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College overhauls advising system,  did anyone notice?

By Sarina Prior
Reporter
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The high cost of textbooks 
is not the result of a school 
or bookstore policy de-
signed to take advantage 
of struggling Mercer stu-
dents’ pocketbooks. Ac-
cording to a study done by 
the state Public Interest 
Research Groups (PIRGs), 
soaring textbook prices 
are a concern nationwide 
and can be traced directly 
to the practices of pub-
lishers themselves. 
 In an effort to 
keep textbooks current, 
publishers routinely gen-
erate new editions, but 
doing so limits students’ 
ability to buy used text-
books and sell their old 
textbooks back to the 
bookstore at the end of 
the semester. In the PIRG 
study, most faculty agreed 
that new editions were 
justified only “half the 
time” or less. 
 Another pub-
lisher generated issue is 
textbook bundling.  Al-

though publishers pro-
mote shrink-wrapping 
and bundling textbooks 
with CD-ROMs, work-
books and website access 
codes as a convenience to 
instructors, many of these 
products are not reusable 
and students can’t sell 
bundles back to the book-
store.
 Publishers say 
that producing and print-
ing textbooks is an ex-
pensive process, involv-
ing years of knowledge 
and expertise, and they 
note that they only make 
money when the original 
new book is sold. More-
over, while tuition at com-
munity colleges and other 
public universities is 
heavily subsidized by the 
taxpayer, textbook costs 
receive no such subsidy.
 Although many 
students believe oth-
erwise, both Mellissia 
Zanjani, Mercer’s Vice 
President for College Ad-
vancement, and Dean 
of Students, Dr. Diane 
Campbell say that text-

book selection at Mercer 
is done solely by the fac-
ulty, neither the academ-
ic departments nor the 
bookstore does not has 
input in the selection pro-
cess. 
 Follet, the com-
pany that runs the school 
bookstore makes money, 
in part, through selling 
books for more than it 
costs to purchase them 
in large quantities from 
the publishers. In this 
way, Follet is like every 
bookstore in the nation 
from Barnes & Noble to 
Borders Books. Students 
are paying for the books 
themselves and for the 
convenience of  having 
access to them in the right 
place at the right time. 

 Mercer does 
make money off of the 
bookstore, but not in the 
way that many students 
believe. The college leas-
es the bookstore space 
to Follet, but does not 
set prices for or receive 
revenue from book sales 
themselves. The revenue 
from the lease has gone 
up this year as the size of 
the space provided for the 
bookstore was increased 
during the renovation and 
building of the new one-
stop student center. (At 
the same time the square 
footage of the library was 
reduced, but the library’s 
physical and electronic 
resources were upgrad-
ed.)
 With the eco-
nomic recession deepen-
ing, more students are 
trying to find creative 
ways to cope with high 
textbook costs. The three 
most popular strategies 
are buying used books 
online, purchasing used 
textbooks through ads on 
student bulletin boards 

on campus rather than 
through the bookstore, 
and simply using reserve 
copies of the textbooks 
that instructors place in 
the library. Each of these 
methods presents ben-
efits and drawbacks.
 Although stu-
dents can often find text-
books online at cheaper 
prices than those offered 
in the school bookstore, 
the time it takes to receive 
the books and the addi-
tional shipping and han-
dling fees often cancel 
out the benefits. Further, 
Dean Diane Campbell 
cautions students pur-
chasing books online that 
they should be sure to 
verify which edition of a 
text their instructor is us-
ing before purchasing. 
 Buying and sell-
ing books through student 
advertisements avoids the 
shipping fees and delays 
associated with online 
textbook purchases, but 
the titles available are lim-

some students don’t know to find advisor using My Mercer webpage

Students at Mercer can 
now go to an assigned 
advisor for questions or 
help, rather than waiting 
in line for a random advi-
sor in the Student Center, 
which was the system un-
til last spring.  
 Although the as-
signed advisors are avail-
able to all students, not 
every student seems to be 
aware that they even have 
an advisor.  “Assigned 
advisors? What? I didn’t 
even know I had one,” 
said second year Mercer 
student Rob Alicea.
 Students can find 
out who their advisor is by 
going to the Mercer web-
site and going to the “My 
Mercer” page and logging 
in.  The name of their ad-
visor and his or her office 
will be found on this page, 
and their office hours 
can be found on the fac-
ulty contact section of the 
Mercer website.
 Liberal Arts Divi-
sion Dean Robin Schore 
says, “students can go to 
see their advisor for advice 

on what classes to take, 
life, and anything else 
they need help with.” He 
goes on to say that, “Advi-
sors are willing to speak to 
their advisees at any time 
if the students come to 
visit them.  The problem 
is that students are not 
going to see them.”
 Students who 
have met up with their ad-
visors seem to think that 
it’s much easier than wait-
ing in line in the Student 
Center.  “It would take at 
least an hour for me just 
to talk to someone about 

choosing my classes, and 
I hadn’t even decided 
which ones I wanted to 
take when I was waiting 
because I needed to talk 
to an advisor for recom-
mendations,” said second 
year Mercer student Jeff 
Radice.
 Dean Schore 
says, “It’s definitely better 
to speak with your own as-
signed advisor than an ad-
visor in the Student Cen-
ter because your advisor 
knows everything about 
your major.  It’s their ex-
pertise, and the advisors 

in the Student Center are 
great but can only tell you 
so much about your own 
major.”
 Dean Schore’s 
appraisal of the advisors 
in the student center as 
“great” is one thatw some 
faculty members say is 
generous. One faculty 
member who insisted on 
anonymity said, “The 
advisors in the Student 
Center are notorious for 
giving students wrong in-
formation. If I had a nick-
el for every time a student 
came to me with a list of 

totally incoherent and un-
transferable classes and 
said ‘but the advisors told 
me to take these!’ I could 
pay off my mortgage and 
retire tomorrow.”
 When asked to 
explain the purpose of 
advising, Dean Schore 
said “The point of advis-
ing is to point our stu-
dents in the right direc-
tion.  If a student says that 
they want to be a cop, for 
example, they might not 
know what they are really 
getting themselves into.  
If an advisor asks the stu-
dent why they want to be 
a cop, and their response 
is ‘I want to shoot people 
and beat them up,’ then 
the advisor might try and 
point the student in an-
other direction.”
 Of course there 
are some students who 
are apathetic. “I didn’t 
really care who I talked 
to about what classes to 
take, if you want me to be 
honest.  I was just trying 
to sign up for my classes 
and go on with my day,” 
said first year Mercer stu-
dent Lazerick Russell. 

Publishers, not policies, drive textbook costs

coLLeGe voice | FiLe PHoToProfessor Michael Dalton advises student David Hoyt. 
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By Aaron Bongart 
Reporter

STUDENT LIFE

By Jackie Pachuta
Senior Reporter

Mercer’s website gets a new look Want the swine flu vaccine? 
Get in line!

The H1N1 Vac-
cine is ex-
pected to be 
available to 
the pub-
lic at over 
9 0 , 0 0 0 
l o cat i o n s 
this 
fall. Ac-
cording to 
the Center 
for Disease Control  
(CDC) the vaccine will be ready 
once clinical testing is com-
plete. The government expects 
over 190 million doses to be re-
ceived before December.
 The vaccine will first 
be offered to people who are at 
the most at risk to contract the 
H1N1 flu. According to the CDC 
the first people to get the vac-
cine will be pregnant women, 
childcare and healthcare work-
ers, children under age two and 
people with compromised im-
mune systems. 

PTK FLEA MARKET
Come sell your unwanted goods, 
electronics, books, clothing etc.

      cost: $25.00 per table
      Where: MCCC West Windsor
      When: Sat. Oct. 31, 9am-1pm     
      Register at mercerptk.org 
     COntaCt: ballaRdp@MeRCeRptk.ORg 

OR dingWalld@MeRCeRptk.ORg          

PUBLIC SPEAKING
SURVIFORFEST

ever felt nervous about public speaking?
See 15 students who survived it!

