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earTH HoUr : 
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student B feel that this was 
in response to their sexual-
ity.
 Students A and B 
did not report the incident 
to the diner staff nor the 
management.  Bill Statho-
poulos, the owner of the 
Broad Street Diner, said 
that neither he nor his wife, 
who also co-owns the diner, 
knew about the assault that 
took place on their prop-
erty.   “This is the first time I 
am hearing about this” said 
Stathopoulos when asked 
about the events that took 
place in the early morning 
hours of February 21.  
 Student B said he 
was verbally assaulted by 
patrons at the diner at a 
previous visit for not only 
being gay but for having 
a gay African American 

Two openly-gay Mercer 
students were assaulted 
outside of the Broad Street 
Diner in Trenton around 
2:30AM on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 21.  The students, who 
wish to remain anonymous 
and will be referred to as 
student A and student B, 
are both members of Mer-
cer’s Lesbian Gay Bisexual 
Transgendered Friends 
(LGBTF) club.  
 The two students 
attended the previous 
night’s Late Night Series 
which was hosted by the 
LGBTF.  The theme of the 
night was Mardi Gras; those 
who dressed up were given 
free admission and all oth-
ers were charged five dol-
lars to enter.  The students 
who were assaulted believe 
that they were attacked be-
cause of their attire.
 Student A left the 
LNS and went to the diner 
with two friends.  Student 
B stayed back after the LNS 
was over to help clean up 
and planned on meeting 
student A at the diner once 
he was done.  Once stu-
dent A was inside, he was 
harassed by two large indi-
viduals, one with a confed-
erate flag tattoo on his arm.  
“[One of them called me a] 
fucking faggot and hit me 
on the back of the head,” 
says student A.  Student A 
believes that the man hit 
him accidentally, but was 
aware of it and did not 
apologize.
  After stepping into 
the parking lot to have a 
cigarette, student A was ap-
proached again by the man 
with the confederate flag 
tattoo.  This time the man 
punched him in the side of 
the face, tearing his earring 

out and leaving him bleed-
ing.  The two began to get 
involved in a verbal con-
frontation.
Student B witnessed the 
assault take place upon ar-
riving at the diner.  After 
numerous unsuccessful 
attempts to calm the man, 
student B called 911 and 
was told by the attacker 
that “you and all of your 
faggot friends can’t stop me 
and neither can this nig-
ger,” referencing an African 
American individual who 
witnessed the assault.
 As student B was 
placing a call to 911, the 
two assailants sped away in 
their vehicle.
Student B spoke with the 
Hamilton Police Depart-
ment dispatcher and stated 
that neither he nor Student 
A needed medical assis-
tance.  Student B also in-
formed the dispatcher that 
they were unable to obtain 
the assailant’s license plate 
number.
 According to stu-
dent B, the dispatcher in-
formed him that there was 
nothing more that could 
be done and then told him 
that the two could come 
down to the station and file 
a complaint.
 No officers re-
sponded to the diner after 
the call was placed and no 
complaint has been filed.
  When asked 
about the incident, a de-
tective from the Hamilton 
Police Department stated 
that “I can’t comment on 
that [issue].”  A phone call 
placed to the Hamilton 
Criminal Investigations Bu-
reau went unanswered. 
 After going inside 
to eat, student A asked his 
waiter repeatedly for ice for 
his ear, and was repeatedly 
denied.  Both student A and 

friend with him.
 Charlene Jamison, 
a person who was with the 
LNS group that evening at 
the diner, said that the man 
with the confederate flag 
tattoo appeared intoxicat-
ed.  
 Alex DeFazio, fac-
ulty advisor for the LGBTF, 
drafted a letter contain-
ing a list of events that oc-
curred on the morning of 
February 21. The letter was 
addressed to the students, 
staff, and faculty of Mercer 
as well as the surround-
ing community in order to 
educate people about the 
amount of violence against 
LGBTF individuals.
 DeFazio met with 
the two students shortly 
after the assault took place 
and said he was “extremely 

disturbed.”  DeFazio also 
expressed concern, say-
ing that “we need more 
counselors on campus so 
when things like this happen 
students can have someone to 
talk to.”
 DeFazio and English 
Professor Diane Rizzo, who 
is also a lawyer, will conduct 
a workshop on what to do if 
you see  or are a victim of a 
hate crime . The event will take 
place on April 16. For more 
information check the VOICE 
website .

Hate crime hits too close to home

RESULTS OF COLLEGE VOICE HATE BIAS SURVEY AT MERCER
Fifteen percent of 
all students surveyed 
said they have expe-
rienced an event at 
Mercer that, while not 
actual verbal or phys-
ical assault, made 
them feel uncomfort-
able because of their 
race, gender or sexual 
orientation

THe SUrveY - 
on april 6, the voice sur-
veyed 58 Mercer students 
to find out whether they 
had ever seen or been the 
victim of what they be-
lieved was a hate biased 
verbal or physical assault 
based on their gender, race 
or sexual orientation. The 
survey also sought to de-
termine how such abuse 
affected them emotionally, 
and how safe of an envi-
ronment they felt Mercer 
provides. 
 

Key results are presented 
here. More can be found 
on pages 6-7 and on the 
college voice website at 
mcccvoice.org. 

