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As many other colleges already do, Mercer begins offering winter session
Mercer will be offering
classes over the winter
break for the first time
this December and January. Almost 30 courses
will be offered, both on
campus and online, giving students a way to
brush up on core skills
or accelerate their path
to a degree by fitting in a
few extra credits. Students
from other colleges may
also use the opportunity
to take classes while on
holiday break.
The new winter
session will offer two different varieties of classes.
First there are three-week
courses that will be offered from January 4, 2010
to January 22, 2010. These
classes will meet three or
four days a week. The second kind of classes will
be offered online through
Mercer’s Virtual College.
These courses will be six
weeks long, beginning
December 21, 2009 and
running until February 1,
2010. Although not every

course will be available
during the new session,
the college believes it will
be beneficial to students
and the public.
“Mercer was one
of three community colleges in the state of New
Jersey that did not have
a winter session. We believe we are providing a
need,” said Dr. Donald
Generals, Vice President
for Academic Affairs at
Mercer.
The new winter
session will mark the first
time in Mercer’s history
that classes will be held
during the winter break.
Registration for both sessions began on October
26, and initial interest has
been high.
“There was interest and based on early
enrollment, that interest
continues. Two classes
filled after the second day
of early registration. We
are adding new sections
after the first week of early
registration,” said Generals.
Josh
Onoroti,
a sophomore business

major at Mercer, plans
to take a class during the
winter session. “I have to
take Macroeconomics for
my major and the winter
session is convenient because I can get the class
over with in less than a
month,” he says.
The college is also
hoping that non-Mercer
students who want to get
ahead or catch up during
their winter break from
another college will sign
up. “We have advertised
the session to the public and Mercer students,”
said Savita Bambhrolia,
Director of Admissions
and Outreach at Mercer.
Sam Kelly, a student at Delaware Valley
College, said she may
take advantage of the
winter session at Mercer.
“I might have to because
I have way too many science class requirements
so I just don’t have time
for the other stuff,” she
said.
While the winter
session offers students
more options than they
previously had, it is not
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necessarily helpful to all
students because the options of courses to take
are still limited.
Since Mercer offers
courses in over 60 different disciplines, the largest of which, Informa-

tion Systems Technology
(IST), itself contains over
30 different courses, the
courses being offered
over the winter represent
only a small portion of
what is available in the fall
See WINTER SESSION page 2
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NJ mandates higher cut scores for entrance into college classes
By Ron Russell III
Senior Reporter

A large portion of new
students entering Mercer every semester are
placed into foundationslevel reading, writing or
math courses by scoring
below a state-mandated
percentage on the Accuplacer placement tests.
This year the number has
grown, as state-mandated
“cut scores” have been
raised.
Cut scores are
the minimum scores necessary on the Accuplacer
tests in order for a student
to place into college-level
classes. Until last year, colleges across the state each
had different standards.
Now the cut scores are the
same for all community
colleges, a change that
has resulted in more students taking foundations
level classes and “some
really skewed anomalies,”
according to English Pro-

The only way to get out
of taking Accuplacer
is to score 540 in
Reading and
530 in Math
on the
SAT’s

Accuplacer tests are
created by The
College Board, the
same people
who write
the
SAT’s

Accuplacer takes 1-3
hours, is multiple
choice, and you
cannot go back
to an earlier
question

Accuplacer is adaptive,
so if you get a
question right, you
get a harder
question
and vice
versa

fessor and Reading Coordinator Carol Friend.
According
to
Mercer’s most recent Institutional Profile data,
which can be found online at the New Jersey
Commission of Higher
Education website, in
2007, 57 percent of firstyear, full-time students
were enrolled in one or
more remedial course,
and in 2008 that number
dropped to 54 percent.
Although this year’s data
has not yet been tabulated, and there has been
an overall jump in enrollment of 9 percent, the
change in cut scores has
clearly forced more students than ever into re-

medial classes.
In math, “the old
raw cut score was 61. That
has gone to 76 as part of
the statewide mandate,”
says Math Professor and
coordinator of Foundations Math Betty Peterson. She went on to say,
“This fall the Math department had to add 10 extra
sections of MAT 033 and
extra sections of MAT 037
to keep up with demand.”
The English department has experienced an influx of foundations students as well.
Although no formal action is being taken, as yet,
“The English Department
is looking at assessing the
impact of the Accuplacer

scores on our curriculum,” says the Chair of the
English Department, Professor Frances Davidson.
Reading Coordinator Professor Friend
is particularly concerned
with anomalies in the
writing test, WritePlacer. The WritePlacer cut
scores are “much higher
than the reading score to
get into the same level,”
Friend says. This means
that a student who scores
into a college-level writing class may only be
reading at a tenth grade
level.
Even NJ STARS
students, students who
graduated within the top
15 percent of their high

school classes, are now
placing into foundations
classes at Mercer at a rate
of 30 percent according
to Reginald Page, Director of Financial Aid. “NJ
STARS is a scholarship
program exclusively for
New Jersey residents that
covers the cost of tuition
and approved fees at New
Jersey’s 19 community
colleges,” according to
njstars.net.
“While a prospective NJ STARS student does not lose eligibility for the scholarship
if she is placed in a remedial class, she must enroll at his own cost,” says
See ACCUPLACER page 2
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As few students leave mid-semester, Mercer’s parking lots are overflowing
By Amber Zahn
Senior Reporter

More than half way through
the semester the parking lots at
Mercer are still fuller than the
Parkway on the Wednesday before Thanksgiving.
Student
enrollment
at community colleges across
the country is up as a result of
people returning to school during the economic recession.
Mercer’s own enrollment is up 9
percent over last year, and parking on the commuter campus is
tighter than ever.
Mercer is set on 292
acres of land and persevered
landscape that many students
are more then eager to cut
down in order to obtain a better
parking space.
“I think that the parking lot needs to expand a lot
more towards the school. There
is no reason that we have to
walk that far. We don’t need
scenery to enjoy at school, we
have parks for that,” said thirdyear Exercise Science major Gianna Marchesi.
“I took all online classes this semester to avoid the
long walk in the rain or snow
and avoid falling [on ice],” Marchesi added.
In addition to the
weather conditions, a struggle
to find a spot before class has
left many students with no
choice but to park along side
curbs, subjecting themselves to

Mercer’s parking hasn’t gotten this bad, but some worry it will.
warnings, tickets and fines for
not parking in designated spots.
“The parking at Mercer is horrendous. It has been
bad in the past, but this year it
is much worse. Not only does
it take 10 to 15 minutes to walk
from the parking lot to your
class, but this year you can’t
even find a space to park. I had
to park on the grass, and then
security gave me a warning,”
said James Burton, a secondyear Criminal Justice major.
Just how bad is parking
at Mercer compared to parking
at other community colleges in
New Jersey? The VOICE made
some calls to find out. Turns out
other commuting students face
the same troubles.

“Parking [at Camden
County College] is horrible… we
park in the grass, we park on the
dirt… it’s ridiculous. You have to
get to school 30 minutes before
class in order to find a spot, not
even a good one,” said Elizabeth
Cardona, a second-year Nursing major at Camden County’s
Blackwood Campus. Cardona
continued, “We park on the soccer fields. They marked off spots
with spray paint… we basically
park wherever we can that we
aren’t blocking anyone in or in
the way of moving traffic.”
Some students, afraid
to miss class at Camden, find
themselves facing a dilemma:
park in the reserved parking
spots that are designated for
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faculty and get a fine, or miss
class. “People are out there,
mainly at mid day, giving parking tickets to students that park
in reserved parking and the
fines are like 25 to 50 bucks. If
you don’t pay it, you don’t get
your diploma,” Cordona explained.
How are things at Burlington? Just as bad.
“The parking at the
Pemberton campus at Burlington County College is horrible.
If you don’t have an 8AM class
then most likely you will have
to park far away from the actual
buildings,” says second-year
Education major Ashley Denti.
“The first day of classes parking was so bad that people were

New winter session Changes in Accuplacer cut
has Broad appeal scores prompt questions
By Peter Cosma
Reporter

Cont. from pg. 1
and spring.
“The problem for me is
that none of the courses I need
to take are being offered [during the winter session],” says
Brendan Belluscio, a first-year
politics major who transferred
to Mercer from Wake Forest.
The decisions of which
classes would be offered in each
of the disciplines were made by
their respective deans, according to Generals. “[Their] decision was based on their view
of high demand courses and
courses that were adaptable to
a short term,” he said.
In order to fulfill the
course requirements, students must complete the same
amount of course work as during a typical 15 week semester,
but in less than half the time.
“The courses will contain the same information; and
students will be expected to
meet the same academic standards,” said Generals.
In order to do this, students will need to spend more
time in class each week. “Similar to the summer sessions, the

time will be condensed. For
example, the average 3 credit
course will require class attendance for four days a week
and three and a half hours each
day,” Generals said.
The Arts and Communications Division, the Business
and Technology Division, the
Science and Health Professions
Division, and the Liberal Arts
Division are all offering courses on the West Windsor Campus during the winter session.
Three courses are available
on the James Kerney campus.
They include English Brush-Up
(ENG 036) which is designed
for strong students who narrowly failed ENG 034 or ENG
024 in the fall semester, African
American History (HIS 109),
and Tech Studio (IST 033).
A complete list of
courses available during the
winter session and their prerequisites is available on Mercer’s
website.
The deadline to register for on-campus classes is
December 23 in-person and
January 4 online. The deadline
to register for online classes is
December 21 both in-person
and online. Any changes to the
list will be viewable on Mercer’s
website.

Faculty appear to be
deeply concerned not only that
students are coming to Mercer
underprepared for college-level
Cont. from pg. 1
study but also because students
in these classes may be burnEnglish Professor Diane Rizzo,
ing through their financial aid
the NJ STARS club advisor at
money. Further, foundations
Mercer. Prospective NJ STARS
level courses do not factor into
students must complete and
a student’s GPA, and a GPA is
pass any necessary remedial
needed for many types of financlasses within one year in orcial aid and scholarship awards.
der to apply to get the NJ STARS
Professor Friend says,
scholarship. “All scholarships
“students should be
are deferred until
able to bring alternate
requirements are
evidence of abilmet,” says Rizzo.
Roughly 30 percent ity or be assessed
While
differently.” She
of NJ STARS
nearly all new
goes on to say
students to Mer- students are testing
that,
“students
cer must take the
into remedial
need to be astests, “many stuclasses at Mercer. sessed in more
dents do not uncreative ways.”
derstand the imProfessor
portance of the
Friend’s
sentiAccuplacer test as
ments seem to be echoed by
it relates to their course placeother faculty as well.
ment. Many students take it
“Students need to be
without any preparation whatin the right course for success,”
soever and in less than ideal
says Professor Peterson. “If stucircumstances,” says a study
dents aren’t placed properly,
by professors at Johns Hopkins
they may end up leaving MerUniversity.
cer out of frustration,” Peterson
After taking the tests
adds.
and not reaching a state-manfor more info on
dated score, students are often
accuplacer visit
surprised to find that they must
MCCCVOICE.ORG
take foundations level classes.
By Ron Russell III
Senior Reporter

parking on the grass and making up parking spaces and then
were getting tickets for it, but all
the lots were full,” Denti adds.
Like the students at
Mercer and Camden County
College, students at Burlington are also required to obtain
a parking permit and affix it to
their vehicle, but the policy at
BCC is loosely enforced.
“As far as parking permits, we are supposed to have
a sticker on the back window of
our cars that says BCC and has a
number, but I know a lot of people don’t have them, and they
don’t get ticketed.” Denti says.
“When the lots are full
at the Pemberton Campus they
block it off with cones so you
can’t even get into the lot to see
if maybe someone left and there
is a spot open,” Denti adds.
Mercer students aren’t
yet parking on soccer fields, or
making up parking spaces, but
supply is still not keeping up
with demand. With the economic crisis continuing, there is
little end in sight for the parking
crisis.
Mercer’s parking permit policy which went into
effect last semester does not
seem to have helped the situation. There are still cars parked
on the grass, and not every student in the parking lot displays
a decal on their window. When
asked about campus parking
and use of parking permits this
semester, security refused to
comment.

GREEN TIPS
Brought to you by Go Green Club

Keeping your
car’s tires inflated
properly improves
gas milage
and helps the
environment
by reducing
the amount of
emissions your car
expells. Save cash
and the planet.
Use your car’s
owner’s manual
to determine the
correct air pressure
for your tires. If
you can’t find your
manual, many are
available online
for free.
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Ratings Key
So good you’ll be
renting DVD’s of
previous seasons.

People will be
talking about it. A
show that could
become addictive.