  Where: MCCC quad
 When: Wed. Oct. 21 at noon     

FRee adMiSSiOn + 
FRee YUM YUMS!

DONATE TO 
WOMANSPACE
iSO asks you to donate 

canned foods.
Oct. 2-nov. 10

drop of bins in SC117

The Mercer website has been 
updated and changed recently. 
While some students say they 
like the changes, others say they 
did not even notice. 
 “I haven’t noticed any 
difference” said third year stu-
dent Brian Ward. When asked 
about how he liked the site’s 
functionality after the update 
he shrugged and said “It works 
for signing up for classes.” 
 The website has a new 
look, and the structure is differ-
ent, but it has lost none of the 
old features that allow students 
to register for new classes and 
use online libraries. 
 Some students have 
noticed the changes and taken 
time to adapt to them. “They 
moved stuff around recently, 
and it took a while to find stuff,” 
said third year student Danielle 
Atchison. She added, however, 
“it was easy to use. 
 Tim Fitzpatrick, one of 
the web developers who worked 
on the update, said, “Many 

changes were made in the new 
web site design. We wanted to 
give the site a new look and feel. 
The previous site’s home page 
was cluttered with too much 
information that was not neces-
sarily relevant to students.” 
 Fitzpatrick says the site 
has a great deal more visual and 
aesthetic elements like flash 
objects and slideshows. 
 Some students have 
noticed that there is informa-
tion that was listed on the pre-
vious version of the site that is 
now difficult to find. For ex-

ample, the link to The College 
VOICE homepage is no longer 
available and the Honors Pro-
gram is hard to find.
 According to the web 
development staff, many of the 
organizations choices were de-
termined by asking instructors 
for input as well as issuing and 
online survey for students to 
participate in.
 Online classes were 
not affected by the change and 
the method of locating them re-
mains the same. 

 Recent statistics have 
shown that 40 percent of pa-

tients treated for 
H1N1 flue are 19 

to 49 years old 
college cam-
puses have seen 

a surge in reported 
cases, but college 
students are not 
on the high prior-
ity list for the new 

H1N1 flu vaccine.
 Demand for 

the regular flu vaccine 
has been much higher than 

usual, and many people wish 
to be immunized for H1N1, 
prompting some concerns that 
there will not be enough doses 
of the new vaccine on the first 
run around. 
 The CDC states on their 
website, however, “We do not 
expect that there will be a short-
age of 2009 H1N1 vaccine, but 
availability and demand can be 
unpredictable. There is some 
possibility that initially the vac-
cine will be available in limited 
quantities.”

Tips for transfer: knowing the facts reduces the trouble

More than 35 percent of 
MCCC students will transfer 
to a university upon gradu-
ating, according to Mercer’s 
website.  Three local universi-
ties at which many graduates 
choose to continue their edu-
cation are: TCNJ, Rider, and 
Rutgers.
 In order to transfer to 
either TCNJ or Rider, you are 
required to complete the col-
leges’ application. Called the 
Common Application, it is a 
standard form that is accept-
ed at 391 colleges in 42 states.  
 On this nine page 
Common Application, you 
are asked to fill out informa-
tion about yourself and fam-
ily members.  There are also 
questions regarding your ac-
ademic history, tests you’ve 
taken (such as SAT’s), and 
activities in which you’ve 
participated.  There is a small 
writing portion at the end 
where you describe yourself 
in 150 words or less.  Finally, 
there is a short personal es-
say where you reveal why you 

want to transfer to that particu-
lar school and what your future 
goals are. Students can also 
choose to complete an optional 
activity list, in resume format.  
 Finally, there is a sup-
plement for the Common Appli-
cation is also online and must be 
filled out by all students.  It has 
questions regarding your major 
and residency status.  Finally, 
a$70 fee is required to submit 
the Common Application.
 “The Common Ap. is 
straightforward and easy to use; 
it wasn’t confusing.” said Krista 
Canavera, a Mercer student who 
transferred to TCNJ last spring.
 For students wishing 
to transfer to Rutgers, the pro-
cess is slightly different. You are 
required to complete the Un-
dergraduate Admissions Appli-
cation.  This application is ten 
pages and asks for your person-
al information, test scores, cur-
rent courses and other colleges 
you’ve attended. There is space 
to list academic achievements 
and extracurricular activities.  A 
personal statement is optional 
but recommended.  The non-
refundable fee to apply is $65.

 “I sent my application 
to Rutgers.  It wasn’t a hassle 
since they didn’t ask for much, 
just transcripts and SAT scores,” 
said Elena Stremlo, who applied 
to many schools before trans-
ferring to TCNJ last year.

PLANNiNG FoR SUcceSS :
Once you’ve decided where you 
want to apply, visit the schools’ 
websites and make a checklist 
of the things you will need to 
send in and the date by which 
they are due.  Be sure to take 
note of the application deadline 
and write it at the top of the list.
 To obtain your SAT 
scores, log on to Collegeboard.
com and from there follow the 
links to send the scores.  There 
is a fee of $9.50 to send them 
electronically.
 To send your high 
school transcripts, go to your 
high school and fill out a release 
form.  Make sure you know the 
correct address of the college’s 
admissions office.  At some high 
schools, alumni are not charged 
a fee for transcripts, but others 

ask for just a few dollars.  To 
send transcripts from Mercer, 
go to Transfer Services in SC 
104 to get the release form.  
You should pick up two forms 
so that one set of transcripts 
can be sent immediately and 
the other can be held until the 
next posting of grades at the 
end of the semester.  You will 
be charged $5 each time tran-
scripts are sent.
 If a letter of recom-
mendation is required, ask 
a professor who has had you 
recently and can assess your 
work. Participating in class, 
and doing well on assign-
ments are good ways to ensure 
that a professor will remem-
ber you when it comes time to 
ask for a strong recommenda-
tion.  Give the professor plen-
ty of time to write your letter 
and hand them the envelope 
stamped and addressed to the 
college’s admissions office, so 
the professor can fill it out and 
drop it in the mail.  
 If the college to which 
you are applying asks for a 
personal statement, be sure 
to write one even if it is op-

tional.  Most topics are about 
what you can contribute to 
the school or your reasons for 
transferring.  Make it relevant 
by putting yourself into the 
essay.  Expand on your inter-
ests but stay on topic.
 Since you know when 
you will be transferring, try to 
be involved in some of Mer-
cer’s activities, even if it is just 
for your last semester.  Pick 
activities that relate to your 
major; if you are majoring in 
television, join the TV club, 
or become part of MCTV-
26.  This way you can avoid 
submitting a half blank page 
when you list your activities.
 “I’m going to make 
sure I get involved with some 
clubs before I transfer; the 
college you apply to will want 
to know about your interests,” 
said Jerry Hahn, who plans to 
transfer next fall.
 For more informa-
tion about transferring, stop 
by Transfer Services located 
in SC 104, across from the caf-
eteria. For tips about specific 
schools visit us at mcccvoice.
org.

By Angelique Platas 
Reporter

PHoTo  | c.J. HARKeRMccc.edu has a new look.
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Mercer is now offering students 
the opportunity to study abroad 
beginning spring semester 
2010. Eligible students will be 
given the chance to take classes 
while touring Italy, or Germany 
and Switzerland.
 Classes for the Italy 
trip include Food and Culture 
(HOS115) and Architecture and 
Culture: International (ARC141). 
The Germany/Switzerland trip 
includes Global Environment of 
Business (BUS203). All courses 
are taught by Mercer faculty.
 Mercer’s study abroad 
program differs from study 
abroad programs offered at 
four-year colleges. Rather than 
being a full year or semester 
long, the Mercer study abroad 
is nine days long and is part of 
a regular semester schedule. 
Students are required to attend 
pre-trip classes and three hours 
of post-trip wrap up instruction. 
During the trip, 30 hours are 
spent on guided tours, demon-
stration and instruction. 
 According to the new 
Study Abroad page on the Mer-
cer website, the goal of the pro-
gram is to “broaden the global 
exposure of students and fac-
ulty” and to “better [prepare 

By Lisa olson 
Reporter

Mercer offers new study abroad program

By Dechele covington
Senior Reporter

coLLeGe voice | FiLe PHoTo

PHoTo  | DecHeLe coviNGToN

• One million trees 
would be saved if 
every U.S. house-
hold replaced just 
one 250-count 
package of virgin 
fiber napkins with 
100 percent recycled 
ones.