Seventy-five percent 
of the 16 surveyed 
students who iden-
tified themselves as 
lesbian, gay, bisexual 
or transgendered said 
they had experienced 
verbal abuse that ap-
peared to be directly 
related to their sexual 
orientation. 

Twenty-five percent 
of the 16 surveyed 
students who iden-
tified themselves as 
lesbian, gay, bisexual 
or transgendered said 
they had experienced 
physical abuse that 
appeared to be di-
rectly related to their 
sexual orientation. 

One hundred percent 
of the students surveyed 
said they had never par-
ticipated in a hate crime 
(verbally or physically 
assaulting another per-
son based on his or her 
race, gender or sexual 
orientation. See HaTe criMeS pages 6-7

By Matt Williams 
reporter

PHoTo | eva SUraNY 
First-year Visual Arts major, Ian Connely, is a member of Mercer’s LGBTF, but 
not one of the two students who were assaulted on February 21. 
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No, Rutgers does not have its own strain of gonorrhea
STUDENT LIFE

Rumors about sexually trans-
mitted diseases at New Jersey 
universities, Rutgers in par-
ticular, have been circulating 
for years. Rutgers, considered a 
party school by some, has been 
rumored to have its own strain 
of gonorrhea and to have very 
high rates of sexually transmit-
ted infections (STIs) in general. 
One anonymous Mercer stu-
dent, when interviewed about 
the issue said, “…be careful 
when you go to the parties…
you don’t want to hook up with 
any of those crazy Rutgers peo-
ple.” Is there any truth to the 
rumors?
 According to Dr. Me-
lodee Laskey, M.D., Executive 
Director of Health Services at 
Rutgers University, “Rutgers 
does NOT have…higher levels 
[of STIs] than any other college 

or university.” As for having its 
own strain of gonorrhea, 
that urban legend is 
also “not not not not 
NOT true,” says Dr. 
Laskey emphatically.
 According to 
Laskey, all of the ru-
mors are “because of 
[the] study…” published 
in the New England Journal 
of Medicine in 1998.  The study 
Dr. Laskey refers to, researched 
the Human Papillomavirus (the 
most common STI) among 608 
women attending Rutgers over 
a three year period prior to the 
release of the HPV vaccine. Al-
though the study’s findings did 
not indicate Rutgers women 
were any more likely to have an 
STI than the average young fe-
male in the United States, mis-
understandings about the re-
search appear to have fostered 
the rumors. 
 The reality is that STI 

 Mercer has the seventh largest 
enrollment of the 19 commu-
nity colleges in New Jersey, ac-
cording to Community College 
Review, yet Mercer is smaller 
than community colleges such 
as Warren County Community 
College, Cumberland County 
Community College, and the 
County College of Morris all of 
which have a wireless internet 
(Wi-Fi) network larger than 
Mercer’s.  
 “[Mercer] needs to ex-
pand the Wi-Fi like so many 
other schools.  Students need to 
be online all over campus and it 
feels like nothing is being done,” 
said Brian Harris, a second year 
Liberal Arts student.
 Harris’s wishes will 
soon become at least a partial 
reality, Wi-Fi internet at Mercer 
will be expanding its availability 
to the newly renovated library 
in May. “The library will have 
Wi-Fi throughout,” says Susan 
Bowen, Executive Director for 
Information and Technology 
Services at Mercer.  “The Stu-
dent Center and Library will be 

linked together so Wi-Fi will be 
in both buildings now,” Bowen 
adds.
 “[Wi-Fi at Mercer] has 
been very successful.  Any-
where from 100-125 different 
devices are connected during 
the course of the day in the Stu-
dent Center,” says Bowen.       
However, some students have 
found some problems with the 
Wi-Fi connection.  “Usually I 
have no problems connecting 
[to the Mercer Wi-Fi network in 
the Student Center], but some-
times I can’t connect or I lose 
connection on my laptop,” said 
James Burton, a second year 
Criminal Justice major. He adds, 
“it can be very frustrating.”       
 Bowen agreed that 
problems can always occur, 
but said that the Wi-Fi spots on 
campus are “fairly consistent…
There are usually no problems, 
but we have maintenance peo-
ple checking and testing the 
system all the time.”  
 Bowen notes that a 
larger Wi-Fi expansion is be-
ing considered but isn’t yet 

under way. She says the ITS 
department is working on a 
strategic plan for all their ac-
tivities.  “One of the initiatives 
cited in this plan is to increase 
wireless communications on 
campus within the next three 
years” Bowen says. She goes on 
to note, however, that “a spe-
cific plan has not been laid out 
at this time.  This will be deter-
mined by an assessment, fund-
ing and an expressed need by 
the faculty and students.”   
 “Having Wi-Fi through-
out campus would be great.  Be-
ing able to e-mail my teacher an 
assignment in class would save 
me a lot a trouble” says student 
James Burton. If and when the 
ITS department conducts a 
study of student and faculty Wi-
Fi needs they will be able to de-
termine if Burton’s desire to see 
the wireless network expanded 
is a prevalent one.

rates among 
teen and col-
lege aged women 
in the United States are 
high in general.  As reported 
in the April 21, 2008 issue of 
the VOICE, a recent large-scale 
study showed that 25 percent 
of girls aged 14 to 19 may have 
an STI. The National Health and 
Nutritional Examination Survey 
showed that teen girls are expe-
riencing an epidemic of STI’s 
with up to 3.2 million teen girls  
in total having a sexually trans-

mitted infection nationwide. 
  The Rutgers study in 
1998, as presented in a New 

England Journal of Medicine 
article, showed that ap-

proximately 20 percent 
of the females tested 
had HPV at the begin-
ning of the study, with 
more than 60 percent 

contracting HPV by the 
study’s end. 

