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Student taken to court, banned from campus
Citing threats, security guards go to West Windsor Police Department

By Dmitry Gurvits
Senior Reporter
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Theater Arts student and LG-
BTF participant Michael Stroud 
was banned from campus for 
one year by West Windsor Mu-
nicipal Court Judge Mary S. 
Brennan, on April 27. The ban 
is in response to charges filed 
by Security Officer Joseph Pier-
leonardi against Stroud for ha-
rassment.
 Although some of the 
facts remain unclear it is cer-
tain that on February 26, a day 
the school was closed for snow, 
Stroud came to campus to use 
the library’s computer lab. He 
was surprised to find that the 
campus was closed. In an in-
terview with the VOICE Stroud 
said that he was followed by 
a pair of unidentified security 
officers and that one of them 
called him a “faggot.”
 Stroud, apparently in-
censed by the remarks and up-
set over the way security officers 
had ended the LGBTF students’ 
kiss-in event on February 18 
(see “Security and LGBTF clash 
over kiss-in” in The VOICE’s on-
line archives) placed a series of 
phone calls to Mercer’s security 
office, which Pierleonardi, who 
fielded the calls, describes as 
“threatening.” 
 “I don’t remember 
exactly, but [Stroud] said ‘ho-
mosexual’ and that security 
didn’t like the gays and lesbians 
and that security liked choking 
them. He said  ‘you’re going to 
pay for what you did,’” said Pier-
leonardi. Pierleonardi added 
that it was Stroud’s tone and the 
anger with which he made the 
statements that alarmed him.
 “It’s the first time I’ve 
been ever threatened in 26 years 
[at Mercer]. And then I called 
West Windsor [Police Depart-
ment] and pressed charges.” 
Pierleonardi says he pressed 
the charges on his own behalf, 
and not on behalf of the college.
 Upon being notified 
of the charges, Stroud then 
approached Chief Raimondi 
hoping to remedy the situation 
outside of the court. Chief of 
Security John Raimondi, feeling 
that Pierleonardi bore the full 

brunt of Stroud’s alleged state-
ments, told Stroud to apologize 
to Pierleonardi. 
 “It just was very offen-
sive to Joe [Pierleonardi],” Rai-
mondi said, adding that “I was 
just taking it afterwards.”
 The result of these con-
versations between Stroud and 
Mercer security officers was a 
letter signed by Joseph Pierleon-
ardi saying that Pierleonardi 
would “accept Michael Stroud’s 
apology” if Stroud wrote “a let-
ter of apology to the officers in-
volved at the student center and 
have this letter published in The 
College VOICE showing [his] true 
positive feelings in this matter...
write [Pierleonardi] a personal 
letter of apology...most impor-
tantly, [Stroud] make an ap-
pointment to see and talk to the 
college counselor, Valerie Klein 
Brooks [sic] about your actions.” 
The letter goes on to say that “if 

the above are completed, I will 
drop all the charges against you 
filed with the WWPD court.”
 After receiving the let-
ter, Stroud sought out help on 
campus, talking to numerous 
people about his situation in-
cluding school counselor Val-
erie Brooks-Klein, and Profes-
sor Alex DeFazio the adviser 
to the LGBTF and an adjunct 
Theater Arts professor, among 
others. According to eyewit-
ness accounts, Stroud appeared 
shaken by the letter and said he 
wished to put the matter behind 
him but did not know how to do 
so. 
 Later, following more 
conversations between Stroud 
and Mercer Security, the details 
of which are unclear, allegedly 
Pierleonardi verbally amended 
his written statement adding 
that he’d do everything in his 
power to have the charges dis-

missed but that he could not 
completely control the out-
come of the court proceedings. 
 Also, as it is a general 
rule that publications’ editors, 
and not their consumers, de-
termine their content, Pierleon-
ardi later rescinded the stipu-
lation that Stroud publish a 
letter of apology in the College 
VOICE. 
 On March 24, Stroud 
appeared at municipal court for 
the first time. He applied for a 
public defender and the matter 
was adjourned until April 28. 
 A few weeks later, in 
mid-April, Stroud apparently 
left the state and went to visit 
friends in Ft. Lauderdale, Flor-
ida leaving his classes unfin-
ished. 
 On April 28 Stroud re-
turned to New Jersey and ap-
peared before municipal court 
Judge Brennan. At the court-
house were Security Officer 
Pierleonardi and Chief Rai-
mondi, who arrived in a marked 
Mercer SUV wearing their secu-
rity uniforms. 
 Stroud was represent-
ed by public defender Robin 
Echevarria. During the court 
appearance no testimony was 
given, no formal charges were 
read, and no plea was entered, 
and the matter was rescheduled 
for April 27, 2011. 
 The West Windsor Mu-
nicipal Court Clerk’s office says 
that the matter has been placed 
on administrative hold, and 
that, technically, no ruling has 
actually been entered. Judge 
Brennan said that the charges 
will be dropped and will not 
go on Stroud’s criminal record 
provided he does not come on 
campus for one year and takes 
eight anger management class-
es.
 Mark H. Jaffe, an at-
torney in Princeton for 23 years 
described the court’s remedy 
as a common and completely 
legal one. “This is a negotiated 
plea...the defendant, after talk-
ing to his legal counsel, chose 
to accept the offer that would 
ultimately result in the matter 
being dismissed.” Jaffe added 
that “there’s no guilty plea, but 
inherently there’s some respon-

sibility.”
 However, Stroud, in a 
text message sent to The VOICE 
just days after Judge Brennan’s 
decision, said, “my lawyer  
never asked me my side of the 
story. I never saw the charges or 
what was said. The lawyer never 
spoke with me. They spoke with 
the security for 20 minutes. I 
was denied basic constitutional 
rights.” 
 In response to Stroud’s 
allegations, Echevarria said 
“I’m [in court] for how ever long  
I need to be. Ask anybody. I’m 
not one of those lawyers that 
tries to do things in a hurry. If he 
felt that he didn’t have enough 
time to talk to me that’s his 
problem, not my problem.”
 According the Director 
of College Safety Bryon Mar-
shall, Pierleonardi acted on his 
own in choosing the local police 
to remedy the situation. How-
ever, the exact role of the college 
remains unclear, with Marshall 
calling it a “gray area,” because 
the incident happened while 
Pierleonardi was on the job.
Marshall says that is the reason 
that Pierleonardi and Raimondi 
were allowed to take the Mercer 
SUV to the courthouse, and to 
be paid while there. 
 Jose Fernandez, Ex-
ecutive Director for Compli-
ance and Human Resources at 
Mercer said, “[Pierleonardi] put 
something forward, and he is a 
college employee, so people did 
not know [if ] this [was] coming 
from the college or [if it was] 
coming from [him]. It confused 
people. So I told him next time, 
just to talk to us so that we’re all 
on the same page...Obviously 
[Stroud] did not really know   if 
[the legal action] was coming 
from him, or the college.” 
 When asked if the mat-
ter would have been handled 
differently if administration 
had been “on the same page” 
sooner, Fernandez said, “I don’t 
know, because it never hap-
pened...maybe, maybe not.” 
Fernandez added that “there’s 
no flow chart, no policy,” for 
handling cases like these. 
 When asked if he knew 
of a time when a student’s mis-

Mercer Security Chief John Raimondi and Security Officer 
Joseph Pierleonardi exit the West Windsor Municipal Court 
House on April 28th, 2010.
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Catie MacDuff and Sydney Lipskind at the 
Lawrence walk out on April 27. 

CAMPUS LIFE
High school students protest education cuts 
Gov. Christie cuts funds to students and teachers to make budget

Lawrence High School students 
walked out of their classes on 
Tuesday, April 27 at 8 a.m. as 
part of a state-wide protest 
against Governor Chris Chris-
tie’s recent budget cuts in edu-
cation.
  To balance the state 
budget Gov. Christie cut the 
state aid that school districts 
receive each year. This means 
that school districts will have to 
pay for all programs, teachers 
and expenses without their aid 
from the state. In the Lawrence 
School District as well as other 
districts around the state, some 
pre-tenured teachers and aides, 
and some sports, clubs and pro-
grams will need to be cut.
  Lawrence High junior 
Virginia Vinch organized the 
walk-out after receiving a Face-
book link from Protest NJ Edu-
cation Cuts - State Wide School 
Walk Out.  She sent out at least 
500 Facebook messages to Law-
rence students saying, “Yes [the 
protest] is against Chris Christie 
but it is MAINLY to show that 
we care about our education 
and schools and show SUP-
PORT FOR OUR TEACHERS.”
 Vinch also informed 
students in her message that 
she was not demanding any-
thing but rather that she was 
hoping students would join her 
in the chance to really make 
a difference. As she found out 
that morning, students were 
more than willing to join her.  
Glenn Friedeborn, a Lawrence 
High senior, said he participat-
ed so “teachers and sports can 
keep going, so kids can have the 
same education that I had.”
 Administration re-
sponded to the situation by 
asking students to file through 
the front doors of the building 
when they began to walk out 15 
minutes into first period. While 
students stood at the bus port, 
school security as well as Vice 
Principle Gilson surrounded 
them and asked that they keep 
the protest to a reasonable vol-
ume since Lawrence Middle 
School, adjacent to the high 
school, was taking their NJASK 
standardized tests that day. Af-
ter the event, Superintendent 
Philip Meara said he felt the 
“administration handled [the 

situation] well.”
 When first period end-
ed, students were asked by se-
curity to return to the building.  
Students who did not return 
were told that their absence 
from second period would be 
considered a cut and that they 
might get a call home to their 
parents. Students disregarded 
this request and remained out-
side until the media arrived and 
interviewed them. Students 
said, “We wanted to wait for the 
media because we wanted our 
message to be heard.”   Frie-
deborn said, “It was a peaceful 
protest. They should have let us 
protest,” regarding the request 
by the administration to return 
to the building and to be qui-
eter.
 Christie stated that 
budget cuts could be avoided if 
teachers would agree to a one-
year salary freeze and pay 1.5 
percent of their salaries for their 
medical benefits. He said, “The 
teachers union has a choice to 
make here – they wanna lose 
members or they wanna reopen 
contracts?” When questioned 
about the effect the budget cuts 
will have on schools, Christie re-
sponded, “What am I supposed 
to do?  Where am I supposed to 
find the money to pay for this 
[debt]?” Christie also stated the 
teachers union are “the bul-
lies of state street; they’ve bul-
lied every administration...and 
they’re not going to bully me.”
 It has been estimated 
by the state Department of Ed-
ucation that even if all school 
districts agreed to a one-year 
salary freeze along with paying 
1.5 of salaries into the cost of 
health insurance, there would 
still be a budget shortfall of at 
least $849.3 million dollars.
  In addition to state aid 
to local school districts, Christie 
is cutting state expenditures in 
higher education.  One program 
cut that is affecting current as 
well as future Mercer students 
is the NJ STARS program. NJ 
STARS is a program that allows 
high school students who grad-
uate in the top 15 percent of 
their graduating class to attend 
their local community college  
tuition-free for five semesters. 
NJ STARS II is the continua-
tion of this program that allows 
students to continue from com-
munity college to state colleges 

such as Monclair, The College of 
New Jersey, Rutgers, and Rowan 
with some of their tuition paid 
depending on their GPA, from 
3.0 and up.
 Mercer’s NJ STARS 
Adviser Diane Rizzo said, “The 
whole atmosphere of educa-
tion is really changing at the 
elementary school level right 
through the colleges; all public 
institutions are facing serious 
cut-backs.” She went on to say, 
“The only silver lining is that 
students who are already STARS 
continuing to the STARS II pro-
gram will be funded through 
the completion of their studies.”
 In response to the NJ 
STARS program itself Rizzo had 
this to say: “I think what STARS 
does is it honors the achieve-
ment of students by providing 
them with tuition at a public 
institution. I feel that it’s a great 
way for a state, any state really, 
to express its commitment to 
its education and to honor its 
highest-achieving students and 
it gives students something to 
aspire to.” She continued by 
saying, “I feel like the cuts to the 
STARS program are very painful 
to us as an institution because 
STARS students have already 
demonstrated academic suc-
cess, and having a population of 
students that are really commit-
ted to academics is healthy for 

any institution.”
  Rizzo estimates that 
there are about 175 STARS stu-
dents currently attending Mer-
cer. The number of STARS stu-
dents that had been accepted 
for the fall semester from public 
high schools (before cuts to the 
program) ranged from 75-90 stu-
dents.
  NJ STARS Mercer Presi-
dent Jamie Dow said, “STARS re-
ally got the bad end of the stick. 
Especially prospective students 
who had their hearts set on com-
munity colleges and most likely 
already declined other schools – 
they had their hearts set on out 
of state.” She went on to say, “I 
based my entire future educa-
tion on the STARS program. I de-
cided to stay in-state so a portion 
of my schooling would be cov-
ered by the program, but now, 
by the looks of it, Christie has the 
decision to completely get rid 
of STARS II which will directly 
impact me. I applied to Cornell 
as well, and since the change in 
STARS, decided to go to Rutgers 
just to feel safe financially. Now 
that I know it’s not a definite I’m 
more nervous than ever.”
  Dow, along with all the 
current STARS students, faces 
this type of dilemma with the 
unsure outcome of STARS II.
  Mercer is also feeling 
the budget cuts, and full-time 

faculty who have left or retired 
are not being replaced.  The 
Board of Trustees is consider-
ing freezing faculty pay raises 
even though the faculty con-
tract for the next four years was 
signed only four months ago.
 Mercer students are 
feeling the cuts in the form of 
tuition increases. Mercer Pres-
ident Dr. Patricia Donohue 
said, “We anticipated the cuts 
and that is why we raised tu-
ition, so our budget would be 
fine.”
 Back at the Lawrence 
High School walkout, fresh-
man Alec Pomeroy said, “Chris 
Christie cares more about his 
cheese steak than our educa-
tion.”