•  544,000 trees would 
be saved by replac-
ing a 70-sheet roll 
of virgin fiber paper 
towels.

• 424,000 trees would 
be spared by replac-
ing a 500-sheet roll 
of virgin fiber toilet 
paper.

• 170,000 trees would 
be saved by replac-
ing one 175-count 
box of virgin fiber 
facial tissue.

GREEN TIPS

The Roman Coliseum. 

	

FOR MORE PHOTOS FROM THE ITALIAN 

AMERICAN FESTIVAL AND PARADE,

VISIT THE VOICE ONLINE AT

 WWW.MCCCVOICE.ORG

Four year old, Timothy Mancivalano,  of Burlington County 
rides the carousel at the Italian American Festival in Mercer 

County Park on September 26, 2009. 

students] to be successful while 
advancing the principles of glo-
balization”.
 So far, six students have 
signed up for the Italy tour, and 
zero students have signed up 
for the Germany/Switzerland 
tour. The economic recession 
may play a part. The Italy tour 
costs $3,100, the Germany/
Switzerland tour, $3,350. These 
costs do not include general tu-
ition, lunches, dinners, bever-
ages with meals, or tips and gra-
tuities, as stated on the official 

program website.
 Students such as first 
year business major, Alex 
Thompson, say they would be 
interested in the program “if it 
was free, or at least was includ-
ed in tuition,” but the costs are 
prohibitive for the many stu-
dents who receive financial aid. 
 “I’m not taking more 
classes than I have to, and the 
courses offered don’t fit my 
major,” said Erica Nelson, a first 
year art major.
 Most students heard 

about the new study abroad 
program by way of mail before 
the start of fall semester. Fly-
ers were sent to each student’s 
home outlining the basic in-
formation. This flyer included 
the general itinerary, courses 
offered, faculty in charge, and 
the program’s cost. The school 
also made an official news 
announcement along with a 
WWFM radio interview with 
Andrea Lynch, the program co-
ordinator.

Source: MSNBc.com

Brought to you by Go Green club

italian Americans celebrate heritage

October is Italian American 
Heritage month and local fes-
tivities began with the Italian 
American Festival on Sept. 
25-27 in Mercer County Park. 
Though rain threatened, the 
festival attracted more than 
100,000 people over three days. 
 Red, white and green 
flags were flying, children 
laughed and screamed as they 
rode the ‘Spinning Himalaya’ 
ride and the smell of sweet Ital-
ian sausage with onions and 
green peppers filled the air. 
 The event included 
numerous carnival rides and 
games, more than 30 vendors 
selling art and Italian products 
such as olive oil and wine, and 
50 food vendors. Children were 
amazed with the petting zoo, 
the funny ‘Poppytown puppet 
show’ and fireworks that filled 
the air on Saturday night.   
 There was also live en-
tertainment, including a per-
formance by Joe Piscope, the 
Italian American singer and co-
median who starred on Satur-
day Night Live from 1980-1984.
 “I thought he was great, 
he did imitations, dancing and 
a tribute to Frank Sinatra, the 
audience were standing and 
dancing in the rain for his per-
formance,” stated John Scarpati, 
president of the Mercer County 
Italian-American Festival Asso-
ciation.
 According to Scarpati 
the festival began over 10 years 
ago with a budget of only $400.  
The very first festival had 13 

stands and it rained. 
 This year, despite the 
recession, people still came out 
to the festival.  “I don’t think the 
recession stopped people from 
coming, the rain scared more 
locals but people still came 
from all over,” said Scarpati. He 
also said that the festival brings 
families of all nationalities and 
heritages together and some of 
the money made goes to chari-
ties that help children and the 
needy.
 The festival was one of 
the events to showcase Italian 
American Heritage. Another 
was the 5th Annual Columbus 
Day Parade, which took place 
on Saturday, Oct. 10 in Hamil-
ton, NJ. The route on Notting-
ham Way near the Nottingham 
Fire company and ended at the 
Board of Education on Park Av-
enue.

 People filled the streets 
watching the band play their in-
struments.  Children sat at the 
edge of the parade route waving 
Italian flags and running to pick 
up candy that the parade par-
ticipators threw out. 
 Family members Lind-
sey Mason and her Mother-in-
law Joan Mason of Hamilton 
Square, sat on the curb with 
their blankets on their lap. 
Lindsey Mason watched her 
husband bounce their daughter 
on his shoulders.  “I thought the 
parade was nice, it never came 
down this street before, which 
was very nice,” (Maple Shade 
Street) stated Lindsey Mason.  
Joan Mason stated, “I thought 
the parade was wonderful, it 
was very intimate, came right 
down my street.  They put more 
into this parade than the Me-
morial Day parade.  It was very 
pleasant to see.”

PHoTo  | MATTHeW FReeDMAN

President of the Mercer County Italian-American Festival 
Association, John Scarpati. 
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By Peter cosma
Reporter

sports
Viking men’s soccer off to a strong start

Women’s soccer beats 
Montgomery Mustangs

The Trenton Devils finished 
second in the American Confer-
ence of the East Coast Hockey 
League with 40 wins, 25 losses 
and seven ties to make the play-
offs in the 2008-2009 season. 
They are now trying to add an-
other Kelly Cup Championship 
this season.
 In early May, general 
manager Chris Lamoriello 
named Rick Kowalsky general 
manger of the Devils. Kowalsky 
left Trenton to coach the Nor-
folk Admirals for one season 
and is now the eighth coach 
of the Devils franchise. Ac-
cording to the Devils website, 
General Manager Lamoriello 
said, “We look forward to con-
tinuing the winning tradition 
to Trenton, and developing our 
players.”  When he was a player 
for the Devils, Kowalsky was a 
member of the 2005 Kelly 
Cup Championship 
team and was the team 

captain.
 An important addition 
to the team’s roster is Matt Voke, 
of Auburn, MA, who finished 
his collegiate season with the 
Ivy League, Brown Bears. 
 There are several other 
players to keep an eye on. One 
is Tony Zancanaro of Trenton, 
MI, who has been playing for 
the team since 2006 and scored 
six goals with nine assists last 
season. Chris Poli, now in his 
third sea- son, originally 

Trenton Devils hockey team 
shoots for Kelly Cup repeat

The Mercer men’s soccer team 
earned its ninth victory of the 
season Friday, Oct. 2, with a 
2-0 win over Bryant and Strat-
ton College in an intense and 
physical night game at Mercer. 
Mohammed Conteh and Victor 
Angulo scored for the Vikings 
while Sean Duble was credited 
with the shutout in goal.
 The Vikings set the 
tempo for the game early by 
putting high pressure on Bryant 
and Stratton and forcing them 
to make mistakes. Less than 
a minute into the game, Mer-
cer had two shots on goal and 
looked poised to take an early 
lead.
 “What really helped us 
was we had a lot of pressure on 
the ball. Our front guys did a 
good job. [They] really stepped 
up and won some balls for us,” 
said head coach Charlie Inver-
so.
 Bryant and Stratton’s 
defense held firm, however, and 
kept the Vikings from scoring 
during a flurry of action in their 
own box early on. The Vikings, 
despite the pressure they were 
applying, were done in by a few 
ill-advised decisions and slop-
py ball handling which repeat-

edly killed their early offensive 
opportunities. After one errant 
pass, Inverso let his team know 
what he thought of the play, 
yelling, “Play the damn ball, 
simple!”
 A few minutes later 
the Vikings responded. Sopho-
more midfielder Ido Ligety took 
a throw in from the left side-
line and found Conteh open in 
front of the goal. Conteh leaped 
above a defender and headed 