 While these 
numbers may frighten 

some, Dr. Laskey states that, 
“most of these [HPV] infections 
will have cleared quickly…And 
as [females] become sexually 
active, they are more likely to 
get HPV…so it’s kind of what 
you would expect.” But Laskey 
notes that it is also what you 
expect at “every other college 
campus.” 
 Laskey is sure of this 
because Rutgers “collect[s] data 
annually... ” This data is then 

submitted to the American Col-
lege Health Association, who 
publishes the national survey 
of 128 colleges and universities 
(the results of the 2007 survey 
can be found by clicking the 
STI link on the College VOICE 
homepage at mcccvoice.org). 
The 2008 data was not yet avail-
able at press time.
 Despite the rumors, 
Mercer students interviewed 
noted that they would not let 
STI prevalence on campuses 
determine their transfer col-
lege of choice. One student who 
asked to remain anonymous 
remarked: “I’m very cautious, 
whether I’m in a school envi-
ronment or any other environ-
ment.”

Waiting for Wi-Fi expansion

Over half of the Com-
munity Blood Coun-
cil of New Jersey’s 
desired number of 
blood donors from 
Mercer showed 
their support in 
giving back to 
the commu-
nity by do-
nating blood 
on campus 
March 26 dur-
ing Mercer’s 
s e m i - a n n u a l 
blood drive. 
Although the 
CBC NJ only met 
half of their initial expecta-
tions of gathering 50 units 
of blood, members are not 
the least bit disappointed. 
When asked if the blood 
drive was thought to be a 
success, Kozette Mingo, a 
Registered Nurse at Com-
munity Blood Council of 
New Jersey.responded 
said “Anytime you come 
in [to a location] and get a 
unit, you’re successful.”
 The Community 
Blood Council of New 
Jersey’s “Bloodmobile” 
traveled to Mercer’s West 
Windsor campus from 
their blood bank in Ewing 
with hopes to decrease the 
on-going shortage of blood 
currently facing New Jer-
sey. 

At 3pm the number of 
people from Mercer 
who made a dona-

tion was 23. One of 
those 23 was Mer-

cer student Steve 
Defilippo who 

explained his 
participation 
saying, “My 
friend had 
L e u k e m i a . 

He said with-
out people do-

nating [blood] 
for him, he 
wouldn’t be 

alive.” 
 Donors like Defil-
ippo must fill out paper-
work before giving blood, 
however, donation time 
usually take less than an 
hour. After the donations 
are made, the blood travels 
to the blood bank where it 
is broken down into three 
parts, red blood cells, 
platelets, and plasma, and 
undergoes a series of 27 
tests to ensure that it is safe 
to use on patients during 
blood transfusions and 
surgeries. 
 For more informa-
tion about blood dona-
tion visit the Community 
Blood Council of New 
Jersey’s website at www.
blooddrivenj.com or call 
1-866-2-GIVENJ

Recent blood drive 
is no blood bath, but 
still a success

By amber Zahn
reporter

By Zachary Hendrick
reporter

By ron russel iii
reporter

PHoTo | cHriS SZaKolcZai
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Thomas Coppolecchia as Jesus and Mike Schiumo as Judas in 
Kelsey’s 2009 production of Godspell.

college voice | File PHoTo

college voice | SaNdra iSaacMercer men’s baseball team vs. Salem.

Vikings face tough loss, then pick up steam

Get your balls and bats ready 
because the men at Mercer are 
back at it. Fresh off their 4-3 re-
cord in the Myrtle Beach Invita-
tional tournament, the Vikings 
are ready to get back into regu-
lar season action.
 The men at Mercer had 
their hands full when they took 
the field against Gloucester 
County College.  It seemed like 
an ordinary game, but little did 
the Vikings know it would prove 
to be one of their biggest tests of 
the season.  
 Mercer found them-
selves in a hole right off the 
bat.  In the top of the first inning 
right-hander John DeGroodt 
was trying to work out of a bases 
loaded no out jam.  It didn’t faze 
the sophomore from Orange, 
New York; he rallied to strike 
out the next two batters and es-
caped the inning allowing only 
one run.  It was a cold day and 
the Vikings’ bats took time to 
heat up.   Mercer’s offense was 
blanked in four consecutive in-
nings.  
 Meanwhile, Coach 
Matt Wolski found himself in a 
juggling routine with his pitch-
ing staff.  The Vikings put seven 
different pitchers on the hill 
that evening, each throwing for 
a max of two innings. However, 
Gloucester didn’t have trouble 
facing the Vikings staff and 
were already up 3-0 in the bot-
tom of the fifth inning.  Finally, 
Mercer struck for a run in the 

bottom of the fifth.  Trailing 3-1 
it seemed as if the Vikings were 
poised for a comeback, but that 
was quickly put to rest when 
Gloucester was able to score 
two runs in the top of the sixth 
vs. left hander Doug Grey. 
 Now trailing 5-1 things 
looked bleak for the men in 
green and gold.  “If our inten-
sity was as high as it was at the 
end of the game throughout the 

