bath and let your body
recuperate.

NOTE: THIS FEATURE IS
FOR ENTERTAINMENT
PURPOSES ONLY. ANY
RESEMBLANCE TO
ACTUAL PROBLEMS IS
PURELY COINCIDENTAL.

Taurus
Apr. 20 - May 20
Things have been
changing all around you
lately and it’s making
you uneasy. Perhaps
you should go with the
flow for once rather
than seclude yourself
from change.

Virgo

Aug. 23 - Sept. 22
It’s time for a
spontaneous trip
somewhere. Pack up a
car, grab some friends
and have some fun like
in the Hangover, just
maybe minus the tiger.

Gemini

May 21 - Jun. 20
Lately your memory
has been a bit lacking.
It could be you have
been hit in the head
one too many times, but
this month it is crucial
that you don’t forget
anything.

Libra

Sept. 23 - Oct. 22
Bills, bills, bills. Money
is getting tight this
month and although
strip clubs are
screaming “show me
the money!” you know
you need to buckle
down and save up.

2x the Get Fuzzy and Dilbert!

Cancer

Jun. 21 - Jul. 22
In with the new and
out with the old is your
motto for this month.
It’s time you let go of the
norm and experience
what the world has to
offer.

Scorpio

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
A career opportunity
is coming your way.
Maybe it’s time to grow
up and step away from
the keg stand.

Leo

Jul. 23 - Aug. 22
Having trouble in class?
Maybe you should take
this opportunity to
kill two birds with one
stone. Ask that person
you have been ogling
over for help.

Sagittarius

Nov. 22 - Dec. 21
You might feel a bit
mischievous and this
month is the perfect
time to play a couple
pranks. What better
way to release stress
and have fun at the
same time?