the ball into the right side of the 
goal just past the outstretched 
arm of the opposing keeper, 
earning the Viking’s first goal of 
the game with 32:18 to play in 
the first half.
 Mercer took a 2-0 lead 
with 22:00 to play in the second 
half when sophomore midfield-
er/forward Frank Tweneboa 
received the ball at midfield 
and bent a pass between two 
defenders to sophomore de-

fender Victor Angulo, who was 
streaking down the right side 
of the field. Angulo’s shot beat 
Bryant and Stratton’s charging 
goalkeeper and found the back 
of the net just before the two 
collided. 
 The collision left Angu-
lo lying on the field for several 
minutes and he limped off with 
the help of two teammates. He 
did not return, but Vikings head 
coach, Charlie Inverso, said he 
hopes Angulo will be ready for 
the Vikings’ next game. 
 With 38:45 remain-
ing in the second half, Mercer 
freshman midfielder Niv Bern-
stein took an elbow to the face 
and went down directly in front 
of the stands, inspiring shouts 
of rage from the home crowd.
 As play continued, 
the crowd became more vocal. 
With 17:00 to play in the second 
half, Vikings’ sophomore mid-
fielder Amit Aburmad faked out 
a defender, sending him to the 
turf and prompting someone in 
the crowd to yell, “You just got 
schooled!”
 Mercer’s defense 
played a tight game, allowing 
Bryant and Stratton just two 
shots on goal. Duble did not 
have to make his first save of the 
game until 33:55 to play in the 
second half. 
 Five minutes later, #10 

of Bryant and Stratton beat 
Duble on a header, silencing the 
crowd and appearing to deal a 
critical blow to the Vikings, but 
the goal was discounted by the 
referee because the player was 
offside. After that, Mercer con-
trolled the game by keeping 
possession of the ball. 
 “I’m not always eas-
ily satisfied, but yeah, I think 
we did a good job. I don’t have 
that many complaints,” Coach 
Inverso said. He then quickly 
added, “other than I think we 
could have put them away ear-
lier and made the game simpler 
for ourselves.”
 The win against Bryant 
and Stratton brought the Vi-
kings record to 9-1 on the sea-
son, keeping them third in the 
National Junior College Athletic 
Association Division I rankings.
 “The game was intense, 
but I think we played better than 
[our opponent] and we won. 
We’re rivals with them so it’s a 
really big win,” said freshman 
midfielder/forward Moham-
med Conteh, who scored the 
Vikings’ first goal of the night.
 Vikings’ Coach Char-
lie Inverso echoed that senti-
ment following the game, say-
ing: “We’ve played [Bryant and 
Stratton] in the district final 
three times in five years, so we 
always seem to run into these 
guys. It was a good win for us.”

Mercer’s wom-
en’s soccer team 
had a 3-0 win on 
October 1 against the 
Montgomery Mustangs from 
Rockville, MD. The Vikings, 
who were ranked second in the 
NJCAA Region XIX Conference 
last year, hold a record of 8-3 for 
the 2009-2010 season following 
the Montgomery win.  
 The game started 45 
minutes late as two local high 
school games ran overtime pri-
or to the Vikings’ home event. 
In addition to the late start, the 
scoreboard was not operating 
properly for the entire first half 
of the game, causing trouble for 
both the players and fans. Be-
sides making it difficult to keep 
track of playing time for the 
soccer teams, the broken board 
made caused spectators to be 
constantly asking each other 
how much time was left and 
what the score was.
 However, the faulty 
scoreboard had no effect on the 
Vikings’ performance. Erika Ju-
ricic, who made the All-Region 
XIX First Team last season and 
serves as team captain this year, 
scored the first goal within the 
first ten minutes.

 Juricic suffered an in-
jury to her right eye 

just minutes after her 
goal. In and attempt 
to head the ball, an 
opposing Mustang 
kicked the ball into 

her face. The injury 
kept Juricic on the 

sidelines for the re-
mainder of the game. 

 Kasey Kenny, an All-
American forward, scored the 
final two goals of the night.
 “We’ve learned how 
to play with each other better,” 
said Captain Erika Juricic while 
asking what she thought of 
her teammates’ performance. 
Kasey Kenny also said that the 
team has great chemistry, which 
they are able to bring out on the 
field.  
 “Our team played well,” 
said Head Coach Jodie Ricciardi 
who’s been with the team for 
three years now. “I think Mont-
gomery only having two subs 
contributed to their play, but 
not so much to our win. I feel 
even if they had more subs we 
would have still had a really 
good chance at winning that 
game.”

a look at the roster and players to watch
played with the Brown Bears 
of the Eastern College Athletic 
Conference (ECAC) had five 
goals and one assist last sea-
son.
 The line up also in-
cludes Dan Eves of the Idaho 
Steelheads, Scott Barlett who 
played for the Middlebury Col-
lege Panthers from 2004 to 2008, 
Matt Fori of the Colgate Raiders 
and who was named “Best De-
fenseman” in his senior year, 
Dave Leaderer of the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts, and fi-
nally the goalie of the Devils is 
Charlie Effinger who was traded 
from the Gwinnett Gladiators 
and who has played fifty-two 
games and had four hundred 
and seventy-eight saves.
 The Devils lost their 
first game of the season 4-0 
to the Elmira Jackals on Oct. 9. 
Their first home games will be 
held on Oct. 17 and 18 against 
the Kalamazoo Wings at the 

Sovereign Bank Arena in 
Trenton, New Jersey. Tick-
ets are available online at 
www.trentondevils.com.

By Glenn orey
Reporter

By Alexis Hankh
Reporter
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 Mercer men’s soccer team is becoming known for their assertive 
style. 
 

PHoTo  | MATT FReeDMAN



the college

voice 5

 
10 - 19 - 09

POLICE ACADEMY

ABOVE: Recruit Chad Hopkins performs a low block 
in a training exercise with the PR-24.

LEFT:  Instructor David Kahn places recruit Chris 
Van Ness into a lock, demonstrating how to control 
a threat on the ground.

As training intensifies, some drop out, others excel

In this exercise, Police Academy Instructor Robert Smith demonstrates a hand-to-hand defensive technique
 

BY cHRiS SZAKoLcZAi

photo feature

part 2: training -- we continue the Voice photo feature, an on-going photo journalism 
project by senior staff photographer chris szakolczai, documenting the activities of the Mercer county 
police academy, which is housed on the Mccc’s west windsor campus. 

As the police academy recruits of class 04-09 continue 
their 21 weeks of training, the class starts to thin out.  
Some recruits are injured, others cannot handle the in-
tensity. By week 10, the class has lost five members and 
will loose one more in the coming weeks. The class gels 
as a team as they move into more specialized training. 
 The recruits are taught how to defend them-
selves and handle the kinds of threatening and danger-
ous situations they will face one the job. One of classic 
tools used in the most serious conflicts is the  PR-24, 
police restraining tool, known to most people simply as 
a nightstick.   
 The PR-24 has undergone few modifications 

over the years. There have been some changes to mate-
rial it is made out of and a collapsible version has been 
added, but it remains largely unchanged since it came 
into wide use at the end of the nineteenth century.  Re-
cruits are drilled thoroughly on how to defend them-
selves from all angles during an attack. 
 Recruits also learn how to defend themselves 
without the aid of the PR-24. During a typical morn-
ing session with instructor Robert Smith, the recruits 
are taught tactics for hand-to-hand situations. Many of 
the defense tactics taught can be traced to Krav Maga, 
which is described on the International Krav Maga 
Federation website as a practical and tactical system 

for overcoming violence and attacks. 
 Krav Maga was developed in Israel under re-
alistic conditions and demands. The system includes 
tactics for avoidance and prevention of violence, strate-
gies for handling throws and falls, and ways of handling 
armed and unarmed attacks. 
 The recruits eagerly anticipate going to the 
Krav Maga training studio in Hamilton which is run by 
bothers and expert instructors Able and David Kahn.  
The brothers demonstrate a number of non lethal tech-
niques for controlling threatening suspects who may 
cause harm to either the officer or other people. By the 
end of Krav Maga, the class present is the one that will 
graduate, one more student having been cut.
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derek williams

“Nah, cause I wouldn’t 
want to pay extra, 
I don’t know about 

anybody else.”

