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No zombies allowed at Mercer
By Zachary Hendrick
Reporter

The threat of zombies has
come to Mercer. You can
load your colorful plastic Nerf guns but do not
shoot your rubber-tipped
foam darts just yet, as
something is standing in
the way of this zombie invasion.
A group of more than 50
students is attempting to
bring the growing college
campus game, Humans
vs. Zombies, to Mercer.
However, convincing the
college
administration
to allow the game to be
played remains an obstacle.
Humans vs. Zombies
(HVZ) is a large game
of tag with some modified rules, that has been
played on college campuses around the world.
Created by students Brad
Sappington and Chris
Weed of Goucher College in the fall of 2005, the
game draws some inspiration from campy zombie
apocalypse movies such
as Dawn of the Dead.
In the beginning of the
game, one person starts as
a zombie while everyone
else attempts to remain
a human by not getting
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Fine Arts major, Jarret Courtney, despite the rumors, is not a zombie.
State University, the Unitagged by the zombies bies.org.
The two main versity of Pittsburgh, and
foam Nerf darts. With
every human that gets members of the group the University of Massatagged, the zombie horde lobbying for HVZ at Mer- chusetts according to hugrows, making it crucial cer are Brian Harris and mansvszombies.org, why
that the humans work to- Derek Koeppel. Harris, is Mercer so reluctant?
a second-year Liberal
“Whether there are Nerf
gether.
The humans can Arts major, recently had a guns or other weaponry,
shoot Nerf guns or throw meeting with Dean Diane students may not particisocks to “stun” the zom- Campbell in the Depart- pate in activities that use a
bies, which makes the ment of Student Affairs. violent model,” said Dean
zombies have to sit out for The meeting did not end Campbell. “The rules of
a short period. The game well for Harris. “[Dean the game call for victim
ends after about 5 days, Campbell] said she will kills. The college campus
should not be the backusually when all humans not approve,” said Harris.
With so many drop for an activity like
get tagged and become
zombies. An explanatory other colleges around this.”
However,
one
documentary can be seen the world playing HVZ
at www.humansvszom- such as Pennsylvania lobbyist feels differently.

Pride Week
Drag Race
a success

More tuition hikes ahead
Financial crisis comes to college
of new students would
enroll to seek better job
training. They expected
Students can ex- that enrollment would
pect a 3 percent tuition increase by 4 percent
increase beginlast fiscal year.
ning in FebHowever the
“We are not
ruary 2010
goal was not
according to
reached comaggressively
Mercer Presing close this
replacing
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spring with
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statements
in the bud- an educational This,
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with the failinstitution, but ing economy,
held Tuesday
we’re at a bare has lead to a
April 21.
The
bones budget.” $575,000 loss
budget woes - Dr. Patricia Donohue of revenue for
began
last
the college.
Mercer President
year. Mercer
Following the
has consisunsuccessful
tently expected a 3 percent 2008 fiscal year, Mercer’s
increase in enrollment operations’ budget has
each semester. With the been cut back by 5 perjob market tight, Mercer’s cent. One area where this
administrators expected budget cut will be felt is
an above average amount
See TUITION page 2
By Sam Grindlinger
Reporter

By Kento Watanabe
Reporter

Dance music was blasted through home-style
speakers to accompany
the festivities as Mercer’s LGBTF (Lesbian,
Gay, Bisexual, Transgendered and Friends) club
held its first Drag Race
to kick off its Pride Week
on Monday, April 13. The
week featured numerous
LGBTF related events culminating in the Mercer
Theater students’ production of Angels in America.
For the Drag
Race, participants crossdressed in clothes supplied by the LGBTF and
raced across the quad and
back, finishing by running through a stage door
marked “closet.” The door
was to representing the

“I know that our bright
yellow and orange Nerf
guns that shoot foam
darts are just so scarylooking, but it’s harmless
fun,” says Derek Koeppel,
a third year Digital Media
Arts student. “It has been
played at many other
schools, all which had
permission from there respective Deans. But in our
case they already have a
negative view on those of
us trying to run HVZ.”
Koepple is correct that there are many
deans that have allowed
the game, but among
American college administrators, Dean Cambell
is not alone in her beliefs.
HVZ, and especially its
use of Nerf guns on campus, has become controversial since the Virginia
Tech shootings where
English Major Seung Hui
Cho killed 33 people and
himself with two semiautomatic
handguns.
Many criticize the symbolic killing and violence
of the game, leading to
bans at some colleges like
Washington State University, Morehead State
University of Kentucky,
and Butler University in
Indiana. Many other colSee ZOMBIES page 2
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Mark Naprawa and others
show their support and enthusiasm at Pride Week
coming-out process for being gay; you can also
LGBT individuals. How- come out about anything
ever, LGBTF President [you might otherwise
Kristen Sleister said that be shy or embarrassed
“you don’t have to come about]. You can come out
out about
See DRAG page 2
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Medical
marijuana
causes a
buzz in NJ
By Kento Watanabe
Reporter
On February 24, New Jersey’s
Senate approved Senate Bill
No.119 for legalizing the
uses of Cannabis for medical purposes, making New
Jersey the fourteenth state
in the nation allowing for
chronically ill residents to
use marijuana for pain and
nausea relief. The bill now
goes to the Assembly and if
approved goes to Governor
Corzine to sign into law. He
has said he will sign it if it
gets to him.
New Jersey historically has had stricter policies in drug prohibition with
far-reaching effects. According to Drug Policy Alliance,
New Jersey ranks fourteenth
among states in the number
of citizens who cannot vote
due to felony convictions.
Additionally, NJ in the past
did not allow drug users access to sterile syringes, possibly contributing to a public
health crisis. NJ has the fifth
highest number of adult HIV
cases in the nation.
The recent bill may
be a sign that politicians are
responding to NJ constituent’s shifting position. 62
percent of New Jersey voters
are more likely to vote for a
candidate supporting medical marijuana, with only 13
percent against. Addition-

STUDENT LIFE

ally, there is high support
of medical marijuana in NJ,
with 86 percent of New Jerseyans supporting it.
In a poll conducted on Mercer’s campus, 78
percent of Mercer students
said that medical marijuana
should be legalized, close to
statewide support of 86 percent. 58 percent were familiar
beforehand about the legislation, and only 19% said that
the law would benefit someone they knew, possibly because most Mercer students
are at a younger age than the
main population benefitting
from pain and nausea relief
from chronic illnesses.
When Mercer students were asked whether
legalization of medical marijuana would increase recreational use, student opinion
was split with 58 percent saying it would increase, and 42
percent saying it wouldn’t.
Adam Sirjoo, a student at
Mercer said that “[Medical
marijuana] would increase
because it would become acceptable and a social norm.”
While Mercer student Victor
Ruiz felt that making marijuana available for adults “makes
it more accessible to children
to abuse substances”, student
Ian Conley said “If [medical
marijuana] helps patients it
should be legalized.”
Supporters of the
legislation includes The New
Jersey State Nurses Association, The New Jersey Academy of Family Physicians,
The Leukemia and Lymphoma Society Southern NJ and
Northern NJ chapters and
the American Civil Liberties
Union.

PTK inducts 100+ new members
By Jessicarose Fattibene
Reporter

Outside the Kelsey Theater,
blue and gold balloons are
floating from the benches and
hand rails while colorful plastic butterflies inhabit the trees.
A proud father is straightening
his son’s tie before stepping inside to watch him be inducted
into Phi Theta Kappa, the honor
society for two year colleges.
On April 2, 2009 Mercer’s Alpha Theta Gamma chapter of Phi Theta Kappa inducted
more than 100 new members
for this Spring semester.
Dean of Liberal Arts,
Robin Schore, who has been a
faculty member at Mercer since
1973, opened the festivities. He
commented on the shift in the
public’s perception of community colleges over time noting,
“When I first came here, believe
it or not, community colleges
had a bad image… Now people
want to go to community college.”
After the new members
were inducted, Associate Professor of Music, Jim Kelly took
the stage. Kelly started off with
a home spun “updated” version
of the PTK induction by making
the inductees stand and repeat
these words, “I am not a geek.
I am a proud member of PTK.
I am an intellectual achiever.
This does not make me a nerd,
a wimp, or a social misfit… Nor
will my street cred have diminished… yo.” This was followed
by a slightly more serious, “...I
will strive to be a person of enlightenment…I am an intellectual player and a proud member of PTK… I am a player, yo.”
The mission of Phi Theta Kappa

Mercer squelches potential
zombie invasion on campus
By Zachary Hendrick
Reporter

Cont. from pg. 1
leges allow the game but refuse
to allow students to carry weapons of any kind, even bright
orange ones. According to the
Hornell Evening Tribune, Alfred University in New York
was placed on lockdown when
a female staff member thought
she witnessed a student with a
handgun. After eight hours of
lockdown it was determined
that the student was carrying a
Nerf gun and participating in an
unsanctioned game of HVZ.
Campbell’s concern with
the violence in HVZ is only one
of her issues. Another issue is
graffiti. Writing on a floor tile
upstairs of the Communications Building reads “Meet here
in case of zombie invasion.”
“Some of the floors and
bathroom walls have been defaced with zombie graffiti,” said
Campbell. “If we have a group
on campus that has repeatedly
marked the campus with its
name, why would the College
approve of a game involving

this group?”
Harris argued that one person should not be allowed to
spoil the game for the rest of the
group, and that graffiti will no
longer be an issue. “Humans
vs. Zombies will not cause anymore graffiti,” Harris said.
A further issue Campbell
brought up were the bandanas
that are integral to the core HVZ
rule set. When a human gets
tagged and becomes a zombie,
he or she is required to wear a
bandana to distinguish themselves as a zombie. “We can all
agree that bandanas and graffiti
tags are used for group identification and to mark territory in
the gang world,” said Campbell.
“We do not want to sanction behavior that patterns itself after
gangs.”
Several ideas are being considered for how the zombies
could avoid bandanas. All humans could wear a shirt with an
“H” on it, all zombies wearing a
shirt with a “Z” for example
Despite Dean Campbell’s reluctance thus far to allow HVZ
to be played at Mercer, Harris still is not giving up. “I will