Glee - (Fox) Wednesdays 9PM

Glee got a lot of hype and
most of it was worth it.
Much of the
show’s comedy comes
from the comedic stereotypes of its high school
characters
including
the popular and self-absorbed cheerleaders, the
dueling divas who won’t
share the spotlight, the
flamboyant and fashion
conscious gay kid, and the

football jocks.
What will leave the
viewer rolling in laughter
are the diatribes of Sue
Sylvester (Jane Lynch),
the politically incorrect
coach of McKinley High’s
cheerleading team.\
While attempting
to destroy the Glee Club,
the viewer gets a look into
the mind of the most truly
insane
megalomaniac
this side of Kim Jong Il.
		

Bored to Death - (HBO) Sundays 9:30PM

What is a novelist going to
do after he writes his first
book and is facing writer’s
block after a bad breakup? Become a private
detective of course. Jonathan Ames, played by everyone’s favorite whiney
Rushmore straight man
Jason Schwartzman, began solving crimes as a
phony private detective to
escape the monotony of

self-imposed sobriety.
This show drags
at times and Schwartzman’s neurotic nice guy
routine gets old, but it is
saved by decent dialogue
and interesting mysteries to be solved. Since it
is on HBO the viewer gets
the gratuitous nudity and
adult subplots that one
would not generally see
on network television.
Give it a chance if you are
bored on Sunday night.

Community - (NBC) Thursdays 8PM

Worth TiVoing, but
not worth missing
class for.

You’re better off
watching reruns of
Mr. Ed.

Even your parents
won’t watch this.

voice
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By Brendan Belluscio
Reporter

Parks and Recreation - (NBC) Thursdays 8:30PM Modern Family - (ABC) Wednesdays 9PM

In theory, this show
should work. It has decent and perfectly likeable
characters/actors
with wannabe playboy
Tom Haverford (Aziz
Ansari from Human Giant), nurse Ann Perkins
(Rashida Jones, be still my
nerdy heart), city planner
Mark Brendanawicz (Paul
Schneider), deadpan boss
Ron Swanson (Nick Offernman), and apathetic

intern April Ludgate (Aubrey Plaza).
Unfortunately,
what drags this show
down is the main character, Leslie Knope (Amy
Poehler). She comes off
like an impetuous five
year old with severe constipation. Poehler seems
to be trying her hardest
to make this role, and this
show, work, but it just
comes off as a tired and
ineffective Office clone.

Every year has its hits and
misses, and Modern Family is a hit. A mockumentary sitcom, this show follows the everyday lives of
a family in three branches. The “normal”, nuclear
family, a gay family with
an adopted Vietnamese
daughter, and a multi racial family -- all of which
are interconnected.
With a style that harkens back to the great
family shows of the 1970’s,
Modern Family lives up
to its name as this mod-

ern family attempts to get
along. Highlights include
Cameron and Mitchell
struggling with the typical limitations as parents
and perceived stress from
their status as homosexual parents, Claire dealing
with her new, same-aged
stepmother Gloria, Jay attempting to bond with his
new, and unwanted, stepson, and Phil struggling
to remain involved in his
kid’s lives as they grow
older.

The Cleveland Show - (Fox) Sundays 8:30PM The Good Wife - (CBS) Tuesdays 10PM

Cleveland Brown, the
most boring character
on Family Guy, moved to
Stoolbend (not a typo),
Virginia with his son
Cleveland Jr. and now he
has his own show.
This show contains
the constant exploitation
of cheap jokes that aren’t
even remotely clever.
Cleveland Brown was
never really fleshed out
as a character before he

moved to Virginia. He is
kind of a jerk. The whole
basis of Peter Griffin’s
appeal is his oblivious
nature and infallible ability to misconstrue things
completely out of context.
Cleveland is just a regular
guy who handles things
by growling orders at others. It doesn’t matter if
you like it or not: FOX has
given the green light to
this season and the next
after just 4 episodes.

Flash Forward - (ABC) Thursdays 8PM

Julianna Margulies is Alicia Florrick, the wife of a
disgraced State Attorney
who is imprisoned for
political corruption. Florrick goes back to work as
a defense attorney and
faces difficulties trying to
juggle her career while
parenting teenage children.
The title and promos
for the show are quite
misleading. We are not

watching a show about a
politician’s wife trying to
get her life back together
after a high profile scandal. The show is just another procedural courtroom drama. As such it
succeed.
Florrick is working at the bottom of the
legal ladder as a junior attorney on pro bono cases.
The cases aren’t bad, but
the show has nothing new
to offer. It is a run of the
mill courtroom drama.

Jay Leno Show - (NBC) Too Often 10PM

Community
On the outside, it may
seem like a show that was
created as a cruel mockery of community college
students by the liberal
elites who can’t help but
laugh at those poor losers,
but it is much more than
that. Community focuses
on a group of funny stock
characters.
I wouldn’t be doing the comedy gods justice if I neglected to mention the fact that Chevy
Chase is on this show.
His character, Pierce, is a

moist-towelette tycoon.
Married seven-times, he
is hilariously out of touch
with the current culture
and all standards of decency.
Sometimes parts of
the episodes fall flat, but
there are usually enough
sub plots going on to keep
the viewer entertained in
some way. Come for the
cheap jokes about community college that hit
close to home, stay for the
tight knit group of misfits
that provide some laughter every episode.

On October 6, everyone
on the planet simultaneously loses consciousness
for 137 seconds. During this time everyone
on Earth has visions of
what may be their lives
six months in the future.
Once everyone comes
to, a group of FBI agents
stationed in Los Angeles
investigate the cause and
aftermath of the “flashforward”.
FlashForward is based
on the novel FlashForward by Robert J. Saw-

yer. The show has a phenomenal premise, but it
seems to be losing a little
luster. The acting isn’t
always convincing and it
seems to be expanding a
little to quickly. Within a
few episodes there are already plenty of characters
and storylines of which to
keep track. A show like
this has two paths it could
follow provided it continues at its breakneck pace:
the masterfully handled
Lost or the complete mess
of a show that is Heroes.

I dislike Jay Leno because
he is not daring with his
comedy, his jokes always
go right down the center so
he can appeal to the largest demographic. On his
first show he had Kanye
West after the VMA/Taylor Swift incident. What
does he ask Kanye West?
“What would your mother think?” Kanye West’s
mother died recently.
Further,
Leno
seems to rely heavily on
other shows for inspiration. The chicken do-

ing NFL picks? A similar
bit appeared on Howard
Stern. The green car challenge? It looked like a
piece from Top Gear. Who
Cares What They Think?
Bill Maher did it first onPolitically Correct.
Sadly, despite the
incompetence and worn
out nature of the new
show, it probably won’t
ever be cancelled. It is
infinitely cheaper than
any other show that NBC
could find to run in the 10
PM spot.
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Local Scene

Phish began at MCCC: Interview with lyricist Tom Marshall
By Matthew White
Reporter

Tom Marshall, a Princeton resident and an alumnus of Mercer, has been writing lyrics for
the rock band Phish for over 20
years and has recently written
a large portion of the lyrics on
their latest album, Joy. He allowed the VOICE to interview
him about his work with the
band.
Marshall reunited with
future Phish guitarist Trey Anastasio after each had been kicked
out of their respective universities. The two were friends at
Princeton Day School, but after
Anastasio had left for a private
school in Connecticut and each
moved on to separate universities, they lost contact.
Marshall says that it
was his parents who made him
leave Carnegie Mellon due to
insufficient grades. Anastasio
was kicked out of the University
of Vermont after he mailed a
severed hand from a cadaver to
a friend as a practical joke. The
two were surprised to run into
each other on Mercer’s campus,
particularly since, as Marshall
recalls, Anastasio did not even
go to class. They immediately
began to write music together.
When asked where he
finds inspiration for his lyrics,
Marshall says he draws ideas
from several places: “Someone will say something and
I’ll quickly jot it down on my
iPhone or notepad. And usually
what I write is the last line of a
stanza. Some cool phrase sticks
in my head and I, for whatever
reason, turn that into the last
line of a four-line couplet and
it often becomes the first verse

in a song, or sometimes the
chorus. That’s kind of what I do.
I hear something I like or read
something and turn it around
in my head for a day or two
and then try to put it down in a
slightly different way.”
Marshall never received any formal training in
poetry. What he considers to be
the closest to that is a comparative literature course he took
at Rutgers University where he
went after receiving an associate’s degree in Computer Science from Mercer.
Marshall’s lyrics have
been both praised and dismissed by critics for sounding
silly and nonsensical. However, some critics speculate that
there has been a significant
change in his lyrics over time,
that his lyrics now have a more
mature sound.
When asked whether
he feels his lyrics have become
more mature, Marshall says,
“I think so. It’s kind of weird.
Some people have theorized
or postulated that it’s due to
knowing that a larger number
of people will be listening to
it.” He disagrees, crediting the
change to simply getting older:
“I think definitely getting older
effects the subject matter; just
because, having kids, being a
dad, I’ve written songs for my
kids and songs about my kids,
that kind of thing.” He says that
when Phish started out, the
goals were just to come up with
fun rhymes and ideas.
“[When] it started it
was just Trey and me sitting in a
room trying to make each other
laugh. We keep saying that we
haven’t gotten away from that,
but whether we have or not,

it’s just the way that the art has
evolved and perhaps that’s maturity or perhaps it’s just different,” Marshall says.
Marshall has always
maintained a career outside
of Phish and has had many of
what he calls, “boring computer
jobs.” Of those, the one he considers the most interesting was
working for Trey Anastasio’s father at Educational Testing Service in Princeton.
Marshall also formed
his own band (playing keys and
vocalizing) called Amfibian
with some high school friends.
With totally different band
members on each, Amfibian
has released two albums. While
the band is no longer together,
Marshall spoke of the role that
Amfibian played in his life and
career.
“There was a period
where I was totally happy writing songs and giving them to
Trey, and then I gradually got
more and more excited about
writing music. I would have a
bulk of music I had written with
other people that was growing, and Trey and I had a bulk
of music that wasn’t making it
to Phish, so [we] tossed around
the idea of him and me going
on tour together. We formed a
band called U Talk that was going to go on tour, but then Trey
reverted back to Phish and I was
left with these two friends from
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Phish frontman Trey Anastasio with lyricist Tom Marshall. The
two went to Princeton Day School together, then ran into one
another again at Mercer and began writing songs.
[Princeton Day School] so we
formed…Amfibian back in 98
or 99.”
The band went on hiatus due to a dwindling fan-base,
which Marshall said could have
had something to do with timing. Amfibian released their
most recent album in 2007 after Phish stopped touring. The
band, which had once filled
large theatres such as Sullivan
Hall in New York, saw a decline
in its crowd and decided to take
a break. Marshall is currently

consulting for a video game
company in North Carolina
which develops multiplayer online games. He has also written
lyrics for Phish’s fourteenth and
most recent studio album, Joy.
At this point, Marshall says, he is not eager to get
back into a hard-hitting electric
band. If he does embark on another musical project, he says it
would probably be an acoustic
trio.