By Kelly Smith
Reporter

HOW DO STATE EDUCATION CUTS AFFECT YOU? HERE’S THE MATH:

	 NUMBER OF 
FULL-TIME 

FACULTY IN 2009

	 NUMBER OF 
FULL-TIME 

FACULTY IN 2010

138 131

	 COST PER 
CREDIT WHEN 
THIS YEAR’S 
GRADUATES 

STARTED

	 COST PER 
CREDIT FOR 

INCOING 
FRESHMEN IN 

FALL 2010

$112 $127

	 NUMBER OF 
NEW MCCC 
NJSTARS 
 2009-10

	 NUMBER OF 
NEW MCCC
 NJSTARS IN 

2010-11

175 0
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Glenn Friedborn Lawrence 
High School senior and protest 
participant. Visit  mcccvoice.org 
to see interview with Friedeborn.
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The young and uninsured
Mercer student Tim Bowden, like 
many other college students, lives 
with his parents in their home in 
Ewing, NJ. Bowden, a second-year 
Liberal Arts major, is 24 years old, 
works three days a week deliver-
ing for Domino’s Pizza and plans to 
transfer to Rutgers for a degree in 
English. He doesn’t plan to move 
out of his parents’ house until he’s 
27 or possibly even later. 
 Bowden, like an increas-
ing number of young adults, would 
like to be on his own, but the costs 
of medical insurance is one thing 
holding him back.
 The Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act allows young 
adults to remain covered on their 
parents’ health insurance policy 
until the minimum age of 26 (New 
Jersey stretches the age to 31) by 
paying the group rates available on 
their parents’ policy.  Although the 
coverage is not free, it is substan-
tially less than any individual pol-
icy that a young person could try to 
carry on his or her own. 
 Prior to the bill’s signing 
on March 23, 2010, New Jersey resi-
dents dependent on their parents’ 
health insurance policy had their 
insurance terminated at the age of 
23 and were then forced to pay for 
their own health insurance by pur-
chasing an individual policy on the 
open market. For most young peo-

ple the costs associated are simply 
too great to bear. 
 As a result, an increasing 
number of college students sim-
ply go uninsured. When they get 
sick they may have little choice but 
to go to the Emergency Room for 
care. Any injury or illness can lead 
to huge medical bills and debt. 
 Some healthy adolescents 
don’t see health insurance as a 
pressing concern and they may not 
worry about being uninsured, but 
this age group is particularly vul-
nerable to certain ailments.
 According to The Journal 
of Adolescent Health, “the preva-
lence of many sexually transmitted 
infections, especially chlamydia, 
gonorrhea, and human papilloma 
virus peaks during this age, and 
young adult females aged 20 to 24 
have the highest pregnancy rate.”
 Additionally, the Na-
tional Institute for Healthcare 
Management Foundation re-
ported that “Increasing numbers 
of young adults are overweight or 
obese today. There are also an 
increasing number of young 
adults living with chronic 
medical conditions or 
disabilities. In 2003, dis-
ability affected one out 
of every 15 young 

adults between 16 and 20 years 
old.”
 In practical terms, this 
means that although young 
adults are the demographic most 
likely to forego health insurance 
coverage or think they don’t need 
it, they often need it just as much 
as any other group.
 According to the United 
States Department of Banking 
and Insurance website, there are 
currently 13 million people ages 
19 to 29 living without health in-
surance. 
 The numbers of unin-
sured young 

adults in New Jersey should be re-
duced significantly in the coming 
years as the Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act goes into effect.  
 What the bill does not ad-
dress is the psychological and finan-
cial burdens put on young adults 
and their parents alike when the 
pressure to remain insured forces 
them to forgo the independence 
for which they are developmentally 
ready. 

By Elias Schulkin
Reporter

By Dmitry Gurvits
Senior Reporter

behavior has lead a Mercer 
employee to take the matter to 
the police rather than follow-
ing the school’s internal judicial 
process, Dean of Liberal Arts, 
Robin Schore, said that in his 
38 year history at the college 
he could not remember such a 
thing occurring. 
 “There’s usually some 
kind of hearing before some-
body is declared persona non 
grata,” said Schore. “I’m not 
aware of [criminal charges be-
ing filed] before.” 
 Schore added that “stu-
dents have been put off campus 
for being a danger to them-
selves or other people. [This has 
happened to] unstable people, 
criminals...If people went to jail 
for calling other people names, 
there’d be no one on the out-
side.”
 Executive Dean of Stu-
dent Affairs L. Diane Camp-
bell said that “if a student does 
something in which they break 
the law....the discipline proce-
dure suspends at that point.”
 Campbell added that, 
while she does not remem-
ber the details, a student was 
brought up on criminal charges 
for assaulting another student 
here at Mercer about two years 
ago.
 0n page 66 of Mercer’s 

student handbook it says “viola-
tions of local ordinances, feder-
al or state laws, where said vio-
lation poses a substantial threat 
to the safety and or welfare of 
campus community members 
may subject the student to dis-
ciplinary proceedings.” 
 According to LGBTF 
Public Relations Officer Melissa 
Wingo, part of the problem may 
have been that Stroud, feeling 
attacked by the use of the word 
“faggot”, may not have know 
how to air his grievance. In fact, 
in a similar situation the LGBTF 
felt upset by security’s behav-
ior towards them. They felt that 
security made the kiss-in event 
disruptive and tried to prevent 
the LGBTF from exercising their 
freedom of expression and free-
dom of speech, a position that 
was supported by the ACLU 
who weighed in on the LGBTF’s 
behalf. 
 The first person Stroud 
might have talked to is campus 
anti-harassment officer and 
English professor Amy Von-
drak. Vondrak says that while 
the training she received in 
2006 was extensive, the campus 
anti-harassment officer train-
ing guide has “no specific pro-
cedure to address student com-
plaints with staff.” Adding to the 
confusion, says Vondrak, is the 
fact that there is an entirely sep-
arate procedure for filing griev-
ances with Dean Campbell’s 
office, and that “there was not 
any mention of that overlap. I’m 

also unaware of a process for 
students to file a grievance with 
Dean Campbell.” 
 Wingo said of the griev-
ance filing process “now that 
the grievance officers are aware 
of what they have to do on their 
end, its pretty simple. But it 
was hard just to get a grievance 
counselor who knew what was 
going on and knew how to file 
the paperwork properly. A lot 
of them were either not around, 
or had never received a griev-
ance complaint before...It took 
a couple weeks before we could 
actually file a grievance...The 
policy manual was very un-
clear [about the procedure], 
and when we finally did figure it 
out, some of the people we were 
supposed to talk to were people 
who we already felt had been 
unsupportive.”
 What happens next 
for Michael Stroud is not clear. 
Bryon Marshall says that the 
college will find a way for him 
to finish his classes and have his 
disciplinary hearing, despite 
the court’s ban. “Chief Raimon-
di said that it “ended amica-
bly. We helped him out on [the 
charges]. Actually we gave him 
a break. We were being con-
genial about the whole thing.” 
At this point Stroud is unwill-
ing to return to campus, saying 
that the experience is taxing his 
health, “I’m depressed and I 
can’t keep reliving this over and 
over. I’m the victim here and I 
need to move on for my health.”

Register for Fall 
classes now!

2010

To register for classes online visit:
https://mcccwebp.mccc.edu/FCCSC/navigate/student.jsp

Fall Session Dates:
15 Week ............................................... August 30 - December 15
10 Week ............................................September 7 - December 15
5  Week ............................................... October 22 - December 18

Don’t miss out! 
Talk to your faculty 
advisor to find the right 
classes for you!

Longing for a challenge?
Consider the 
Honors Program!
If your GPA is 3.5+ and 
you’ve completed 12+ credits, 
contact program coordinator 
Prof. Carol Bork at 
borkc@mccc.edu or 
609-586-4800 ext. 3890
Or drop by LA 172 for more info.

	

for more info on or to weigh in on this topic visit
MCCCVOICE.ORG
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Chris Harford playing at Communiversity 
Day in Princeton. 

An economic recession as well 
as a long, cold winter leaves few 
options for entertainment.  So 
what were people doing for fun 
this past year?  Amanda Freas, 
a 19 year old education major, 
has the answer - going to the 
movies.  Freas works at Pier 1 
Imports while she is a Mercer 
student, and money is tight.  
Why doesn’t Freas (and  mil-
lions of other movie-goers) rent 
movies or do something cheap-
er than going to the theater?
 The current high un-
employment rates and the ex-
pensive ticket prices are not 
keeping people away from the 
theaters.  According to The New 
York Times, movie attendance 
has increased 21 percent and 
box office revenue was up 23 
percent nationwide, and is at 
$1.5 billion so far in the first 
seven weeks of the year 2010.
 According to the Na-
tional Association of Theater 
Owners in Washington DC, 
box office numbers increased 
during 5 out of the 7 economic 
downturns over the past 40 
years. This trend also holds 
true during the Great Depres-
sion when there was a sharp 
increase in movie ticket sales as 
well.  The main reason cited for 
this is that people attend mov-
ies in order to escape their own 

troubles or reality. Movies act as 
a stress reliever, and it is much 
easier to become engulfed in a 
large theater than in the living 
room of one’s own home. Freas 
says that as soon as she enters 
through the cinema’s doors, 
she is no longer in Hamilton, 
NJ but transported to a whole 
new world in the movie of her 
choice.  “When I enter the mov-
ies, I feel as if I’m actually a 
character inside of it.”  People 
can put off dealing with their 
problems and choose to tem-
porarily get lost in the screen.
 Another reason for the 
increase in 2009 was that there 
was a much broader range of 
movies released than in the 
past.  A wider variety of top-
ics brings in a wider demo-
graphic of people who want to 
see a movie.  Total ticket sales 
as of March 8th 2010 for Avatar 
was $720.4 million, ranking it 
number 1 for 2009. Closely be-
hind is Transformers: Revenge 
of the Fallen with $402.1 mil-
lion, Harry Potter and the Half-
Blood Prince with $302 million 
and Twilight: New Moon with 
$296.3 million.
 Although the subject 
matter of the movies was more 
diverse, the actual number of 
films released was down.  Ac-
cording to Exhibitor Relations 
Inc., the number of movies re-
leased by the end of 2009 was 
down by 14 percent compared 
to 2008.  Jeff Robinov, pictures 

group president for Warner 
Bros said, “It’s a really good 
trend for us because you have 
the opportunity to play your 
films longer.”  People then have 
a better chance to see the movie 
they want to see before it ends 
its run and comes out on DVD.
 Expansion of IMAX 3D 
theaters is also an important 
factor in the increase in movie 
attendance, since this aspect 
cannot be seen at home or on 
the computer. Audrey Linde-

man, 19 year old employee at 
AMC Theaters in Melbourne, 
FL said, “Ever since the pro-
jection of 3D in IMAX theaters, 
there have been more and more 
people coming in to see mov-
ies. Even the snack sales have 
increased.” The only other year 
that had higher movie ticket 
sales was 2002, due to the post  
9/11 recession.  Since then, at-
tendance had been dropping 
until now.
 And about those high 

ticket prices, research firm OTX 
discovered in a survey given 
early in 2009 that consum-
ers ranked movie-going as the 
best value for their entertain-
ment dollar.   This activity was 
ranked fifth in a 2008 survey. 
After all, movies are a cheap 
date and a convenient way to 
get together with any size group 
of friends. Especially in a reces-
sion,  Americans continue to be 
absorbed in the magic created 
by Hollywood.