come back and strengthen my
argument,” Harris said. “I will
get quotes from Deans at other
colleges that allowed (HVZ) to
be played.”
Harris, Koeppel, and the
group of students attempting to gain permission to play
HVZ think it will benefit Mercer. “Humans vs. Zombies will
help kids with an activity to do
on campus,” Harris said. “It’s a
game of bonding, cooperation,
and strategically planning.”
Harris is not alone in his beliefs. “(HVZ) allows people can
to have a good time and make
new friends,” said Brian Ward, a
third year Biology student.
Nonetheless, the college
has the final say, and Dean
Campbell does not show signs
of changing her position to favor HVZ. “[Mercer] welcomes
games and activities that promote teamwork, harmony, tolerance, and above all education
and social values,” said Campbell. “There are other games of
strategy that students can play
on campus. They need to be explored,” she adds.
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PTK outgoing officers with advisors Prof. Michael
Dalton (far left) and Prof. Karen Bearce (second from right)
is to promote high academic
and intellectual achievement
(only students with a GPA of 3.5
or higher with 12 or more credits that may be applied towards
an associate degree program
are eligible) through fellowship
within members of the society,
but also to provide leadership
and service opportunities to
benefit local communities. The
event’s other speakers focused
on the chapter’s community
service accomplishments such
as organizing Project Kick Butt,
an annual event to clean up
cigarette butts on campus; donating school supplies to the
Trenton Area Soup Kitchen and
the Paul Robeson school; and
raising funds for the Susan G.
Komen Breast Cancer Foundation.
The night came to a
close with the announcement
of the newly elected PTK officer
team. This marked the first time
in seven years that elections
were held for officer positions.
A brief ceremony where the
2008-2009 PTK President Ron
Russell symbolically handed off
the torch to the new President,
David Hoyt (also current managing editor of the VOICE) followed.
When asked what she

valued most about being in
PTK, second year Liberal Arts
major, Kaitlin Radziwinowski
said, “It looks good for transferring and on your resume.”
First-year
television
major, Tyann Sells said she accepted her invitation to join because, “It’s a nice compromise
to joining a sorority.”
Mercer doesn’t have
any sororities, and while PTK
isn’t very much like one, it does
provide students with a community on campus. Sells also
noted that PTK members can
apply for 32 million dollars
worth of scholarships (EDITOR’S NOTE: According to
the PTK International website,
“over 700 colleges and universities in the U.S., the District of
Columbia, Canada, and London
offer over $36 million in transfer
scholarships to Phi Theta Kappa
members,”) and that the society
provides connections to many
job opportunities.
Out-going President
Russell concluded the event
saying, “Phi Theta Kappa is
what you make of it, you get
exactly out of the organization
what you put in.…cherish your
time in PTK because you will
enjoy it and you will remember
it.”

By Kento Watnabe
Reporter

things,” said Mercer student Victor Ruiz, who identified himself
as a drag queen.
LGBTF Treasurer Patrick
Martin said that the Drag-Racing
event was held to help foster increased acceptance of transgendered people and to help create
a renewed sense of freedom for
coming out on campus. “The
LGBTF is about treating people
equally regardless of gender, sexuality, gender identity or anything
else; it’s about accepting people
for who they are,” said Martin.

Drag race gets students out
Cont. from pg. 1
about liking Britney Spears, if
you want.”
Drag Race participants
included a number of students
who are not members of the
LGBTF, including a number of
people who identified as straight
but thought the race sounded like
fun.
“This is a wonderful occasion for this campus to be so
open and to be willing to try new

Tuition
hikes leave with
aviation
in limbo
By Sam Grindlinger
the newest one being built
Reporter

Cont. from pg. 1
new equipment around campus. “We are not aggressively
replacing technology as we
ought to be for an educational
institution, but we’re at a bare
bones budget,” says President
Donohue.
Among the other topics
discussed at the meeting, the
aviation program’s fate remains
in limbo. The program runs at a
$400,000 loss per year. Mercer
maintains a fleet of 11 airplanes

in 1982. Maintaining and insuring the aging fleet drive up
costs. Although the program
remains in jeopardy, President
Donohue said that Mercer will
teach aviation at least until the
current students in the program
have graduated.
President
Donohue
concluded by saying that things
are not as grim as they sound.
Mercer is not planning more
layoffs, and additional funding
might be available for repairs,
programs and equipment.
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By Jay Brown
Reporter

Spring 2009 has been an exciting
season for the women in green
and gold at Mercer. As a team
their having quite a successful
campaign with a record of 315, but their not finished yet. As
the regular season comes to a
close Mercer has their eye on a
Region XIX Tournament championship. It won’t be easy, but
the lady Vikings have the talent
and perserverence to overcome
any challenge that steps in their
path.
If Mercer plans to finish first
in the Region XIX Tournament,
they are going to have to count
on the playmakers and coaching that has brought them this
far. The old rule is defense wins
championships and the Vikings
will try to make that advice a reality.
The Vikings have benefited from outstanding pitching
this season game in and game
out. Freshman Sara Thomas
is having a breakout year. She
has pitched in 116 innings and
leads all Mercer pitchers with
112 strikeouts, posting an ERA
(earned run average) of just
1.99. Thomas has made quite
an impact on the mound for the
lady Vikings this year with a record of 17-3. Jenna Berger is another freshman pitcher turning

PHOTO | JOSH SNIADACH

Team captain Daisuke Katsumata

Tennis wrap up
By David Hoyt
The College Voice
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Mercer women’s softball team vs. Sussex.
heads for the Vikings this season. Berger has appeared in 31
games, struck out 76 opposing
hitters, and has a record of 12-1.
Most impressive for the freshman is her ERA of just 1.24.
The Vikings also get it done
at the plate. As a team they are
batting average is a staggering
390. The most valuable player
with the bat for the Vikings this
year is catcher Mai’lee Paselio.
The sophomore leads the team

in hits (65), doubles (13), RBI
(66), and batting average (537).
However, it isn’t all about the
numbers. Getting hits with
runners in scoring position has
been a concern for Head coach
Ryan Zegarski. “Anybody can
get hits when there’s nobody
on base or when we’re up 6-0,
but we need to be able to get a
big hit with two outs or when
the game’s on the line, we’re a
good hitting team but we need

Baseball team aims for a repeat
By Jay Brown
Reporter

As the season comes to a close
and the Region XIX Tournament is just around the corner
the men at Mercer are thinking
only one thing: repeat. The Vikings are the defending Region
XIX champions, and while the
team has changed quite a bit
from last year, the desire to win
is higher than ever. 13 of the
19 players on the Vikings roster are freshmen, but they are
battle tested. The men in green
and gold have had a strong
season so far with a record of
23-11, but they’re not satisfied
just yet.
Chris Kubik second-year
pitcher from Allentown, New
Jersey has played an important role in helping his young
teammates adjust to Division
II baseball. “In the beginning
it was tough because a lot of
our players were younger, but
they’ve grown up quickly.” Kubik went on to say, “I stayed
on the guys, just kept encouraging them and always made
sure they kept their chins up.”
Chris Kubik is not only a leader
in the locker room, but on the
field as well. Kubik is 5-2 this
year in just 12 appearances on
the hill; he leads the team in
innings pitched with 49. The
Vikings don’t have a clear ace
on their pitching staff, but they
have a lot of young talent to
build upon for next season.
At the plate the men in
green and gold have fared well
as a team. Mercer’s starting left
fielder Chris Cox has proven to

to work on our clutch hitting.”
If the lady Vikings continue
to pitch with authority and improve upon their situational hitting, they may surprise a lot of
people with their play in the Region XIX Tournament. The ladies
in green and gold have nothing
but the highest expectation for
themselves for the tournament
in 2009, and only time will tell if
they can capture the championship.

Mercer’s men’s Tennis team finished up their 4-7 season at Regionals on April 24-25. Mercer
placed fourth out of six teams.
Mercer’s tennis team was
comprised of only six members.
“I’m the only returning player
from last year’s team that finished 5th in the nation,” says
captain Daisuke Katsumata, a
second year Liberal Arts major
“That forced everyone to step
up their game and play through
the grueling schedule without
complaining,” said Katsumata
Only one player, Brendan
Belluscio plans to return next
season. Dave Wilkes and Jason
Ciaccio are undecided. Katsumata has played two years
already and can no longer continue.

PLAYER PROFILE: Trenton Thunder # 31
James William Cooper
By DeChele Covington
Reporter

Mercer men’s baseball team vs. Salem.
be a dominant force in the Vikings’ line up. The sophomore
from Lawrence, New Jersey has
had a strong season with the
bat in his hands. He leads the
team in home runs (4), RBI (28)
and stolen bases (17). Freshman Matt Hill has had himself
an impressive inaugural campaign. The youngster tops all
Vikings with a batting average
of 378, and is tied for the team
lead in doubles (8). As impressive as Matt Hill and Chris Cox
have been for the Vikings it isn’t
always about gaudy numbers.
“It’s the little things that make
the difference, bunting, sacrifice hitting, and stealing bases
we need to get better at small
ball,” said coach Matt Wolski.
He then added, “Moving forward in the tournament and
even for next season I want the
guys to get better at the little
things because the little things
usually make the difference between a win and a loss.”
As the regular season comes
to an end the team is looking
forward to making a splash in
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the Region XIX Tournament.
Team morale is high and every
player believes they have what
it takes to bring the championship home to Mercer. Shortstop Jason Zegarski is one of
the Viking believers. “I just
think we’re coming together at
the right time, everyone seems
to be clicking and as long as we
can keep our intensity level up
we should have a successful
tournament”. Can the Mercer
Vikings repeat as Region XIX
champions? Coach Wolski
thinks so. “If we show up we’re
really good. It’s hard with a
team full of so many young
guys because they obviously
lack the experience of players
who have been there before,
but if we show up ready to play
we’re as good as anybody.”
Regardless of the outcome
of the Region XIX tournament
the future looks bright for the
Vikings, but before Mercer
looks ahead to next season
they have unfinished business
left out on the field. The only
thing left to do is win.