Famous photographer, Thomas Roma, gives Distinguished Lecture
By Ariana Renick
Reporter

Thomas Roma, a prominent
photographer among the art
world, visited the Mercer campus on November 5 as part of
the Distinguished Lecture Series, giving a talk on his past
projects, as well as some of his
more recent works.
Roma is a professor
and director of the undergraduate and graduate photography
program at Columbia University. He showcased his work,
focusing individual attention
toward each of his published
books.
Roma’s style of teaching came through during his
lecture. He cracked jokes and
welcomed questions.
“I found his style of lecture a perfect cocktail of humor,
defiance, reason, and gratitude.
There is a level of poignancy in
his work that could not be overshadowed by his self deprecating humor, which by the way is
better than most stand up routines these days” said Fine Arts
Professor Lucas Kelly.
“It was highly entertaining. He seemed very accessible and down to earth, real.
Like he didn’t take himself too

seriously and had a very interesting story,” said Sara Ziegelbaum, a student in attendance.
Another Mercer student, Dmitry Gurvits, said, “Mr.
Roma was an engaging, dynamic, and often funny lecturer.
True to his Brooklyn roots, he
pulls no punches and takes no
mess from his audience, while
being informative and interesting.”
Mercer students have
been introduced to two wellknown artists recently. Professor Lucas Kelly says, “I think
that the Student Body, the art
department in particular, is
very lucky this semester. We’ve
had the opportunity in just a
few weeks to hear drastically
different lectures from two
extremely accomplished artists: Hanneline Rogeberg and
Thomas Roma. What I think is
great about both of these lectures is that regardless of your
level of involvement in the arts,
each lecture had something for
everyone.”
The lecture ran over
the allotted time but the audience members stayed until the
lecture was over, an uncommon
occurance at Mercer.
Roma only uses cameras of his own manufacturing

and photographs in black and
white. He spends hours with
the people he is photographing,
and years with each project. In
regards to making mistakes,
Roma says, “It is very interesting to fail. To do things you’re
not good at.”
Roma’s work ranges from projects where he photographed
what he saw wondering through
Brooklyn, compiled in his book
Found in Brooklyn, to positioning store front coin operated
horse rides side-by-side with
American soldiers before deployment, in his most recent
project “Dear Knights and Dark
Horses.”
Roma currently resides and
does most of his photographing in Brooklyn, which is where
he was born and raised. He
describes himself saying, “ [he
is] a high school drop out with
friends in high places”, and is
a well regarded photographer,
having received two Guggenheim Fellowships and published 11 books with a twelfth in
progress.
Mercer students have
been introduced to well-known
artists; Professor Lucas Kelly
says, “I think that the Student
Body, the art department in
particular, is very lucky this se-
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Photographer and Columbia University
professor Thomas Roma delivered a
Distinguished Lecture that combined humor
and information that kept those in attendance
engaged through out. The lecture took place on
November 5, 2009.
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Kelsey Theatre’s Equus: gripping, intelligent and innovative
By Sarina Prior
Reporter

Seventeen year old Alan Strang
takes a sharp metal hoof pick
and stabs and blinds five horses
at the stables where he works.
Rather than sending him to
jail, magistrate Hester Salomon
commits him to a mental institution under the care of psychiatrist Dr. Martin Dysart, whose
task is to get inside the mind of
Alan and discover why he has
committed this abhorrent act.
The gripping psychodrama Equus completed a six
show run at the Kelsey Theatre
last weekend. The play was
written by Peter Shaffer and
originally staged in London in
1973. The Kelsey Theatre production was presented by PinnWorth Productions and directed by Lou J. Stalsworth.
The story is narrated
by Dr. Martin Dysart (played by
John Shanken-Kaye) and presented in flashbacks, both to
therapy sessions and conversations with Alan’s parents as well
as further flashbacks to events
in his childhood and those
leading up to the violent attack.
From the initial plot
setup, the play goes further
and becomes a mesmerizing
inquiry into a whole range of
topics – the existential angst
of Dr. Dysart as he digs deeper
into Alan’s psyche and begins
to question his own life and values, the power of parental dysfunction in the psychological
scarring of a child, the nature of
lust and sexual taboos, the role
of religion, as well as its misinterpretation, in controlling human behavior.
The casting for the
show was well done, and Kaye
as Dr. Dysart presents a convincing psychiatrist. Of course
he looks the part – the beard, the
hair, glasses and suede-patched
elbows in tweed evoke the archetype of the intellectual pro-
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Hester, Dysart and Alan played by Marina Vrahnos, John Shanken-Kaye and Matty Daley.
fessional – but it is his smooth- and figuratively) as he reveals he chose the show for its intelas-honey voice and mellifluous with powerful emotion the cat- ligence first and foremost and
vocal intonations that draw you alyst for his grisly actions.
then for its highly theatrical drain.
Two other strong sup- ma. In his opinion, most of the
Matty Daley, currently porting actors who round out sit-coms on television glorify
a student at TCNJ, takes on an the cast include Jean Prall Roso- stupidity, which he loathes. The
incredibly challenging role as lino as the mother, Dora Strang, Equus script, however, reflects
the tormented Alan Strang and and Sean McGrath as the father, a whole range of human emodelivers a passionate and wor- Frank Strang. Rosolino in par- tions treated in an intelligent
thy performance. The range ticular delivers a wonderfully way. Stalsworth also noted that
required of an actor in this role emotional scene in which she it is a challenging show to do. In
goes from evoking an innocent- attempts to convince Dr. Dys- additon to the emotional hurly young six year old to a men- art, or perhaps herself, that their dles the actors have to conquor,
tally disturbed 17 year old doing parenting and their home life there are practical ones as well.
a nude seduction scene.
could not have been to blame For example, the actors playDaley shows
fine for their son’s warped mental ing the horses must sit in place
depth and maturity. Even when state. In her impassioned de- on stage for the duration of the
he is merely glowering while fense one can almost hear the show while seeming engrossed.
sitting off to side of the stage, he parents of any criminally deviFor this play, the floor
remains in character. In his first ant youth pleading the same of the stage was elevated and
scene he seems a little hesitant justification with the same tor- expanded, which placed the
and tentative, but later we real- ment and anguish.
first several rows of the audiize that it is Alan Strang who is
Director Lou J. Stals- ence so close to the stage that
unsure and feeling bewildered worth has brought a critical- they could touch it.
at what he has done.
Kaye (Dr. Dysart) said
ly- acclaimed script to a local
In the final climactic venue, making it affordable and that this closeness created an
scene, Strang lays bare all of his accessible to a local audience.
immediate intimacy with the
vulnerabilities (both literally
Stalsworth says that audience which allowed no

sloppiness, but was also a little
exciting and forbidding for an
actor as well.
The show, as staged,
requires much imagination on
the part of the audience – most
of the props are imaginary, the
horses are played by actors
wearing open wire horse headpieces and cloppety hooves,
the sets and costumes could
be termed starkly minimalist,
and all of the actors remain on
stage throughout the play. But
it works somehow, and we as
the audience find that imagination.
Audience
members
Robert Robinson and his wife
Bonnie have season tickets to
Kelsey Theatre and were seated in the first row, closest to
Dr. Dysart. Robinson said that
the production was thoroughly
professional and he enjoyed it
very much. It was the first time
they had been that close to the
stage, and Robinson said that
it offered a new viewpoint. “Although the subject matter was
not uplifting, it was compelling,” he said.
There was some controversy at Mercer surrounding
nudity in the play. Most productions include full nudity in
the one scene. Mercer administration made the decision that
full nudity would not be acceptable and at least minimal coverage was necessary.
Questions of artistic
censorship were then raised by
students. Kelsey’s artistic director Kitty Getlik agreed with the
decision, saying that the administration as a general rule is
very supportive of the theater.
“I know my audience,” Getlik
said, “and I know what they will
and will not accept.” She noted
that the Kelsey’s audience includes a widely diverse group,
ranging from young students
to senior citizens, with diverse
standards of propriety.

McCarter Theater’s She Stoops to Conquer an uproarious hit
By David Hoyt
Senior Reporter

She Stoops to Conquer ended
its run at Princeton’s McCarter
Theater on November 1. Directed by Nicholas Martin, the
show brought a delightful romp
full of tongue-in-cheek and
raunchy humor to the stage.
The acting was engaging, the
sets were impressive, and judging by the constant laughter, the
audience thoroughly enjoyed
itself throughout.
Written by Oliver Goldsmith, She Stoops to Conquer is
the story about the dating tribulations of the Hardcastle family.
Mr. Hardcastle invites the son
of his esteemed friend, Charles
Marlow, to visit and court his
daughter, Kate. Meanwhile,
Mrs. Hardcastle is attempting
to marry her good-for-nothing
son, Tony Lumpkin, to Miss
Constance Neville. Lumpkin
rejects his mother’s wishes and
encounters Charles Marlow
at the local bar en route to Mr.
Hardcastle’s estate. Playing a

practical joke on Charles and
George, Lumpkin convinces
them that the Hardcastle estate
is actually an inn and to treat
the occupants as such.
Hilarity ensures as
Charles and George, victims of
Lumpkin’s practical joke, begin
to make a mockery of Mr. Hardcastle and his family.
Charles has no luck
with high-class women, but under the belief that Kate is a lowly
barmaid he begins to court her.
Meanwhile, the audience learns
that George is in love with none
other than Tony’s fated wife
Miss Constance! As layers of
confusion for the characters
continue to build, the audience is treated to side-splitting
laughs.
Brooks Ashmanskas, as
Lumpkin, did a marvelous job
of entertaining while carrying
out his various schemes.
Paxton Whitehead, as
Mr. Hardcastle, shifted seamlessly from sardonic wit to mortification at each of Charles’s

misdeeds.
Kristine Neilsen, as
Mrs. Hardcastle, drove the audience into a frenzy of laughter
with her curtsies that caused
her to topple over and her outrageous scolding of Lumpkin.
Finally the young lovers Charles Marlow, played by
Jon Patrick Walker, and Kate
Hardcastle, played by Jessica
Stone, had excellent chemistry.
Walker, as Charles, sustained
appropriate confusion between
the ever-changing plot lines.
Stone managed to vascilate
convincingly between courting
a confused Charles and appeasing her angry father.
The theater was packed
with patrons ranging from college students to seniors.
If there was any trouble
with the performance it came in
the form of the English accents
that each of the characters affected. Stone’s accent as Kate,
particularly when pretending to
be a barmaid, was hard on the
ears. Audience member Ha-
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Kristine Neilsen as Mrs. Hardcastle in She Stoops to Conquer, by
Oliver Goldsmith. Directed by Nicholas Martin.
dassah Britz said “It was excellent…aside from the accents.”
The set, designed by
David Korins, was magnificent.
The Hardcastle home, where
most of the play takes place, was
ornate. The two-story house,
with a staircase, fireplace, and
multiple doors, served to draw
the audience further into the
action and added details and a

kind of legitimacy that grounded the farcical elements of the
producton.
The entire performance was engrossing, entertaining and fulfilling, and
continues McCarter’s trend of
turning out extremely highcaliber theater. The Nutcracker
and My Fair Lady will be playing
there throughout November.
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THE Big Apple circus is back in town

PHOTO | DMITRY GURVITS
Clown Bello Nock, a seventh generation circus performer, is at the heart of this year’s show at The Big Apple Circus entitled “Bello is Back.”
big and small.
“A few years back we
By Mina Farag
went to see Bello in the Ringling
Reporter
Brothers Circus, and he is part
of the reason that we came to
The Big Apple Circus’s new
Big Apple circus,” said audience
show “Bello is Back” is a mesmember, Nick Ruggeri.
merizing spectacle that is curBello takes a central
rently running in New York
roll in one particularly enCity’s Damrosh Park and will
grossing act called the “Wheel
be there until January 18, 2010.
of Wonder.” It consists of two
With tickets starting at $28, the
massive “hamster wheels” that
Big Apple is appealing not only
rotate on a giant scaffolding.
for its artistry, but also for its
Performers do flips and stunts
bargain price.
within the wheels as they spin
College students may
high above the crowd.
think the circus is just for little
The show is very well
kids, but it has a much broader
executed in terms of lighting,
appeal. Those who are used to
sound and staging. Colored
the fast-paced world of gaming,
lights are used to spotlight the
Facebooking and multitaskperformers, and help maintain
ing, will feel right at home at
the magical feel of the event.
the circus. Before the antics of
The music matches the tempo
the clowns can wear thin, the
of each act precisely.
show moves on to an adrenaAlthough the Big Apple
line pumping human juggling
is particularly good at mainact --one man tossing another
taining a modern feel, those
full grown man into the air and
who seek the nostalgia of cotcatching him over and over.
ton candy and popcorn will find
Next come the twin Chinese
PHOTO | DMITRY GURVITS
their wishes granted at the concontortionists, followed by the
From Italy, Luciano
cession stands.
trained dogs (all from animal
Anastasini’s Pound Puppies
“The show was very
rescue), then a high flying traPHOTO | DMITRY GURVITS
provide human and canine
well organized, good pace, lots
peze act. There is no chance of Grandma (Barry Lubin) and Bello clown around.
acrobatics.
of excitement, good mix,” said
becoming bored.
to the one ring venue.
performers –particularly the Nock participates in many of attendee Josh Orenstein.
This year’s show celeThe single-ring set-up clowns- enter into the audience the acts. Bello doesn’t speak,
The Big Apple Circus
brates the return of Bello Nock, of the Big Apple Circus is highly throughout.
but performs through panto- is flawless in its combination of
named “America’s best clown” intimate and allows for more
“I have come here mime, a tradition which he en- performances, and unexpected
by Time magazine in 2001. direct interaction between au- many, many times. I feel I am gages so that it seems vital and
twists on traditional circus eleNock left the Big Apple and dience members and perform- part of the Circus,” said one at- invigorating rather than old
ments. There is nothing hokey
went to the larger Ringling Bros. ers than a multiple ring circus tendee, Cindy Aguilar.
fashioned. His cartoonish facial or juvenile about The Big Apple.
Barnum and Bailey Circus in can. No seat is more than 50
To tie the “Bello is expressions and actions carry Instead, each act is both time2001, but he has now returned feet away from the action, and Back” theme into the show, well with audiences members
less and fresh.