PROFILE: Chris Harford, Princeton’s unsung guitar hero

Chris Harford, a Princeton na-
tive and singer/songwriter and 
guitarist of “The Band of Chang-
es,” is no stranger to Princeton’s 
vibrant music scene.  In the past 
few weeks he has played several 
performances here, including a 
show at Small World Coffee and 
one at Communiversity, Princ-
eton’s street festival.
 His band’s unique-
ness stems from its concept: a 
constantly changing line-up of 
musicians that give the music a 
fresh perspective each time it is 
played. The musicians in its re-
cent show at Small World Cof-
fee included members of mar-
quee bands like Ween, Furthur 
and Particle.
 “I was born and raised 
in Princeton and my earliest 
memory is seeing the Beatles 
on Ed Sullivan...[in] 1964 and 
I kind of knew from then, at a 
very young age, that I wanted to 
be in a band and play music.  So 
I had a band in high school, and 
I had a band in college called 
‘Three Colors’ and we moved to 
Boston.”
 Three Colors became 
a five-piece band that includ-
ed Dana Colley, who would 
later play with a band called 
Morphine, and Hub Moore, 
who would become Harford’s 
song-writing partner for seven 
years. Harford and Moore lived 
together and would rehearse 
in the basement.  They eventu-

ally got a record deal in England 
which landed them in London 
for a year.
 “We went through a 
whole lot of musical styles try-
ing to learn our own style. We 
were really into ska and punk 

and when you move to a town 
like Boston you get exposed 
to art rock. We were definitely 
searching for a sound and try-
ing to figure out who we were. 
And it isn’t until you take the 
drive across the country when 

you start touring that you start 
to hear through the south on 
the radio, you know, Hank Wil-
liams. That’s when you start to 
appreciate the history of song 
writing and you’re like ‘Oh 
Hank Williams, holy shit, this 
is amazing; this is what influ-
enced Bob Dylan.’”
 Harford and Moore 
eventually split after six years 
of living and working together. 
Harford landed a job mailing 
records for a record company 
in Skillman, NJ, about 10 miles 
from his hometown. This job 
exposed him to an wide variety 
of music and also allowed him 
to reconnect with his old high 
school buddies. Harford moved 
in with Andrew Weiss, an old 
friend of his who was beginning 
to produce records and would 
go on to produce and play bass 
on numerous “Ween” albums. 
Harford also met Sim Cain at 
this time, a friend of Weiss’s 
whom Harford still plays with.
 Harford enjoys the 
idea of not being in a band, but 
rather performing with differ-
ent musicians and not experi-
encing the limitations of play-
ing with the same people every 
show. As a result of this, his first 
album (released in 1992) has 
about 50 different musicians. 
This album shows the roots of 
his current band, “The Band of 
Changes.”
 Although Harford has 
had critical acclaim from Roll-
ing Stone, Spin and the New 

York Times, he is unhappy 
with the lack of exposure from 
WXPN, The University of Penn-
sylvania’s member supported 
public radio station.  Harford 
feels this station would be a 
perfect fit for the type of music 
he plays.
 Chris Harford has been 
playing with his band every 
Tuesday night for the last 25 
weeks at the BT Bistro restau-
rant on Route 1, one of the few 
venues in the Princeton area for 
local musicians. He feels a frus-
tration with the lack of a rock 
venue in the area, but also be-
lieves that it is how the town of 
Princeton would prefer it to be.
 “It’s a huge shame, 
and that’s why, thanks to Small 
World coffee because they’re 
the only one that lets bands 
come in a play, and its all ages 
so none of this bullshit, like you 
can’t come in unless you’re 21. 
[Small World Coffee has] done 
a huge service to the commu-
nity. That’s really the only place, 
other than this BT Bistro now. I 
think that the town of Princeton 
is so snobby and uptight that 
it’s designed that way. I don’t 
think that the police and the 
powers that be want a rock ven-
ue, which is a shame.” Harford 
says.  
 Despite the lack of an 
official rock venue, Harford and 
his band continue to perform 
throughout the Princeton area 
and often in New Hope, PA as 
well.

Box office booming despite penny pinching
ARTS+ENTERTAINMENT

By Ashley Fischer
Reporter

By Matt White
Senior Reporter
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Mercer’s Academic Theatre Program’s 
well-executed production of the musi-
cal RENT ran in the Kelsey Theatre from 
April 9 to 18. It was entertaining for new-
comers and long-time fans alike.
 The musical, which was written 
by Jonathan Larson who died of an an-
eurysm at the age of 35 (just before the 
musical hit the stage), is based on Gia-
como Puccini’s opera La Boheme.
 The story follows a diverse 
group of friends living in New York’s 
East Village at the height of the AIDS 
epidemic. The characters struggle to pay 
rent, cope with AIDS and find love while 
being driven out of their squatter apart-
ment by a landlord and former friend 
who intends to tear down their block 
and build something bigger and better.
 Jody P. Person, Coordinator 
of the Theatre and Dance Programs at 
Mercer, directed and choreographed the 
production. He selected a talented cast 
that did an admirable job holding up to 
the original Broadway production which 
ended its run in September 2008 after a 

twelve years. Many in the audience had 
seen the Broadway and 2005 movie ver-
sions, resulting in  high expectations.
 Nicole Patrick gave an out-
standing vocal and acting performance 
with her rendition of the song “Over the 
Moon.” The audience was asked to par-
ticipate by “mooing” along with Patrick, 
which made for a very interactive and 
enjoyable experience. For many this was 
the highlight of the show.
 Brandon Maxwell also gave a 
standout performance as Mark Cohen. 
Not only did he look the part of his docu-
mentary filmmaker character; he also 
rocked the vocals.
 Jonathan V. Polanco, who played 
Angel, gave an especially energetic per-
formance as a young drag queen. Po-
lanco danced fearlessly in high heels on 
the set’s large wooden table during the 
signature number, “La Vie Boheme.”
 While the Broadway cast in-
cluded an ethnically and racially diverse 
cast, Mercer’s production made several 
adjustments, as it was limited by avail-
able actors. One change involved the 
character Joanne Johnson. Johnson is 
African American in the script but was 

changed to Jewish in order to accom-
modate Veronica Furman in the part. 
These types of changes, however, did not 
reduce the impact of the overall perfor-
mance.
 The cast sang well, though some 
were stronger than others. Rachel Rocco, 
who played Mimi, had a unique voice 
and seemed to struggle to stay in tune 
with the others. However, this did not 
hinder the overall feel of the play either.
 The multi-level set, designed by 
Kate Pinner, supported the needs of the 
production very well. One could easily 
understand when simultaneous action 
was taking place in distinct locations. 
Every aspect of the set served more than 
just one purpose. In one scene trash cans 
were used as a prop when the squatters 
burn paper to keep warm after the heat 
is shut off. Those same trash cans be-
came the legs of a long wooden table in 
the dinner scene.
 Along with set props, lighting 
became a very effective tool to draw the 
audience into the performance. Using 
a variety of colors to show the mood of 
each scene allowed audience members 
to feel the change of atmosphere from 

one song to another. The song “Without 
You” featured a saddening blue light that 
gave it a deeper meaning.
 The costuming clearly drew in-
spiration from the original Broadway 
production. Most of it worked, but the 
costume for Roger, played by Jeremy 
Robinson, did not support his rocker 
attitude. His leather jacket looked like 
something out of an Elvis Presley Hal-
loween costume box.
 Another element of the pro-
duction that could have been improved 
was the volume of the live band which 
sometimes drowned out the vocals. 
That said, the band’s live  instrumental 
performance was beyond impressive. 
Musicians included Nicolas Cheng as 
conductor and on keyboard, James Ca-
per on bass, Steve Miller on guitar and 
keyboard and Scott Visco on drums. 
 First-time viewer of the musical 
Paul Siracusa, a sophomore at Mercer, 
said the musical was “well put together. 
Everyone was a convincing character.” 
Hamilton High West freshman Jasmine 
Rivera, a devoted movie fan of RENT, 
said of Mercer’s production, “I liked it a 
lot, I wish my school would perform it.”

THE CAST OF RENT OWNED THE HOUSE

If you are looking for a place to experi-
ence slam poetry, live music and other 
forms of expression on Friday nights, Ka-
ya’s Kitchen, a restaurant in Belmar, NJ, 
is the place to be. Kaya’s Kitchen hosts 
their open mic nights after restaurant 
hours, usually starting at 11 p.m. People 
join for the entertainment and good 
company. 
 Entering Kaya’s one sees the 
walls covered with brightly colored hip-
py-style artwork and the lights are turned 
down low to set a welcoming mood. The 
entertainers and audience members are 
racially and ethnically diverse, though 
the crowd skews young and the vibe is 
definitely more peacenik than Tea Party. 
 To get a sense of how the eve-
ning takes shape, consider a typical Fri-
day night last April. The band Univer-
sal Tribe, which includes Kaya’s owner 
Omer Basatemur, played alternative 
rock  hip/hop music. Several up-and-
coming African American spoken word 
poets performed on topics such as lost 
love and inner struggles. Later a woman 
got up and expressed herself by shouting 
into the mic at top volume, “FUCK THE 
PO-LICE! FUCK THE PO-LICE.” This 

lasted about five minutes and was fol-
lowed by more music. It was an eclectic 
affair.
 Performers who play Kaya’s call 
in ahead of time or show up to put their 
name on the list. Friday night shows can 
end as late as 3 a.m. if there are enough 
performers. 
 Though the restaurant is not 
very large that does not stop a large 
number of people from showing up to 
enjoy the evening. Rather than standing 
to watch the performances people sit on 
benches, chairs and floor. 
  Universal Tribe performs regu-
larly and is a fan favorite. Their music 
can be described in one word: eccentric.  
Members of the band include Donald 
Arrington on vocals, Conor McCann on 
guitar, Keith Reilly on bass and Omer 
Basatemur on drums. 
 In an interview with the VOICE 
Arrington said that what makes Kaya’s 
Kitchen special is “the energy in that 
place when we all get together and that 
all the different art forms that are repre-
sented; not just music. I think it’s really 
important for us now to erase genres... 
art is art is art.”
  The open mic nights are filled 
with not only Belmar locals but also per-
formers from the Mercer County area. 
One such artist is Courtney Wade, who 

goes by “Rocky” and belongs to Cap City 
label, of Trenton New Jersey. He says he 
enjoys performing at Kaya’s because “I 
love the crowd that comes through Ka-
ya’s Kitchen, it’s like they’ve known you 
for years.” 
 Kaya’s Kitchen is soon moving a 

few blocks over to 1000 Main Street and 
Tenth Avenue. The new location is in a 
bigger building on a core street and they 
will have more space to host their open 
mic nights. The next open mic will be on 
May 29 at 11 p.m. 