James William Cooper, number
31 on Trenton Thunder minor
league baseball team, grew up
with both of his parents addicted to drugs. Most of the time he
lived with his grandparents. He
remembers times falling asleep
in the bed with his father and
waking up around two in the
morning, staring at an open
window and knowing his father
was gone and he wasn’t going
to see him again for days.
Surprisingly,
when
asked who his biggest inspiration is today, Cooper names his
father, Raymond James Cooper,
who has been clean from drugs
since 1993 and has completely
turned his life around. Cooper’s
father was also a baseball player.
In his youth he was once offered
a full ride sports scholarship to
Brigham Young University and a
chance to try out for the Angels,
but he didn’t do it. The pull of the
streets was too strong for him at
that time.
By contrast, James William Cooper received and accepted a scholarship to attend
Loyola Marymount College as
a sociology major. He prides
himself in being the first person
from his family to make it to college. While talking to him in the
Trenton Thunder dugout on a
sunny spring day, he notes that
he has never been to jail, that he
doesn’t do any drugs, and that in
the next five years, he sees himself playing in the major leagues,
something several of his teammates from last year have gone

PHOTO | DECHELE COVINGTON

on to do.
“James has a passion to
play; he will be in the game for a
long time. He has something to
offer to younger guys that come
into the game. He is my security
blanket because he can play 3
positions,” said Tony Franklin,
Trenton Thunders manager.
Cooper, who is the only
African-American on the Thunder, tries to be a good role model
for kids who he feels look up to
athletes. He stresses the importance of education and points to
Barack Obama as a roll model for
African-American youth.
“James is not too serious and he likes to have fun. But
he is all about his business when
he steps on the deck. He is real
competitive. Off the field, he has
the best personality. He is a good
friend,” said Justin Snyder, number 9 player for the Thunder.
When Cooper is not
playing baseball, you can find
him listening to Snoop Dogg,
2Pac, or Jadakiss on his IPod.
Cooper would like to get married
and have children one day, but in
the meantime, he is determined
to keep moving toward his
dream of playing in the major
leagues.
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WHAT EVERY RIDER SHOULD KNOW
How to stay safe during motorcycle riding season
By Ron Russel III
Reporter

Motorcycling is a passion held
by millions of riders worldwide,
whether you want to ride for
fun, for the “cool factor,” or to
save on gas.
Bill Turkus, Chairman of the
Board of Rider Education of
New Jersey Inc., the oldest nonprofit focusing on motorcycle
rider training and safety (not affiliated with Rider University),
echoes these views. “It is fun
to ride…because you control
your own destiny… [and] motorcycles are definitely a more
economical method of travel,”
says Turkus.
Chemistry major Scott Pecaric, a second-year motorcycle
rider, acknowledges the joy of
motorcycling but mentions that
if you plan to take up this hob-
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by, your first concern should be
safety. “Riding is easy, predicting and avoiding trouble is the
challenge,” says Pecaric.
According to a two-year
crash study published in 1981
by Dr. Hugh H. Hurt of the University of Southern California
(the so-called “Hurt Report”),
“…Students comprise [the highest statistic of ]… accident-involved motorcycle riders” and
that most of these were “between the ages of 16 and 24.” In
addition, “more than half of the
accident-involved [riders] had
less than 5 months experience
on the motorcycle.”
“I do accident scene investigations,” says Turkus, “and I
see more accidents where cars
were… [at fault because of ]
aggressive driving or driving
down the middle of a two-lane
beat the heat
Cover all exposed skin to
reduce dehydration and apply
lots of sunscreen to face and
back of neck. Drink lots of
fluids and break long rides
into segments.

know your tires
New tires must be broken in,
which takes 50-100 miles of
slower riding. Bike tires wear
out much sooner than car tires
and you will get about twice the
mileage from a front tire as you
will for the rear. Some sellers
sell tires in sets of three for
this reason. Be aware that cold
tires get less traction than warm
ones and therefore need time to
warm up. Finally, never use oily
cleaners such as Armor All on
bike tires.

road. I even saw one where a
car forced a motorcycle into a
tree. Most motorcycle accidents
are from bad [car] drivers,” says
Turkus. “[Drivers] have become
careless. They’re texting and on
cell phones…they have their
windows up and are playing
loud music…and their mind is
not 100 percent on their driving.” This is different from motorcycle riders, states Turkus
because, “…they can put 100
percent into their riding. For
the most part, [motorcyclists]
don’t pay attention to their cell
phone or text messages, but to
their riding.”
Unfortunately, in an accident
between a car and a motorcycle,
the car usually wins.
According to the Motorcycle
Safety Foundation, “… statistics do not tell the whole story
speed stabilizes the bike
It’s a fact. Remember: press
left, lean left, go left.

of motorcycle safety. Motorcyclists - as well as bicyclists
and pedestrians -- are more
vulnerable than other roadway
users to injury in traffic collisions since they don’t have the
advantage of being cocooned
within 3,000 pounds of steel.
That’s why the Motorcycle Safety Foundation strongly encourages motorcyclists to minimize
the risk by riding responsibly,
wearing protective gear, [and]
taking a hands-on rider training
course.”
The Hurt Report states “…92
percent of riders involved in
accidents were self-taught or
learned from family or friends.”
Confirming this, Turkus added, “The Department Highway
Safety did a study on motorcycle fatalities last year. They
traced five fatalities over the last
know your limits

Start on smaller bikes and work
your way up. If you don’t feel
confident on roadways, stick to
parking lots for a while. Choose
all routes carefully to
avoid construction
and rush hour
traffic. Take
a safety
course.

all tips courtesy of www.renj.com

three years of people who had
taken [a hands-on motorcycle
class out of a total of ] 300+ people who were self taught,” says
Turkus.
Many of these injuries could
have been mitigated by taking
a hands-on training course,
like the ones offered by Rider
Education of New Jersey Inc.
“Motorcycle rider training experience reduces accident
involvement…” says the Hurt
Report,”…and is related to [reducing] injuries in the event of
[an] accident.” In the two years
since he took the Basic Rider
Course with Rider Education of
New Jersey, Inc, Pecaric has had
“no crashes, knock on wood.”
To ensure each rider has the
maximum amount of enjoyment as well as safety, the Motorcycle Safety Foundation recommends the following to all
motorcyclists:
•
•
•
•
•

Obtain training in a hands-on motorcycle course
Purchase and wear motorcycle
gear for protection
Always be sober when riding
Always ride within your ability
level
Make motorcycling a lifelong
learning process

An additional recommendation by experienced motorcyclists is to make sure that your
bike is mechanically in good
working order. Pecaric says that
he checks the “tires, brakes,
throttle, and clutch” before
each ride, while others have
even more extensive checklists
including signals, lights, mirrors, fluids, and wheels. This is
all part of a continuous motorcycling education.
Turkus agrees. “[Motorcycle]
riding is a continual learning ex-

Clubloose drifters tear up raceway Register for Fall

classes now!

Fall Session Dates:
15 Week ............................................... August 31 - December 16
10 Week ............................................September 9 - December 16
5 Week ................................................. October 6 - December 16

Don’t miss out!
Talk to your faculty
advisor to find the right
classes for you!

Clubloose driver burns rubber.
By Chris Szakolczai
Reporter

Fast cars, burning rubber, and
going sideways. If this sounds
like your type of event, then
Clubloose is your type of group.
The members of Clubloose drift their cars while racing, a style thought to have originated in Japan. The practice
involves pushing the car to lose
control yet maintain the slide
through each turn. By utilizing

PHOTO | CHRIS SZAKOLCZAI

rear wheel drive cars, drifters
are able to slide through turns
and maintain control when
most would panic. Created in
the early 1970’s, drifting has
evolved from an unaccepted
practice to a world wide obsession.
Professional drift organizations such as Formula D
have been created, along with
countless groups such as Clubloose. The group holds at least

six events per season, provides
opportunities for newer drifters
to move up, and also hosts gokart races.
Clubloose events are
held at Englishtown Raceway
Park in Englishtown, NJ, about
45 minutes north-east of Mercer. All events can be viewed
by the general public for a fee
of five dollars or less. The next
Clubloose event will be held on
May 30 and 31.

Longing for a challenge?
Consider the
Honors Program!
If your GPA is 3.5+ and
you’ve completed 12+ credits,
contact program coordinator
Prof. Carol Bork at
borkc@mccc.edu or
609-586-4800 ext. 3890
Or drop by LA 172 for more info.

To register for classes online visit:

https://mcccwebp.mccc.edu/FCCSC/navigate/student.jsp
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Green cars featured
at 2009 auto show
By Chris Szakolczai
Reporter

With the absence of companies such as Ferrari and Lamborghini
due to poor economic conditions, the 2009 New York International
Auto show opened its doors to the general public on April 10.
The auto show, which has a tradition of introducing the cars of
the future, did just that. With gas prices rising around the world
and global warming constantly in debate, auto makers have decided to shift their focus to more fuel efficient and alternative fuel
vehicles.
General Motors led the way with the Chevrolet Volt, an electronically powered automobile
that can travel up to 40 miles
on a single charge. According
to the spokeswoman at the GM
booth, “on average, Americans
only travel 40 miles to work”.
Once the battery is exhausted, a small gasoline engine
will take over and recharge the
battery, similar to the technology which can be found in current hybrid engines. But there
are concerns with the Chevrolet Volt, including the price of
the vehicle which has been rumored to start at 30,000 dollars.
A price tag this high would likely
push some buyers to look at other manufactures such as Honda
and Toyota who have a more
favorable consumer reputation
for quality and price.
Other alternative fuel vehicles
included an exotic from automotive manufacturer Fisker. Henrik
Fisker, Owner, CEO, and chief
designer of Fisker Automotive,
worked as a designer for Aston
Martin and started his own line
of high-end luxury sports cars.
He introduced a plug-in hybrid
known as the “Karma” at this
year’s auto show. The Karma
would be the first plug-in electric in the exotic car market. The
car looks like something out of a
James Bond movie and sports a
hefty 87,000 dollar price tag.
Breaking the green theme
of the show were companies
such as Porsche whose newest creations were not hybrids.
The newest Porsche GT3 has
the typical Porsche body style
paired with the company’s usual
determination to wring as much
horsepower as possible out of
the traditional engine design.
The current GT3 is rumored to
have 440 horsepower from a
naturally aspirated 3.8 liter flat
six engine, making it one of the fastest production Porsche’s ever.
Mercedes Benz unveiled the SL65 AMG Black Series, an automobile fitted with a hand built V12 bi turbo (twin turbo) setup.
The car now makes 660 horsepower as compared to the 600 horsepower from the older V12. The car is outfitted with all the typical
go fast goodies, including a rear mounted spoiler which rises as
speed increases, 6 piston front calipers, and of course the twin turbos. The one drawback of the car is the transmission which only
comes in an automatic option. But for 100,000 dollars buyers can
have the manual transmission out of a Pagani Zonda installed into
their Mercedes, as the Zonda uses the same V12 Mercedes Benz
engine.
The glittering lights of the 2009 New York International Auto
Show provided a moment of optimism for the otherwise blighted
auto industry. But a true rebound, particularly for US automakers,
may be as easy to come by as the Fisker Karma would be for Joe the
Plumber.