entire game, we would find our-
selves in a much better position 
to win ball games,” said Coach 
Wolski. 
 The pressure was on, 
but the Vikings didn’t back 
down.  Mercer rallied to score 
two in the seventh as well as a 
run in the eighth and ninth in-
nings.  Energy was high and 
Mercer found themselves in a 
brand new ball game as it went 

into extra innings.  The Vikings 
took care of business in the top 
of the tenth, and now it was up 
to the offense to seal the deal on 
the comeback victory.  Howev-
er, the Vikings failed to score a 
run and the game now headed 
to the eleventh inning. Glouces-
ter put up three runs in the elev-
enth to put the Vikings away 8-5 
in a crushing defeat. The loss 
dropped the Vikings record to 

10-6, and Mercer knew they had 
just let a very winnable game 
slip through their fingertips.  
 Since the loss to Glouc-
ester, Mercer has been on a roll.  
The team is 3-1 in their last four 
games, improving their record 
to 13-7.  There’s still a lot of 
ball left to be played, including 
five home games in the month 
of April, and a rematch with 
Gloucester on Tuesday April 28.  

The lights fade, the stage is dark. 
Through the shadows a voice 
booms “Ye snakes and vipers 
brew!” The lights begin to rise 
revealing and urban landscape. 
Blacktop masks the stage floor, 
construction equipment, trash-
cans and no trespassing signs 
complete the atmosphere. Then 
through the darkness comes 
Jesus Christ wearing a pair of 
American flag boxer shorts.
 Godspell is the latest 
musical to arrive at Kelsey The-
atre. The show is a retelling of 
the biblical Gospel of Mathew 
as a musical with color and pop-
culture references thrown in. 
The Kelsey production starred 
Thomas Coppolecchia as Je-
sus and Mike Schiumo as Ju-
das. Originally premiering Off-
Broadway in 1971, the musical 
was written by John Michael 
Tebelak with lyrics by Stephen 
Schwartz. 
 Godspell was a great 
performance. The choreogra-
phy, singing and acting were 
highly refined. The modern 
pop-culture references added 
new flavor to a 38-year-old mu-
sical. Besides the two leading 
roles, all the characters played 
on each other’s strengths, which 
made the dialogue more believ-
able, but at the same time no 

one actor stood out.
 The Kelsey Theatre 
production differed slightly 
from the original production 
by adding its own interpreta-
tions and flavors to create a 
unique spin on a well-known 
performance. Rather than Je-
sus Christ appearing as a clown 
leading apostles like a company 
of circus performers; Jesus ap-
pears as more of a pop-culture 
superhero, wearing a superman 
t-shirt and spreading the gospel 
mixed with references to Law & 
Order and hip-hop music. 
 The first act is light-
hearted, blending the shows 
classic tunes with hip-hop, 
blues, funk, and rock music. 
The second act takes a much 
darker and more serious tone. 
Jesus is forced to face those who 
doubt him. He begins to see 
what the world around him and 
the people he is trying to save 
truly value. To play up the visu-
al differences, Judas, the apos-
tle who betrays Jesus,  appears 
wearing a blood red scarf and a 
batman t-shirt. Even the music 
style changes from the first act 
to the second. Solos no longer 
try to be light-hearted but carry 
a deep feeling of sadness fore-
shadowing events to come. The 
act climaxes with the last sup-
per scene and Jesus telling Ju-
das that he should “Do quickly 

what you must.” Judas blows a 
whistle, and Jesus is strapped 
to an electric fence where he is 
killed. The scene ends with the 
apostles carrying the body of Je-
sus off the stage.
 While the cast does a 
good job interacting with each 
other and the audience, the per-
formance might not have been 
for everyone. Obviously people 
who do not enjoy religious or 
Christian themed musicals 
would not be interested. Anoth-
er issue is the pop-culture refer-
ences; the costumes in colorful 
adaptations of hip-hop, punk 
rock, and rave culture, along 
with urban dialog, might have 
alienated some of the older or 
more conservative viewers. “I 
saw this play 20 years ago, they 
definitely went out on a limb, 
but this is a radical representa-
tion of what I first saw. I think if 
this performance was to come 
to the Theatre again I would 
pass on it,” said one older audi-
ence member after the show.
 Younger ticket holders, 
however, seemed to identify 
with the cast and their referenc-
es. They reacted to the audience 
participation, character inter-
action, and humanity. “The ac-
tors build a rapport with the au-
dience. Every character stands 
on their own, playing on each 
others’ strengths,” said Dorothy 

Kelsey’s Godspell resonates more with younger crowd 

Adam, a Kelsey Theatre patron. 
“We were amazed by the great 
singing voices and acting. This 
is an amazingly talented group. 
It was catching from the first 

time that Jesus appears in his 
boxers,” said Melanie and Phil 
Wood, two younger patrons 
returning to Kelsey Theatre for 
their second time.  