Kaya’s Kitchen in Belmar serves up eclectic open mic

By Kelly Smith
Reporter

By Kelly Smith
Reporter

PHOTO | KELLY SMITH

PHOTO | ROBERT TERRANO

Donald Arrington lead singer of Belmar band Universal Tribe. 
--

RENT production, High School of Performing Arts student Brandon Maxwell, playing Mark  during “La Vie Boheme” 
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John Nadig, a pre-tenured 
mathematics professor at Mer-
cer lives a life of resource rec-
lamation - fixing, reusing, and 
restoring things - and gets great 
joy in using resources wisely 
and frugally.   For example, he 
rides his bicycle to school on 
most days, an hour ride from 
Yardley, PA each way, to save 
gas and get exercise.  He owns 
two Ferraris and a Maserati, all 
purchased in a totaled or run-
down state, which he restored 
himself.
 Nadig lives in a historic 
house that he bought 30 years 
ago. It was boarded up when he 
bought it, with 8 panes of glass 
missing. After spending about 
200 hours on each room, he 
finished restoring it five years 
ago. He also built a barn which 
he uses as a workspace to build 
and fix his automobiles and as a 
storage space to hold his build-
ing supplies and wood.
 With his woodwork-
ing skills and experience, Nadig 
has also been hired to design 
cabinets at a dining club on the 
grounds of Princeton Univer-
sity.
 When asked what got 
him into his hobbies of res-
toration and building, Nadig 
said it was necessity. “I’m one 
of five brothers and sisters and 
my parents didn’t have a lot of 

money, so I started working 
when I was 12 or 13 at a bicycle 
shop.  I worked at this bicycle 
shop till I graduated from col-
lege, fixing bicycles and so on. 
So I grew up in a mechanical 
atmosphere and I remember 
building stuff for my mother, a 
shelf here or a table there, but I 
didn’t really start building in an 
official way until I bought my 
first house.  Then it was a mat-
ter of economics.”
 About his hobbies, Na-
dig says, “People call it work, 
but it’s not work to me. It’s cre-

ative, it’s doing something, and 
I feel good after I make some-
thing.”
 Nadig received his BA 
in education with a concentra-
tion in math from Kutztown 
University. He received his MA 
in math as well as various ad-
ministration certificates from 
The College of New Jersey. Be-
fore coming to Mercer, Nadig 
taught secondary education 
in public schools for 35 years 
and has worked as an assistant 
principle of a high school. He 
currently teaches calculus, pre-

calculus, algebra and discrete 
mathematics at Mercer.
 According to Angelika 
Jeniga, “[Nadig] is a good teach-
er. He explains math well. 
 Nadig describes his 
teaching style as mathematical-
ly rigorous. He says he wants his 
students to understand “why 
they do what they do, so that 
relies on theory. So I present 
the theory and where it comes 
from, and I want them to derive 
it as well. It’s important for stu-
dents to understand where it 
came from, even though they 

may not remember.  It’s good 
to expose them to that, and if 
they become more inclined to-
ward math, they’ll have a real 
good concept of what we build 
our math on.  It’s all factual and 
logical.”
 According to Math Pro-
fessor Betty Peterson, Nadig 
“Has clearly demonstrated that 
he cares a lot about students. 
He has spent countless hours 
working with students individ-
ually to improve their math.
 Although Nadig could 
earn a living building and fixing 
things, he says he finds a great 
joy in teaching. Nadig says, “I 
really enjoy teaching. I don’t 
have to teach. I could stay home 
and make money another way.  
It’s not the money.  Actually, I 
could make money faster if I go 
out and pursue other jobs like 
this Princeton job.” 
 He also feels a great joy 
in having learned how to use 
the resources given to him and 
being able to solve problems on 
his own.  “It is liberating. There’s 
a sense of power there but not 
power that’s in any way nega-
tive, but just… strength.”

FACULTY PROFILE: John Nadig, the man who can do it all

“Soft,” “organic” and “flowing” 
are not words typically associ-
ated with steel, but artist Al-
bert Paley evokes them with 
his often larger-than-life sculp-
tures in the exhibit “Dialogue 
with Steel,” which was showing 
through April 18 at Grounds for 
Sculpture in Hamilton, New Jer-
sey.
 The exhibit showcased 
Albert Paley’s career from 1980 
to the present. In addition to 
the sculptures themselves, the 
exhibit featured Paley’s pre-
liminary sketches of sculptures 
placed next to finished pieces 
to allow the viewer insight into 
the artist’s development of his 
creative ideas. 
 Paley’s sculptures 
big and small immediately 
strike viewers with the fluid-
ity achieved in spite of working 
with a typically rigid, inorganic 
medium. According to Paley’s 
artist statement, he achieves 
this perceived motion through 
“manipulation of the steel, ei-
ther through the forging process 
or heat bending,” which later 
“constitutes an organic context 
in form development.”  In chal-
lenging the nature of steel to 
seemingly bend at his will, Pal-
ey also challenges the viewer to 
reconsider the thought of hard 
metal as rigid and unyielding.  
Discussing his view of the me-

dium in which he works, Paley 
writes, “Metal has its own lan-
guage, symmetry, dynamism 
and movement.  Art has the 
ability to introduce a human di-
mension to the environment.” 
 The largest piece on 
display was Paley’s 2009 sculp-
ture Portal. A Grounds for 
Sculpture staffer, who asked to 
remain anonymous because 
of public relations restric-
tions, said that Portal was “so 
big, it was the only piece that 
didn’t fit” in the indoor mu-
seum space.  He said, “It had 
to stay outside. It’ll be easy to 
find.”  Standing at five times 
the height of the average man, 
the immense sculpture stood 
out among the Grounds’ per-
manent art scattered about the 
outdoor space. Portal is a study 
of geometric form juxtaposed 
with flowing bands of metal 
reaching skyward.  Paley says, 
“When these two aspects are 
incorporated into the sculpture, 
they represent the spectrum of 
opposites, yet at the same time 
unification is accomplished 
within the composition of the 
sculpture.  This makes visible 
the nature of paradox.” 
 Sylvan, which was 
housed in the indoor museum, 
is 20 feet tall and has an abstract 
foundation of an immense rust 
colored spike surrounded by 
a bright blue steel ribbon spi-
raling upward.  Lemon yel-
low fronds of metal emerge 
from the spike, bent as if they 

were blowing in the wind.  “It’s 
amazing,” said museum patron 
Susan Craig of Hamilton Town-
ship.  “It looks almost tropical.”
 In contrast to Sylvan, 
the piece Elephants with Birds 
has a more realistic feel to it, 
but seems no less organic than 
its larger counterpart. Depict-
ing an elephant nestled within 
the flowing wings of various 
birds. The steel has been treated 
to look more like polished teak 
wood than metal. The transfor-
mation of hard metal into what 
looks like something intricately 
carved from the trunk of a tree 
showcases Paley’s unique tal-
ent of changing the elemental 
nature of steel to the viewer.
 Paley is a native Phila-
delphian whose work has been 
included in more than one hun-
dred shows all over the world.  
His pieces are also housed in 
permanent collections in the 
Museum of Fine Arts in Boston, 
the British Museum in London 
and the Metropolitan Museum 
in New York City.
 Paley began his artis-
tic career more than 30 years 
ago as a jeweler, but is now best 
known for his massive sculp-
tures, many of which were on 
display at Grounds for Sculp-
ture.  
 Currently showing at 
Grounds for Sculpture through 
September are two new exhib-
its.  Bold and colorful pop-art 
sculptures by Keith Haring ex-
plore themes of life and death 

while the environmental sculp-
tures of  Chakaia Booker, made 
out of  recycled rubber tires, 
evoke powerful abstract forms.  
Grounds for Sculpture is lo-
cated at 18 Fairgrounds Road 

in Hamilton, NJ.  Hours of op-
eration are Tuesday-Sunday, 
10am-6pm.  Regular admission 
price is $10 per person, with 
students receiving a  $2 dis-
count with ID.

The art of Albert Paley at Grounds for Sculpture in Hamilton
By Laura Bonds

Reporter

By Matt White
Senior Reporter
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Professor John Nadig at home with his hand-restored Mazerati Gibli.

Elephants with Birds by Albert Paley at the Grounds for 
Sculpture exhibit, “Dialogue with Steel.”
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PHOTO | DAN ASNISCostumers talk to a farmer at the West Windsor Community Farmers Mar-
ket, located in the Princeton Junction train station parking lot.

Springtime in the Garden 
State means planting time for 
area farmers.  For the rest of 
us, it means we can soon en-
joy fresh, local produce.  As 
more people become con-
cerned about sustainability 
and the harmful effects of in-
dustrial farming practices, the 
popularity of farmers markets 
has increased dramatically.
 Farmers markets al-
low us to get closer to our 
food sources and to interact 
with the people who actually 
produce it. And we can prac-
tice being “locavores” and 
“ethical omnivores,” if only 
for the day.
 A locavore strives to 
eat only food that is grown 
or produced within a certain 
radius of home, say 200 miles, 
while an ethical omnivore se-
lects animal products (meat, 
dairy, eggs, etc.) only from 
animals that have been treat-
ed humanely and ethically.
 Mercer County has 
seven farmers markets (see 
list at end).  The market here 
in West Windsor at the Princ-
eton Junction train station 
opened for the season on Sat-
urday, May 1.  According to 
Bo Child, manager of The Vil-
lage Bakery in Lawrenceville, 
the West Windsor market is 
the best-run community mar-
ket in Mercer County with a 
cool location, great vendors, 
a community-centric attitude 
and a festive air.  He adds that 
the market is well organized 
and well run, with a focus on 
locally grown and produced 
food and products.
     One problem with 
the growing demand for 
farmers markets is that every 
community wants the pres-
ence of a market in town but 
there are not enough local 
farmers who can supply all of 
these markets.  Some markets 
then allow vendors who are 
just retail outlets for whole-
sale produce that has been 
shipped in from long distanc-
es and is basically the same 
produce available in any gro-
cery store. 

     Ian Macdonald, as-
sistant manager of Cherry 
Grove Farm, says, “New Jersey 
farmers markets [range] any-
where from real, true farmers 
markets to complete jokes.”
     Beth Feehan, one of 
the organizers and cofound-
ers of the West Windsor mar-
ket, says, “It is a tough thing 
to police and some markets in 
the state are stricter than oth-
ers.  I’d say we are somewhere 
in the middle.”
     Feehan points out 
that you cannot buy water-
melons in May and expect 
them to be locally grown, 
and the whole point of a mar-
ket is not to be just a grocery 
store.  This early in the season, 
there is not a lot of produce 
available, just early lettuces, 
herbs and mushrooms.  The 
other offerings now include 
seedlings, plants and flowers.  
The next crops to harvest will 
be strawberries, peas, spin-
ach and other greens such as 
chard.  With the heat of the 
summer will come the color-
ful vegetables such as pep-
pers, squash and bushels of 
tomatoes.
     One common criti-
cism about eating sustain-
ably and organically is that 
it is much more expensive 
than eating industrially pro-
duced food.  To that, Feehan 
counters that industrial food 
is heavily subsidized by corn, 
wheat, soy and other subsi-
dies.  “Especially corn,” Fee-
han says, “it’s in everything.  
If corn wasn’t subsidized, in-
dustrial food would reflect its 
true cost and would be much 
more expensive.” 
     Feehan says that eat-
ing real food, closest to its nat-
ural state, and cooking from 
scratch isn’t as expensive as 
people think, especially if you 
buy in season when eating 
well is actually cheaper than 
eating cheap junk food.  Fee-
han also mentions that the 
healthcare costs of industrial 
food are never factored into 
the equations.
     In addition to the lo-
cally grown produce, the West 
Windsor market offers many 
local artisanal food products.  