ALL PHOTOS | CHRIS SZAKOLCZAI

Top: a fire red Porsche
GT3. Next: Fans of
all ages line up to see
what this years NYIAS
has to offer.
Left: The Astin Martin
inspired Fisker
Karma.
Right: GM’s new
“green” Chevy Volt.
Bottom: Mercedes
SL65.
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Students give edgy performances in Angels in America
By Kento Watanabe
Reporter

Angels in America: Part I was
produced by the Mercer Drama
Department, directed by Jody

Person and supported by the
LGBTF (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender and Friends) club.
Angels in America looks at the
lives of a gay couple coping with
one partner having contract-

ed AIDS, and a straight couple
whose relationship is strained
by one partner’s prescription
drug abuse and suspicions of
the other partner’s sexual infidelity. It is a dynamic play with

dramatic love scenes and sorrowful, emotional tensions.
The storyline brings to
life the different perspectives
of the conditions of living as an
LGBT person as well as the different ways people cope with it.
It demonstrates how there are
individuals afraid to express
their sexuality due to the hatred
of society and its cruelty.
In the play, Louis Ironson (played by Patrick Martin),
lover of Prior Walter (played
by Alejandro Hernandez Maldonado) is afraid to express his
sexuality due to fear of not being accepted by his family so he
hide his lover affair behind close
doors.
This heart-wrenching
situation is not uncommon
among the LGBT community
and is a situation that many can
relate to.
Another factor of the
allure of Angels is the edgy performances given by the actors
who bring their characters to
life. One character, Roy Cohn,
a conservative lawyer, feels that
the only people who are affected by AIDS are either homosexuals or drug dealers. When he
himself goes to the doctors and
is told that he is HIV positive,
instead of telling everyone the
truth of his condition, he goes
around telling those close to
him that he suffers from colon

cancer.
Particularly outstanding was Alejandro Maldonado’s
performance of Prior Walter,
playing a difficult role of a previous drag queen suffering from
a relationship undergoing destruction due to his contraction
of AIDS. His acting hit several
notes; he had great comic timing, while also being human
enough to be realistic in an role
that could come off as being
merely campy.
The play renewed hope
for viewers dealing with the
complex issues of sexuality and
encouraged viewers to become
more comfortable in their own
skin.
The play has twists and
turns which make it interesting
and compelling. The compelling plot was well-acted by a
hard-working student cast and
faculty director Jody Person.
For the most part the play has
been well-received.
“While a lot of people enjoyed the performance,
the more conservative people
weren’t thrilled,” says secondyear student Brian Edgeworth.
The edgy content sent some
older audience members packing at intermission, but younger
viewers enjoy the performance
and were not troubled by the
material.

PHOTO | MIKE KAY

John Grewen as Roy Cohn with Keegan McDonald as Joe Pit.

PHOTO | MIKE KAY

Keegan McDonald as Joe Pitt and Patrick Martin as Louis Ironson share an intimate moment.

PHOTO | MIKE KAY

Above: Alejandro Hernandez as Prior Walter and Kelsey Baker as Harper Pitt. Right: Alejandro
Hernandez.

PHOTO | MIKE KAY
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Vanessa Daou provides inspiration at Mercer

Celebrity

Scoop

By Mabel Duran-Sanchez
Senior Reporter

On Friday, March 27, from
12:30pm to 2:30pm, at Mercer
County Community College’s
Studio Theatre (CM 122), Vanessa Daou opened her heart
and soul to Mercer faculty, students, and beyond.
Daou, a well known recording artist, singer songwriter, poet, and visual artist, answered some questions about
both her personal life and her
life as a recording artist. “I never
wanted to be a recording artist, I
just wanted to be an artist,” said
Daou about her life journey.
She explained that singing simply found her and that was how
her singing career started.
“Growing up I was surrounded by music and water,”
Daou said about her home, the
U.S. Virgin Islands. She noted Prof. Alex DeFazio and singer-songwriter Vanessa Daou.
that part of her inspiration as an
artist comes from the beautiful write an album solely related to thing does not work out in one
imagery from the Virgin Islands. Jong’s writings. Daou’s album field, she always has something
Daou came to the United States “Zipless” is a concentrated ver- else to fall back on. She said she
to pursue her college education sion of Jong’s message; empow- especially enjoys combining her
as a Visual Arts and Art History erment for women.
music with visuals because that
major. She began her studies at
Daou, described how way it all becomes alive.
Vassar College in New York but being an interdisciplinary artWhen asked if sex aplater transferred to Barnard Col- ist has both its advantages and peal was an important factor in
lege at Columbia University.
disadvantages. “There are more her career Daou answered, “sex
Daou grew up reading advantages,” she added. Never- appeal cannot be underestimatErica Jong, and as a poet and theless, she said it can become ed, nor overestimated.” She said
feminist herself, became very very difficult because of dif- that for her, offers with comproinspired by Jong’s book “Fear ferent perspectives that arise mises do come, that in fact they
of Flying.” Daou decided to within her. However, if some- are inevitable. “There is always

DR. GREY IS PREGNANT
Ellen Pompeo, 39, star
of NBC’s
“Grey’s
Anatomy”
is pregnant.
She and her
husband,
Chris Ivery were married
in 2007 by Mayor Michael
Bloomberg of NYC. Pompeo
has been spotted buying baby
products around LA.

KATE HUDSON TURNS 30

PHOTO | MIKE KAY

an undercurrent or overcurrent
of sexuality for both men and
women,” Daou explained.
She encouraged the artists in
the audience to fight for their
dreams regardless of the obstacles that they may encounter.
Daou concluded by giving the
audience some advice on how
to become great artists: “Just be
yourselves, find your voice and
dare to use it… Find what you
are unique at… And don’t rely
just on inspiration.”

Acting makes spartan Hamlet a success at Lantern Theater
By Denise Nosko
Reporter

While the avant garde production
should be seen only by fans of Shakespeare’s
work, The Lantern Theater of Philadelphia’s production of “Hamlet” will not disappoint fans of
the bard. The show uses a sparse stage, minimal
props, and modern style costumes. As a result,
the viewer must rely on the text and the acting to
convey all the meaning.
Hamlet is the longest Shakespearean play,
however, with powerfully performed monologues the actors kept the audience enthralled
until the final act.
The directing focused on the actor as the center of the production, and the mostly older audience seemed to build an obvious relationship
with each character. It is difficult to ascertain
which actor was the most captivating, as they all
portrayed the characters with believable mannerisms and emotions.
Many of the actors have performed Shakespeare in Philadelphia before, including Geoff Sobelle and Melissa Dunphy, two
of the play’s most compelling actors. Sobelle, who plays Hamlet,
has performed in productions of As You Like It, as well as Twelfth
Night. Dunphy, who plays Ophelia, has performed in Romeo and
Juliet, Macbeth, The Winter’s Tale, The Tempest, Henry IV, and
King Lear.
One notable scene that stands out as exceptionally strong and
gripping is Hamlet’s first interaction with Ophelia. In the scene,
Sobelle and Dunphy emanate tension and all of Shakespeare’s
more subtle, unspoken details of the play.
Sobelle speaks his lines as if he is thinking them for the first time.
He manages to use the only piece of scenery, some scaffolding, effectively. When feigning his insanity, he climbs and leaps off the
scaffolding in a manner that certainly conveys Hamlet’s struggle
with his inner demons.
The chemistry between the actors makes the play believable,
but it is the connection with the audience that makes it remarkable. Further, the actors seem to enjoy giving the performance,
making the audience enjoy watching it even more.
Some in the audience criticized the production for being too
modern. “How come they had a gun? Isn’t that a little too modern
to have a pistol in Hamlet?” asked Krystal Hunt, an Argosy University junior and Psychology major.
Richard Grande, a Pennsylvania State University English pro-

Kate Hudson’s mom,
Goldie
Hawn, threw
her a thirtieth birthday
bash . Hudson’s
on-again-off-again boyfriend, Owen Wilson, wasn’t
in attendance, but other stars
were. Justin Timberlake is
said to have been doing the
electric slide on the dance
floor.

TIMBERLAKE MOUNTS BEIL

At a Lakers basketball game
on April 21, Justin Timberlake
hammed it up for the Staples
Center JumboTron by whipping
off his glasses, then kissing and
mounting his date, Jessica Beil.
Beil laughed off the tomfoolery.

FRED DURST ENGAGED
Limp Bizkit
frontman,
Fred Durst,
is now
engaged to
Esther
Nazarov according to his own
posts on Twitter. Durst and the
rest of the band are reuniting
for a summer tour, but he plans
to marry in July.

JACKMAN SAYS GAY OK

PHOTOS | JEFFREY STOCKBRIDGE

Geoff Sobelle as Hamlet with the cast during the ghost watch.
Above: Tim Moyer as Polonius and Geoff Sobelle as Hamlet.
fessor both defended the modern interpretation and agreed with
Hunt, saying that The Lantern Theater’s Hamlet is “not the first
production to do that, [but] Hamlet should stay with swords and
daggers.” Performances of Hamlet continue at The Lantern Theater
through May 10. Tickets are priced from $20-$35 and can be bought
online at www.lanterntheater.org.

Actor
Hugh
Jackman
is
constantly being asked if he’s
gay. Jackman told PARADE
magazine, “I’d be happy to go
and deny it, because I’m not,
but by denying it, I’m saying
there is something shameful
about it, and there isn’t anything
shameful. The questions about
sexuality I find more here in
America than anywhere else,
because it’s a big hang-up and
defines what people think about
themselves and others. It’s not a
big issue in Australia.”

IN THE SPOTLIGH
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What’s your Gra

To determine you GP or “Graduation Profile” read each question

Life after Mercer: A grad’s view
By David Hoyt
Reporter

Mercer graduate Laura Christiansen’s advice for Mercer
Students aiming to transfer is:
“Reach. Apply to schools you
don’t think you can get into, apply to schools you don’t think
you can afford because you
don’t know what they can offer
you.”
Christiansen started at
Mercer with a single summer
course in 2005. Working for 7
semesters (including summer

semesters), she was not always a
full-time student and occasionally took breaks between semesters. She graduated Mercer last
year in the spring of ’08 with an
Associate’s degree in Education
and gained a full-ride scholarship to Mount Holyoke, a highly
prestigious women’s college in
Massachusetts.
Christiansen explains “I
didn’t really participate in the
transfer process at Mercer,”
Without using the transfer
services for help, Laura Christiansen says she relied heavily
on her professors that knew her

for help. “Definitely talk to your
professors…ones you have a relationship with. …they know a
lot about these schools. They
all have to have at least a Master’s so they’ve been to at least
2 schools.” In addition, she says
that our professors observe how
we respond in an academic environment and that offers them
unique insight when it comes to
helping you choose a college to
transfer to. “A professor…who
can see you from a different
perspective and see where you
may fit in” really helps the process, Christiansen says.

HOW TO GRADUATE IN 2 YEARS

10 tips from Copy Editor Caroline Fling (who did it herself!)
STEP 1

Get as much outside funding as
possible. The small scholarships
online are a great place to start.
There’s always going to be someone out there ready to hand you
$50-$5,000 for any silly reason.
Write that essay about why your
family chooses to have an evergreen Christmas tree instead of
an artificial one, send it in, you
never know. Submit as many of
them as you can mentally handle
in one weekend.

STEP 2

STEP 3

Have a plan. Many students come
to Mercer after high school because they don’t know what to
do with their lives. That is okay! A
great solution to that problem is
a Liberal Arts major if your main
goal is to transfer to a four-year
university. In the two years of taking all kinds of classes, you will
probably find something you’d
be passionate about.