By Sam grindlinger
reporter

By Jay Brown
The college voice
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During the summer session of 
2006, right after she earned her 
high school diploma, Adrienne 
Cameron began taking classes 
at Mercer’s James Kerney Cam-
pus (JKC). “I chose James Ker-
ney because it is a whole lot 
closer and whole lot more con-
venient for me to commute” 
she says. However, she admit-
ted, “as I got further into my de-
gree, there weren’t lab classes I 
could take at James Kerney.”
 Cameron, like many 
other students who began their 
studies at the JKC, was unable 
to fulfill the natural science re-
quirements for her program of 
study. In addition, as a Commu-
nications major, she is required 
to participate in radio labs, 
which are also not offered at 
JKC. “If it was up to me I would 
have taken all of my classes 
at JKC… [Getting to the West 
Windsor campus] is truly an in-
convenience for those who are 
not fortunate enough to have 
a car.” Nevertheless, Cameron 
had to switch to Mercer’s West 
Windsor Campus (WWC). 
 Differences between 
the two campuses are notice-
able. West Windsor is Mercer’s 
main campus, and as in any 
other college, the main cam-
pus has a lot of advantages over 
the other. For example, West 
Windsor has 292 acres of land, 
there are plenty of recreational 
areas, a fitness center, a swim-
ming pool, tennis courts, a 
greenhouse, and a theatre. By 
contrast, JKC is limited to two 
buildings, the first occupying 
about an acre of land while the 
latter occupies 19,000 square 
feet, offering none of the previ-
ously mentioned amenities.
 According to Lucia 

Brown-Joseph the Bursar at 
Mercer’s West Windsor cam-
pus, a professor of the College 
Success Seminar (CSS 101), and 
advisor of the African Ameri-
can Student Organization 
(AASO), the courses offered at 
JKC are mostly basic courses 
and therefore, in order to com-
plete their degrees, students, 
like Cameron, must attend the 
WWC at some point. “Students 
realize their limitations, that if 
they want to go to James Ker-
ney Campus and graduate, they 
can’t.” Brown-Joseph says.
 In particular, Science 
related courses are not offered 
at JKC because there are no lab-
oratories. Brown-Joseph notes 
other short-comings saying that 
there are fewer computer labs 
at JKC and the bookstore is very 
small, offering only the books 
corresponding to the classes 
solely offered at JKC. In addi-
tion, the bookstore and cafete-
ria hours are limited.
 On the other hand, 
there are some good points. 
Having the Trenton Public Li-
brary nearby “is an advantage,” 

says Brown-Joseph about JKC. 
“It is definitely a positive, what 
they can’t find on campus they 
can find at the library across 
the street.” In addition, JKC is 
a sponsor of the New Jersey 
Youth Corps and offers a vari-
ety of other federally funded 
programs for middle and high 
school students, as well as peo-
ple seeking to earn their GED 
through the Educational Talent 
Search, SMILE/GEAR UP, and 
Upward Bound Programs.
 Transportation is a 
major issue. “The two cam-
puses are not really connected,” 
Brown-Joseph says. The shuttle 
schedule from campus to cam-
pus is limited, making it dif-
ficult for students from either 
campus to take early morning 
or evening classes. In addition, 
there is no shuttle during sum-
mer sessions.
 Brown-Joseph said it 
was urgent for West Windsor 
students “to realize that there is 
another campus.” In fact, out of 
11 West Windsor students sur-
veyed, only 3 were familiar with 

How convenient is the James Kerney Campus overall?

JKC. The survey found that West 
Windsor campus students had a 
fairly negative view of JKC with 
comments such as “it’s scary in 
Trenton,” and “JKC is a smaller 
campus, not as much facilities, 
opportunities.” Of those that 
actually had a more positive 
view, they were more likely to 
have actually been to, seen, or 
attended classes at JKC.  Most 
of the negative views came from 
people who were not familiar 
with JKC and appeared based 
on stereotypes about Trenton.
 Cameron commented 
on the importance of JKC, “the 
stereotype that West Windsor 
Campus is the main campus is 
not true, classes began at the 
James Kerney Campus.” In-
deed the origins of Mercer can 
be traced back to Trenton (see 
timeline).

MERCER 

TIMELINE
1890

Trenton’s Evening Drawing 
School opens.

1898
School is renamed Trenton 
School of Technical Science 

& Art.

1901
Becomes School of Industrial 

Arts

1947
Trenton Junior College and 

School of Industrial Arts 
(TJC) is founded as a college-

level institution.

1966
The State Board of Education 
authorizes a 292-acre site in 
Assunpink Park for the West 

Windsor Campus. 

1967
TJC and Mercer merge.

1972
Inauguration ceremonies 

take place for the West 
Windsor Campus. In 

addition, the James Kerney 
Foundation of Trenton 

donates an acre of land on 
the corner of North Broad 

and Academy streets to 
house Mercer’s James Kerney 

Center.

1974
Inauguration ceremonies 
took place for the James 

Kerney Center.

1998
The James Kerney Center 
became the James Kerney 

Campus of MCCC.