Artisanal food is produced by 
hand using traditional old-
world techniques and the best 
quality ingredients.  The West 
Windsor market includes arti-
sanal bread, artisanal cheese, 
coffee, plants, organically 
raised chicken and game birds, 
potpies, orchard fruits and 
wood-fired pizza.
     We visited two of 
these artisanal producers to 
find out more about their food 
products. Cherry Grove Farm 
on Route 206 in Lawrenceville 
offers grass-fed beef, heirloom 
pork and lamb, free-range eggs 
and artisan-crafted cheese 
made from unpasteurized 
milk from their own grass-fed 
dairy cows.
     The beef and dairy 
cows are allowed to roam the 
pasture eating the grass.  When 
they are moved to a different 
pasture, the chickens are then 
brought in to scratch and peck 
in the dirt.  The pigs are a spe-
cial heirloom breed who are 
fed the whey that is left over 
from the cheese-making pro-
cess. 
     Stop in at the store 
and you are likely to meet Ian 
Macdonald, assistant man-
ager, who can give you a bio-
chemistry lesson on why the 
milk and beef from grass-fed 

cows and raw milk cheese is so 
much healthier than industri-
ally-manufactured dairy and 
meat products, as well as the 
many problems with these fac-
tory foods.
     Cherry Grove offers 
seven kinds of cheese, and you 
may be able to watch cheese 
maker Kelly Harding at work 
through a glass window look-
ing into the kitchen.  At the 
store as well as at the markets, 
you can taste samples. Mac-
donald notes that the color 
of the cheeses are the natural 
colors from the grass-fed milk. 
No additional dyes or waxes 
are added and you can see the 
color vary based on seasonal 
changes in the milk. 
     These are not cheeses 
to cook with and melt into a 
recipe or you will be wasting 
your money when their intense 
flavors get lost.  Rather, add 
these cheeses to the recipe at 
the last minute.
     The Herdsman cheese 
is a creamy, cheddar-like 
cheese that is great on a burg-
er.  The Asiago and Rosedale 
cheeses are aged, hard grating 
cheeses. Macdonald’s favor-
ite is the Maidenhead cheese 
whose rind is washed with Fly-
ing Fish Beer.  It has an earthy, 
peat-ty flavor that almost tastes 

smoked. Note that for the 
best flavor, cheese should be 
served at cool room tempera-
ture, not cold straight out of 
the fridge.
     Further up Route 206 
in the center of Lawrencev-
ille, The Village Bakery of-
fers rustic breads and French 
pastries made using tradi-
tional old-world techniques.  
Karen Child is the owner and 
French-trained pastry chef 
but since she and her bread 
bakers start their baking day 
at 11:30 p.m., you are more 
likely to meet Bo Child, hus-
band and manager, at the 
store.  Child says that the bak-
ery makes everything fresh 
from scratch each day.
     The bakery partici-
pates in five farmers markets 
and in order to prepare for 
the market, Child must arrive 
at the bakery at 4:30 in the 
morning.  The bread is just 
starting to cool by then and 
he must bag everything. Each 
pastry gets bagged in its own 
wax bag, according to health 
regulations.
     Asked which product 
is their most popular, Child 
said the almond croissants 
are the favorite by far, and the 
rustic breads are often gone 
by closing as well.

Tips for Farmers Market Shopping Farmers Markets in our area

Farmers' Markets give summer added flavor
By Sarina Prior
Senior Reporter

- Go early in the morning – it’s not as crowded and the selection 
is the best then.  As Bo Child says, “Get your butt out of bed 
and get over there.”

-  Go with an open mind. Let the produce shape your menu.

-  Browse before you buy.

-  Bring bags and cash.  Your own bags are greener and the 
wireless credit card readers fail routinely. 

-  Don’t be afraid to ask. The vendors love to educate people 
about their produce and growing philosophy.

-  Once you get home and are ready to use your fresh produce, 
choose recipes that don’t do much to it and don’t overcook; 
allow the fresh flavors to shine through.  

Capital City Farmers’ Market 
Trenton - East State Street – The 
Commons (between Warren & 
Broad Streets)
Open:  July 9 – Sept 24, 
Thursdays, 11 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Greening Princeton Farmers Market 
Princeton - Firestone Library, 
Chapel Plaza 
Open:  April 13 – May 18, 
Tuesdays 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
(Note: This is the earliest market 
to open in the spring and is only 
open as long as the university 
is in session, so there is not 
as much seasonal produce 
available.)

Hopewell Community Farmers Market 
Hopewell - Greenwood Avenue (at 
the Hopewell Train Station)
Open:  Year round, Wednesdays 2 
p.m. – 7 p.m.

Lawrenceville Farmers Market 
Lawrenceville - 16 Gordon Avenue 
(off of Route 206, parking lot of 
Lawrenceville Fuel)
Open:  June 7 – Oct 25, Sundays 
9a.m. – 1 p.m.

Pennington Farmers Market 
Pennington Borough - Route 
31 and Delaware Avenue (at the 
Pennington Shopping Center)
Open:  June 5 – Oct 30, Saturdays 
9 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Trenton Farmers Market 
Trenton/Ewing - 960 Spruce 
Street (next to Halo Farms)
Open:  Year round (May-Oct, 
seven days;  Nov-April, Thurs-
Sat 9 a.m. – 6 p.m.)
(Note: This is the largest market 
in Mercer County.)

West Windsor Farmers Market 
West Windsor - Princeton 
Junction Train Station 
(southbound Vaughn Drive 
parking lot, off of Alexander 
Road)
Open:  May 1 – Oct 30, 
Saturdays 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.
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Princeton’s Ferry House offers pricey perfection 

Camillo’s Cafe: sophisticated and authentic Italian 

If you are looking for a special 
meal and you have some extra 
cash to splurge, then Camillo’s 
Café in the Princeton Shopping 
Center is the answer.  Its loca-
tion and name might suggest 
this is a casual and inexpensive 
eatery, but the menu is neither 
casual nor cheap.  It is a sophis-
ticated and authentic Italian 
cuisine that fills a niche in the 
area dining scene.
 We enjoyed a deli-
cious meal and had a pleasant 
evening in a cozy and whimsi-
cally amusing Tuscan trattoria.  
The semi-open kitchen area in 
the corner lets the sounds of 
preparation and cooking come 
through the dining room in a 
homey and comforting way.  
But be warned - we spent $150 
for dinner for four, including tax 
and tip.
 Camillo Tortola, chef 
and owner, says he learned to 
love good food from his grand-
mother in Italy.  He received his 
professional training there and 
was a chef/owner in Scotland 
before coming to the USA.  He 
worked as a chef in Boston’s 
North End before opening his 
café in Princeton four years ago.
 Camillo’s dishes span 
the range of Italian regional fare 
but most resemble Neapolitan 
cuisine with its red sauce and 
mozzarella.  Where does he get 
inspiration for his new recipes 
and daily specials?  Camillo 
said that most of his specials are 

from his repertoire of recipes 
that he rotates through.  It is not 
easy to create a new recipe, he 
said, and it takes him about two 
years to invent a new one.  “It is 
like a painting, you must experi-
ment,” Camillo explained, “And 
when something is not working 
you must start over again from 
the beginning.”  He says he does 
not understand chefs who whip 
up new recipes on the fly, say-
ing, “It takes time.”
 One guideline that he 
follows is that he uses no more 
than three main flavor ingredi-
ents in a dish.  That way you will 
taste each of them.  And “never 
use garlic and onions together” 
in the same dish, as those two 
flavors compete.
 After being seated at 
our table we were presented 
with a plate of crostini topped 
with diced tomatoes and olives.  
There were bottles of Pellegrino 
on the tables but if you want to 
avoid the expense of imported 
mineral water, don’t open them 
and ask for tap.
 After the crostini came 
bread with garlic-infused dip-
ping oil.  The oil was a delightful 
balance of garlic and olive fla-
vors and, while happily munch-
ing and waiting for our food to 
arrive, we enjoyed the ambi-
ance.
 Our food arrived in 
a riot of sizzling sounds and 
fragrant aromas.  The Lasagna 
with Sausage was a large square 
of this classic dish, hearty and 
filling with thick sheets of pas-
ta.  The Filet Mignon Carpac-
cio with Tri Colored Salad is 

paper-thin slices of raw beef fi-
let topped with a salad dressed 
with a vinaigrette.  It was a tasty 
salad for the beef lover in our 
party.
 The Dijon and Parme-
san Encrusted Salmon had a 
crust that was a nice, crispy and 
salty contrast with the flaky ten-
der salmon.  The Chicken Breast 
with Porcini Mushroom Ragout 
finished with white truffle oil 
was a boneless, skinless breast 
smothered with a thick and fla-
vorful mushroom sauce.
 The Oven Roasted Cor-
nish Game Hen with Garlic, 
Fresh Rosemary, and Extra Vir-
gin Olive Oil had a wonderfully 
aromatic and flavorful sauce.  

We used extra bread to dip into 
this sauce.  However, one caveat 
– there is absolutely no grace-
ful way to eat Cornish Game 
Hen.  All of those tiny parts 
(legs, thighs, and breasts), with 
their even tinier bones, is messy 
and requires fingers; there is no 
way around it.  So if you are try-
ing to impress that special date 
or are here on a job interview, 
save this dish for another visit. 
(Note: the Cornish Game Hen 
also takes an extra ten minutes 
to prepare.)
 The entrées come with 
a choice of polenta square or 
sweet potato fries and with a 
vegetable, either spinach, as-
paragus, or broccoli rabe.  In my 

opinion, choose the spinach.
 For dessert we shared 
tiramisu and cheesecake, which 
were just okay and not as mem-
orable as the meal.  The cheese-
cake had a nice lemon flavor, 
but we didn’t like the dried fruit 
in it, kind of like lemon citron.
 Details:  You can 
BYOB, and Camillo’s also offers 
a selection of wines from the 
nearby Hopewell Valley Win-
ery, by the bottle only, ranging 
from $22 to $30.
 Open 7 days for dinner 
and 6 days (closed Sundays) for 
lunch.  In the Princeton Shop-
ping Center, 301 N. Harrison St; 
major credit cards accepted.

Let’s start with the bad news: the 
menu online does not match 
what on The Ferry House is ac-
tually serving. That’s it. That’s 
the bad news. Okay, and a full 
meal for two can cost as much 
as $180. That’s not so great, but 
you get what you pay for and at 
The Ferry House you are paying 
for perfection.
 Located at 32 With-
erspoon Street, in Downtown 
Princeton, The Ferry House 
serves lunch and dinner Mon-
day through Saturday and is 
open for dinner service only on 
Sunday evenings. The restau-
rant is BYOB and reservations 
are encouraged.
 Executive Chef Owner 
Bobby Trigg succeeds in what 
often eludes many local res-
taurants; he takes simple in-
gredients that we know – like 
avocado, asparagus, and Ar-
borio – and expertly combines 
and prepares them. In fact, in 
all three vital categories, atmo-
sphere, service, and food, The 
Ferry House triumphs.
 From the moment you 
pass under the hunter green 
awning and walk into the res-
taurant you’re enveloped by 
taste. The décor is conservative 
and elegant, favoring earthy 
hues on the walls, floors, and 

tables, and low incandescent 
and candle lighting.
 Service is knowledge-
able, attentive, and accom-
modating. There is no “I forgot 
your steak knife” or “Oh, sorry, 
we’re not offering that tonight”. 
These people are professionals, 
and with one of the lowest staff 
turnover rates in Princeton, it’s 
no surprise.
 The excitement comes 
in the form of tasty food. The 
duck breast served with mush-
room risotto, grilled asparagus, 
and blood orange segments 
($27.00) is excellent. Cooked to 
perfection, the added acidity of 
the blood orange dances upon 
the palate, while the starchy 
yet textured risotto pleases the 
stomach, a feat also accom-
plished by the lobster risotto 

with pineapple, featured as a 
house special.
 Another special, the  
halibut dish ($35.00), is served 
with clams, artichoke, cherry 
tomatoes, and guacamole. 
That’s right, guacamole. If you 
feel skeptical about the guaca-
mole get over it. The dish posi-
tively makes the tongue tingle.
 Where other restau-
rants in Princeton, like Ele-
ments and Mediterra , substi-

tute classic comfort with haute 
cuisine, The Ferry House man-
ages to provide both.  Not only 
are proteins cooked to perfec-
tion and vegetables fresh as can 
be, they’re arranged and pre-
sented to emphasize the natural 
beauty of the ingredients. Every 
bit is elegant but not over com-
plicated. 
 Take the field green sal-
ad, for example. It is prepared 
with peppered pears, saga bleu 

cheese, gingered red peppers 
in a toasted walnut vinaigrette 
($9.00). Seemingly simple, the 
dish presents intriguing flavors 
and varying textures that caress 
the palate. 
 If you are looking for 
a place to take your significant 
other for a romantic dinner, or 
you just need to encounter truly 
exquisite cuisine in a thorough-
ly warm environment, then The 
Ferry House is for you. 

By Sarina Prior
Senior Reporter

By Dmitry Gurvits
Senior Reporter

PHOTO | NANCi ZAMBONI

PHOTOS | DMITRY GURVITS

Camillo Tortola, chef and owner of Camillo’s Café, standing in the kitchen.