Fill your schedule. Taking two or
three classes per semester is NOT
going to cut it if your goal is to
graduate quickly. Take four to five
classes per semester. Seems like
an overload? Make your classes
seem relevant to each other. For
example: take your Philosophy
class with your Political Science.
It’s guaranteed to cover similar
topics and you’ll be able to crosscontribute your knowledge.

a.) Statement of Intent: apprentice hobbit seeking full-time
fellowship position to destroy
the ring of power in the fires of
Mordor.
b.) 5 pages of honors
c.) 8 colleges, 12 occupations,
13 internships, and a partridge
in a pear tree.
d.) Resume? I don’t speak
Chinese...

How much time do you spend at
Mercer?
a.) I stop by my classes when
attendance is taken then magically disappear and find better
things to do.
b.) I have on-campus housing.
c.) I’m only here when I have
to be here.
d.) Time is an illusion.

What clique do you belong to at
Mercer?
a.) “I would belong if I had
robot ears.”
b.) I don’t have friends, only
future associates.
c.) Anyone who comes to the
designated smoking areas is no
stranger to me.
d.) I know everyone.

What are your extracurriculars?
a.) Hackie-sack
b.) I’m president of Phi Theta
Delta Kappa Gamma Epislon
Omega Lambda Chapter of
Sigma Beta Chi Zeta
c.) I stopped going after the
first meeting.
d.) Extracurriculars are what
I specialize in- whether in
school or not.

What is your favorite subject at
Mercer?
a.) 3-D Modeling
b.) Honors Feminist Literature
of the 19th Century
c.) Photography
d) Spelling?

What does your resume consist
of?

What music do you l
a.) Sublime
b.) Ludwig Van
c.) Things you haven
d.) Whatever is play
Student Center

Limit your extracurriculars. Getting
involved on campus is a good way
to make Mercer more enjoyable,
but limit yourself to ONE extracurricular (two at the most!) that
you really care about, or you will
be over-extended. (If you happen
to be looking for a good one that
will build your resume and help
you make friends, working for the
College VOICE can’t be beat).

By Tricia Bitetto
Reporter

Eva Surany

Susana Sanchez

Caroline Fling

Hometown: Hamilton, NJ
Major: Liberal Arts
If I was an ice cream flavor I’d be: Rocky Road
Super Power Desired: Teleportation
Greatest Accomplishment: Graduating Mercer in
two years
Current goal: Studying history and education
About Mercer: “Not all professors are created
equal.”
About the VOICE: “These are great people to work
with.”

Relationship status?
a.) Lara Croft is my
b.) I’m waiting for C
c.) I’m not sure wha
sider ourselves thes
d.) I’m only a booty

STEP 5

Two words: Sacrifice Summer. Just
one summer, that’s all. Take two
or three easy classes (during
the morning) during the summer between years one and two.
Of course, it will seem like you
didn’t actually have a summer
between class and work (yes, I
know you’ll be working, and I
was too!), so this will be the ultimate test of your perseverance.
Summer classes are the only way
to your goal.

Layout & Design

Copy Editor

Editor-in-Chief

Hometown: Cartago, Costa Rica
Major: Liberal Arts
Theme Song: “La vida es un carnival” by Celia Cruz.
Super Power Desired: Ability to fly
If I was an ice cream flavor I’d be: Chocolate with
nuts
Career goal: A job she loves that helps others
Quote: “The most important thing I was taught at
Mercer has been to push myself, to challenge myself
to get out if my comfort zone and explore new ways of
thinking.”

Where do you live?
a.) In the matrix.
b.) The Honors loun
c.) I take refuge in m
studio apartment.
d.) I hang my hat so
different each day.

1. A typical major requires that a student take 15 college level credits (nonremedial) a semester in addition to adding their HPE course to the workload
of any semester.
2. If you are undecided you should go into a Liberal Arts degree. It replicates
general education and those credits can apply to a more specialized major
later. The reverse of that is not always true.
3. It is key that students work with their advisor, take the right courses for
their major and check those courses with the colleges they are interested in.

STEP 4

Rowan University

What’s your personal
like?
a.) Can you believe
day hair?
b.) I’m the reason th
replaced the soap d
in the ES building m
bathroom.
c.) I shower every d
always forget to was
thing…
d.) Two words: Aqu

Top 6 Transfer Tips

The VOICE says farewell and congrats to her graduating staffers!

Hampshire College

What do you wear to school?
a.) Whetever I find at Red,
White, & Blue
b.) Abercrombie
c.) I spend three hours putting
together the masterpiece each

day.
d.) Whatever I woke

University of the Arts
Hometown: Plainsboro, NJ
Major: Illustration
Theme song: Thriller
If I was an ice cream flavor I’d be: Green mint
chip (it has to be green though, that’s important).
Super Power Desired: Shape shifting
Greatest Accomplishment: Graduating in to all
four schools I applied to this year
Career goal: Own my own business
About the VOICE: “This paper is killer!”

Chris Szakolczai

PHOTO | COURTNEY DUHRING

Laura Christianten: then and now.

How many classes do you take
each semester?
a.) I sign up for three but end
up dropping two and barely
pass the one left.
b.) I take 5-6 classes each
semester, including summer
sessions, and ace all of them.
c.) I take around three and pass
them.
d.) What classes?

Rutg

Hometown: Budapest, H
Major: Liberal Arts
Greatest Accomplishme
Career goal: Professiona
Would like to have dinn
Megan Fox, Matt Damon
“That’s gonna be an awk
About the VOICE: “I’ve m
About Mercer: “Ask for s
making decisions about y
Mercer.”

HT: GRADUATION

hey finally
dispenser
men’s

By Amber Zahn
Reporter

If you chose mostly “c” your profile
is consistent with the DROP OUT.
So you went to a University straight
The Results:
day, but I
out of high school, but you were not
If
you
mostly
chose
“a”
your
GP
sh someshows you are quite THE SLACKER. ready financially or emotionally, and
ended up at Mercer. You think you are
You spend most of your time in
ua Velva.
better than everyone else, because you
the cafeteria playing Super Smash
Bros on the Nintendo Wii you bring came from a better school. It is time to
to school every day. You do the bare lose that elitist attitude and make the
best of your last chance at a higher
minimum because so far you have
nge
education. In fact, if you turn it around
my crummy gotten away with it. You have no
plans to transfer or ever leave Mercer and do well at Mercer, you may just end
up back at that four-year school.
omewhere because your education is more
of a recreational activity funded by
someone else. Chances are, you are If you chose mostly “d” your GP is that
of the TOURIST.
quite intelligent, but lack direction
You aren’t even a Mercer student!
or
ambition.
Get
your
act
together
or
girl.
Why
did you take this quiz? You are
you will end up a permanent Mercer
Cotillion.
the reason actual students now have
student.
at we conto go out of their way to get permits for
se days.
parking. Apparently you have nothing
y call away. If you chose mostly “b” you’re
better to do than to spend your free
fondly known as THE GOOBER.
time hanging out at a school you do
You do what you are supposed
listen to?
not even attend. At least slackers
to be doing: taking 15 credits each
actually take a class or two. The time
semester and summer courses to
has come to get a job or enroll at
n’t heard of. ensure that you finish Mercer in two Mercer and actually use your time
years
or
fewer.
Your
GPA
is
a
4.0
and
ying in the
you hold several officer positions in productively.

Resources such as NJ Transfer are invaluable for this.
4. A student’s assigned advisor is given upon joining the college and selecting a major. It can be found online on the student portal.
5. Transfer Services are located in the new construction area next to the new
bookstore location.
6. “The best thing to do for transfer is to complete your associates…if something happens and you do not complete your four-year college, at least you
have your Associates degree,” says History Professor (and transfer guru)
Linda Scherr.

STEP 6

STEP 7

Take it week by week. There are
only 15 weeks in a semester. Mark
your calendars for the countdown. It will make it seem to go
by much faster. Do little thinks
to help you stay motivated, like
make your Facebook status line
read, “nine weeks down, six to
go!”

Eat well. Find and locate the various eateries and diners within a
three mile radius of Mercer. Know
them well. Eat well. You can’t
think well on an empty stomach.
Everyone has to feed the beast. A
basic starting point: WaWa at the
corner of Youngs and Quakerbridge, You can walk there from
campus in a pinch.

9

Mabel Duran-Sanchez

Hometown: Maracay, Venezuela
Major: Liberal Arts
Super Power Desired: Teleportation
Greatest Accomplishment: Honors program and
nominee for Jack Kent Cooke scholarship
Current goal: Trilingual but wants to learn more
languages
About Mercer: “Mercer has everything you need.
I don’t think I would be as prepared for a four year
college without it.”

participants to stay in state,
many indicate that they would
have been attracted to those
schools anyway. “Rutgers is
probably the best school overall
with the best programs throughout the state,” said second year
Political Science major and NJ
STAR Matt Rossi, who will be attending Rutgers in the fall.
Although nearly half of the
students polled are planning to
continue their education at four
year schools located in New
Jersey; there are, however, a select few that can’t seem to get
out fast enough. Some are even
willing to give up scholarships
in order to find more opportunity in new, exciting places.
One of those people is second year Liberal Arts major Lisa
Bennett who is currently in the
NJ STARS program. Even though
she has looked at TCNJ in order
to remain in the NJSTARS program, her number one choice
in school is Xavier, located in
Cincinnati, Ohio. “I was looking
at it in high school and it looks
like a really great school,” she
said, “I would be closer to family I never see, and I will be able
to be more independent as opposed to going to TCNJ which
is five minutes away [from my
house].”
Other school’s students
polled are looking into are
Temple, Worcester Polytechnic
Institute in Massachusetts, and
Pace University located in New
York City.

STEP 10

Get to know your advisor. Be on
first-name basis with your advisor. Know their dog’s name,
their birthday, and favorite scent
of Bath and Body Works lotion.
(Just kidding about the last one,
but you get the idea.) Your advisor is your friend and a valuable
resource to keep you on track. If
you have a question, or think you
have a better idea than they do,
throw it at them. Don’t be shy.

TCNJ
Hometown: Pennington, NJ
Major: Liberal Arts
Greatest Accomplishment: “My proudest achievement while at Mercer [was] finding myself. With the
help of my friends and professors, I was able to
come out of my shell”
Current goal: A degree in special education
Advice for Mercer students: “Talk to professors,
go to class and get involved with anything and
everything!”

Keep informed. State legislature
can be a fickle fiend. Changes in
state scholarship funding, like
NJSTARS, or other budget issues,
may affect your degree program
(talk to any Mercer Aviation student). Being uninformed can
throw your whole plan off balance. Stay two steps ahead of the
game. Read the paper, including
this one.