Honors classes give motivated students extra opportunities

The 14 students in Professor 
Fran Davidson’s Honors Po-
etry class are sitting around a 
conference room table discuss-
ing the poem “Do not go gentle 
into that good night,” by Dylan 
Thomas. The students examine 
the poem in depth, discussing 
its structure and organization 
and what they felt the writer’s 
thoughts and emotions were 
while crafting that particular 
poem.
 Every student partici-
pates; all are  engaged. The en-
vironment is more comfortable 
than the regular Mercer class-
room and no one is ignoring the 
professor and texting under the 
table . The professor listens and 
gives feedback when needed, 
but  in general the students, 
rather than the professor, are 
leading the class
 Mercer’s Honors Pro-
gram began in the spring of 
2007 under the leadership of 
the Honors Program coordina-
tor, English Professor Dr. Carol 

Bork. Her vision was to give mo-
tivated students, with a GPA of 
3.5 in 12 or more college-level 
credits, a chance to excel aca-
demically among like-minded 
peers.  In each Honors class 
there are usually 10 to 15 stu-
dents, so they get more one on 
one time with the professor. 
Classes are held around a single 
oval table while sitting in com-
fortable chairs.
 The Honors Students  
are given more challenges, but 
not more work than students in 
regular sections of a class. So, 
for example, an Honors student 
might have the same assigned 
reading for an English class, but 
have to lead class discussion 
and write an essay on a more 
challenging topic than students 
in the regular section.  
 “I like the smaller class 
size and everyone has input.  It 
is very helpful to listen to other 
people’s opinions. The classes 
are harder and more work, 
you have to be engaged in the 
class.  Taking Honors classes 
has made me a better student 

and improved my study habits,” 
stated second year Liberal Arts 
major Victoria Covert.
 Students who complete 
the program get a special Hon-
ors designation on their Mer-
cer diploma. Being an Honors 
student makes you a stronger 
transfer candidate after gradu-
ating from Mercer. Students 
exiting the program in the past 
two years have gotten into high-
ly selective and prestigious col-
leges such as Mount Holyoke 
and Hampshire among others, 
and several have received full-
ride scholarships. 

 To enroll in an Honors 
Class,  students must contact 
one of the instructors or coor-
dinators, fill out an application 
and meet the GPA require-
ments. At present the majority 
of the Honors classes offered 
are in courses that work for a 
Liberal Arts major, though there 
are plans to expand to include 
more courses in other divisions. 
There are currently about ten 
Honors classes running each 
semester, a number that is likely 
to increase each year the pro-
gram continues.
 Professor Davidson, 

who teaches the poetry class, 
when asked what advice she 
would give to students think-
ing about taking Honors classes 
says, “Go for it. It’s a great op-
portunity to explore subjects 
more deeply in a smaller class 
setting.”
 For all the poetry lov-
ers, Professor Davidson’s Hon-
ors poetry class will be present-
ing poetry to the senior citizens 
at the Lawrence Library on April 
29 from 1-3pm.  The students 
will recite and discuss poems 
with the seniors.

By Mabel duran-Sanchez
reporter

By dechele covington
reporter

college voice | File PHoTo
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Professor Fran Davidson’s Honors Poetry class. 
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New Jersey                   
Ranks Seventh
Greenest State in 
America
 

 In October of 2007, Forbes.com created a list of 
America’s greenest states based on six equally weighted 
categories, including: carbon footprint, air quality, water 
quality, hazardous waste management, policy initiatives 
and energy consumption.
 New Jersey took a surprise seventh place, beating 
out states such as Massachusetts and Colorado (placing 
eleventh and thirteenth, respectively).
 According to the article’s authors, Brian Wingfield 
and Mariam Marcus, New Jersey achieved its ranking not 
because it excelled in any specific area, but rather because 
it received relatively high marks in all areas.
 Marcus and Wingfield not that “In only five states 
did people travel fewer miles in their vehicles than they 
did in New Jersey in 2005, the most recent year for which 
government data is available. That same year, 42 states 
exceeded their Clean Water Act permit limits by levels 
greater than New Jersey did, according to the watchdog 
group U.S. PIRG. And 33 states managed more toxic waste 
per capita than New Jersey.” In other words, despite the 
industrial waste issues that are clearly visible from the New 
Jersey turnpike, our state is actually coming up green.

Rank    State & ScoRe 
1  VeRmont 43.6                  6  connecticut 39.8 
2  oRegon 43.6                   7  new JeRSey 39.5   
3  waShington 43.4            8  Rhode iSland 38.7 
4  hawaii 41.3                     9  new yoRk 38.1
5  maRyland 40.4              10  aRizona 37.9 
 

SouRce: www.foRbeS.com

do the Math: 
1 recycled tin can = 3 hours of Tv

1 recycled plastic bottle = 25 minutes on the computer

70 percent = amount of energy saved recycling paper compared

                      to making it from raw materials

60 percent = amount of rubbish people throw in the trash that

                      could have been recycled instead
Source: www.recycling-guide.org

On March 28, 2009, people around the world turned out the lights for one hour, in 

an event called Earth Hour.  According to earthhour.org, people in more than 4,000 

cities and 88 countries participated. Even in West Orange, New Jersey, the birthplace 

of Thomas Edison and the light-bulb itself, the lights were 

turned out as a vote for the health of the planet. 

In New York, the familiar sight of the lit up 

needle atop the Empire State Building 

was turned off for the event.  Across 

the country, in Los Angeles, the mayor 

kicked off the event by throwing a huge 

light switch. Even the Las Vegas strip was 

dimmed for the occasion.  Earth Hour began 

in Australia in 2007, when 2.2 million people turned off their lights. 

The next year the idea caught on and more than 50 million people participated. This 

years’s event drew the support of over a million participants. 