ABOVE LEFT: Duck breast served with mushroom risotto, grilled asparagus and blood orange 
segments. ABOVE RIGHT: Interior of the Ferry House, located on Witherspoon Street in 
downtown Princeton.
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The College Voice 
The award-winning student newspaper of Mercer County 

Community College in West Windsor, New Jersey

In recognition of the highest level of creative and devoted teaching, of inspiration of 
students, of love of scholarship & of service to the college

this

2010 Pre-Tenured Professor of the Year Award
is presented to

Professor of English Jack Tabor

the college

VOICE

The College Voice 
The award-winning student newspaper of Mercer County 

Community College in West Windsor, New Jersey

In recognition of the highest level of creative and devoted teaching, of inspiration of 
students, of love of scholarship & of service to the college

this

2010 Adjunct Professor of the Year Award
is presented to

Professor of English and Theater Arts Alex DeFazio

the college

VOICE

Sara Gatling, Editor in Chief Dmitry Gurvits, Managing Editor

Sara Gatling, Editor in Chief Dmitry Gurvits, Managing Editor

The College VOICE presents the winners of this years’s Annual Adjunct and Pre-tenured Faculty 
Awards. Students were invited to nominate professors who set high standards, refuse to patronize, 
and who inspire. After receiving more than 45 submissions the editorial board evaluated the nomi-
nees and selected winners based on the strength of their work and students comments about them. 
Note: VOICE staffers were prohibited from nominating any faculty who assist or advise the VOICE. 

Prof. Jack Tabor

Prof. Alex DeFazio

Pre-Tenured Professor of the Year

Adjunct Professor of the Year

 As a meeting  of the 
Lesbian Gay Bisexual Trangen-
dered and Friends club comes 
to an end, members gather their 
things, finish their food and say 
their “see you later’s.” Alex De-
Fazio, the club’s advisor  and 
an adjunct professor of English 
and Theater Arts at Mercer talks 
to as many members as he can 
to check in. He doesn’t just say 
“Hi” or “How are you?” but asks 
about their specific classes. He 
knows each one personally.
 “He’s always available 
for anything. He’s always here. 
I mean, I’ll walk around at 9:30 
at night and he’ll be here. Most 
of my teachers are only on cam-
pus for like three hours on most 
days,” says Lauren Dobo, third 
year architecture and civil engi-

neering major and LGBTF club 
member.
 DeFazio has advised 
the LGBTF since Fall 2008. 
He lead the group to change 
its name to be more inclusive 
(up to then it had been simply 
called the Gay Straight Alli-
ance). He also helped the club 
leaders organized a kiss-in 
event on campus. The event 
caused controversy but was ul-
timately successful in raising 
awareness of sexual minority is-
sues on campus, which was its 
intended goal.
 The LGBTF club’s ac-
complishments this year illus-
trate DeFazio’s hard work and 
commitment to student suc-
cess. The semester ended on a 
high note as the LGBTF won the 
Student Government Associa-
tion’s “Club of the Year” award.
 DeFazio began his 
college education at SUNY 
Purchase, receiving his BA in 
Drama Studies and American 
Literature. After that he at-
tended Columbia University’s 
School of Art and Sciences 
where he received his MFA in 
Theatre with a concentration in 
playwriting.
 While at SUNY, De-
Fazio says he had two teachers 
that inspired him to become an 
educator. He says they had an 
“electric classroom presence 
that made me eager to learn.” 

He adds,  “What I was miss-
ing in high school was a direct 
sense of how what I was learn-
ing connected to me or helped 
understand identity better. 
That’s what [those teachers] 
gave me.”
 DeFazio says he wants 
students to be able to “Reevalu-
ate and reassess how they view 
the world around them. I don’t 
want them to take for granted 
that everything around them 

is natural or inevitable. They 
have the power to question, if 
not transform, what they see 
around them.”
 “He’s definitely in my 
top three teachers so far,” says 
Lee Petrenka, second year En-
tertainment Technology major, 
“He’s more than willing to help 
with anything…he stays after 
until late hours at night to go 
over stuff.”
 This spring at Mercer, 

Defazio taught Introduction to 
Dramatical Writing for Stage 
and Screen and Sound Design 
for the Entertainment Industry. 
In previous semesters he has 
taught English 101, 102 and 033. 
 Before coming to Mer-
cer, Defazio taught Freshman 
Composition at Columbia Uni-
versity and at the Rutgers Uni-
versity Writing Program. De-
Fazio is also an assistant adviser 
to The College VOICE. 

The bookshelves in Dr. Tabor’s 
office are full of unusual knick-
knacks: boxes Sour Cream and 
Onion and Bacon and Cheese 
flavored crickets, an Avenging 
Unicorn Playset, and amongst 
his collection of books is a copy 
of Pride and Prejudice and Zom-
bies.
 “I’m always impressed 
with the amount of students 
that show up for his office 
hours” says Tabor’s officemate, 
English Professor Laura Knight. 
Knight says it is more than just 
the fun environment in Tabor’s 
office that keeps students com-

ing back. “It really shows they 
feel comfortable with him,” she 
says.
 Tabor says he wants 
students “to understand they 
have their own intellect.” He 
adds that he wants students to 
“come out of [his classes] with a 
sense of thinking critically and  
[he hopes to] inspire them to 
look at their work with pride yet 
humility.”
 “He really gave me con-
fidence that there are teachers 
that care about their students 
and are willing to take time to 
go over anything you need help 
with” says Omar Aly, third year 
Liberal Arts major.
 Before beginning his 
college career at the City Col-
lege of San Francisco, Tabor 
danced with the San Francisco 
ballet from the time he gradu-
ated from high school until he 
was 21. He then biked around 
Europe for two months.  
 Tabor took time at the 
City College of San Francisco 
to dabble in many areas to find 
out what interested him, tak-
ing classes in everything from 
film to guitar to ecology until 
an English Composition course 
sparked his interest, “I wasn’t 
very good at first…I gained 
skills and got better,” says Tabor. 

He then transferred to Universi-
ty of California, Berkeley where 
he received is B.F.A. He went on 
to receive his Ph.D. in European 
Literature from University of 
California, Santa Barbara.
 “He’s fun and I like 
his corny jokes,” says Christine 
Woolverton, a first year Liberal 
Arts major taking English 101 
with Professor Tabor this se-

mester.
 Apart from English 
101, Tabor teaches a number 
of literature course throughout 
the year including a British Lit-
erature course this spring and 
an Introduction to the Novel 
course in the Summer A ses-
sion.
 “I love working in a 

place of ideas,” says Tabor. He 
says doing so gives him the op-
portunity to instill the same val-
ues in students that he gained 
from his “wonderful profes-
sors.” Professor Tabor explains 
his educational philosophy say-
ing, “You can either be an agent 
or an object. College is about 
making you an agent .”
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COLLIN
SCHRIST

OPHER

FURMAN

VERONICA

MOORE
CHRIS BELLUS

CIOBRENDA
N

SUPER HERO NAME: 

THE COLLINDER

JOB AT THE VOICE:

 AD MANAGER

SUPERPOWER: 

SIFTING ADS OUT THE TRASH WITH 

X-RAY SPECKS

MAJOR?

ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

DREAM JOB?

PLUS-SIZE MALE MANEQUIN MODEL

MOST INTERESTING MOMENT WORKING 
FOR THE VOICE?

JUMPING THROUGH HOOPS OF FIRE AT 

THE CMA CONFERENCE

SUPERHERO NAME: 

THE FURM

JOB AT THE VOICE: 

REPORTER

SUPERPOWER: 

GETTING PEOPLE TO TALK

WHERE ARE YOU GOING? 

HOFSTRA

DREAM JOB? 

NAT-GEO PHOTOGRAPHER

MOST INTERESTING MOMENT WORKING 
FOR THE VOICE?

LGBTF KISS-IN

SUPERHERO NAME: 

MR. NICEGUY

JOB AT THE VOICE: 

DESIGNER

SUPERPOWER:

KUNG FU MASTERMIND

WHERE ARE YOU GOING? 

CLOWN COLLEGE

CURRENT JOB?

FREELANCER AND ODD JOBBER

DREAM JOB?

SECRET AGENT MAN

SUPERHERO NAME:

GIANT NEWS

JOB AT THE VOICE: 

NEWS JUNKIE

SUPERPOWER:

HIGH VISIBILITY

MAJOR:

LIBERAL ARTS

DREAM JOB?

TO SKY-WRITE PROFANITY 

WHERE ARE YOU GOING?

SOMEWHERE WITH HIGH CEILINGS
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EDGEW
ORTHBRIAN GATLING

SARA PRIORSARINA WHITE
MATT

SUPERHERO NAME:

DOUBLE EDGE

JOB AT THE VOICE: 

COPY EDITOR

SUPERPOWER:

COPY EDITOR

MAJOR:

LIBRAL ARTS

DREAM JOB?

COPY EDITOR

MOST INTERESTING MOMENT WORKING 
FOR THE VOICE?

FENDING OFF A HORDE OF COPY 

ZOMBIES  DURING THE FIRST DEADLINE 

OF ‘99

SUPERHERO NAME:

THE HARD COPY

JOB AT THE VOICE: 

EDITOR IN CHIEF

SUPERPOWER:

KILLING WITH KINDNESS 

MAJOR:

LIBERAL ARTS

WHERE ARE YOU GOING?

COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY 

DREAM JOB?

DICTATOR OF MERCER COUNTY 

COMMUNITY COLLEGE

SUPERHERO NAME:

EDITORIA GODDESS

JOB AT THE VOICE: 

COPY EDITOR

SUPERPOWER:

OMNIFICIENCE OF THE RED PEN

WHERE ARE YOU GOING?

TO THE HILLS OF THE OF THE 

UNKNOWN 

CURRENT JOB?

MOM AND STUDENT

MOST INTERESTING MOMENT WORKING 
FOR THE VOICE? 

EVERY MOMENT BEFORE THE PRESS 

DEADLINE

SUPERHERO NAME:

THE WRITE KNIGHT

JOB AT THE VOICE: 

SENIOR REPORTER

SUPERPOWER:

BEING EVERYWHERE AT ONCE

MAJOR:

LIBERAL ARTS

WHERE ARE YOU GOING?

RUTGERS

DREAM JOB?

MILEY CYRUS’S INTERN
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By Veronica Furman
Reporter

COME FIND OUT 
WHAT IT MEANS TO LIVE 

WITHOUT FREEDOM

MAY 12 - 12-1pm
YOU ARE INVITED

THE COLLEGE VOICE’S

FIRST AMENDMENT 

FREE FOOD FESTIVAL

MAY 12 - 12-1pm 
ON THE QUAD

Mercer’s Diversity Day provides support for Haiti 

Mercer’s annual Diversity Day 
took place at noon on April 20 in 
the cafeteria, and its theme this 
year was to educate and involve 
students in relief for the Haiti 
earthquake. 
 The featured special 
guest speaker for the event 
was Luceanna Altino-Moore, 
founder and president of OASIS 
for Children.  
 OASIS, founded in 
2003 stands for “Our Attempt 
at Saving Innocent Souls.” It is a 
Christian ministry dedicated to 
the education, healthcare and 
upbringing of Haitian orphans. 
The earthquake destroyed the 
ministry’s orphanage in Beudet, 
Haiti, but its workers and chil-
dren survived.
 “These children are dy-
ing. The large organizations are 
swamped. It takes seventy-two 
dollars to educate a child in 
Haiti, and the illiteracy rate is 
through the roof,” Altino-Moore 
said in her presentation, “Five 
American dollars in Haiti will 
buy you a ten-pound bag of rice, 
a two-pound bag of beans and 
water.”  She also encouraged 
students to raise money for Hai-
ti by planning campus parties, 

hosting family barbecues, and 
donating proceeds from cover 
charges to disaster relief.
 In a phone interview, 
Altino-Moore said that follow-
ing the earthquake, the former 
occupants of the OASIS orphan-
age slept outdoors in makeshift 
tents. More recently, The Haiti 
Home of Hope Orphanage in 
Pignon is temporarily housing 
the children until OASIS can 
rebuild. Altino-Moore said that 
the organization plans to buy a 
new home for the orphans by 
July of this year.
 Dr. Diane Campbell, 
Dean of Student Activities, 
opened Diversity Day. A mem-
ber of the Haitian Center in 
Trenton followed with a rendi-
tion of Haiti’s national anthem.
 Mercer students from 
the PASS club (Program for Ac-
ademic Services and Success) 
and ISO (International Student 
Organization) presented a his-
tory of the country, with em-
phasis on things such as its in-
dependence from France and 
its society as of the 21st century.
 Presenters spoke about 
the impact of the earthquake on 
citizens of Haiti and on Haitian 
students at Mercer and their 
families back home.
 Mercer student Ron 