Marleys williams

“I agree with [Derek 
Williams] cause I’m 
pretty sure there are 

other clinics out there 
that people can go to.”

tyler predale

“I think it would be 
beneficial but I would 

want to know how they 
were going to control the 

costs of it.”

Jamie dow

“Yes, if students are 
willing to use it and if 
they need it, then yes I 

think it’s a great way to 
get people tested and 
[help them] be safe.”

we asked, You spoke out

do you feel Mercer should have a 
campus health center where students 

could go to get tested for sexually 
transmitted infections (sti’s), receive 
information on sexual health, and get 

contraception even if having such 
a center would be costly and might 

require a student fee or a tuition 
increase?

 Exxxotica Expo, the adult 
entertainment convention, was 
held at the Edison convention 
center on Sept. 25. Sponsored 
in part by The Harem, All Nude 
Cabaret, Club Magazine, Plea-
sure Productions and PORN-
VIDEO.COM, the convention 
was a who’s who of the adult 
entertainment industry. 
 Convention goers entered 
through a set of papered-over 
glass double doors and passed 
through a small lobby into what 
appeared to be a stewing cal-
dron of sexual fantasy and wet 
lust on the convention center 
floor. 
 Topless dancers in their 
late teens and early twenties 
bordered the entrance way, 
performing in cages and grind-
ing on poles, or lying on silk 
sheeted beds positioned beside 
the many booths and stages. 
Performers smiled coyly as men 
of all sorts slipped singles and 
fives into their garters and G-
strings. Camera flashes popped 
incessantly as thousands of 
photos were taken to create dig-
ital memories.
 Many of the women who 
were working at the convention 
refused to talk to reporters as 
their manager had threatened 
to fire anyone caught talking 
to the media. Those willing to 
be interviewed agreed to do so 
only under a veil of anonym-
ity, for fear of losing their liveli-
hood. All of those interviewed 
lived in the tri-state area and 
were models for a private com-
pany that was hired to provide 
talent for the convention.
 One girl who wasn’t afraid 
to talk said “we aren’t paid by 
the company at all” and that 
“the only money I get to keep is 
what’s stuffed into my clothing.” 
all the women willing to speak 
agreed that this was true.  
 In order to make money, 
the girls worked 8 to 12 hours 
a day, dancing on a pole or in a 
cage, and for most of them, the 
only break they got was a 20 to 
30 minute slot on a bed before 
having to go back to stand up 
dancing.

 One dancer said she pre-
ferred to work on the beds, “be-
cause men tend to give more 
[money] if they get to sit next to 
you, and because I get a chance 
to sit down for a few minutes.”
 Another complaint, voiced 
by all who were asked, was the 
number of “guests” or general 
public who had paid the $50 
entrance fee, that assumed the 
girls were prostitutes and tried 
to touch them without their 
consent. One such incident, 
witnessed by this reporter, 
ended with the gentleman be-
ing escorted off the premises by 
security.
 When asked to comment 
on the incident, security denied 
any such events had occurred, 
saying the only problems they 

had were people trying to get in 
without paying. 
 Security guards, all of whom 
refused to give their names, also 
denied any knowledge of the 
open drug use going on in the 
convention center parking lot, 
telling this reporter that “you 
must be making those things up 
because we’ve never had any 
problems like that here. Some-
times people just don’t want to 
pay, but that’s about it” he went 
on to say “why don’t you write 
that down, that we don’t have 
any problems here, and put that 
in your paper.”

We went to five local college campuses 
and asked 30 students from each to take an 
anonymous survey in which they evaluated 
their sex lives. Here are the results:

i AM SeXUALLY AcTive

i AM A viRGiN

i BeLieve i AM iN A MoNoGAMoUS ReLATioNSHiP

i MASTURBATe AT LeAST oNce A WeeK 

i WATcH AT LeAST oNe HoUR oF PoRN PeR WeeK

i AM veRY HAPPY WiTH MY SeX LiFe

i HAve HAD AT LeAST oNe STD THiS  PAST YeAR

MY ScHooL oFFeRS SeXUAL HeALTH SeRviceS

i WoULD USe SeXUAL HeALTH SeRviceS oN cAMPUS

50%

27%

30%

43%

37%

33%

33%

no

57%

At Exxxotica, sex is commerce

MeRceR                RiDeR                   TcNJ              RUTGeRS           PRiNceToN
PHoTo  | SARA GATLiNG

Sexuality as commerce raises questions about social issues and morality at Exxxotica Expo. 

Porn star interacting with fans at Exxxotica.

By Kenneth Napier
Reporter
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david loaiza

“Yeah they should have a 
center...But I don’t think 

the tuition  should go up. 
I think [Mercer] makes 

enough money already.”

carrie sharoff

“I think that would be 
great because I know a 

lot of people are... It’s just 
convenient for people 
who come here all the 

time for school.”

Jeff castera

“It depends on the 
increase. If the tuition 
goes up 300 bucks per 

person you could go to a 
clinic for 300 bucks and 
get that done for you.”

danielle steward

“We are paying for 
some things like 

insurance [and] maybe 
that can also include 

having a health or 
sexual health center.”

we asked, You spoke out

do you feel Mercer should have a 
campus health center where students 

could go to get tested for sexually 
transmitted infections (sti’s), receive 
information on sexual health, and get 

contraception even if having such 
a center would be costly and might 

require a student fee or a tuition 
increase?

57%

27%

30%

20%

13%

33%

0%

Yes

57%

46%

25%

36%

43%

36%

39%

0%

Yes

39%

55%

35%

39%

45%

26%

32%

10%

Yes

45%

43%

43%

14%

71%

36%

21%

0%

Yes

93%

XXX convention comes to Jersey
exxxotica draws 18,000 despite mayor’s attempts to make it go away

 The fourth annual 
Exxxotica Expo, an adult film 
industry trade show, took place 
at the Raritan Expo Center in 
Edison, NJ Sept. 25-27.  Both 
this year and last, Edison Mayor 
Jun Choi tried to ban the con-
vention. 
 Last year, Exxxotica 
was forced to relocate from its 
original venue in Seacaucus 
due to a  state law that prohibits 
a venue with a liquor license to 
portray pornographic material. 
This year Mayor Choi tried to 
ban the Expo by referencing a 
law that states that sexually ex-
plicit material and shows can-
not be shown within 1,000 feet 
of a school, church, hospital or 
playground. The mayor’s efforts 
were unsuccessful, as the Rari-
tan Expo Center is not located 
close to any such structures. 
 Although last year’s last 
minute venue change meant 
the Expo only had a fraction of 
the space it had planned to use, 
it still drew in more than 18,000 
people during the three days it 
took place. This year the con-
vention drew roughly the same 
size crowd, but it took up nearly 
twice the amount of space. 
 The Voice made nu-
merous attempts to contact 
Mayor Choi and his communi-
cations director, Jerry Barca, for 
comment, however, Barca’s sec-
retary said “[Mr. Barca] doesn’t 
really return calls for school 
newspapers.”
 When asked for his 
opinion on the controversy, 
70’s adult film star, Ron Jeremy 
said “the issue the mayor has is 
moral, not constitutional, and 
obviously the public likes it so 
he needs to back off.”
 The crowd at Exxxotica 
was extremely diverse and con-
sisted of men and women, cou-
ples and singles, people of ev-
ery race and age above 18.  The 
show included many different 
attractions including over 100 
adult films stars, each with his 
or her own booth to sign auto-
graphs and take pictures (often 
times charging a fee) with eager 