Entertainment



the college

voice 7
New ringmaster energizes the Big Apple Circus
11 - 16 - 09

By Dmitry Gurvits
Reporter

Dressed in a purple jacket of
glimmering satin, Kevin Venardos, the thin and elegant 33year old ringmaster of the Big
Apple Circus, says of his job “it
is probably one of my greatest
joys to share[the circus] with
kids.”
The job opened up after the surprising retirement
of the Big Apple’s founder and
ringmaster for 31 years, Paul
Binder. Binder, who was named
a New York Living Landmark by
the New York Landmarks Conservancy in 2000, founded the
circus in 1977 with the hope of
creating an institution. Telling
the New York Times in 2005 that
he did not want to retire “until
[he] was on [his] deathbed,” his
retirement came as a surprise to
many.
So how did Venardos
get the job? A graduate of Ithaca
College’s long-running theater
program, with a B.F.A in Musical Theater in 1998, Venardos
originally hoped for a career on
Broadway. Instead, he landed
a small recurring role on the
CBS daytime drama “Guiding
Light.” From there, in 2001, he
was offered the job of ringmaster at Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus, becoming
its youngest ringmaster in 131
years.
“I didn’t dream, as a little kid, of running away with the
circus,” says Venardos, adding

Kevin Venardos is the new ringmaster of the Big Apple Circus.
“it was kind of a dream I never
had that came true, and I ended
up falling in love with it.”
When asked what
prompted him to apply for the
job at the one ring Big Apple after his time with the three ring
Ringling Bros., Venardos said,
“It feels like I’m in the theater
again, feels very intimate…a
tiny gesture, small moment, is
something that plays in here.
That’s one of the things that
makes this place so special.”

Ken’s Korner
KENNETH NAPIER

-VOICE staff writertakes us inside the
local hardcore
and punk scene.

It is Friday, September 11, and
dark memories of 2001 hang
over Trenton like an oily runoff in the evening’s fog and
drizzle. I’m walking down
Chambers Street, looking for
a feeling of warmth and unity to offset the deeper emotional stirrings of the day. I
hear laughter and friendly
voices around the next corner, carried by the neon light
emanating from an overhead
sign identifying Championships Bar and Grill.
Pleased with myself and
where I’ve ended up, I climb
the short steps and walk
through the door, out of the
evening and into a dusky bar.
For the $5 I hand the proprietor, I am presented with
three cans of Pabst. I pocket
two of them and drink one
on my way to the building’s far end, where a young
woman sits by the door to the
showroom selling tickets for
the evening’s entertainment.

The young woman is Michelle
Bottle-of-Vodka, director and
founder of Nice Guy Booking,
an operation that serves as
the link between many garage
bands and their first paying
gig. After buying my ticket, I
peek into the stage room and
see that the first band is still
setting up, so I take advantage
of the free time to crack another Pabst and sit down with
Michelle to ask a few questions
about Nice Guy Booking.

KEN: What caused you to start
Nice Guy Booking?
MICHELLE: I started it three
years ago because I felt that the
music scene was dying, and I
was trying to save it, trying to
keep it alive. It is hard, because
while there are a lot of bands
out there who are very dedicated, there are also a lot of bands
that just don’t give a shit. And
those bands are a big part of
the reason why the scene was in
such terrible condition.

The Big Apple’s current
artistic director, Guillaume Dufresnoy (profiled by the VOICE
in November 2008), says Venardos is the ideal choice for ringmaster. In a phone interview
Dufresnoy described the position of ringmaster as a “very,
very specialized and very difficult job and I think what [Kevin]
does in the show is…remarkable.”
When asked how it
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feels to step into Binder’s shoes,
Venardos said, “I will never fill
[them], nor do I portend to fill
any shoes, whatsoever,” adding
that he is simply glad Binder
has shown confidence in his
ability to carry the show.
As a rule, Venardos,
downplays his role in the Big
Apple. “I don’t do anything…
I do my best to make sure that
everyone performing in the
ring, here, is acknowledged in

the way that they deserve to be.”
Venardos considers himself as
more of an ambassador of the
circus and a facilitator for the
performers, and less of a star.
He describes himself as being
just a piece of the puzzle.
Not so, says Dufresnoy,
who hand-picked Venardos to
replace Binder. “I’m sorry to tell
him, but Kevin is no small piece
of the puzzle.”
In terms of the direction Venardos is taking the Big
Apple, he appears to be picking up where Binder left off,
but he also brings a youthful
energy that can be felt in the
artistic program he’s helped
create. For example, in one skit,
developed with the famous Big
Apple clown known as “Grandma” (played by Barry Lubin),
the two explore an iPhone and
its various Circus appropriate
applications, including “Place
Popcorn Here.”
Kevin Venardos is
modest, deferential, and all
about the kids. He embodies
the spirit of the circus. “It’s just
really special, all kids, whatever
their size, shape, age. There’s
something about the circus that
I’ve come to really, really love,”
he says. When asked if he hopes
to have children of his own one
day, Venardos said, “That’s an
interesting question, I don’t
really know...life is a great big
adventure. Who knows…I’m
enjoying the ride, and I’m just
trying to be thankful and grateful for every day.”

KEN: Why Champs? What was it
that brought you to this venue?
MICHELLE: I’ve been here for
two years, and they’re the most
giving when it comes to bands.
They support the music scene
100 percent. The owner of the
bar is the old drummer from
Cheap Trick, so he understands
what it is about, and definitely
helps the bands out a lot. I’ve
got my freedom to play pretty
much anything I want here, and
that makes a big difference.
KEN: You said that they support
the music scene 100 percent.
What do you mean by that?
How does their support differ
from other venues?
MICHELLE: The tickets are under $10, which you’re not really
going to find anywhere else. The
drinks are cheap and this is one
of the few places willing to put
on all-ages shows. I put on allages shows almost every Saturday, and I also make all our
national shows available to all
ages of fans. It’s not about making money off the bands; it’s
about getting as many people
as possible to come out support
the scene.
KEN: Okay, you just mentioned
national shows. I’m going to
have to ask you to elaborate.
MICHELLE: Given the fan base
and turnouts that we have, I

can confidently book major label bands. We’ve got national
shows going on for the next
few months, pretty much every
weekend. I mean, we’ve got The
Casualties, who just finished an
international tour, coming here
November 8, it’s a Sunday, at
5p.m. and they’re going to play
alongside underground bands,
bands that don’t have a following outside of the tri-state area.
I want to ask more, but
from beyond the wall comes
the earth-shaking reverb of a
cranked up bass guitar. I crack
open my last can of Pabst, trek
to the bar, spend $5 on two
more beers and a shot, then
once again go to the far end of
the building. This time I step
through the door and into the
middle of blaring, balls-out
rock’n’roll, straight into Trenton’s underground scene.
The working class music industry is a place where
the night’s line up consists of
bands who have never released
a mastered CD or gone on tour,
but will reliably draw crowds

that tax the fire code.
The current state of
the Trenton scene is the result of hard work and love.
The scene thrives because of
the D.I.Y-or-die dedication
of bands like Local Demise,
who recorded, mixed and
mastered their first album
themselves, in a basement, or
FreeDOOM, who handmade
all their shirts and patches
after fans cried out for merchandise. It shows in the
willingness of local producers, like Timm With Two M’s,
owner of Left Hook Recording, to stay up all night mastering tracks but charge for
nothing more than the time
spent recording. And all of
that means nothing without
the support of local fans.
To quote Michelle in
parting, “Get off your ass, get
up and come out. Support
your scene; it’s all we really
own. And it depends on you.”
For show times and
ticket information visit:
www.myspace.com/niceguybooking
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Lawrenceville cafe offers fresh food and exquisite desserts
By Matthew White
Reporter

Fedora Café, located
on Main Street in Lawrenceville, provides excellent food in eccentric
atmosphere. The Restaurant serves breakfast,
lunch, dinner, and dessert
and caters as well.
Entering the cafe
customers find an eclectic yet comforting atmosphere. The walls are
decorated with paintings
from local artists and one
enormous mural of ancient columns and a surreal cloudy sky. The ceiling fans are adorned with
dragonflies and velvet pillows dot the mismatched
chairs and plush patchwork couches.
Fedora’s strength
is its food, which is
mouth-watering.
The
cafe is known for its zesty
salads with fresh ingredients, warm seasoned
paninis that drip with
melted cheese, enormous
plates of pasta (filled with
ingredients chosen by
the customer), and most
importantly a large case
filled with huge and interesting desserts.
All the food is
good, but the desserts
are Fedora’s best offering.
All the classics are well
represented --cannolis,
biscotti, pies-- but the
best items are the more
unusual fare which includes: peanut-butter cup
brownies, caramel apple
crisp and Reese’s Pieces

By Mike Lorenzo
Reporter

brownie which are enormous. Most of the desserts cost between $3.00
and $6.00 which is an incredible deal considering
their massive size.
Service at Fedora’s is
strong, as servers are helpful, friendly and speedy
when it comes to delivering a meal. During the
day customers order their
meals at the counter then
find their own seating and
servers bring the meal. At
night, however, service
follows a more traditional
style with servers coming
to the table.
Breakfast is a
great time to sit down for
a cup of coffee and enjoy the cozy atmosphere
,while lunch is usually the
busy time in which customers order their soups,
sandwiches and salads
Lunches usually
costs between $7.00 and
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Top: Oversized pastries are a staple at Fedora Cafe.
Above: A signature melted brie and chicken panini.
$10.00, whereas dinner
can be a bit pricier, with
meals costing around
$14.00 or $15.00.
While the food at
Fedora can be quite delicious, the prices can be a
stretch for the Mercer student budget.
“Considering the
type of food it is, and the
kind of place it is, it is kind
of pricey, but it is a fun
place and it is never too

expensive to go occasionally,” says Perri Lerner,
a sophomore student of
journalism at Rutgers
University and a Lawrenceville resident.
Fedora Café offers incredible treats and
while it can be pricey for
a student, it is definitely
worth the cost for those
who value delicious food
in a casual and eccentric
atmosphere.

Masala Grill: great Indian food at Princeton prices
By Lisa Olson
Reporter

Masala Grill, located at
15 Chambers St. is one of
only two South Asian restaurants in Princeton. The
restaurant has an excellent variety of delicious,
but somewhat overpriced
Indian food including
many vegetarian and vegan dishes.
The atmosphere
at Masala is romantic
when there aren’t large
crowds of Princeton students being loud, and the
hosts are pleasant and
welcoming, but service is
sometimes slow, and waiters are not always attentive to their tables. Some
servers are hard to understand, and a considerable
amount of background
noise does not help.
Appetizers
include everything from samosas to curry and chickpea spreads. These cost
between $6 and $10, and
satisfy about 2 guests. To
cut your bill down a bit, a
simple platter of naan or
garlic naan costs just $2 to
$4.

The “Holy Grail” of
sandwiches can be
had at Hoagie Haven

Naan seems to be
something of a specialty
for Masala Grill, “The naan
was very fresh, and better in general than other
naan I’ve tried in the area”
says Aaron Thompson, a
Mercer Student from West
Windsor.
Masala Grill allows patrons to bring their
own wine and offers basic
drinks such as sodas and
ice tea. Traditional Indian
Lassi, cost around $3.
After appetizers,
Masala Grill offers rather
small entrees for prices
that range from $15 to
$17. Patrons can request
the level of spiciness they
prefer, but even milder
dishes can be quite spicy.
Dessert
offerings include ice cream
in a limited selection of
flavors, as well as Indian
desserts. Popular dishes
are the Kulfi, which is essentially Indian-style ice
cream, and the Ras Malai
which is similar to rice
pudding. Both are priced
at about $5.
Overall, Masala
Grill is a good choice for a
night out.

Top: Exterior of
Masala Grill at 15
Chambers St. in
Princeton. Right:
Chicken Tikka
Masala, rice and
vegetables.
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The smell of sizzling burgers and french fries immediately seep into one’s
nostrils when stepping
out of the car. The mass of
people on the street eating various sandwiches
can be seen from a distance and the small subshop frequently has a line
of people out the door.
From the inside,
one can feel the warmth,
not only from the cooking food, but also from
the excitement and joy
of the customers. Hoagie Haven, located in the
heart of Princeton, New
Jersey on Nassau Street,
has a unique menu that
provides all ages a wide
selection of innovative
sandwiches and other
specialties for reasonable
prices.
So what is all the
rave about this little local
subshop? “A dirty sanchez is so good, the first
time you have it you will
dirty your pants,” says
Wake Forest freshman Jeff
Gerdes, 18 of Robbinsville, New Jersey.
“A Phat Lady is
the Holy Grail of sandwiches,” says University of
South Carolina freshman
Mark Normandin. But
what is a Dirty Sanchez
or a Phat Lady? “[It is] a
scrumptious medley of
the greatest flavors known
to man,” said Gerdes.
Hoagie Haven’s
signature sandwiches are
the Dirty Sanchez and the
Phat Lady. The Dirty Sanchez consists of chicken
tenders, french fries, and
mozzarella sticks on a
submarine roll topped
with Hoagie Haven’s own
“Sanchez Sauce,” along
with any toppings the
customer deems necessary.
A Phat Lady, on
the other hand, mixes
cheesesteak with french
fries and mozzarella
sticks also on a submarine
roll but minus the famous
sauce.
The once unknown eatery, exclusively known to Princeton
residents and students, is
now being spread internationally with the help of
Facebook networking.
The
Facebook
group has over 4,000
members from New Jersey to California to Germany, and everywhere in
between. Hoagie Haven
is putting American deli
cuisine on the international map.