Saint Cyr gave the closing 
speech about how the earth-
quake has affected his family. 
His brother, daughter, and fa-
ther with heart disease, are all 
homeless as a result of the natu-
ral disaster.  
 “I got the phone call 
and three person call me. They 
all need money. For what? To 
buy a tent to sleep,” Saint Cyr 
said.  He hopes to start a Hai-
tian Club in the fall to promote 
Haitian culture and to support 
Haitian students.
 Diversity Day is an an-
nual event. According to PASS 
advisor Patrick Mombo, PASS 
director Dr. Khalida Haqq start-
ed the event to showcase the di-
versity of students at Mercer. 
 “You walk around cam-
pus and you see students of var-
ious ages, socioeconomic back-
grounds, religions, cultures, 
sexual orientations. [Haqq] saw 
that fostering, celebrating our 
diversity adds value to Mercer,” 
Mombo said.
 According to Mombo, 
this year’s Diversity Day theme 
departed from those of previous 
years. Mombo said that several 
students came to him following 
the Haiti earthquake of January 
12, wanting to do something to 
help.  Mombo brought the idea 

before Student Activities, which 
unanimously agreed that this 
year’s Diversity Day should pro-
mote awareness for relief for the 
natural disaster. 
 Amy Immordino, co-
advisor to ISO said in a phone 
interview that she contacted Al-
tino-Moore to get the perspec-
tive of “somebody who was at 
ground zero.”  
 Shawn Khan, second-
year animation/graphic de-
sign/web design major and ISO 
vice president said, “In dealing 
with Haiti we’re uniting all in-
ternational people. We just saw 
it as something we could put 
ourselves into for the unity of 

everyone.” 
 In that spirit, members 
of the Graphic Design Club sat 
at a table outside the cafeteria 
taking orders for their “Help 4 
Haiti” t-shirt designed by Nicole 
Williams, fourth-year advertis-
ing major. All proceeds go to the 
Red Cross, according to Man-
nashim Tafai, fourth-year ad-
vertising design major and vice 
president of the Graphic Design 
Club. Though the shirt focuses 
on Haiti, Tafai said that the 
money may go to other places 
such as Chile, where an earth-
quake with a magnitude of 8.8 
on the Richter scale struck on 
February 27. 

In February President Rene Preval of Haiti put the official death toll at 170,000  killed in the January 12 earthquake Survivors are struggling to overcome homelessness and to rebuild despite crushing poverty. 

Haiti

Diversity and Culture

Subway
www.subway.com

655 Nassau Park Boulevard
Princeton, NJ 08540

(609) 750-9090

Subway
www.subway.com

3257 Quakerbridge Rd
Mercerville NJ

USA 08619
(609)-890-1230
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After more than 20 weeks 
the recruits have complet-
ed a mentally and physi-
cally exhausting training. 
Their strength and stam-
ina has been tested at 
every step. In April, 2009 
graduation day arrives.
 The student 
speaker for the class, re-
cruit Dumont, sums up 
the demanding and re-
warding Academy experi-
ence for the parents, fam-
ily and guests assembled 
in the Kelsey Theatre at 
Mercer County Commu-

nity College.  
 Director Paglio-
ne and Mercer County 
Sheriff Kevin Larkin also 
address the graduating 
class and audience, con-
gratulating the recruits on 
their achievement.  
 Following the 
speeches, recruits Harvil-
la and Dumont present a 
plaque to Director Paglio-
ne in honor of class 04-09.  
 As the recruits 
cross the stage to accept 
their diplomas, they enter 
the life of a law enforce-

POLICE ACADEMY
BY CHRIS SZAKOLCZAIPHOTO FEATURE

TOP: The Mercer County 
Police Academy’s  

graduating class of 04-
09, called “No Joke.” 

ABOVE: Recruits Harvilla 
and Dumont presenting 

a plaque to Director 
Paglione in honor of the 

graduating class. 
RIGHT: Recruit Dumont, 

student speaker for 
the graduating class 

addressing the audience.
 

PART 6: GRADUATION - We conclude the VOICE’s photo feature, by senior Staff Photographer Chris 
Szakolczai, documenting the activities of the Mercer County Police Academy which is housed on MCCC’s West 
Windsor campus. 

Pride of accomplishment 
ment officer for which 
they have been prepared 
by their instructors.  As 
the ceremony comes to 
an end, handshakes and 
congratulations are ex-
changed by the instruc-
tors and the recruits.
   The recruits of 
class 04-09 are now of-
ficially law enforcement 
qualified, and many al-
ready have jobs. As the 
Academy successfully 
graduates its fourth class, 
it is still known as “No 
Joke.”

	

for more info about 
the police academy 

or to read the 
earlier installments 

of this series visit
MCCCVOICE.ORG
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LETTER TO 
THE EDITOR

We believe in your First Amendment rights and we 
want your voice to be heard. Here is this month’s 
letter to the editor:

Dear Ms. Gatling [Editor in Chief],

I enjoyed your [parking opinion] article very much and thought it was well 
written. Security is always ready to accommodate and assist students,staff, 
and faculty.

Thank you for your honest assessment of the parking situation at Mercer. 
With more cooperation and respect for each others needs the college 
community would certainly be a better place to receive a quality educa-
tion and form social habits that will benefit everyone in the future. Thank 
you again.

John Raimondi
CHIEF OF SECURITY
MERCER COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE
raimondj@mccc.edu

1317 Walnut Street

Philadelphia, PA 19107

(215) 735-7310
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Dear Barry
Wonderful darlings of Mercer, come to me with 
your woes and I will provide you with sweet and 
tender words of advice and encouragement!

Dear Barry,
I passed out last night at that party we were at together. There was this 
hot girl I was dancing with but I was so wasted I don’t remember her 
name. Do you remember?
Thanks, 
Black-Out-Bob

Dear B.O.B.
Her name was Lola. She was a showgirl with purple feathers in her hair 
and a dress cut just down to there. Also, B.O.B., I hit that while you were 
passed out on the bathroom floor.
_____________________________________________________________

Dear Barry,
I’ve been with this chick for two months now and she still won’t give it 
up, should I stick with her, or move on to someone less prude?
Sexless in Seattle.

Dear Sexless,
Deeper than the deep blue sea is, that’s 
how deep it goes - if its real. 
When somebody needs you, it’s no good 
unless she needs you - all the way
_________________________________

Dear Barry,
Do you have any experience with 
peeping toms? I’m pretty sure there’s one in 
my neighborhood and I’m scared.
Yours Truly,
Jeepers Creepers Peepers

Dear Jeepers,
I remember all my life, the 
shadow of a man, his face 
through a window, crying in 
the night. Lookout, it may be 
the same guy.

( ?

the Zebra Riddle

There are 5 houses that are each a different colour.

There is a person of a different nationality in each house.

The 5 owners drink a certain drink. They each smoke a certain brand of 
cigarettes and also have a certain pet. No owner has the same pet, smokes the 
same brand of cigarettes nor drinks the same drink.

The question is: "Who has the fish?"

CLUES
  1. The British man lives in the red house.
  2. The Swedish man has a dog for a pet.
  3. The Danish man drinks tea.
  4. The green house is to the left of the white house.
  5. The owner of the green house drinks coffee.
  6. The person that smokes Pall Mall has a bird.
  7. The owner of the yellow house smokes Dunhill.
  8. The person that lives in the middle house drinks milk

9. The Norwegian lives in the first house.
10. The person that smokes Blend, lives next to the one that has a cat.
11. The person that has a horse lives next to the one that smokes Dunhill.
12. The one that smokes Bluemaster drinks beer.
13. The German smokes Prince.
14. The Norwegian lives next to a blue house.
15. The person that smokes Blend, has a neighbour that drinks water.
Who has the fish?

Brought to you by The Math Club   

MATH PUZZLE
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Editorial Policy: How to contact us:
The College VOICE is written and edited by students of Mercer 
County Community College and published every 3 weeks under 
the advisement of a faculty adviser. The material printed in The 
College VOICE, be it articles, advertisements or opinion pieces, 
does not necessarily represent the views of the editors, the faculty, 
staff, administration or the board of trustees of Mercer County 
Community College.

 
Do you have something to say? The College VOICE accepts letters to 
the editor. Submissions should be no more than 300 words; longer 
submissions may be shortened. Submit materials in electronic 
format, and include your name and status at Mercer (major and 
year, faculty or staff position or alumnus). All materials submitted 
become the property of The College VOICE, which reserves the 
right to reject or edit material based on length, taste or clarity.

Write to The College VOICE!
e-mail: sara.gatling@gmail.com
phone: (609) 586-4800 ext. 3594
write to:  The College VOICE
 Mercer County College
 PO Box B
 Trenton, NJ 08550
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Do you see a 
typo?

We are always trying 
to improve our 
proofreading!

If you see an error in our 
spelling, punctuation or 
grammar let us know! 

E-mail us at 
sara.gatling@gmail.com

MY VIEW

Sara Gatling

PRINCETON 
SPORTS & FAMILY 

MEDICINE, P.C.

Richard Levandowski, MD
Elizabeth Raleigh, DO

3131 Princeton Pike 
Building 4 Suite 100

Lawrenceville, NJ 08648
609-896-9190

THE WAY IT IS

Daniela Rocha

WORLD 
CUP 

WATCH: 
Brazil 

will win!

SIGNS 
POINT TO 
CHAOS:

Mercer lacks 
directions 

VIEWPOINTS

From June 11 to July 11 the world 
will come together to watch se-
rious international soccer, to 
root for their team and scream 
in only one voice something 
that is understood in every lan-
guage, GOOOOOAALLLL!!!!! 
Soccer fans wait four years for 
the World Cup.  The 2010 World 
Cup, which is being held in 
South Africa, begins on June 11 
and I say Brazil is going to beat 
the other 31 teams to win it. 
Brazil has been the considered 
a World Cup favorite since the 
era of Pele - the “king of soccer.” 
Brazil has shown from the get-
go that jogar bonito –“to play 
beautifully” in Portuguese-  is 
in the blood. In 80 years Bra-
zil has won five championship 
titles and this year it stands to 
pick up a sixth. 
 “My heartbeat gets out 
of control when Brazil is playing 
on the field; I want to see them 
win.” Said Edmar Parilla, an in-
ternational student at Mercer 
County.   
 To win this world cup 
Brazil is armed with some of 
the best players in the world.  
Starting with the 1994 world 
cup champion team captain, 
who is now the team’s coach, 
Dunga. The final line-up has yet 
to be decided but the top play-
ers are likely to include Kaka, 
who currently plays for Real 
Madrid , Robinho, the number 
one talked about player when it 
comes to Brazil’s all-star team,  
and Neimar, a rising star.
 “Unfortunately, there 
is less than a handful of soc-
cer stars for the Brazil’s team, 
I don’t think their coach has 
many choices and it my hurt 
them in the end,” says Amir As-
raf, a third year Business major 
at Mercer.  