fans. 
 Along with the booths 
of current porn starts, Exxxotica 
also featured a line-up of “Leg-
ends of Exxotica” which con-
sisted of around 10 retired stars 
from the 1970s and 1980s.
 The convention also 
featured an all day schedule of 
different stage events. These 
included everything from 
“Manlove the hypnotist” who 
hypnotized volunteers into 
pantomiming from their chairs 
sexually explicit scenarios, to 
“Strip for Pain,” a game show in 
which contestants put through 
physical trials in order to win a 
strip tease and lap dance.
 There were also a se-
ries of seminars  and discussion 
panels on topics ranging from 
“Legal Issues of Starting and 
Growing an Adult Entertain-
ment Business” to “This Ain’t 
Inside The Porn Actor’s Studio 
XXX with Seka.” 
 Besides the seminars, 
the entertainment and auto-
graph-signing, there were nu-
merous booths set up by ven-
dors of adult novelties and XXX 
DVD’s, as well as two non-profit 
organizations.
 One of the nonprofit 
booths was distributing “Jesus 
Loves Porn Stars” books which 

explain that “Jesus loves porn 
stars just as much as he loves ev-
eryone else,” through a number 
of biblical passages and testi-
monials from ex-porn stars and 
directors, as well as sex addicts. 
The book is published by xxx-
church.com, a website which is 
based in Christian philosophy 
and provides awareness and re-
covery help for people with por-
nography addictions.
 The other nonprofit or-
ganization represented at the 
convention was the “Pink Cross 
Foundation.” The organization 
was started by former porn star 
Shelley Lubben and provides 
aspiring porn stars with educa-
tion regarding their rights, and 
how to protect themselves from 
sexually transmitted infections 
and diseases.  Pink Cross also 
provides support to people try-
ing to leave the sex industry by 
helping them write resumes, 
finds jobs and get support with 
transitioning into the main-
stream job market.

MeRceR                RiDeR                   TcNJ              RUTGeRS           PRiNceToN

PHoTo  | KeNNeTH NAPieR

PHoTo  | SARA GATLiNGA performer signing autographs at Exxxotica.

Sexuality as commerce raises questions about social issues and morality at Exxxotica Expo. 

By Sara Gatling
Reporter
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David Hoyt

want to weigh in on the debate? You can! 
log in to mcccvoice.org!

free filM screening
oct. 23 at noon

kelsey theatre
open to the general public. discussion panel to follow.

“pray the devil back to Hell” is an award winning new documentary 
film about the liberian women’s role in the peace movement.  For 15 
years liberia was gripped by civil war between the government of the 
corrupt and ruthless Charles taylor, and warlords battling to overthrow 
him. More than 200,000 people had been killed. leymah gbowee and 
her countrywomen were so desperate they decided to try and put a stop 
to the fighting. armed with only a simple white t-shirt, they took to the 
streets knowing they could well be beaten and killed. they became “the 
market women,” cajoling the fighting men and employing a tactic so old 
it was once used by the women of ancient greece: no peace, no sex. 
Film screening sponsored by nJStaRS and the College VOiCe.

Sex workers suffer from an 
overt stigmatism attached to 
their trade that causes them to 
be bereft of many rights which 
in turns allows them to be op-
pressed both from within their 
industry and from without as 
well.  With proper rights and 
legal protection these work-
ers would be far safer and live 
much better lives.
 Dubbed “sex work-
ers” by activist Carol Leigh, this 
term does not refer purely to il-
legal prostitutes but rather all 
members of the industry that 
includes strippers, dancers and 
porn stars.  The vast majority of 
sex workers are holding legal 
jobs which means they deserve 
all the same rights as you and I.
 The crusade for rights 
for sex workers began in the 
1970’s in France.  Since then it 
has grown, but real rights have 
only been attained in Europe.  
In 2005 The Declaration of the 
Rights of Sex Workers in Europe 
was enacted.  This declaration 
affirms basic rights for sex work-

ers throughout Europe from life 
and liberty to acknowledging 
that they can legally work.  They 
pay taxes on their earnings, 
just like everyone else.  There is 
nothing shocking in the decla-
ration.  Rather, denying any in-
dividual these rights would be 
shocking.  Then the question is: 
why don’t we have such a decla-
ration in America?
 The common argu-
ments are moral ones.  Those 
opposed to rights for sex work-
ers claim that they degrade the 
moral fiber of our society.  But 
this argument ignores the im-
morality of allowing women 
and children to suffer in hunger 
and poverty, not only in far away 
places, but right here at home. 
The FBI estimates that well over 
100,000 children and young 
women are forced into sexual 
trafficking here in America. The 
victims range in age from 9-19, 
with the average age being 11.
 Not granting women 
and children basic human 
rights is immoral.  Because of 
the lack of regulation protecting 
sex workers they are subject to 
vast abuses. They are routinely 
fired if they take even a single 
sick day or stay home with a 
sick child. They are not union-
ized and so have no powers 
for collective bargaining that 
would help them attain things 
like health benefits or sick days. 
As our reporter Kenneth Napier 
writes in his article about the 
Exxxotica Expo in Edison, the 

performers he talked to work 
eight to 12 hour shifts with only 
a 30 minute break. They are 
threatened with the fear of los-
ing their job if they simply talk 
to a reporter. 
 Some say poverty is the 
real issue, not morality. Poverty 
forces people, usually girls, into 
the most dangerous parts of the 
sex trade.  Women ensnared in 
sex trafficking rarely break out 
of this hellish life.  The dangers 
of this life, especially involun-
tary prostitution, make 12 hours 
of dancing seem like paradise.  
 It is believed that de-
criminalization of this trade 
would improve the lives of 
many marginalized citizens, 
particularly women. Martha 
M. Ertman, an expert on the 
subject, argues that by crimi-
nalizing prostitution it reduces 
the number of willing workers.  
In doing so it creates a market 
for illegal human trafficking in 
the sex slave trade as well as 
involuntary prostitution.  By 
decriminalizing this trade she 
argues that prostitutes in these 
destitute situations could ac-
tually obtain help from law 
enforcement and by having a 
larger supply of willing workers 
it could lower the demand of in-
voluntary prostitution.
 Anyone who says they 
are interested in doing what 
is decent and moral and right 
should feel compelled to stand 
up for the rights of marginalized 
people everywhere. 

Sex workers need broad legal protection

ited. There is no guarantee 
that a student will find some-
one trying to sell the book he 
or she needs. 
 Most instructors put 
copies of their course text-
books on reserve in the li-
brary, but students who try to 
avoid buying the books alto-
gether in order to save money 
run into other problems. They 
must make multiple trips to 
the library to read each new 
assignment, and there is 
no assurance that someone 
else won’t already be using 
the book, which means they 
must wait until the other stu-
dent’s time is up. 

 Using library re-
serves means students have 
no way to take notes in the 
book itself, something many 
instructors encourage, and 
reviewing the text before an 
exam or quiz becomes more 
challenging.
  Dean Campbell says 
that trying to read all one’s 
textbooks in the library is not 
recommended and that stu-
dents may be jeopardizing 
their success by attempting 
this. Dr. Campbell urges stu-
dents who are having trouble 
affording books to talk to 
someone in the Financial Aid 
Office or the Education Op-
portunity Fund office (located 
in the FA building) which ac-
cepts donations of used text-
books which are then avail-
able for students in need. 

Textbook prices soaring

Cont. from pg. 1

By Sarina Prior
Reporter
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Editorial Policy: How to contact us:
The College VOICE is written and edited by students of Mercer 
County Community College and published every 3 weeks under 
the advisement of a faculty adviser. The material printed in The 
College VOICE, be it articles, advertisements or opinion pieces, 
does not necessarily represent the views of the editors, the faculty, 
staff, administration or the board of trustees of Mercer County 
Community College.

 
Do you have something to say? The College VOICE accepts letters to 
the editor. Submissions should be no more than 300 words; longer 
submissions may be shortened. Submit materials in electronic 
format, and include your name and status at Mercer (major and 
year, faculty or staff position or alumnus). All materials submitted 
become the property of The College VOICE, which reserves the 
right to reject or edit material based on length, taste or clarity.

Write to The College VOICE!
e-mail: hoytdavidc@gmail.com
phone: (609) 586-4800 ext. 3594
write to:  The College VOICE
 Mercer County College
 PO Box B
 Trenton, NJ 08550
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Alex DeFazio, Layout & Web Why are we so hypocritical when it comes to porn?