Viewpoints Editor

ent: Graduating Mercer
al Photographer
ner with: George Clooney,
n and his girlfriend, but says
kward dinner.”
met some cool people!”
second opinions when
your academic path at

TCNJ

Keep in touch with old friends. If
you don’t keep in touch with
your high school friends who
went on to universities, they will
forget about you, until the summer comes along. They may need
your help in their Historical Perspectives in Modern Times lecture class (class size: 159) which
is the same as your HIS102 class
(class size: 17). Who is the smart
cookie now?

Staff Editor

Hungary
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STEP 8

Senior Reporter

Staff Photographer

gers

Strike up the “Pomp and Circumstance,” grab your diplomas, and move your tassels
to the left; here comes are the
graduating Class of 2009.
For some graduates who
plan to transfer, a chance for
adventure and excitement in an
exotic new location lies ahead.
But for many, saying goodbye
to Mercer does not necessarily
mean saying goodbye to Mercer
County.
In a survey of Mercer students, only four of the 30 people surveyed said they wanted
to attend a school out of the
state. Twenty-one reported
that they want to go to a school
in New Jersey. Out of those 21,
14 named one of the three local schools (Rider, Rutgers, and
TCNJ), while four picked Rowan, and three were undecided
about which school, but wanted
to stay in NJ. Out of the remaining nine people, four students
are not planning on continuing
their educations, one is undecided.
Why are Mercer graduates
so keen to attend the three major local universities? For some,
economic factors play a part
in the decision making. “It’s
cheaper to live at home and
commute to school everyday,”
said Carl Baus a TV major that
will be attending Rider University this fall.

Others, however, are turning to local schools in order to
find new opportunities. Third
year History major, Gloria von
Schmidt, chose Rutgers because of “the opportunities and
extra curricular activities [that
they have to offer], other than
just classes.” Opportunities like
volunteering in other countries, are one of the main reasons that Rutgers has been her
number one choice since last
year. “It’s not enough to be textbook smart,” she adds, “There
are other skills that you need to
survive in the real world.”
Many grads are locked into
choosing a school in New Jersey because they are part of
the NJ STARS II program. The
NJ STARS II program helps assist students that came through
NJSTARS I, graduating in the top
of their high school class and
then maintaining a high GPA
throughout community college.
Students admitted into the program receive significant scholarship funds when they transfer
to a four-year state school.
“Because they have good
education programs and I’m in
STARS,” was second year education major Onyeka Uzonwune’s
motivationg to apply to three
New Jersey schools. “I applied
to TCNJ but they put me on a
waiting list. I got into Kean, but
I’m still waiting to hear from my
first choice, Montclair,” Uzonwune added.
Though NJSTARS requires

Katrina Brophy

this is fifth

school organizations and clubs, but
do you have a social life? Loosen
up a little once in a while. Although
Princeton University is next door,
Mercer is not affiliated, so wait
until you get to an Ivy to start acting
pretentious.

Kelly Wittkop

l hygiene

VOICE

A look at why so many MCCC students
pick Rider, Rutgers and TCNJ for transfer

then circle the answer that most applies to your own situation.
Where do you see yourself in five
years?
a.) Still at Mercer, by then I will
have a personal collection of
degrees.
b.) On “The Apprentice.”
c.) Divorced.
d.) Traveling.
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Rutgers

Hometown: Allentown, PA
Major: Social Work
Greatest Accomplishment: Holds the highest
GPA on the tennis team and won a scholarship for
academic excellence and sportsmanship.
Would like to have dinner with: Tina Fey, Seth
Rogan, John Legend and Johnny Depp – “because
he is so good looking.”
About Mercer: “In Professor Berchal’s words:
‘Always be an agent,’ or in other words go after
what you want.”

RESPOND TO
ARTICLES, TAKE
POLLS, VIEW
SLIDE SHOWS!
VISIT US ONLINE
AT
MCCCVOICE.ORG
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IN FOCUS

Student radio station switches to HD
By Matt Williams
Reporter

In March 2009, Mercer’s student radio station, Viking 89
(not to be confused with WWFM
the Classical Network, which
also broadcasts from Mercer),
went all-digital, streaming further than they ever have before. They have also switched
to HD. The station is able to
reach thousands more county
residents than in the past. This
allows people to receive a host
of benefits that they would otherwise have to be on campus to
hear, such as college events and
student-generated music.
Joe Melendez, the station’s manager, says that the
switch from traditional to HD
radio is “a good transition for
[Mercer].” Melendez says that
he has been “excited since [Viking 89] made the switch” and
is looking forward to the new
prospect of college-run HD radio.
Viking 89 is live, which
means that as the tape rolls in
the studio, you can listen to it
through your radio. There are
no live call-ins yet, though and
the only way to request a song is
to talk to a DJ in person. However, Melendez and Mitchell
Canter, the faculty advisor for
Viking 89, are trying to secure
a line that would be dedicated
to live call-ins. Due to the infrequency of the studio’s location,
it may be some time before that
line is attained.

“We take foul language
very seriously,” says Melendez
when asked about the policy on
vulgarity that Viking 89 has. Before the station went HD, Melendez stated that DJs were able
to get away with a lot on the air,
including profanities by themselves and the artists that they
played. However, it all came to
a grinding halt after the switch
over to HD. “[Professor Canter
and I] are constantly monitoring the DJs when they go on the
air” says Melendez.
Viking 89 plays a wide
variety of music ranging from
top 40, rock, R&B, metal, dance,
and hip-hop. All of the music
genres reflect an individual DJ’s
choice; some DJs prefer hardcore metal while others like
Christian-alternative.
Viking
89 gives non-college radio stations a run for their money because there are few on-air ads
and the DJs actually get to pick
the songs of their choice.
As of now, Viking 89

does not have a website. They
also lack their own social networking site, such as Twitter,
Facebook, or Myspace. However, Melendez says that the prospect of Myspace and Facebook
are a “coin toss because of the
continuing growing popularity
of their networks.” Regardless,
Viking 89 is hoping to establish
their own website, complete
with playlists and college information, in the near future.
According to Josh Nulman, a first-year Entertainment
Technology student, Viking 89’s
switch “is a good investment for
the future when HD radio becomes commonplace.” Nulman
also suggested that HD radio
“will not have a huge impact
right now,” but it will later on as
it gains popularity.
The only downside to
Viking 89’s new HD broadcasts:
you need an HD receiver to listen. Though no subscription
is required, the cost of the unit
can be pricey. This additional
purchase means that not all students are enthralled about the
HD conversion. Kate Sage, a
first-year Communications student, says that “even if I thought
about listening to [Viking 89],
I would not because I do not
want to have to go out and buy
a new receiver.” The burden of
purchasing a brand-new radio
has students like Sage wondering if the purchase will be worth
the while. Websites like nextag.
com and ebay.com sell the unit
for fewer than one hundred dollars.

DOES THIS PAPER SUCK? DOES IT ROCK? Tell us why!
Get more of what you like. Fill out this quick survey and return it to LA 131.
DIRECTIONS: Students,
faculty and staff, please
circle or write in the answer that best describes
your feelings or response.
My overall evaluation of the
VOICE is:
a.) it’s awesome
b.) it could be better
c.) it blows
d.) don’t know
e.) other __________________
How often do you read the
VOICE?
a.) I read every issue when it
comes out
b.) I read it if it’s lying around
c.) I have read bits of it from
time to time
d.) I rarely read it
e.) other __________________
When you do read the VOICE,
what section do you read first?
a.) the Just 4 Fun section
b.) sports
c.) arts
d.) student life
e.) viewpoints
f.) front page
g.) other __________________
What section of the VOICE
would you most like to see

expanded?
a.) the Just 4 Fun section
b.) sports
c.) arts
d.) student life
e.) viewpoints
f.) other __________________
Do you feel any of the following
are not covered enough in the
VOICE (circle all that apply)
a.) the JKC campus
b.) students with special needs
c.) campus events
d.) local events
e.) employment topics
f.) financial topics
g.) other __________________
Which writing problems have you
noticed in the VOICE (circle all
that apply)?
a.) spelling and grammar errors
b.) biased language
c.) dull writing
d.) inaccurate facts
e.) dull topics
f.) none of the above
g.) other ____________________
Which visual element is strongest?
a.) the photos
b.) the layout and design of
each page
c.) illustrations

d.) the front page design
e.) other __________________
Which visual element is weakest?
a.) the photos
b.) the layout and design of
each page
c.) illustrations
d.) the front page design
e.) other __________________
Complete this sentence: I would
read the VOICE more if _______
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
Three words you would use to
describe the VOICE are:
1.__________________________
2.__________________________
3.__________________________
Do you have an idea for a
newsworthy story that should
be covered in the VOICE. Write
it here:
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
Other comments? Write them
here: ______________________
___________________________

Cut out your completed survey and put it in the folder marked VOICE SURVEY attached to
the bulletin board outside LA 131.

Voice Editor-in-Chief, Susana Sanchez
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Sanchez wins $5000
Guistwhite Scholarship
and full-ride to Hampshire
By Ron Russel III
Reporter

Graduating Mercer student Susana Sanchez recently won the
$5000 Guistwhite Scholarship
from Phi Theta Kappa the twoyear college honor society. The
scholarship is given to just 20
community college students
each year. She was honored at
a ceremony in Texas on April
17. In addition to receiving
this award, she has also been
granted a full-ride scholarship
to Hampshire College in Massachusetts where she will be going next year.
As an active member of
Phi Theta Kappa, Sanchez has
served as the Vice President of
Service for Mercer’s chapter.
She has acted as “the principal fundraiser for the Susan
G. Komen Race For The Cure
[on campus],” as well as the
organizer for the chapter support of “Habitat for Humanity,
and a school supply drive [that
benefits the Trenton Area Soup
Kitchen and the Paul Robeson
School.”
Her humanitarian efforts
do not end there. Sanchez also
notes that she has “been the facilitator of Futuro, a three year
supplemental program to support Latino students achieve
their academic goals.” It was for
her work with Futuro that Sanchez received the Guistwhite
Scholarship.
“The biggest challenge
[for me] was to learn English,”
says Sanchez, “…and also to
learn the ins and outs of the U.S.
education system.”
Sanchez is originally from
Costa Rica, but spent four years
in Cuba. “[In Cuba]…I…struggled,” she says. “There were no
air conditioners in the classrooms…no internet access. I
had to live with 11 people in one
relatively small room.” While
she hopes to visit Cuba again
one day, her experiences there
encouraged her to focus on her

studies.
Sanchez learned English
just one year before starting at
Mercer. She says she found it
“challenging [to be] writing on
a college level [in English]…I
couldn’t find the correct words
or express what I was thinking.
In Spanish, I [could] say and
write complicated ideas and use
more sophisticated words.”
Working in her second language has not held her back.
Sanchez is an Honors Student,
and Editor-in-Chief of the
VOICE. She recently won the
New Jersey Collegiate Press
Foundation’s first place award
for Features Writing by a twoyear college reporter.
“I have learned and
enjoyed a great deal taking honors courses. I have learned to
try harder, to formulate complicated ideas, to get out of my
comfort zone. For instance, in
my English classes I have been
encouraged to hone my writing and critical thinking skills.
[English] Professor [Carol] Bork
has inspired me to expand and
improve my writing skills trying new ways to write and put
my thoughts on the page. I also
took Honors Research in Biology during which I conducted
research [on] my own and had
hands on experience,” says Sanchez.
As advice to international
students, Sanchez says, “international students have to know
that it is very difficult to find
scholarships and/or [colleges]
that offer financial aid to international students but that it’s
certainly not impossible. They
have to do tons of research by
their own, seek transfer service
advice, visit college websites
and keep looking until they
find a college. I cannot promise
them they will find a school or
a scholarship but it’s worth trying. Also, my advice is to major
in something that they really
like and are passionate about,
to work extra hard and not lose
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OPINION