 On May 11, Coach 
Dunga will release the final list 
of players who will represent 
Brazil. One question that re-
mains is whether Ronaldinho 
Gaucho will be attending the 
World Cup or not.  Coach Dun-
ga has not selected Ronaldinho 
yet, raising a lot of eyebrows 
since Brazil will have a much 
higher chance of winning the 
world cup if Ronaldinho is on 
the team.  
 “Brazil stands a greater 
chance to win if Ronaldinho is 
called to this World Cup. There 
is only one known star and that 
is Kaka, and he can’t do it on his 
own,” says Marcus Siegler, a first 
semester Communications ma-
jor.   
 Brazil’s real strength 
is Julio Cesar is ranked third in 
the International Federation of 
Football History and Statistics 
website and for the past few 
years his play has grown stron-
ger and stronger.  He doesn’t 
wait until the ball comes to him, 
instead he jumps on it.  
 Of the teams who will 
put the most pressure on Bra-
zil, Spain has been receiving a 
lot of attention. But in the new 
FIFA world rankings, Brazil has 
bumped Spain to second place.  
In third place is Portugal fol-
lowed by the Netherlands, Italy, 
and Germany. 
Of the top teams, it is Portugal 
and not Spain that poses the 
greatest threat to Brazil. In par-
ticular, Portugal has Cristiano 
Ronaldo, who is phenomenal. 
If, however, Brazil can get Kaka, 
Robinho, Neimar and Julio Ce-
sar on the field it will be hard for 
Portugal to send them home.

?
As I leave to head to Colum-
bia in the fall I find myself 
worried for the next genera-
tion of Mercer students. This 
campus has a sinage prob-
lem.  To figure out how bad it 
is, I took Anna Bosted, a Law-
rence High School student 
who is coming to Mercer in 
the fall on a scavenger hunt 
of the campus. Before going 
any further, It’s worth noting 
that Bosted is an A student, 
so if she can’t figure it out, 
who can?
 For the first part of 
the adventure I asked Bosted 
to find the Kelsey and Studio 
theatres in her car by follow-
ing the signs available. Bost-
ed followed a variety of signs 
and eventually ended up in a 
faculty parking lot. Close, but 
no cigar. 
 For the next stop on 
the journey I selected ET 213, 
a typical classroom. Bosted 
approached the two build-
ings closest to her saying, 
“Are these it? How do I know 
what buildings these are?” 
She was examining the doors 
leading into the LA and MS 
buildings. 
 Then she found  the 
Smoking Hut map with its 
many gold stars. She exam-
ined it with much interest, 
then made her way past the 
LA and MS buildings until 
she reached an open are with 
park benches. While examin-
ing a “Planet Walk” sign of 
Jupiter, she noticed, a  small 
campus map  with arrows 
pointing her towards various 
buildings on campus. “It’s 
like a little gnome...peeking 
out from behind the bush, 
“ she said as she examined 
her tiny quarry, adding, “but 
those ‘Planet Walk’ signs are 
the best kept signs on cam-
pus”. 
 The sign in the 
bench area has the buildings 
on it but the arrows point in 
vague directions. By itself it 
could never get a student to 
their destination, and that is 
assuming they see it “peek-
ing out from behind the 
bush.”
 As we arrived at the 
top of the first floor ET stairs 
there were two options, to 
the left: the BS building, to 

the right: the Student Center. 
 “What just happened?” 
said Bosted, she had entered 
through the ET building which, 
according to signs, disappeared 
once you reached the second 
floor. 
 “What is this labyrinth 
you’ve brought me into?!” she 
asked.
 After 15 minutes Bost-
ed did indeed the classroom I’d 
selected, but consider the fact 
that  15 minutes late counts as 
an absence in many professor’s 
books.
 Ever student needs to 
know where the Testing Center 
is, so finding it was the next  and 
final goal of Bosted’s odyssey.
 First, Bosted incor-
rectly assumed that the Testing 
Center would likely be housed 
in the Student Success Cen-
ter. Unfortunately for her, logic 
doesn’t work in this game. 
Moreover, to have the Testing 
Center in the “student success 
center” would mean student’s 
should be successful on their 
tests, and that would be false 
advertising in some cases. 
 Facing the Library, 
Bosted looked around for any 
indication of where the Testing 
Center might be. She noticed 
a paper sign reading “Admis-
sions” and said, “well, Admis-
sions is through this wall if you 
follow this sign.”
 After a number of twists 
and turns Bosted did eventually 
find the Testing Center, conve-
niently tucked away in the most 
inconspicuous location pos-
sible, like little lost woodland 
creature hiding from a predator.
 And so, people in 
charge of signage at Mercer, 
and I believe this must include 
Executive Team members and 
perhaps Mike Dill, among oth-
ers, I beg you, as you work on 
your “Strategic Plan” we’ve 
heard so much about, please 
prioritize a simple fix: make 
buildings and class rooms easi-
er to find. This plea is not for my 
sake, for I am moving on, but for 
the sake of all those eager first-
year students soon to arrive. If 
you want to retain them, don’t 
lose them.
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the college JUST 4 FUN

THEME CROSSWORD: GOING GREEN

Help is 
here!

ASK THE VOICE: good answers to tough questions

Dear Voice,
I can’t seem to find my 
pet pig. I brought her 
to campus and left her 
in my car while I was 
in my morning class 
one day. When I came 
back at noon she was 
gone. Where could she 
be?
-Hog Hunter

Dear Hog Hunter,
We last spotted your 
pig on Spring Day. 
Members of the SGA, 
wearing grass skirts, 
were seen leading your 
pig toward the cafeteria 

on a leash. 
-The Voice
_____

Dear Voice,
All around campus 
there are signs about 
not littering and not 
stealing. They feature 
the MCCC logo as a 
cartoon character 
with eyes and arms 
and legs. I am 
terrified of it and it is 
everywhere. Help!
-Afraid of Him

Dear Afraid,
That is Mayor 
McCeeCee. Don’t be 
afraid of him. He is your 
patronizing little friend. 
He is always with you, 
where ever you go, like 
a little condescending 
voice in your head.  
-The Voice

_____

Dear Voice,
Why is it not okay for 
me to date more than 
one woman while 
having a girlfriend.
- Player

Dear Player,
Majority Rule: if you are 
dating more women 
that agree with your 
dating habits thank 
ones that have a 
problem with it, you are 
in the clear. 
-The Voice.  

_____
NOTE: THIS FEATURE IS 
FOR ENTERTAINMENT 
PURPOSES ONLY. ANY 
RESEMBLANCE TO 
ACTUAL PROBLEMS IS 
PURELY COINCIDENTAL.
 

Capricorn
Dec. 22 - Jan. 19

horoscopes

Aquarius
Jan. 20 - Feb. 18

Pisces
 Feb. 19 - Mar. 20

Aries
 Mar. 21 - Apr. 19

Taurus
Apr. 20 - May 20

Gemini
May 21 - Jun. 20

Cancer
 Jun. 21 - Jul. 22

Leo
Jul. 23 - Aug. 22

Virgo
Aug. 23 - Sept. 22

Libra
Sept. 23 - Oct. 22

Scorpio
Oct. 23 - Nov. 21

Sagittarius
Nov. 22 - Dec. 21

We recommend you 
purchase a metal 

detector and take it out 
in your backyard. You 
may be surprised to 

find burried treasure 
including dubloons and 
Revolutionary War era 

musket balls. 

Hang on just a little 
longer. Although it will 
be a busy summer, the 

busyness in your life 
will soon ease up and 

you’ll have time for 
yourself again. You will 
soon be able to breathe.

A string of small things 
have been going wrong 

for you lately. Taken 
alone they don’t seem 
serious, but all at once 

they are getting you 
down. Good news, your 

planets are shifting. 

People admire your 
mellow personality and 
fun-loving demeanor. 

But even with your laid 
back attitude everyone 

sees you as a hard 
worker and someone 

they can rely on.

Birthdays can be 
a mixed blessing. 

Someone you care 
about who seemed to 

forget may actually have 
been thinking of you. 
Expect belated gifts.

Ch-ch-ch-ch-changes 
are coming and most 
of them will be really 

good. Don’t get stressed 
about it. You know you 

are a very adaptable 
person. 

This is the summer of 
growth for you. People 

will start telling you 
they see a change in 
you. You are gaiing 

maturity and finding 
talents you never knew 

you had.

Roar, lion, roar! You 
need to shout to be 

heard over the din of 
people trying to get 
attention. Demand 

your place and don’t let 
anyone push around 
the king of the beasts!

More than anything you 
find yourself craving 

quiet right now, which 
may be unusual for you. 

If you are able to find 
a library or quiet park 

to visit, take the time to 
rejuvenate. You need it.

So, you thought you 
could do it all: a heavy 

course load, work, 
family and some of 

the balls got dropped. 
Don’t be too hard on 

yourself, you have done 
more than most people!

You have been 
incredibly patient and 

loving and treated 
your honey so well 

even when they were 
stressed and snippy at 

you. You will be treated 
like a princess forever. 

; )

Life is a highway, you 
are going to ride it all 
summer long. No one 

will work as hard or play 
as hard as you during 
the 2010 summer of 

parties and mayhem!

ACROSS

1. Color of muslin
5. Roman goddess of 
flowers
10. Prompts for actors
14. Crossbones com-
panion
19. Downfall
20. Train designation
21. Solemn promise
22. Eaglets’ home
23. German export
24. Pertaining to the 
eye
25. So-called killer 
whale
26. Rosary
27. Green in a bowl
30. Spoiler in a story
32. - spumante
33. Behemoth
34. Tourist’s purchase, 
perhaps
35. Shakespeare’s 
Athenian
38. Choices
40. Deduce
43. “We be -”: Genesis 
13:8
47. Florentine family
49. Hairdos
51. Last longer than 
others
52. Underworld 
weapon
53. Sisters
55. Factual
56. Bellum lead-in
57. Catch sight of
59. French count
60. Bib attachment
61. Air-show events
64. Brushy growth
66. Shared a boundary
68. - Bay
70. “- Town”
71. “Dallas” clan
72. Theater guide

75. 1.75 pints, more 
or less
77. Miss Fawcett
81. Deserve payment
82. Spanish diacritic 
84. As well
86. The best
87. Car choice
88. Offspring
89. Three times a day, 
on prescriptions
90. Dies down
93. Change in Stock-
holm
95. Knocks off
97. Frightful females
98. Amphitheater
100. Lake Nasser feeder
101. “Stop it, sailor!”
102. Helps make apple 
pie
104. Bizarre
106. Book no.
110. Degrade
113. Green is how this 
tastes
117. Rule reference
118. Kind of antenna
121. More competent
122. Take the bus
123. Throat clearings
124. Ron Howard’s 
early role
125. Hoosegow
126. Energy units
127. The pits
128. Microsoft product
129. Pays attention
130. Guilty, e.g.

DOWN

1. Cupid
2. Coffee request
3. Bills in Battambang
4. Dark
5. Show-biz disap-
pointment
6. Trot
7. The Dome of the 
Rock is one
8. Grape, in France
9. Industrial acronym 
coined in 1910
10. Neutralized
11. Nasser-led govt.
12. And so forth
13. Sea World per-
former
14. TV’s “Teenage 
Witch”
15. We’re told to avoid 
the green!
16. River to the Cas-
pian Sea
17. Venetian isle
18. “- we forget”
28. A tenth
29. Not fulfilled, as a 
need
31. Onassis, to his 
friends
34. They’re green, but 
only skin deep
36. Novelist Levin
37. Nothing more than
39. Baby in Bogota
41. Boo-boo
42. Awaken
43. Jungle squeezer
44. Litter’s littlest
45. Question for Brutus
46. Greenery in the 
California desert
47. Center of a folk-
dance circle
48. Coming along
50. Spring purchase
52. Govt. publisher
54. Typeface charac

teristic
58. Green onions
59. Having no doubts
62. Computer key
63. Black- - 
65. - generis
67. Word from “CSI” 
script
69. Practiced, as a 
trade
72. Pikes, for one
73. 1944 Gene Tierney 
role
74. Passion
76. Former times
78. European deer
79. Miss Hathaway
80. Dame Myra of the 
keyboard
83. After zwei 
85. One of Chekhov’s 
“Three Sisters”
89. Traffic jam
91. Hosp. areas
92. Become estab-
lished
94. Metrical foot
96. Very drunk
97. Rest on top of
99. Exist
101. OK for farming
103. Create a chair, 
perhaps
105. Impart knowledge
107. Infection, for short
108. Bar employee
109. Prod
110. Something chew-
able
111. Santa’s refrain
112. Ogler
114. Darn
115. Irritates
116. Phoenix neighbor
119. Wall St. specula-
tion
120. Knight’s title

2X THE GET FUZZY AND DILBERT!