Some argue that
the “grease trucks” at
Rutgers University have
a similar menu to Hoagie Haven, but in reality
double H has a wider selection of food and also a
dessert menu.
The grease trucks
only feature the “fat”
sandwiches. While they
do offer an extensive variety of novelty sandwiches,
Hoagie Haven keeps it
simple with just six, the
Dirty Sanchez and Phat
Lady being the most popular.
Hoagie Haven’s
other novelty sandwiches
include the El Mexicano
(Cheesesteak w/Chicken
Tacos, Sour Creme, Hot
Sauce), the Heart Stop
(Cheesesteak w/Bacon
& Eggs), and the Bloch
(Chicken Parm w/Bacon
& Eggs), and the Big Cat
(4 Bacon Cheeseburgers
w/4 Eggs).
The prices of
the sandwich range from
around five dollars for a
half to about 10 dollars for
a whole sub.
Hoagie
Haven
also offers their own selfproclaimed greatest burgers on earth, french fries,
regular hoagies, hot dogs,
chili, salads, gyros, and
even desserts. Hoagie
Haven also sells their signature t-shirts for 20 dollars each.
There are no tables inside or outside but
no one cares. There are
some benches and the
point of the sub shop isn’t
the decor. Most people
take their hoagies and
wander around Princeton
or take them home. With
a Hoagie Haven hoagie
in hand, no matter where
you go, you will always
have a feast.
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STUDENT SPOTLIGHT: Chris Fuentes is releasing a new album



By Ariana Renick
Reporter

Christopher Fuentes, a 19 year
old second year Mercer student, is in the midst of releasing his first demo. His first CD,
“One good thing” will be out at
the end of November.
Fuentes is a one man
band, providing the vocals, guitar, bass and drum tracks on
Ossu, which he is now sending
to record labels in an effort to
launch a musical career.
“If they think its crap,
I’ll never know. Even if they
think it’s good, just not for
them, I’ll never know” Fuentes
says.
At age five, Fuentes received his first drum for Christmas, and at age fourteen his father told him he could make in
a weekend what he was making
in a month on his paper route.
He
became
the
14-year-old drummer in his
father’s cover band, playing at
restaurants and parties with
musicians almost three times
his age.
“After a few gigs they
accepted me. Said I played better then other drummers, including my first drum teacher,”
says Fuentes.
But Fuentes was not
yet hooked, nor did he anticipate a musical career. After
high school, he was awarded a

six year full-ride scholarship to
study in China.
“A year ago, I would
have told you I had plans to
get an M.D., to set up a holistic practice” says Fuentes. Due
to unplanned events, however,
these goals were derailed.
Fuentes’s life took a
new course. He was introduced
to Japanese rock bands such
as Dir En Grey, which now inspire him. He also experienced
changes in his relationships
that prompted a creative explosion. His first song, entitled
“Lina” was written with only a
$70 guitar and a computer.
Fuentes’s music explores themes of attachment: to
pleasures, to people, to objects,
and life, examining all from a
variety of angles. Many of his
songs are written about or for
people he’s come to know in his
life.
“It is the pinnacle of
music. When you are standing
up there, expressing yourself,
there is a connection with the
audience. That’s what it’s all
about,” Fuentes says.
However, Fuentes expresses a desire to write more
fictional lyrics in his future.
“There are lots of topics
I have not personally experienced; stronger messages outside my personal life that could
be spread. I’m not sure I have
the voice to do that just yet,” he
says.
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FAST FACTS
NAME: Christopher Jay
Fuentes
AGE: 19
INTERESTS: Music, travel,
science and medicine
FIRST SONG: “Lina” commemorated a relationship
INFLUENCES: Japanese
bands such as Dir En Grey
tic shows to promote.
FIRST CD: “one good
thing” will be out at the
end of November. Cost =
$7. These can be found at
all of Fuentes’s open mics
and accoustic shows in
the area. Check the “Ossu”
Facebook page for more
information.
PHOTO | CJ HARKER

Above: Christopher Jay Fuentes. To hear Fuentes’s
music, find him on Facebook by searching for
“Ossu” and becoming a fan. Tracks such as “Lina,”
“Butterfly” and “trilogy: act I,” among others, are
posted.

visit us online at
mcccvoice.org
use our links to
hear music by
chris fuentes

FACULTY SPOTLIGHT: Professor of Theater Arts Jody Person
By Vincent Parrelli
Reporter

COLLEGE VOICE | FILE PHOTO

Professor Jody Person facilitates a student rehearsal of Peer Gynt.

Although he now stands with
the uncommonly good posture
of a fine dancer, as a child, professor Jody Person, the theatre
program coordinator at Mercer,
might have seemed an unlikely
candidate to ever become interested in the arts.
Growing up in an impoverished home, Prof. Person
had never seen a theater production until he was adopted
at age 11. His adoptive mother
took him to see Camelot at the
Proctors Theatre in Schenectady, NY. Although a bit bored by
the story, Person felt something
stir in him and he longed to return and see another play.
Upon witnessing his
second production, Song and
Dance starring Bernadette Peters, Person became fascinated
by the interplay of plot, music
and dance. He yearned to participate, but his feet had been
burned as a child. It wasn’t until
he received corrective surgery
that he was able to dance at
all. Yet he soon went on to win
the lead dance role in his high
school’s production of Damn
Yankees.
Person completed his
undergraduate work at SUNY
Purchase University as a dance
major, but he suffered a knee
injury and changed majors to
Drama Studies. He received his
Masters in Fine Arts in Theatre
Direction from Rutgers University where he learned not only
the nuts and bolts of direction,

but also how to collaborate with
actors on the stage. After finishing at Rutgers, Person directed
for the Cafe Theatre at George
Street Playhouse.
As Person’s career progressed, he was impressed with
Peking Opera and how they integrated dance, acting, and music. He became inspired to direct plays that employed similar
strategies.
In addition to teaching at Mercer, where he is now
in his fifth year, and directing
student theater productions, he
works on his own projects outside of work. Most recently he
directed 1-900-SELPLEX at the
New York International Fringe
Festival.
On campus, Prof. Person is easy to spot. He is known
for his brisk walk and signature
white golfing caps. As part of
his acting philosophy, when he
is working on the stage or directing and teaching students,
he wears only clothes that are
black or gray. The goal, he says,
is to embrace the professionalism that theater requires and
to remove the ego so that other
characters can more easily enter the body.
When asked what advice he might have for aspiring
actors, Professor Person said
going on auditions alone can be
a difficult experience because
of the rejection that is involved.
Therefore, he believes it is imperative that actors put on their
own shows at the same time
they are auditioning.

Jody Person’s
directing at
mercer

fall 2005

Love’s Fire

(co-director)
spring 2006

Godspell

spring 2007

Woyzeck
fall 2007

7 Sins

(contributing
choreographer)
spring 2008

Macbeth
fall 2008

Hedda Gabler
spring 2009

Angels in America,
Part I:
Millennium
Approaches
spring 2009

Joe Sent MDE
(contributing
choreographer)
fall 2009

Gynt in Process:
Henrik Ibsen’s
Peer Gynt,
Remixed & Remade
Professor Person is also
the faculty advisor of
Late Night Series

HOLIDAYS IN
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How to properly roast a chestnut:

in an Oven

Supplies needed:

•
Baking sheet
•
Chestnuts from store
•
Oven
•
Knife
•
Water
•
Bowl
•
Salt (optional)
Steps:
1. Preheat oven to 425˚F
2. After cleaning and drying
chestnuts, place them on a
cutting board and cut down
on an angle twice to make an
X in the shell (the X doesn’t
have to be perfect, it just
lets steam escape during
roasting, otherwise pressure
can build up inside the nut
causing it to explode).
3. Sprinkle a little bit of water
on the baking sheet (this will
help keep the chestnuts from
becoming overly dry and
shrivelled).
4. Arrange chestnuts on baking
sheet with cut side up.
5. Roast in oven for 14-25 minutes or until nuts are tender
and easy to peal.
6. Remove from oven and allow
nuts to cool in a bowl.
7. Once cool, peal nuts, being
sure to remove shells and
skins.
8. Eat nuts! Some people like
to add a little salt to taste.
Troubleshooting: Test nuts
for doneness early as hard, dry
nuts are a common problem that
results from over cooking.

over an OPEN FIRE

There
several places in the
United States named after
the holiday’s main course. Turkey,
Texas, was the most populous in 2005,
with 492 residents; followed by Turkey
Creek, Louisiana (357); and Turkey,
North Carolina (269). There also
are nine townships around
the country named
“Turkey,” three in
Kansas.

turkey

t

WARNING: Use clean dry roasting chestnuts from the store. Do NOT use horse
chestnuts from a neighborhood tree.
They are NOT the same kind of chestnut.
USE CAUTION AROUND FLAME OR HoT STOVE.

no jive

the college

Americans seem
to think the tastiest part of the turkey is
the breast, so breeding favors
buxom birds. Turkeys are
now bred so the breasts
are so enlarged that some
turkeys frequently fall over
Supplies needed:
from the excess weight.
•
Open fire
•
Long handled skillet that can So far as we know, no
one has tried using
tolerate direct heat
silicone implants to
•
Skillet lid or tin foil
create a DDDD
•
Thick oven mitt
cup turkey.
•
Chestnuts from
Acstore
cord•
Knife
ing to three
•
Water
separate (but not
•
Bowl
particularly scholarly)
•Steps:
Salt (optional) sources on the Internet,
the first food Neil Arm1. Follow steps
strong
and Buzz Aldrin ate
2-4 from
on
the
moon was turkey
oven prepawith
all
the trimmings,
ration, subwrapped
in those tiny
stituting your
foiled
encased
packages
long handled
that
astronauts
love so
skillet for the
much.
baking pan
2.
3.

4.

5.
6.

Cover pan with
Allid or tin foil
though PresiUsing the
dent George Washington
oven mitt
issued the first Thanksgivfor protecing Day Proclamation in
tion, hold
1789, President Lincoln was
the skillet
the first to set a specific annual
over the
date for the event. He chose
open fire
the last Thursday in November,
for 14-25
but in 1939 President Franklin
minutes
D. Roosevelt moved the date
or until
back to the third Thursday
chestnuts
in November in an effort to
are tender
lengthen the holiday shopand shells
ping season and stimulate the
are begineconomy. In 1941 Congress passed
ning to open
an official proclamation returning
Remove
Thanksgiving to the fourth Thursfrom oven and
day in November and granting
allow nuts to
it legal national holiday status
cool in a bowl.
from thenceforth. The original
Once cool, peal
thanksgiving was held in Plymnuts, being sure to reouth, Mass. in 1621.
move shells and skins.
Eat nuts!

SHOUT

We asked and y

What is th
Maurice Mendenhall

Melissa

Stan Yen

Heather Laslo

“Worst holiday gift
I’ve ever gotten was...
stocking...Christmas
stocking.”

“Umm...a toilet bowl
seat.”

“Socks.”

“No gifts is the worst,
because you should be
happy to get anything at
all.”

holiday gif

ever re
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Thanksgiving dinner and other holiday
events

a
trivi

To become a balloon handler
at the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day
What you will need:
Parade in New York City, you have to
•
Fast moving vehicle
be physically fit and weigh at least 125
•
Pre-planned escape route
pounds. Balloon training is mandatory and
•
Other events to get to
is held at the New Jersey Meadowlands on two
•
Good reason to suffer through it (i.e. love of your partner, the fact
weekends in October. Each of the
that they are paying for your kids’ education etc.)
Unmore than 93 parade floats
•
Endurance (start training in July)
like the
has roughly 50 han•
Friend to phone who can talk you out of homicide
wild American
dlers.
turkey pictured at left
WHAT TO DO:
(Pilgrim hat not traditional
Step 1: PROTECT YOURSELF
portion of plumage) turkeys raised
Spend as little time as humanly possible around toxic relfor consumption are bred to be
atives. Plan events that you will have to leave to get to.
white in color because white
Limit the time you are with them, and ignore their guilt
turkey feathers leave no
trips about how you never make any time for them.
spots under the skin when
They are just sad you are not going to hang around
plucked. American’s don’t
long enough for them to really toy with.
like to eat spotty looking
birds on the
It
Step 2: DEFLECT
holidays.
is,
You know the kinds of things your difficult
apparently,
family member(s) are going to find to comhard to get turkey in
plain about and criticize. Although you will
Turkey. According to the
want to counter their insults with ones of
VOICE’s senior Turkishyour own, fight the temptation, as this can
American coresponlead to bodily injury and damage to propdent, Caroline Doenerty. Instead, do all you can to ignore
mez, finding a good
them and change the topic. Comment
turkey club sandwich in
on the china pattern, the score of a
Istanbul can be a chalsporting event that no one cares about,
lenge. Chicken, she says, the weather. Stay away from the topics
is easier to come by.
that rile people in your family.