Matt Williams

as i see it

Porn reduces our capacity for intimacy

CORReCtiOn:
In Sept. 21 issue front 
page article entitled 
“Students ask where 
ENG course fees are 
going” by Daisuke 
Katsumata and Dechele 
Covington, it was report-
ed that the $30 course 
fees were instated in 
2007, when, in fact, a $25 
fee was added to all ENG 
023, 024, 101 and 102 
sections in 2002. The fee 
was increased to $30 in 
2007. 

Do you see a 
typo?

We are always trying 
to improve our 
proofreading!

If you see an error in our 
spelling, punctuation or 
grammar let us know! 

E-mail us at 
hoytdavidc@gmail.com

Viewing pornography and 
explicit content can easily be-
come an addiction that can 
ruin your chances of having 
real sex with an actual hu-
man being. Though viewing 
pornography will not cause 
cancer, it can absolutely ef-
fect your love life and your 
performance in bed. 
 Twenty-five million 
Americans visit cyber-sex 
and pornographic websites 
per week, according to a 
study done by Stanford Uni-
versity.  To put that in per-
spective, nearly one-twelfth 
of the entire population of 
the United States visits porn 
on a weekly basis. Further, 
researchers at Duquesne 
University have found that 
over 200,000 Americans are 

actually addicted to pornogra-
phy and cyber-sex.
 How someone be-
comes addicted is an interest-
ing story in itself.  Chemical 
hormones released in the brain 
during stimulation create an 
overall feeling of satisfaction.  
When this stimulation is felt 
infrequently, addiction does 
not have time to set in.  How-
ever, when there is repetition 
involved, especially when it is at 
a similar time daily, addiction 
can occur.
 Many people, espe-
cially young people who have 
grown up in the era of 24-hour 
access to XXX streaming web 
content, think porn is perfectly 
harmless, and in and of itself, 
that may be true, but the habits 
and feelings it can lead to are not 
harmless and should be consid-
ered carefully, particularly for 
those who are in or hope to be 
in long term, monogamous re-
lationships. 
 One major factor that 
almost always contributes to a 
declining relationship with a 
partner is a masturbation ad-
diction which usually follows 
the pornography addiction.  
The body becomes so used to 
having an orgasm at lightning-
speed that it becomes confused 
when a slower-paced intimate 

moment arises. Watching porn 
doesn’t encourage patience, at-
tentiveness, or thoughtfulness 
for one’s partner. 
 “Most of the time por-
nography strains relationships 
because it makes the women 
feel inferior to paid models” 
says Alex DeEsterre, a psychol-
ogy major at Rutgers University.  
A lot of women feel not only in-
ferior, but unimportant when 
they learn that their partner is 
viewing triple-X content on a 
regular basis. Of course, wom-
en watch porn too, but the vast 
majority of addicts are men.
 Some people suggest 
that porn viewing may have 
benefits. “For some, pornogra-
phy is a way to avoid cheating. 
Men who don’t want to cheat 
might watch porn to escape into 
a fantasy world.  If their part-
ners are unwilling to perform 
certain sexual acts, porn can 
fulfill their desires.” But as Sul-
maan Reza, a junior at Eastern 
Illinois University points out, “I 
really think that since watching 
porn can become an addiction, 
it can somewhat blur a person’s 
expectation for their own sexual 
experience. They watch it again 
and again because that’s what 
they want their sexual relation-
ships to be and they’re not hap-
py with it.”

 Of course there are 
people who will read this and 
yell at the paper that they watch 
porn, and their partner doesn’t 
mind, or watches it with them 
and loves it too. Others will say 
they don’t watch it enough to 
get addicted. Still more may say 
they don’t have to worry, since 
they aren’t even in a relation-
ship so their porn viewing won’t 
hurt anyone. 
 I acknowledge that 
there are always exceptions, but 
by an large, porn can be more 
damaging than most young 
people realize. Partners may act 
okay with it when they really are 
not. People who only watch a 
little now, may find themselves 
addicted eventually. The person 
who watches porn and isn’t in a 
relationship may struggle when 
they do have a real partner be-
cause they assume all partners 
behave like and enjoy the things 
done in porn movies. 
 In this era of hook-ups 
and cyber sex, it may not seem 
cool to admit it, but many of us 
–both men and women-- long 
for serious, passionate, com-
mitted, and deeply intimate 
sexual relationships with loving 
partners. Porn may teach you a 
new position or two, but it will 
never teach you to become a 
good lover, one prepared for 
true intimacy. 

MY VIEW

Sara Gatling
For weeks the mayor of Edi-
son, New Jersey, Jun Choi, 
evaded my calls. His press of-
ficer finally told me the may-
or didn’t talk to student jour-
nalists, but I bet he would 
have talked to me if I’d been 
calling to report on an article 
about some new initiative of 
his or about, let’s say, a Girl 
Scouts convention. What 
he didn’t want to comment 
on was the Exxotica Expo 
which attracted an average 
of 18,000 visitors over three 
days, and generated signifi-
cant revenue for the city of 
Edison, despite an economic 
downturn. 
 The reason Choi 
didn’t want to talk almost 
certainly had to do with so-
ciety’s ambivalence toward 

sex. The Expo was a convention 
for the adult entertainment in-
dustry, and though the indus-
try is as strong as ever, the kind 
of people who may consume 
porn behind closed doors are 
frequently the same ones say-
ing they don’t want anything to 
do with it when the convention 
comes to town.
 Why are we so prudish 
about sex on the one hand and 
so eager to view it on the other? 
Frankly, I wasn’t at all surprised 
or horrified by what I saw when 
I arrived at the Exxxotica Con-
vention on Sept. 26.  The porn 
industry is little different from 
the mainstream film indus-
try. In both cases, people are 
making money with their bod-
ies. Yes, there were strippers, 
women riding a penis-shaped 
mechanical bull, and a naked 
woman painted in tiger stripes 
head to toe, but the main at-
traction, the porn stars, were 
dressed in formal looking bead-
ed dresses or jeans and t-shirts 
which is no less (and sometimes 
more) clothing than what A-list 
celebrities wear to the VMAs or 
Emmys. 
 Would the mayor have 
any problem if Quentin Taran-
tino were signing autographs 
at Edison’s Menlo Park Mall? I 
doubt it. Why is porn more con-
troversial than films containing 
gratuitous violence? Moreover, 

what is so disturbing about 
watching other people have 
sex? There are plenty of movies 
that have “pretend” sex scenes; 
there’s little difference.  Sex is 
no longer treated as a sacred act 
by the vast majority of our soci-
ety. Characters in mainstream 
prime time TV shows are con-
stantly having one-night stands 
and casual sex. Why do we ac-
cept that, but shy away from 
viewing the actual act?
 Some conservatives 
insist that pornography con-
dones unprotected sex, but that 
is simply not the case. At one 
point during an Expo discus-
sion panel, someone asked the 
porn stars if they ever refused to 
work with someone and six out 
of the eight answers consisted of 
something similar to what Jen-
na Haze said, which was, “Oh 
yeah, I’ve shown up to a bunch 
of sets where the other person’s 

test results haven’t come in yet, 
and I won’t work with anyone 
until their tests come in.” Porn 
stars, more than perhaps any-
one, realize the importance of 
practicing safe sex. 
 Vivid, one of the main 
adult film production compa-
nies requires that all of their ac-
tors wear some sort of prophy-
lactic. Just because these people 
get filmed having sex doesn’t 
make them less intelligent than 
anyone else, nor does it make 
them less human. Pornography 
is their job, and the majority of 
stars I met treated it as such, 
acting and responding no dif-
ferent than an author at a book 
signing, and often times, the 
actors were much more polite 
and approachable than many of 
mainstream actors I’ve run into 
in-passing at concerts, airports, 
or on the streets of New York 
City.

A  performer 
rests between 

acts at the 
Exxxotica Expo 

in Edisson, NJ 
on Sept. 26, 

2009.