Does Mercer really have an open door policy?
By Amber Zahn
Reporter

Mercer is a seemingly handicapped accessible institution to those who don’t
know any better. There are elevators,
ramps, and doors that open with a push
of a button… or so they intend to.
Out of 19 self-opening doors I tested
around campus, 16 of them were fully
functional from both sides. One out of
the 19 doors tested were functional from
only one side, while two failed to operate
at all.
“Some of them work and some of
them don’t, that’s a fact,” said a professor
at Mercer who wishes to remain anonymous. “If I can’t even open [the doors]
when I carry my briefcase,” he continues, “imagine how hard it is for a handicapped person to do the same.”
Some of the worst doors amongst
campus are located in the Communications Building. Neither of the doors located by CM 159 works from the inside of
the hallway. The door nearest to the Performing Arts High School only has one
button from the hallway to another door
that leads outside, and it does not work.
The door adjacent to it does not work
from the hallway, but functions from the
outside of the building, back inside.
Due to the renovation of the Student
Center, currently none of the doors are
handicap accessible. The main entrance
by the library, which was the only handicapped entrance to the Student Center,
is barricaded and blocked off by con-

struction. The other two entrances do
not feature self-opening doors, and one
is closed off by storm doors that are
hard to open for those without a disability. The only way to get into the Student
Center now is to go up stairs and take the
elevator.
Mercer’s Physical Education building
has handicap accessibility, but it doesn’t
work. There’s one handicap accessible
door located to the right of the men’s
locker rooms across from the handicap
accessible women’s room. The “low-energy power operated door, that is hidden
from the outside of the building, failed to
operate from either side.
Even if the doors were all in proper
working order, disabled students often
struggle to make their way past the traditional framing of the door. Many of the
doors around campus are old and too
narrow to properly accommodate the
many different variations of wheelchairs
in both size and shape. When pressed,
in certain buildings such as Engineering
Systems (ES) the door opening buttons
do not make the doors open fully, which
presents a problem for disabled students
trying to make their way inside the door.
Another major problem regarding the
doors around campus is that not only are
they not all accessible, some of them are
not placed practically.
The doors near Human Resources and closest to the elevator in the
Administration building (AD) are not
handicap accessible. In fact, most of the
AD building is not, although most of the
bathrooms in the building are. None of

the storm doors located in the building
feature a self-opening entrance, and neither does the bathroom on the bottom
floor near Accounting.
Troublesome as it may be, inactive
handicap doors, or lack there of, are not
the only issue that places a burden upon
the freedom of mobility for students with
a handicap.
Many of the hallways and classrooms
create obstacles for the disabled with
the amounts of chairs and desks in the
way. In the bottom floor of the MS building, there are desks on both sides of the
hallway, and a TV near the exit, making
it difficult for any person to maneuver
through the obstacles.
A survey of basic classrooms
found LA 210 to be typical; it is loaded
with desks. There is no way for a handicapped person to make it much beyond
the door.
Even where access is clearly being
provided, there are problems. The ramp
leading to the temporary library trailer
was a sheet of ice during the winter season, dangerous for handicapped and
non-handicapped students and staff
alike. The ramp poses a danger to all who
travel on it, but holds the most weight
with those that can not catch their balance or gain the proper footing right
away.
Another problem that I noticed was
that handicap accessible doors are virtually non-existent on the top floors
throughout the buildings, with the exception of bathrooms in the AD building
and the newly renovated learning cen-

ter near the bookstore. The bookstore,
which used to be self-opening at its previous location, does not appear to have
that feature anymore.
Dr. Eric Watson, Assistant Professor of
English and History, who started working at Mercer in 2007 sees a different side
of the spectrum. “I actually think it’s gotten better over the past years,” Watson
said when asked what he thought about
handicap access around campus. “Mercer is way ahead of many other institutions as it relates to handicap accessibility. However, the college should continue
to make sure that everything is being
done to ensure all persons have equal
access to our wonderful facilities.”
I disagree. Mercer makes an attempt
to accommodate, but needs to do better. Community colleges have an open
admissions policy and are designed to
serve everyone. This mission cannot be
fulfilled when some students can’t get to
their classes. In her budget meeting on
April 21, President Donohue mentioned
that even in these bleak economic times
there is possible funding available for
certain projects (such as the current library renovation and new entrance) that
are independent of tuition funds. Improving doors, bathrooms, classrooms
and walkways would be an excellent use
of any such funding.
As the recession causes locals to
head back to school for more training, it
is time to take a look at the handicapped
access on campus and consider whether
or not Mercer really has an open door
policy.
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THE WAY IT IS

Katrina Brophy
“I go to Mercer, but it’s a great
choice financially.” It seems
that many Mercer students
utter these words in embarrassment. Whenever I run
into people I went to high
school with, I feel I try to
make excuses for attending
community college.
I don’t want people
to think I bombed the SATs,
or I did not get into any “real”
colleges. So, I always say how
economically sound Mercer
County is, which it still is,
despite various tuition hikes
that have been caused by the
recession. Indeed, Mercer is

Students are curbing cigarette litter,
but litter in general remains an issue
By E
Reporter
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picking up the most butts.
Clearly students are taking
responsibility for cigarette litter, whether it be clubs hosting events like “Kick Butt,” or
individual students like Fischer and McLaughlin cleaning up a mess.
In our previous issues, The Voice has covered
the proposed campus-wide
ban on smoking, and though
this proposal is still not set
in stone, the Mercer administration and non-smoking
students have always made
very clear their concern over
cigarette litter on campus.
The fact of the matter is as
long as students like Fischer
and McLaughlin and members of Phi Theta Kappa and
Go Green Club at Mercer go
out of their way to clean up
cigarette litter on campus,
the administration’s expectations of students smoking
responsibly and cleaning up
after themselves have been
more than met. To be frank,
the focus needs to turn to
the general litter from smokers and non-smokers alike,
which these days is far more
prevalent than the amount
of actual cigarette litter on
campus. Think of it this way:
there are more garbage and
recycling bins at Mercer than
there are ashtrays, so let’s try
to use them.

Two students who are smokers, David Fischer and Sarah McLaughlin,
took it upon themselves to pick up
every last cigarette butt and piece
of garbage around a designated
smoking area on April 8. The act
was met with mixed reviews from
passers-by. Most simply thanked
them. At one point campus security walked over to the smoking
station to commend the students
and even take some pictures. But a
few people made snide comments
and shot them dirty looks
The clean-up took the duo three
hours. Fischer and McLaughlin
lingered in the smoking station for
a time afterward to relax and also
to remind smokers to “clean up after yourself, and if you feel like doing a good deed clean up after others,” in Fischer’s words “this land
is your land, this land is my land,
you know?”
A couple weeks later, on April
22, Phi Theta Kappa and Go Green
Club hosted their annual “Kick
Butt” event for Earth Day 2009.
Although the weather was bleak,
around 15 Mercer students participated in the hour-long event
to pick up cigarette butts all over
campus. While cleaning up nonsmoking related campus litter was
not part of the event, 21 pounds
of cigarette butts were cleaned up
by smoking and non-smoking students alike. Three students won
Gift cards to the bookstore for
Editorial Policy:
The College VOICE is written and edited by students of Mercer
County Community College and published every 3 weeks under
the advisement of a faculty adviser. The material printed in The
College VOICE, be it articles, advertisements or opinion pieces,
does not necessarily represent the views of the editors, the faculty,
staff, administration or the board of trustees of Mercer County
Community College.

a smart choice, but not just financially.
I chose to attend Mercer for
several reasons. During my senior year of high school, I had
no idea what I wanted to do. I
did so-so on the SATs and figured Mercer would be my best
choice.
Most of the other students in my class were going to
far away colleges, while I was
just going to Mercer. At first I
was bummed out. The first year
of college is what movies are
made of; freedom to do whatever, parties and meeting brand
new people. I knew I was going to miss out on the “first year
experience.” However, after my
first semester at Mercer, I realized community college was a
good fit for me.
Although I did not go away
to school, I still was getting a
great education. One of the
major benefits of community
college is the class size. Most of
my classes are under 30 people.
I believe this has forced me to
participate and actually show
up to class. I have friends that
attend four year colleges and
they hardly ever go to class.

Another benefit is the extracurricular clubs at Mercer. Mercer hosts a variety of clubs ranging from student government to
PTK, competitive sports teams
and of course, an awesome student newspaper.
I involved myself with
the paper as well as the women’s tennis team. Being active
at school has enabled me to
meet some amazing people. I
have met students who are also
proactive in their education.
Besides networking, participating in clubs at Mercer really
helped when applying to other
schools. When applying to four
year schools, you need to be
well rounded.
Finally, I found a sense of
maturity during my two years
at Mercer. Unlike four year colleges, people at Mercer are not
here to party. Many people pay
for their own education and use
class time efficiently. As you all
know, scheduling your classes
is on you. You can’t expect anyone will hold your hand and
guide you in the right direction.
I found this as a wake-up call,
and decided that my education
was my own priority.

Now that I am transferring
to Rutgers in the fall, I feel
ready to live away from home.
I feel more mature, and think
my Mercer education has
helped me. I will be entering
as a junior, and will be ready
to start a new chapter.
The thing about Mercer
is to make the most of it. Just
because it is a community
college, does not mean it is
second class.
If you take the right
classes and choose good professors, you will do fine. By
having good grades and participating in what Mercer has
to offer, transferring to a four
year school will be a breeze.
Don’t ever feel embarrassed
for attending community college.
You’ve done a smart
thing by coming to Mercer.
Our peers at private colleges
and other four year schools
are going to be in debt before
we transfer. The next time
someone asks you about your
education, say you go to a
small public college that just
happens to be in your community.