LOCAL
EVENTS

GREEN 
GENERATION

CAMPAIGN
 
according to earthday.com “earth day 2009, 
april 22, will mark the beginning of the green 
generation campaign! This two-year initiative 
will culminate with the 40th anniversary of earth 
day in 2010. With negotiations for a new global 
climate agreement coming up in december, 
earth day 2009 must be a day of action and civic 
participation, to defend the green generation’s 
core principles:

1. a carbon-free future based on renewable 
energy that will end our common dependency 
on fossil fuels, including coal.

2. an individual’s commitment to responsible, 
sustainable consumption.

3. creation of a new green economy that lifts 
people out of poverty by creating millions of 
quality green jobs and transforms the global 
education system into a green one.wws

 source: www.earthday.net

eARtH dAY

GO GREEN
Go Green is a Mercer 
club for students who 
want to learn about green 
initiatives, sustainability 
and eco-friendly 
behaviors. Go Green 
will also help students 
improve the awareness 
of the community and 
the college regrading the 
environment. 

Go Green meetings:
At JKC: April 9 and April 
28, 12-1PM in KC 334. 
On the West Windsor 
Campus: April 15 and 
April 29, 12-1PM in room 
BS 208. 

Earth Day Festival 
A day of hikes, programs 
and education offerings 

and sales on a wide 
selection of merchandise 
$3-$5. Date: April 18, 
2009. Time: 8-5PM. 
Venue: Plainsboro 
Preserve: 80 Scotts Corner 
Road, Cranbury, NJ 08512.

Earth Day Fair 
at Princeton U.
Join Princeton students 
and campus partners in 
celebrating Earth Day 
2009! Fun activities and 
lots of information about 
what Princeton is up to to 
make the campus and the 
world a greener place.
Location: Frist Campus 
Center, 100 level 1-5PM.
Sponsor: Greening 
Princeton

 

EARTH HOUR A WORLDWIDE SUCCESS

Page By eva Surany
lead designer
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SPeaKiNg oUT: 
Student responses 
to the voice’s hate 

crimes survey

AnAtoMY of A HAte cRIMe -- two hate crimes that have changed the way we think

a hate crime is 
broadly defined as 
a crime in which 
the perpetrator is 
motivated by the 
victim’s race, color, 
ethnicity, religion, 
sexual orientation, 
national origin.

Brandon Teena (left) a transgendered man and his girlfriend 
Lana Tisdel before Teena was raped and murdered in 1993.  

Brandon Teena
Brandon Teena, born Teena Brandon, was born female 
but lived as a man as an adult. Teena grew up in Ne-
braska. He stated that he planned to save up money for 
sex reassignment surgery. On Christmas Eve, in 1993,  
two males, John Lotter and Tom Nissen, with whom 
Teena had been friends, discovered he was physically 
a female, they revealed this fact to Teena’s girlfriend, 
then raped and assaulted Teena. Teena went to a 
hospital where a standard rape kit was administered, 
but this evidence was lost. Teena was convinced to file 
a report with the police, despite being warned by her 
attackers not to do so. The Richardson County Sherif, 
Charles Laux, questioned Teena and was apparently 
referred to him as “it” and asked grotesque questions 
that made Teena refuse to answer. Three days after 
filing it, Lotter and Nissen found out about the report, 
tracked Teena down and killed him. Teena’s mother 
successfully sued Sherif Laux for failing to adequately 
protect Teena. Teena’s story is the subject of the Acad-
emy Award winning film Boys Don’t Cry. 

reSUlTS - The Brandon Teena case drew attention to the 
particular difficulties faced by transgendered individuals, 
a group largely ignored until that point. 

Sexual 
orientation is 
not considered 
a motivation for 
bias in the hate 
crimes laws 
of 18 states, 
including 
Pennsylvania. 

Mercer’s 
handbook states 
that students 
have the right 
to “be free from 
sexual and gender 
harassment.” 
Sexual orientation 
is not mentioned.

Only some states include sexual 
orientation and gender identity 
in their hate crime laws and these 
laws are relatively new.  These 
states include: 
California (1999), Colorado (2005), 
Connecticut (2004),  District of 
Columbia (1989),  Hawaii (2003), 
Maryland (2005),  Minnesota 
(1993),  Missouri (2001),  New 
Jersey (2002/March 2008), New 
Mexico (2003), Oregon (2001/2008) 
and Vermont (2001) .

“Mercer in general 
(the campus / entire 
county) has made 
the experience for 

me [of being gay] a 
somewhat awkward 

one. There are 
times when I feel 
appropriate to be 
myself, but mostly 

guarded. We still have 
a long way to go.” 

“Overall, I have not 
experienced major 
issues on campus 

as far as my sexual 
orientation, but 

the problem is still 
apparent.” 

“I see a great deal of 
ignorance on campus 

which, though it 
may be ‘nonviolent’ 
nevertheless makes 

me question our 
administration’s 
commitment to 

teaching diversity.” 

“Mercer seems to turn 
their head to issues of 
support of the LGBT 
community. I would 

feel more comfortable 
if professors included 

LGBT in examples 
(positive) in lectures.” 

“I don’t NOT tell 
people [my sexual 
orientation] but I 

don’t walk around 
announcing it.” 

“The thing this 
survey does not cover 

is the experience of 
rejection. Family 

members, ‘friends,’ co-
workers often refuse 

to communicate 
with us because of 
our orientation. As 
a result, we are left 

feeling alone.” 