Sources include: The National
Turkey Federation, macys.com,
USDA, and the Illinois State
Extension.

Step 3:PHONE A FRIEND
Speed dial whomever can talk you out
of killing your evil relative. Bear in mind
that they may need the same favor from
As
you. Share your stories of familial woe.
has become
Hearing someone else’s horror story
customary at the White
can be quite a relief. At least you
House, last year thenknow you are not alone.
President Bush gave two
turkeys, Pumpkin and Pecan,
Step 4: ESCAPE
a last-minute pardon allowSo all your deflecting has only
ing them to live out their days
made them more brazen and
at a petting farm. The two birds
determined to get under your
came from Ellsworth, Iowa, and
skin. Before you engage them
were raised under the direction
on
their idiotic level, cut the visit
of National Turkey Federation
short.
Follow your pre-planned
Chairman Paul Hill. The Ameriescaped
route and drive as fast
can public was allowed to vote
as
the
law
will allow (TIP: despite
for the turkeys’ names on the
how
badly
you
will need to drink at
White House web site. Previous
this
event,
stay
sober so you can
pardon recipients include: May and
drive
away
in
a
hurry.)
Flower, Flyer and Fryer, Marshmallow
and Yam, and Biscuit and Gravy. Last year
Step 5: REWARD
Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin was noted for
Reward
yourself for surviving the ordeal.
pardoning a turkey then conducting a
Perhaps
go
to a movie or treat yourself to a
TV interview while dozens of turkeys were
relaxing
trip
to
the shooting range. Consider
slaughtered behind her. On Wednesday,
meeting
up
with
your
emergency phone friend
Nov. 24, 2009 President Obama is exfor
a
post
holiday
debriefing.
pected to pardon his first turkeys.

This column is written by people who
have a lot of experience dealing with
rotten family members, but no licenses
in anything. Follow them at your own
risk. These are tips that we have found
work in many situations, but some individuals are so unpleasant that nothing
can be done. In such cases, all you can
do is dream of ways to get back at them.

TOP 5 EVIL FAMILY MEMBERS
TO WATCH OUT FOR
5. The Malcontent
Nothing makes this person happy
except telling you about everything
that makes them unhappy.
4. The Narc
Ever wanted to know all the things
(real and imaginary) that you are
doing to ruin your health and your
life? This person will tell you.
3. The Badger
No matter how happy you are
with your life, the Badger thinks
you should have done something
different (gone to law school,
married an accountant, moved to
Mars) and is still trying to get you
to do it by badgering you about it
at every family occasion.
2. The Whack-job
Known for their inedible food
(even though they insist they have
studied culinary arts), the Whackjob makes the day extra exciting
by inserting useless information
into the conversation, showing
people your naked baby photos
and giving ill-timed foot rubs.
1. The Woozle
The Woozle is the most unpleasant
and despicable family member
there is. Usually a hybrid of at
least two other types, some
woozles demonstrate all four evil
personality traits at once!

SHOUT OUT:

you answered

he worst

ft you have

eceived?

Nick Fiorello

Christian Damora

Jessica Weble

Justin Humphrey

“I got a snow ski one year.
They’re pretty shit. Can’t
even do anything with
snow skis. You just fall off
every time you get on.”

“There was a pillow
once. One of my pillows,
though. My mom just
put a pillow in a bag.”

“A porcelain horse.”

“Someone sayd ‘Merry
Christmas’ and kicked
me right between the
legs.”
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Night classes are in demand
Students appreciate night class flexibility
but there are pros and cons to consider
By DeChele Covington
Reporter

As enrollement at community
colleges increases during the
economic downturn, evening
classes are becoming more
and more popular. A New York
Times article on October 27,
2009 described several community colleges that are so busy
they are now offering classes as
late as 11:45PM to 2:30AM and
even those classes are filling
up. Mercer’s latest classes end
around 11p.m., but they too are
filling faster than ever. For those
considering night school, there
are advantages and disadvantages to consider.
Mercer currently has
2,307 students taking an evening class. The vast majority of
these, 2,265 are taking classes
part time. Evening classes start
anywhere between 5:15PM and
8:00PM and most of the evening classes meet once a week
for 2 hours and 45 minutes.
“Teaching at night is
quite beneficial. Classes are
longer, one day a week and
students come with the notion
that the class will incorporate a
lecture. The students are generally older and more mature,
which provides an intellectual
environment ripe for a college
setting,” said African American
History instructor, Professor
Baye Kemit, when asked what
he thought were the benefits of
teaching night classes.
“Students are tired at
the end of a long day. Many
students who study at night also
work during the day, so they

have extra burdens in addition
to academics,” stated Public Relations teacher, Professor Douglas Zehr, when asked what some
of the challenges of teaching a
night class are.
To see if night classes
indeed include more older students, the VOICE conducted a
survey of 25 Mercer night students. The survey found that 12
students were18 to 25 years old,
and 13 were 26 and over which
is about the same as for daytime
classes. Whether or not night
students are, in fact, more mature, was not a factor the survey
addressed, but it did uncover
other data.
According to the survey, the reasons most students
decided to take evening classes
included wanting smaller classes with fewer students, needing
the convenience of classes that
meet in the evening, and being
able to work full time during the
day.
Survey
respondents
also commented on the challenges night classes present.
Most commonly mentioned
challenges included: limited
class selections, difficulties
staying focused in class and trying to find child care. Some also
noted that they feared the long,
dark walk to and from the parking lots at night.
“I’m very tired after
a long day’s work, but coffee
and working hard helps,” stated Georgia Waleoh, first-year
Nursing major. Like Professor
Zehr, Waleoh also stated that
she enjoys taking evening class-

es because it is a more mature
crowd that includes more dedicated students.
Those interested in
taking night classes may be
concerned that they do not
have access to the same club
and organization privileges as
a day students. Although it is
true that most clubs meet during daytime hours, the SGA offers leadership conferences, fall
and spring dances, bus trips to
Broadway shows, and community service activities that are
available to day and evenings
students alike.
“All clubs and organizations are offered to all students, day or night students. The
activities are not limited to day
students. SGA is always willing
to host night time meetings, if
a night time student requests
them to do so,” stated Director
of Student Life and Leadership,
Danielle Garruba-Ice.
The biggest problem a
night time student may face is
a case of the munchies while
arriving to school at night. The
cafeteria is closed by 3 pm, so
the evening students are left
with vending machines that
charge $1.75 for a bottle of water. Evening students must try
to eat before arriving to class as
some professors do not allow
eating in class. Packing a snack
may come in handy, however.
When asked to describe any downsides to taking
night classes, first year Business
major Geoffrey Josephy said, “I
can’t watch my eight o’clock TV
shows!”

Mac’s new system: small but mighty
By Mina Farag
Reporter

Apple computers released its
new operating system, Snow
Leopard, in September. Snow
Leopard offers dozens of new
features that can be included
under three main categories:
user interface, performance,
and multimedia enhancement.
User interface enhancements include dock expose, stacks and Finder preview. Expose was originally
introduced in OS X leopard, it
allows the user to organize all
the running applications in different pages. Basically it is like
having multiple user accounts
that are specific for application
type with the ability to swap between accounts on the fly.
“Applications are better
organized in Expose, and easier
to navigate” says Photography
Professor and program coordinator Michael Dalton.
Performance is a key
area of improvement. Mac OS
X snow leopard was rewritten
64bit, to allow the utilization
of massive amounts of memory. Memory, processor clock
speed, and number of cores are
the most determinant factors
affecting computer speed. Snow
Leopard goes to great lengths to
increase processor speed.
“Overall, the computer

is faster: start up, shut down,
exiting and opening programs,
utilizing web browsers, saving
files and searching the system,”
says Piers Duffel, second year
Liberal Arts major.
Duffel goes on to note
some of the multimedia enhancements saying, “Photo
Booth has some funky new filters. The most noticeable update was the ability to create
short videos, the existing video
abilities were slow and impractical for quick recordings and
uploads.”
Apple, with its iPod
and iTouch phones is know for
creating products that are aesthetically pleasing and which
facilitate ease of use. This trait
holds for Snow Leopard which
offers a simple user-friendly
interface that enables the user
to professionally edit pictures,
videos, and all the other different kinds of multimedia.
One of the greatest
additions to Snow Leopard is
QuickTime Pro, which used to
be sold separately for an extra
charge.
Snow Leopard is a
polished operating system in
comparison to its predecessor.
Instead of adding unnecessary
frills, it is geared toward speed,
and efficiency. And it only costs
$30.00 to upgrade.
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BY CHRIS SZAKOLCZAI

PART 3: Taking punches - Saving lives -- We continue the VOICE photo feature,

an on-going photo journalism project by senior Staff Photographer Chris Szakolczai, documenting the
activities of the Mercer County Police Academy, which is housed on MCCC’s West Windsor campus.
Having learned the basic techniques of the martial art known
as Krav Maga, the recruits of the
class of 04-09 continue learning
strategies for physical combat,
but they also learn life saving
and rescue training.
Although it is only used
as a last resort, when an officer
must face an attacker at close
range, hand to hand combat is a
necessary skill for each recruit.
With adrenaline pumping, the recruits are paired
up and prepped for a boxing
match. As two recruits spar, the
rest of the class provides support by cheering. Each match
lasts about four minutes, on

Top: Recruit Brown winds up for a punch against his boxing
opponent. Second from top: Recruit Paglione throw a punch.
Above: Recruit Bacsik gives and receives a punch. Right:
Recruits learn water safety and rescue skills.

average, and quickly demonstrates just how very tired one
becomes while fighting off an
attacker.
At this point in their
training, the recruits are routinely completing five mile runs
and many are in the best shape
of their lives. Nevertheless, as
each recruit enters their fourth
minute of boxing, the strain on
their bodies is evident. Instructor Smith’s call to stop brings
each pair some relief. Most real-life engagements will not last
four minutes, so the four minute boxing matches are a means
of building up physical stamina.
Following the boxing,

the recruits shift from offense to
defense as they learn life saving
skills.
The class completes a
water training course hosted by
P.R.I. Rescue Training Specialists. Recruits learn how to safely
remove an injured person from
the water, how to stabilize an
injury in the water and effective
ways to hold and carry a possible drowning victim.
As the training continues, recruits learn to move effortlessly from one type of task
to another, from protecting
themselves to rescuing others,
from classroom work to physical work and back again.
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Sports

Men miss championship despite good season

Men’s soccer team will host but not compete in NJCAA Division Soccer Championship

hoops
season
preview
By Jillian Langdon
Reporter

PHOTO | MATTHEW FREEDMAN

By Brian Kaplan
Reporter

Even though they are hosing it,
for the first time in close to a
decade, Mercer County Community College’s men’s soccer
team will not be participating
in the National Junior College
Athletic Association Division I
Men’s Soccer Tournament.
After their loss on October 31 to Essex, the Vikings
failed to advance to the District
tournament.
Consequently,
they will not be appearing in
the national tournament taking
place from November 18 to November 22.

Despite the missed
opportunity to compete for a
national championship, the
Vikings still performed solidly
during the regular season and
compiled a record of 14-1.
Led by head coach
Charlie Inverso, who has guided the Vikings to four national
championships since he took
over the team in 1986, the team
posted shutouts in six of their 14
wins this season.
Although the Mercer men’s soccer team did not
enjoy the outcome that they
hoped for this season, the 2010
season will provide a clean slate
for the Vikings to renew their
bid for the national title.

PHOTO | MATTHEW FREEDMAN

Top: Players compete for the ball during the October 26 semifinal game against Burlington County College. Above: The
referee has strong words for the players during the Burlington
game.