PHoTo  | KeNNeTH NAPieR



 12

 

the college

voice 10 - 19 - 09

the college Just 4 fun

THEME CROSSWORD: REWARDS PROGRAM

help is 
here!

aSK tHe Voice: good answers to tough questions

Dear Voice,
I’ve been thinking 
that the world would 
be a better place with 
fewer people in it.  Is 
there any way I can 
pursue a career in 
super-villainy here at 
Mercer?
-Future Arch Enemy

Dear Arch Enemy,
Mercer is always 
adding new majors, 
try proposing yours.  
In the meantime we 
recommend the funeral 
service program.
-The Voice
_____

Dear Voice,
I lost my boyfriend, 
Richard, at the 
Exxxotica sexpo in 
Edison.  Do I file a 
missing person report?  
Or just find a new 
one?
-Lost Dick

Dear Lost,
Forget him – He’s gone 
over to the dark side, 
never to return.  Time to 
find a new Dick.
-The Voice
_____
Dear Voice,
My professor 
constantly brags 
about how traveled 
he is  rather than 
teaching.  What do I 
do?
- Troubled by Traveler

Dear Troubled,
Use Google to uncover 
a fact about a place he 

claims he’s been (which 
he hasn’t, not on 
Mercer pay). Ask him 
about it in class. When 
he’s stumped, you win.  
- The Voice
_____

Dear Voice,
Mercer ID’s are so 
hiddeous that I can’t 
get a date on campus. 
Help.
- Fashion Forward 

Dear Fashion,
Use a Sharpee pen 
to write your phone 
number under your 
name. You’ll get dates. 
Trust us.
-The Voice
_____
NOTE: THIS FEATURE IS 
FOR ENTERTAINMENT 
PURPOSES ONLY. ANY 
RESEMBLANCE TO 
ACTUAL PROBLEMS IS 
PURELY COINCIDENTAL.
 

capricorn
Dec. 22 - Jan. 19

horoscopes

Aquarius
Jan. 20 - Feb. 18

Pisces
 Feb. 19 - Mar. 20

Aries
 Mar. 21 - Apr. 19

Taurus
Apr. 20 - May 20

Gemini
May 21 - Jun. 20

cancer
 Jun. 21 - Jul. 22

Leo
Jul. 23 - Aug. 22

virgo
Aug. 23 - Sept. 22

Libra
Sept. 23 - Oct. 22

Scorpio
Oct. 23 - Nov. 21

Sagittarius
Nov. 22 - Dec. 21

It’s nearly mistletoe 
time and if you’re 
feeling the urge to 
smooch someone, 

be assured that that 
someone is feeling the 

urge to smooch you 
back, Capricorn. 

In the last month you 
may have been forced 
to make some really 

hard choices. Try not 
to beat yourself up for 

not being able to do 
everything you wanted 

to do. 

Don’t let people make 
fun of your unusual 

habits. So what if you 
like to make little tin foil 
hats for your goldfish? 

Your eccentricities 
will one day lead to 
monetary reward.

Peacefulness and 
joy will be yours in 

abundance this month. 
Now is a good time to 
visit with friends and 

loved ones, to take 
time preparing for the 

holidays. 

This month you have 
more will power 

than ever. Whatever 
challenge you’ve been 
facing, from quitting 

smoking to getting over 
fear of flying, now you 

can do it!

You ROCK! Seriously, 
it’s time to stop 

singing in the car and 
the shower and start 

singing in public. 
Consider karaoke. Your 
voice cheers people up. 

You may have outgrown 
the need to put on a 

costume and go trick-
or-treating, but you 

haven’t outgrown the 
need to let out your 

monstrous side. Do it, 
just do it safely!

Job got you down? 
Life starting to feel 

monotonous? Good 
news! Starting in the 
middle of this month 
the moon is shifting 

and you will find new 
opportunities abound. 

Each adventure has its 
bumps and surprises. 

You know how to 
handle them, just keep 

your head down and 
your smile on and you 
can get through them. 

An animal comes into 
your life unexpectedly 
this month. You won’t 

have to call animal 
control. This is a 

friendly creature who 
brings good fortune. 

Did a bad cold keep 
out away from your 

workout routine 
recently? Don’t worry, 
you don’t look flabby 

at all, just as HOT, HOT 
HOT as ever. Oh, and 

happy birthday!

Sometime around 
the 23 of this month, 

someone will approach 
you with what seems 
like a good offer. Be 

suspicious. Check up 
to make sure it is as it 

seems. 

AcRoSS

1. Yield as profit
6. Cryptographer’s 
forte
11. Bender
15. Dramatic conflict
19. “Is anybody 
there?”
20. Put to shame 
21. Uncommon
22. Eat
23. Start of a quip by 
comedienne Wendy 
Liebman: 4 wds.
25. Expression
27. Earthlings
28. Toweled
29. Thin coat of water-
color paint
31. Yanked
32. Relatives of gilders
34. Function
36. The Jetsons’ robot 
maid
37. Male ones
38. News flash
39. Of a coastal region
42. Daisy cousin
45. Interpretation
46. In these times
47. Wing
48. Befit
49. Transplants a 
plant
51. City in Russia
52. Woeful cry
53. Small appliance: 
2 wds.
55. Code and curse
57. High schoolers
58. “Exodus” hero
59. Jai --
60. Supermarket sign
61. Corn spike

62. Part 2 of quip: 5 
wds.
69. Visualize
70. Screen and stress
71. A law -- oneself
72. “Gold-Bug” author
73. Brand name
76. Man at a podium
77. Bad-tempered
79. Title of nobility
80. Finished
81. Door knocker
83. Jot
84. NRC predecessor
85. Like the blowfish
86. Mangel-wurzel
87. Resembling 
equines
88. Outlook
90. Old weapon
92. Young socialite, 
for short
93. Separate
94. Stared stupidly
95. Graphic material 
for publication: 2 wds.
99. Golf club
101. Squash or melon
102. Ladle
104. Roman 502
105. Design
107. End of the quip: 
4 wds.
110. Ace cousin
111. Term of enlist-
ment
112. Turn inside out
113. Belief
114. White lie
115. Poker stake
116. Premature
117. Name meaning 
“pure” 

DoWN

1. A simian, for short
2. Stratum
3. Form of “Helen”
4. Priest’s vestment
5. Antlered animal: 
2 wds.
6. Genus of dogs
7. A woodwind
8. Weedy plant
9. Curve shape
10. Word in a forecast
11. Confidence
12. Pledge
13. Table scrap
14. Stay dry, in a way
15. Slowly, in music
16. Bar mixer: 2 wds.
17. Formerly
18. Lack
24. Goes wrong
26. No longer so 
skilled
30. Tiny colonist
33. Greek letter
35. Express
36. Fair attractions
38. Rendezvous
39. The Eucharist: 
2 wds.
40. Chester -- Arthur
41. Colleen
42. State in India
43. Kama --
44. Be connected: 2 
wds.
45. Inn in the East
46. Cake
49. Lunar valley
50. Knitter’s creation
52. Gas: prefix
54. Singer -- Mercer
56. Cereal ingredient

57. Alpine lake out 
west
60. Goods: abbr.
61. Organic com-
pound
63. River in France
64. Condemn
65. Passage of water
66. Make -- -- lost 
time
67. Oafs
68. Postponement
73. Grand jete
74. Part of AMA and 
ABA: abbr.
75. Of both seaboards
76. Oust
77. Fast, sporty car
78. Daughter of 
Tantalus
80. Cultural offering
82. French cleric
85. “The rain in -- ...”
87. Nag
89. Domain
90. Foolish one
91. Farthest point
92. Name in fashion
94. Literary category
95. High-flown
96. Snake
97. -- -- Janeiro
98. Hybrid of big cats
99. Fog
100. Wall pier
101. Show displea-
sure
103. Sagan or Sand-
burg
106. Free electron
108. Peron
109. Time

BONUS:
SUDOKU puzzle 

on PAGE 13!

2X THe GeT FUZZY AND DiLBeRT!