By
Staff Reporter

physiology I and II. This is a reasonable enough requirement,
except for the fact that these
course are very difficult to get
into, as they have been known
to fill up within 20 minutes, according to Mercer’s registrar.
“You have to be [at the registrar’s office] by, like, 6am,”
said Kristen Cipolloni, a third
year radiological sciences major at Mercer. “It’s like being on
a waiting list to be on another
waiting list.”
If these courses are in such
high demand, then either more
students should be admitted
into each section, or more sections should be offered each
semester. Expecting students
to go on a waiting list for acceptance into a biology course is
just ridiculous.
At any rate, once a student
has gained entry into these
courses, they must maintain
good grades. Any grade lower
than a “B” will not be accepted
and the student will have to repeat the course.
I actually agree with this stipulation , seeing as I would want
my x-ray technician to have
a firm grasp on concepts like
anatomy and physiology before
coming anywhere near me with
some form of radiation.
Students need to go into area
hospitals to observe various radiological procedures, which
are another bottleneck in and
of themselves, between trying
to get in touch with the head of

the radiology department of the
hospital, to trying to get scheduled to come in and observe.
Finally, a student must then
petition (that’s right, petition)
for acceptance into the program.
This involves filling out a form
that indicates which of the prerequisite courses the student
has completed and what grades
they received in each class.
“I can’t petition until next
year,” said Sheri Savino, a first
year radiography student at
Mercer. “I’m still waiting to get
into the math and biology classes.”
According to Professor Sandra Kerr, the director of the program, 28 students get into the
program each year, and if a student drops out, their place will
stay empty until the next year.
I understand the fact that
there is limited space available
in area hospitals for students to
study as closely as the program
requires. And I understand that
a student who has been waiting
two years to enter the program
would get in before a student
who has only been waiting one
year.
But I need to graduate from
school at some point in my life.
I need to get a real job and start
making enough money to support my family. I can’t just keep
waiting.

The waiting is the hardest part
I thought I was playing it smart
when I changed my major from
Liberal Arts to Radiological Sciences, so that I could one day
work as an x-ray technician.
What I didn’t realize was that
at Mercer, entering the radiography program was one bottleneck after another
To my understanding, the
medical field was a safe bet
because of the element of job
security. The radiography field
appealed to me especially because it was challenging but not
impossible and the salary was
enough so that I could one day
help support my parents.
It seems, however, that a lot of
people shared my line of thinking, as I soon learned that there
was quite a long waiting list to
gain entry into the program.
Any student considering majoring in the radiography program should understand the
whole story before they make
any decisions.
First, the date of matriculation is key. This means that the
day a student actually declares
their major as radiological sciences is going to play a huge
part in when they will be accepted into the program. Students who have been waiting
the longest will have first priority in gaining entry.
Second, it is necessary to
complete all pre-requisite
courses, including anatomy and

Write to The College VOICE!
Do you have something to say? The College VOICE accepts letters to
the editor. Submissions should be no more than 300 words; longer
submissions may be shortened. Submit materials in electronic
format, and include your name and status at Mercer (major and
year, faculty or staff position or alumnus). All materials submitted
become the property of The College VOICE, which reserves the
right to reject or edit material based on length, taste or clarity.

Note: Reporter asked to remain anonymous
because she feared she might reduce her
chances of getting into the radiography program at Mercer otherwise.

How to contact us:
e-mail: MercerVoice@gmail.com
phone: (609) 586-4800 ext. 3594
write to: The College VOICE
Mercer County College
PO Box B
Trenton, NJ 08550
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ASK THE VOICE: good answers to tough questions
Help is
here!

Dear Voice,
My parents are
getting me a puppy for
a graduation present
and I want to name it
after Mercer. I’ve been
thinking Donohue or
maybe Viking, but I’m
not sure. Got any good
name ideas for me?
- Canine Quandary
Dear Canine Quandary,
We suggest Leipzig.
-The Voice
_____
Dear Voice,
I lost my voice. Can
you help me out?
- Voiceless

Dear Voiceless,
Get some hot water,
lemon and honey and
a hug. Or you could
join the VOICE and be
heard!
-The Voice
_____
Dear Voice,
I hear that security
is cracking down on
smokers. With my
smoke-ridden lungs, I
can’t run very fat, but
I’m wondering how
fast the golf carts go
so I can try to train to
out-run them.
- Faster on Foot

you may be SOL.
-The Voice
_____

Dear Faster,
Hm. Good for you for
trying to get in shape.
Unfortunately the news
isn’t good. Golf carts
go 20 mph and the
fastest human can run
25-27 mph over short
distances. We believe

NOTE: THIS FEATURE IS
FOR ENTERTAINMENT
PURPOSES ONLY. ANY
RESEMBLANCE TO
ACTUAL PROBLEMS IS
PURELY COINCIDENTAL.

Dear Voice,
I am afraid of
those giant dogs I
see lurking around
campus when I’m on
my way to my car after
night classes. What do
I do?
- Worried Walker
Dear Walker,
Those are DEER. Are
you sure you go to
college?
-The Voice
_____

Do you have a problem?
Need friendly advice?
Send your questions to:
mercervoice@gmail.com

THEME CROSSWORD: What’s that again?

Capricorn

Aquarius

Pisces

Aries

Dec. 22 - Jan. 19
You’re moving on up.
For a while there things
were looking bleak, it
seemed like you’d never
get what you wanted,
even if you deserved it,
but all that is changing
now. Lucky you!

Jan. 20 - Feb. 18
Maybe people don’t
know that you are
handy with a drill and
tape measure, but you
are. Now is the time to
show people what you
can do. Get busy with
those projects!

Feb. 19 - Mar. 20
Your summer plans
may not be exotic, but
don’t let the fact that
you’ll be at Mercer
in July get you down.
There is still plenty of
time for day trips and
picnics on LBI.

Mar. 21 - Apr. 19
Whether you are
attending graduation as
a guest or a graduate,
be prepared to have a
surprisingly good time.
Bring your camera and
some kleenex, just in
case.

Taurus
Apr. 20 - May 20
Honors Classes may
be just what you need
next fall. Now is a good
time to start shopping
around to see what
interests you. If your
GPA is too low, start
trying to pull it up.

Virgo

Aug. 23 - Sept. 22
Insecurities may be
getting you down
lately. Don’t let a few
comments from stupid
people get to you. You
are great at what you do
and everyone knows it.

ACROSS
1. Greek L’s
8. Perch for a bust
16. Caved in
20. Bride of Dionysus
21. Nightfall
22. Regretful one
23. Say “no”
24. Abbe?
26. Not as much
27. Actress Hagen
29. Buster Brown’s
pooch
30. Renter
31. Inventor Whitney
32. Sounds like lawyers
are busy here!
35. Olympian’s dream
36. Tidy
38. State flower of
Indiana
39. Wedding-dress
materials
43. With wisdom
45. Rooney of CBS
46. 50 percent
47. How upset people
go
48. Bridal-veil material
49. Resume attachments
50. Hick
51. Not too swift
53. “QB VII” author
54. Came into being
55. Do they apply
makeup roughly here?
57. Forest spirit
58. Pate de foie 59. Con game
60. Take a wrong turn
61. Chemical compounds
63. Retirement gift, at
times
64. Place for notes

68. Garden tool
69. The K in RKO
70. Guns the engine
71. In the past
72. Wall decoration in a
basement room?
75. Kind of bag
76. Just a drop
77. Washington’s veep
78. Antique, in the past
79. Actress Skye
80. Barf
81. Legal profession
82. Quite a few
83. 007
84. Pitches
85. Airy spirits
88. Flycatcher
89. Stew
90. Half of zwei
91. Drouth in Ontario?
93. Vinyl records
96. Town on the Gulf of
Salerno
99. Connecting point
100. Former Mideast
repub.
101. Like cotton candy
102. Many-storied
building?
106. Reestablish
108. - of Pines
109. Plume
110. Consumer
111. Let it stand
112. Goes over an old
story
113. Made do with little

DOWN
1. Dipper
2. “Tempest” role
3. No sausage on the
plate?

4. Some are striped
5. Inits. in 1950s
headlines
6. Retirement support
7. Tussle
8. Vigor
9. “Uncle Tom’s Cabin”
character
10. Kismet
11. Distinct thing
12. Cigar
13. Radial
14. Activity
15. Omitted from a list
16. Big in Buenos Aires
17. Nimbus
18. Layer of ore
19. Formerly, formerly
25. Wealth of doubtful
origin
28. Servant girls from
abroad
32. Merchant’s comeon
33. Noble gas
34. Pollock and
coalfish
35. Second-century
physician
37. Morays
39. Forbidden
40. Piquancy
41. Notre Dame area
42. Poker call
43. Buddhist shrine
44. Through the ears
46. Place for dishes
49. Neckpieces
50. Salad-dressing
choice
51. Campus addresses
52. Bill in Berlin
54. Lawyer’s offering
55. Montana mining
center
56. Town official in old

England
58. Mashed potato
serving, perhaps
59. Pool-table covering
62. Throat clearing
63. Like a neglected
garden
64. Allot, with “out”
65. Umbrella sent by
mail?
66. Desert plant
67. Cupolas
69. Potter’s ovens
70. Musical form
72. “Overlord” beginning
73. Country’s Scruggs
74. Anchorage
75. Gave a tint to a
photo
76. Lucille and 77. Midsection
muscles
79. “All I am I owe -”
80. Sacred
82. Fuel-efficient
vehicle
83. Not on top
84. Big flow
86. Tiny projectile
87. Stereo predecessor
88. San Diego players
91. Hooded serpent
92. Takes a risk
94. Blender output
95. McCarthy’s co-star
96. Sacred bull
97. Sine qua non
98. Competent
99. In the neighborhood
101. Immobilize
103. Stretch out
104. Map abbr.
105. Suitor’s reward
107. “Star Wars” inits.

Gemini

May 21 - Jun. 20
Thinking about
transferring to a fouryear? Stop thinking
TCNJ and Rutgers.
There are a ton of great
schools out there. Don’t
be afraid to leave the
state of New Jersey!

Libra

Sept. 23 - Oct. 22
Yes, you may be the
only sane person left on
earth. Let your friends’
madness swirl around
you, but be sure to
avoid getting caught up
in it this month.

Cancer

Jun. 21 - Jul. 22
New beginnings are the
theme of the month for
you. The school year
may be wrapping up,
but everything else in
your life is new and
exciting. Tap into the
energy of spring!

Scorpio

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
Risky business
has become your
everyday life. Stop
living dangerously! It’s
time for sun screen, a
motorcycle helmet and
fewer drinks!

Leo

Jul. 23 - Aug. 22
You are trying hard to
save money, and this is
a great time for it, but
be sure to put a little
money aside for treats.
Even in a recession you
can buy some M&M’s or
go to a matinee.

Sagittarius

Nov. 22 - Dec. 21
People come to you for
advice because you are
known for being wise
and insightful. But now
that you need advice
who do you turn to? The
answers may lie within.