Women’s soccer team takes the XIX title for second year!
By Brian Kaplan
Reporter

The Viking women’s soccer
team were a dominant force
during the 2009 season, compiling a record of 16-5-1 on the
way to becoming Region XIX
champions – a title that they
won for the second season in a
row. The women posted a winning streak of 8 games during
the season, 6 of which were
shutouts.
Multiple key players
contributed to the lady Vikings’
2009 winning season.
Kasey Kenny and Carolyn Walters proved to be an integral part of the team’s offensive game. They led the tem in
scoring. In order to protect the
leads that the team fought for,
they turned to defenders Marissa Segal and Angela Modica

PHOTO | FRANK SUMMERS

The women of the victorious Vikings take a moment to relax
and share a laugh on the bench.
who ensured that the goalies,
Brianna Byrne and Carly Blanton, did not have to block more
shots than absolutely necessary.
Caitlin Wilson, the

team’s
center
mid-fielder,
played an important role in
both the offensive and defensive game for the Vikings.
Although the team’s
season ended in the District

tournament, as it had in 2008,
Mercer’s women’s soccer team
once again enjoyed a strong
season and the ability to consistently defeat their opponents.
However, there is always the
opportunity to improve, as the
lady Vikings intend to do next
season.
Jodie Ricciardi, the
head coach for the women’s
team has led them to a 40-20–2
record and two Regional Championships in the years.
“For next year we need
to work on improving our mental side of the game. We were in
great shape and our skills were
very sharp but we got into situations where we lost games because of our mental side of the
game,” says Ricciardi.

Ending last season with no regional title and a record of 2010, Mercer’s women’s basketball hopes to reinvigorate with
the help of some new blood and
a larger team. The Lady Vikings
hope to make it to the Region
XIX Tournament this February.
Head Coach Mike
Tenaglia kicks off his twentieth
season with the same mantra: “talent is never enough”.
Through “positivity, teamwork,
and hard work, on and off the
court” Coach Tenglia thinks the
girls will go “all the way” this
season.
“Our competition is Essex and Union” says Coach Tengalia. Last season Essex County
College beat the Vikings in the
opening round of the Region
XIX Tournament, but later lost
the title to Union County College.
Union’s Lady Owls
stats precede them. Last year’s
wint make them Region XIX
champions for the third year in
a row.
“They have close to
as many titles as we do” says
Coach Tengalia.
However, with the
number of players on the Vikings at an all time high, depth
might prove to be a threat to
Union’s Owls. Thirteen women
make up this season’s lady Vikings, whereas there are only
seven on the Owls Coach Tenaglia says the larger team offers
him “flexibility as a coach.”
“What we lack in height
this season, we make up for
with depth” says Captain Jenn
Casper. “With our numbers we
can keep a good pace and run
even the best teams and players tired. That’s our advantage.”
Casper added.
The starting line-up
includes 5’8 freshman forward
Alexis Sweet, 5’9 freshman forward Azaria Crews, 5’4 freshmen guard Ja’Neice Worley,
5’8 sophomore forward Jenn
Casper (captain), 5’9 sophomore forward Kiara Boone, 5’5
freshmen guard Amanda Terebey, and returning forward/
center Samantha Foley.
The advantage this season is the players who round out
the team: 5’4 sophomore guard
Chelsea Lawson, 5’9 sophomore forward Lauren Diveglio,
5’9 freshmen forward Marelys
Williams, 5’3 freshmen guard
Laurie Regan, and 5’2 freshmen
guard Showana Paul.
The next home game
is Saturday, November 28, at
2:30PM against Community
College of Rhode Island.
The Lady Vikings faceoff against Union, their toughest competition, at home on
Tuesday December 15, at 6PM.
The upcoming schedule for this
season is posted on the Mercer
website.
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What it takes to survive college costs
THE WAY IT IS

Ariana Renick
Although quick Google
searches suggest there are infinite possibilities for scholarships, many students find it
harder and harder to find money for college.
Before school even
begins, undergrads are forced
to work hard. Everyone tries to
mold themselves to fit the criteria of every scholarship possible. We write a million essays
and fill out countless of applications for grants and financial
aid, then cross our fingers and
hope their favorite school and
Uncle Sam are feeling generous. Students must wait for a
letter, an email, something that
tells them they can afford to go
to school so they can breathe a
sigh of relief.
Only 47 percent of
students, on average, are being awarded federal financial
aid. The average cost per year
for tuition, fees and housing at
a four-year private college are

letter to
the editor

Let’s say a student has
a staggering $30,367! That is 5.7
percent higher than a year ago. taken out a loan, waited tables
A public two-year college aver- all summer, or become one of
ages $2,272 which is 4.1 percent 65.6 percent of students that
higher than the prewas awarded some
vious year. The
form of mon“Managing one’s
etary aid and is
numbers are rising each year for time systematically able to cover the
students and no
and efficiently will tuition. Even
then,
college
end is in sight.
ultimately lead to costs can be
Some
students
are success. However, for crushing.
Te xtb o o k
forced to work the all-too-common
prices
have
two jobs just to
working student,
tripled over the
get by. They are
left hoping that this strategy becomes past 20 years.
their schoolwork more complex when A Government
ountabildoes not suffer
they have to decide Aityc cOffice
study
from the hours
between an extra
showed
that
they have to
students at fourspend working
shift at work or
to pay for their their 8-page history year schools are
spending $900
classes.
paper...”
a year on textBrian
Kaplan, a sec- -Brian Kaplan, second year NJ books. At twoSTARS student
year colleges,
ond-year
NJ
textbook prices
STARS student
amounted to alat Mercer, when
most three-quarters
questioned about working two-jobs and handling of tuition costs. Some student
schoolwork, said “Managing end up wondering if it is even
one’s time systematically and worth it to purchase the books.
efficiently will ultimately lead Gardener’s Art Through the
to success. However, for the Ages, over 1,000 pages of art hisall-too-common working stu- tory, costs $171.50. Tack on andent, this strategy becomes other $166 for that pre-calculus
more complex when they have textbook.
Not buying the book
to decide between an extra shift
at work or their 8-page history becomes even more tempting
paper. This dilemma is a prime when prior students tell you
example of the decisions that that you won’t even crack the
working students must make cover.
“It is difficult for stueach day in order to fund their
education while continuing to dents to be money smart and
good students at the same time
excel in the classroom.”

We believe in your First Amendment rights and we
want your voice to be heard. Here is this month’s
letter to the editor:

Dear Editor,
I would like to address the faculty member who wished to remain anonymous and was quoted in the lead article entitled
“College overhauls advising system, did anyone notice?”
that ran on page one of the College VOICE on Oct. 19, 2009.
You made an ignorant and uninformed statement about the
advisors in the Student Center. Those of us who serve in the
Advisement Center under the direction of Latonya AshfordLigon were appalled by your remarks. I know we do a very
good job of advising students into programs and courses.
Rarely do we make an error!
You are supposedly an educated and learned individual.
Did you give any though to the statement which is obviously
grossly exaggerated and quite stupid?
I asked, through the College VOICE staff, that you contact me
so that we could discuss this fully. I know you were contacted.
You have not responded, but have chosen to act in a cowardly
manner. Why not come forward and back-up your statement?

especially when some professors don’t even use the book.
It causes students to waste
money and lose trust in their
professors,” says recent Mercer
graduate Kelly Wittkop. But we
all know that the books are central to getting a good education,
or at least they should be. How
do we know when to use the
reserve copy in the library and
when to shell out for the expensive textbook?
With big bills and little
income, many students try to
comfort themselves with the
knowledge that if they can survive, at least they will come out
the other end with a college
degree. However, even a degree isn’t a guarantee in today’s
world. Employers plan to hire
22 percent fewer graduates this
spring then in years past, according to a survey by the National Association of Colleges
and Employers.
With an average of
$20,000, and up to $100,000
in school loans, students are
headed out into a unforgiving
job market.
A fistful of factors contributes to such high numbers:
unaffordable tuitions, the lending environment, and a lack of
proper financial aid guidance;
close to eight million students
fail to file a FAFSA each year.
The lessons students need to be
learning in the coming semesters are ones of networking and
persistence to survive the rigors
of college expenses.

want to weigh in
on the debate?
visit the voice
online at:
mcccvoice.org

Dining 101:
Don’t eat out
if you can’t tip
By Jillian Langdon
Reporter

A lot of us are broke. Sometimes
we can scrounge up enough
money to eat out, but if you
do, make sure to scroung up
enough money to tip your waiter properly as well. If you don’t
tip between 18-20%, the server
basically just paid for your meal.
The U.S. Department
of Labor classifies servers and
waitstaff as “Tipped Employees.” In the great state of New
Jersey, tipped employees get a
whopping $2.15 minimum cash
wage per hour (much of which
goes to taxes).
As a result, the majority
of a servers pay comes from tips.
On top of that, a server probably
has to tip out a percentage of
their net sales to (at least one
of the following groups, often
all three) the busboys, the food
runners and a percentage of all
drink sales to the bartender. So
that $4 tip someone leaves on
a $50 bill is basically a slap in
their server’s face.
Of course, if your service wasn’t up to par and your
server was a genuine jerk then
I can understand the desire to
leave a bad tip, but some people don’t tip becausehe food
comes out overcooked or undercooked, a problem that isn’t
actually the server’s fault. Don’t
think you are teaching your
server a lesson by not leaving
that 18-20%.
Servers put up with a
lot. Yes, we are in the hospitality industry, and the customer is
often right, but not always. Tip
your server or risk the consequences.

Register for Spring
classes now!

Fall Session Dates:
15 Week ............................................... ........January 25 - May 17
10 Week ............................................................March 1 - May 17
5 Week ................................................. January 25 - February 26

Don’t miss out!
Talk to your faculty
advisor to find the right
classes for you!
Longing for a challenge?
Consider the
Honors Program!
If your GPA is 3.5+ and
you’ve completed 12+ credits,
contact program coordinator
Prof. Carol Bork at
borkc@mccc.edu or
609-586-4800 ext. 3890
Or drop by LA 172 for more info.

We, in the Advisement Center, invite any faculty member to
come and observe us as we advise.
John Santosuosso, Professor Emeritus
Advisor, Enrollment Services

To register for classes online visit:

https://mcccwebp.mccc.edu/FCCSC/navigate/student.jsp
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CORRECTION:
In the October 19 issue front
page article entitled “Publishers, not policies, drive text
book costs,”” by Sarina Prior
it was reported that “textbook
selection at Mercer is done
solely by the faculty, neither
the academic departments
nor the bookstore does not
has input in the selection
process.” It should have read,
“textbook selection at Mercer
is done solely by the faculty
and the academic departments. The bookstore does
not have any input in the
selection process.”

Do you see a
typo?
We are always trying
to improve our
proofreading!
If you see an error in our
spelling, punctuation or
grammar let us know!
E-mail us at

hoytdavidc@gmail.com
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Mercer’s refund policy is broken, but
 could be fixed
By Peter Cosma
Reporter

When students drop a class
after two or three class meetings, they give their money
away and get nothing in return. Mercer’s refund policy
states, “Students may apply
for a full refund for a class
through the first business day
after the initial meeting of
that class... A course dropped
anytime after refund eligibility for that course ends will
be processed as a withdrawal, with no refund of tuition
or fees”. In other words, attend one class, then drop,
or commit to staying for the
next 15 weeks.
This course refund
policy is unethical and antithetical to the college’s academic mission. It is also inconsistent with the policies
of other colleges. Students
cannot shop around for professors and sections they feel
they can do well in, and Mercer takes their money if they
can’t make a hasty, under informed, decision. The policy
can, however, be improved
by making it fairer and more
flexible.
Many colleges give
their students more time to
drop a class with a refund.
One example is Columbia
University. Last fall, Columbia students had until Sep-

tember 18, ten days after the
semester began, to receive a tuition refund for classes dropped.
Of course, Mercer isn’t
Columbia. So take, for example, Virginia Highlands Community College, whose refund
policy grants a full refund for a
semester-long class to students
who drop the class within the
first 10 days. Another example
is Pima Community College,
which gives its students 14 days
after the start of its fall semester
to drop.
Giving students a tuition refund poses obvious
problems for Mercer. “If you’ve
paid your tuition, then we give
your tuition back, of course
that’s a problem,” says Dr. Diane
Campbell, Executive Dean of
Student Affairs at Mercer.
“The reason we have
that policy is so that we can put
somebody in that seat if someone drops the class,” says Dean
Campbell. “If you have 10 [or]
11 days, it would be disruptive
to classes. We think a student
should make up their mind
as soon as possible,” says Dr.
Campbell.
Maybe giving 10 or 11
days would be bad for the college, but giving only one day is
worse for students.
Although it is true that
forcing students to drop classes
by the first day of the semester
could allow their seats to be
filled, this is only true assuming

the class has a waiting list, and
assuming there is someone on
the waiting list who still wants
to take the class, and assuming
the class fits into that person’s
schedule. On the other hand, if
there’s no waiting list, the seat
is likely to remain empty. Also,
this assumes all students who
drop will do so on the first business day after the initial meeting of that class.
That’s quite a few assumptions. Here’s a factL at
Mercer, it costs in-county students $119 per credit hour,
which means a 3 credit course
costs $357, plus fees. If a student attends two of the course’s
classes, it costs $357. If a student attends all 30 classes, it
still costs $357. In most other
cases, it would be difficult to
justify keeping 100 percent of
the fee, while providing fewer
than seven percent of the services promised.
Granted, having students constantly changing
classes wouldn’t be good for
anyone. “We cannot have students hopping around. That’s
not going to be optimal to their
success. If you have a biology or
calculus 5, you have to be there
the first day or you’re going to
be behind,” says Dr. Campbell.
What
the
policy
doesn’t take into account,
though, is that students do not,
as a rule, intentionally waste
their own time. If students drop

classes, it is because they feel it
is best for them. Also, in most
cases, a student can arrive on
the second or third day of class
and get caught up. If they can’t,
Mercer should close registration on the first day of classes.
Of course, it doesn’t.
A workable policy
would address the needs of all
parties concerned. It would encourage students to ensure that
they are correctly placed in a
class before taking their money.
The obvious solution
to the problem is extending the
deadline to drop a class with a
refund and use a system where
the refund received is proportional to the amount of the semester that has passed. This
system is used at many colleges.
For example, Macomb Community College gives students a
100 percent refund prior to the
fifth business day after the start
of the semester and a 50 percent
refund before the 10th business
day.
“All these things have
been discussed. I’m not sure
the reason we didn’t implement
such a policy,” says Dr. Campbell.
There is no way students could take advantage
of this policy. Anyone who
dropped a class would still be
wasting their own time. If the
policy was changed, it would be
fairer for everyone.

The key traits of poor professorship, the ones that undermine
the educational experience
fastest, are: being patronizing,
self-aggrandizing and impatient, and conveying indifference to student feedback
Many professors seem
to look down on their students.
When I attend a college-level
course I expect to be treated
as a college student, not as an
elementary, middle or high
school student. To some professors there may not be much difference, especially considering
some students have just graduated from high school. To the
student, however, high school
and college are miles apart and
most of us prefer it that way.
Some of these same
professors punctuate patronizing remarks with self-aggrandizing anecdotes. When used
properly, anecdotes can be a
sound pedagogical tool, helping students to make connections between new concepts
and more familiar ones. The key
is that they must be used properly. In order for an anecdote to
work, it must relate to the student.
One professor I have
uses many anecdotes, but their
key purpose seems to be to

show how cool he is. They focus
on the big shot politicians and
celebrities with whom he has
rubbed elbows, the posh events
he has attended. They never
seemed to relate back to the science we are studying.
Of course, some teachers lead very different lives from
their students and may not realize their examples are not relatable. In order to realize it, they
need to watch students’ reactions and monitor student success -- did that anecdote about
having lunch with Hillary Clinton actually cause students to
get the questions about protein
transfer correct on the exam?
Asking for feedback
(and then taking it) is another
way that professors can find
ways to increase their classroom success. This sounds easy
in theory, but the key to getting
good feedback is showing respect for students.
I have had many a professor release a loud, long sigh when a
student asks to have a concept
clarified or repeated. Those toxic sighs of impatience lead to
students being reluctant, if not
completely unwilling, to give
honest feedback.
If from the beginning,
questions and requests for

clarification are approached
with patience, students will feel
more comfortable in the classroom, participate more, and
ultimately gain more from the
professor’s lessons.
I suspect that the reason why some professors exhibit these poor teaching habits is
due, in part, to the changing nature of community colleges. The
students today are very different
than they were 20-30 years ago
(when some of our professors
started teaching).
The main goal of a
community college used to be
to merely provide an Associate’s
Degree or vocational education and teachers adjusted their
curricula accordingly. Now,
however, more and more students are using community colleges as a means of preparing
to transfer to four-year schools,
and those who were trained in
earlier eras are not adjusting to
these new expectations.
The attitude of “it’s just
community college, it’s not like
real college” is demonstrated
constantly at Mercer. I see it in
students and instructors alike.
Professors, who seek to do their
jobs well, must work to resist
falling into the “it’s just community college” mindset.

When professors patronize, education is undermined
MY VIEW

Sara Gatling
A professor’s demeanor in
the classroom can undermine a student’s ability to
learn. A number of Mercer
professors convey an attitude
of disrespect and low expectation for their students and
this leads to students tuning out and dropping out of
classes. In short, students
rapidly become demoralized
in such an atmosphere.
Many Mercer professors are excellent, and
no one expects to love every
professor they have, but the
quality of classroom instruction at the college is wildly
inconsistent, far more than
one would expect.

Editorial Policy:
The College VOICE is written and edited by students of Mercer
County Community College and published every 3 weeks under
the advisement of a faculty adviser. The material printed in The
College VOICE, be it articles, advertisements or opinion pieces,
does not necessarily represent the views of the editors, the faculty,
staff, administration or the board of trustees of Mercer County
Community College.

Write to The College VOICE!
Do you have something to say? The College VOICE accepts letters to
the editor. Submissions should be no more than 300 words; longer
submissions may be shortened. Submit materials in electronic
format, and include your name and status at Mercer (major and
year, faculty or staff position or alumnus). All materials submitted
become the property of The College VOICE, which reserves the
right to reject or edit material based on length, taste or clarity.

How to contact us:
e-mail: hoytdavidc@gmail.com
phone: (609) 586-4800 ext. 3594
write to: The College VOICE
Mercer County College
PO Box B
Trenton, NJ 08550
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JUST 4horoscopes
FUN

BONUS:
SUDOKU puzzle
on PAGE 17!

ASK THE VOICE: good answers to tough questions
Help is
here!

Dear Voice,
Security always seems
to be riding around
in golf cars, but not
really doing anything.
Is there a purpose to
this or am I missing
the location of the
greens?
-Missing Links
Dear Links,
You are correct. Mercer
is a secret stop on the
P.G.A. Bring your clubs
and keep your car off
the grass; security may
let you play a few holes.
-The Voice

_____
Dear Voice,
What would it take to
get moving walkways
- like the ones they
have at major airline
terminals- for the
walk from the parking
lot to the buildings?
-Tired of the Leg Work
Dear Tired,
Don’t worry, there’s
money in the budget
for it right after more
parking and a health
center.
-The Voice
_____
Dear Voice,
So I saw the Kelsey
Theatre production
of Equus last week
and now I can’t get
this idea out of my
head of riding naked

and bareback on a
sweaty stallion. Am I
abnormal?
- Horse Head
Dear Horsey,
No. You are not
abnormal. Many a
night we’ve lain awake
staring into the stars,
wondering why, why,
why Mr. Ed won’t call
anymore. We torture
ourselves with “I should
have done this,” and “I
could have done that.”
You are not alone.
www- The Voice
_____
NOTE: THIS FEATURE IS
FOR ENTERTAINMENT
PURPOSES ONLY. ANY
RESEMBLANCE TO
ACTUAL PROBLEMS IS
PURELY COINCIDENTAL.

THEME CROSSWORD: X FACTOR

Capricorn

Aquarius

Pisces

Aries

Dec. 22 - Jan. 19
Suddenly you have
an urge to be in the
kitchen and you may be
surprised by your inner
Julia Child. Inspiration
and creativity are yours
and everyone enjoys
tasting the results.

Jan. 20 - Feb. 18
You’re right. Nobody
is noticing the effort
you put out for them,
so it’s time to take the
hint. No more freebies!
If someone wants
something from you,
demand top dollar pay!

Feb. 19 - Mar. 20
You should get a job at
the U.N. You are able to
be unusually diplomatic
with relatives who
give you sweaters with
snowmen on them
instead of the iTunes
gift card you asked for.

Mar. 21 - Apr. 19
Holiday travel can be
tough on the nerves, but
proves to be well worth
it for you this month,
Aries. Friendships
and kinships are
strengthened as a result
of braving the traffic.

Taurus
Apr. 20 - May 20
You’ll put in a lot of
extra hours at work this
holiday season, and it
may feel like a grind,
but you’ll be laughing
all the way to the bank
come January, while
your friends are broke.

Virgo

Aug. 23 - Sept. 22
You are particularly
charming during
holiday festivities this
year. Everybody wants
your number. Be coy.
You think you can do
better, and you’re right.

Gemini

May 21 - Jun. 20
Sure, you are hot stuff,
but don’t let yourself
get cocky. Try listening
more and talking
less. You could learn
valuable lessons and
gain people’s sincere
respect simultaneously.

Libra

Sept. 23 - Oct. 22
Get ready to belly up
to the turkey, and then
get ready to hit the gym.
This may not be your
best holiday season for
will power, but you will
get the extra pounds off.

2x the Get Fuzzy and Dilbert!

64. Garden tool
65. Full range
66. Workout wear
1. Spielberg classic
68. Jingle feature
5. Bara the vamp
69. Software tryout
10. Cravat
72. -- Vista, Colo.
15. “-- La Douce”
73. Owns
19. Cinco y tres
74. Della or Pee Wee
20. Navajo dwelling
76. “... a lamp -- my
21. Miss Doone of
feet”
literature
77. Top-notch
22. Simon or Arm78. Base line?
strong
23. Pastry ingredient 80. King Cole
81. Minn. neighbor
25. Second in com82. Reagan defense
mand, perhaps
prog.
27. Short, medium
83. Attentive audience
or tall
89. Sra. Peron
28. Lots and lots
30. Television picture 90. Uncontrollable
fear
31. Bills
32. Castillo in “Miami 92. Gads about
93. Meadows of “The
Vice”
Honeymooners”
33. Pride’s home?
95. Fryer
34. Provide with
96. Red-berried shrub
clothes
97. Fleming solo
37. Realm of Juan
98. Rap-sheet info
Carlos
101. Incongruous,
38. “Decline of the
perhaps
West” author
103. So to speak
43. Investment plan
107. Rivals
44. They’ve got milk
109. Like some conse47. Memorable time
quences
48. Pen points
111. Stereo predeces50. Scull propeller
sor
51. Paris suburb
112. Apartment choice
52. Wide-eyed
53. Curly-leafed cab- 113. Sorceress of
legend
bage
114. Valhalla VIP
54. Band
115. Adam’s grandson
56. $5 portrait
116. Ancient
57. Gucci rival
117. Strict, as in dis58. Private-eye
cipline
Holmes
118. Zola heroine
60. Steve and -62. Change in Moscow
DOWN
63. Promise in court- 1. Asian idol
room oath
2. One less than neun

ACROSS

3. Command to
Dobbin
4. To some extent
5. To that
6. Sharpens
7. Protection
8. “From -- to Beersheba”: (Judges 20:1)
9. Luanda native
10. Finished
11. Gets dirty
12. Early Canadian
13. Heavy responsibility
14. Make doilies
15. Period of play at
Shea
16. Scan
17. Not yours
18. Between soprano
and tenor
24. Short coat
26. Makes equal
29. Skip over
32. Berg’s “Lulu”
33. Moist in the
morning
34. Piglet’s patter
35. Heep of “David
Copperfield”
36. Ping-pong
37. Austere
38. Mountain debris
39. Campaign strategist
40. Currency
41. Wear away
42. Indian music
45. Old West gun
markings, supposedly
46. Teenager Gillis of
‘60s TV
49. Make a saw-tooth
edge
52. “Trailing” plant
54. Barflies
55. “And so to bed”
diarist

56. Viper
57. Mountain lion
59. Pear-shaped
instrument
61. Thanksgiving
menu item
62. Classify, as movies
64. Shoulder wrap
65. Beau -66. Big hit
67. Director Allen
68. Valerie’s TV
character
69. Hits on the head
70. Barrel piece
71. Hungarian wine
75. Gore Vidal’s “The
-- Within” (2002)
78. Podiatry problem
79. -- polloi
83. Formation flyers
84. Affixes a T-shirt
decal
85. Musical loners
86. Applies bath
powder
87. NJ river
88. Hotel offering
91. i.e., translated
94. Become clear in
the mind
96. Invaders, collectively
97. Capt. Davies in
“Roots” (1977)
98. Dull pain
99. Between the ribs
and the rump
100. Data
101. Object of worship
102. Split
103. Man Friday, e.g.
104. Norse epic
105. Bridle part
106. Novelist Ferber
108. Sgt.
110. Bottom line

Cancer

Jun. 21 - Jul. 22
Your suspicion that you
have begun to spend
too much time on
the Mercer campus is
entirely founded. Make
time for a trip away,
even if just to Atlantic
City for the weekend.

Scorpio

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
Despite your desire to
be a grinch, there is
something about yule
logs and holly wreaths
that always stirs you.
Embrace the season,
Ebenezer.

Leo

Jul. 23 - Aug. 22
A modest but
meaningful gift comes
your way from an
unusual source. Take
the opportunity to
reciprocate and a
friendship may grow.

Sagittarius

Nov. 22 - Dec. 21
Watch out for
mechanical items this
month as computers,
phones and other
gadgets have a way of
breaking down on you.
Back up your work!