What to do if you are the victim of or a 
witness to a possible hate crime:

If you are injured, seek medical attention immediately. Do not 
bathe or change clothes before going to a hospital. Just get 
there as fast as you can. You can call the police from the hospital.

Contact law enforcement and clearly indicate that you have 
been the victim of or a witness to what you believe to be a 
hate crime and that you wish to file a report.

Seek safety, away from the attacker.

Write down any information you can about the crime 
before you forget. Write down names, dates, places, 
license plate numbers and any other information
that may help law enforcement officials do their job.

File a police report. Give as much detail as possible.

If it is not offered automatically, ask for information 
about victim’s services that can help you. Services 
may include counselling, legal help and so on.

Contact the NJ office of bias crimes which is 
part of the office of the Attorney General. 
Also contact any campus organizations, 
support groups, the media etc.  

Speak out against hate.  

LGBT Fast Facts

More hate crimes survey results
vital statistics: 
Of the 58 students who 
took the survey the follow 
was true:

Part time Students = 6
Full-time students = 52

Male = 23
Female = 33
Transgender = 1
Other = 1

Homosexual = 7
Heterosexual = 42
Bisexual = 9
Other = 1

African-American = 6
Asian = 3
Hispanic = 3
Caucasian = 35
Native American = 1
Other = 5

15-19 years old = 30
20-25 years old = 24
26-30 years old = 2
31-35 years old = 2

interesting findings:
When asked if they felt Mer-
cer is a safe environment in 
general, 53 of the 58 respon-
dents  indicated that they 
felt Mercer was either totally 
(30) or somewhat (23) safe.

Of the students who felt they 
had been abused based on 
their race, gender or sexual 
orientation, anger was the 
most widely reported re-
sponse with 23 people feel-
ing angry as a result of racial 
bias, and 13 feeling angry as 
a result of gender and sexual 
orientation bias. 

Depression followed anger 
as the next most widely held 
feeling following a perceived 
hate crime. Three respon-
dents reported having been 
suicidal as a result of the 
hate abuse they had suf-
fered.

Of the 18 minority students 
surveyed 80 percent said 
they had been verbally 
abused and 20 percent said 
they had been physically 
abused as a result of their 
race. 

Of the 33 female students 
surveyed 40 percent said 
they had been verbally 
abused and 9 percent said 
they had been physically 
abused as a result of their 
gender.

Several white men felt 
they had been the victims 
of hate crimes directed at 
them based on their race or 
gender. One wrote, “Most, 
if not all, of the verbal or 
physical abuse I have expe-
rienced was directed at the 
Caucasian population (or 
a single Caucasian person) 
by a person who consid-
ered themselves to be art of 
minority population.”

conclusions: 
Although the data gath-
ered relies on subjective 
reporting, it is clear that 
while many students feel 
safe enough at Mercer, 
a  significant proportion 
of students feel they have 
experienced hate bias and 
it has had a major psycho-
logical impact on them. 

In tHe spotlIgHt: lgbt Issues
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New Jersey 
has the second 
highest number 
of hate crimes 
reported in the 
nation accord-
ing to the FBi’s 
most recent 
statistics. 

AnAtoMY of A HAte cRIMe -- two hate crimes that have changed the way we think

Matthew Shepherd a  gay student at the University of 
Wyoming student who was tortured and murdered near 
Laramie, Wyoming  in 1998. 

Matthew Shepherd
Matthew Shepherd was an openly gay student at the 

University of Wyoming. On October 7, 1998, Shepherd 
met two men, Arron McKinney and Russell Hender-
son, in a bar in Laramie. McKinney and Henderson 

offered Shepherd a ride, but on finding out he was 
gay, they robbed, pistol whipped and tortured him, 
then they tied him to a fence in a remote rural area. 

Shepherd hung on the fence for 18 hours before being 
discovered by a jogger who initially thought he was a 

scarecrow. Shepherd was taken to a hospital and died, 
five days later, as the result of his injuries. Henderson 

pleaded guilty and agreed to testify against McKinney 
in order to avoid the death penalty. Although Wyo-

ming had no hate crimes statute, the jury deliberated 
as to whether or not to impose the death penalty for 

McKinney. Shepherd’s parents stepped in, asking that 
the death penalty not be considered, as they felt more 

killing would bring no good to the situation. McKinney 
received two consecutive life sentences instead. 

reSUlTS - The murder of Matthew Shepherd turned the 
nation’s attention to the fact that many states did not have 
hate or bias crimes statues and that such statutes were 
needed. 

The Matthew Shepherd Act -
In 2007, then President George W. 
Bush vetoed the Matthew Shepherd 
Act. The act would expand the 1969 
United States federal hate crimes 
law to include crimes motivated 
by a person’s actual or perceived 
gender, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, or disability. Current 
President Barack Obama indicates 
on his website that one of the goals 
of his administration is to pass the 
Shepherd Act. 

Hate crimes 
based on sexual 
orientation have 
risen by 6 percent, 
even as overall 
hate crimes rates 
have decreased, 
according to 
FBi’s most recent 
statistics.

Suicide rates 
for lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and 
transgendered 
teens is at least 
20 percent higher 
than for other 
teens, according 
to analysis of 10 
major studies. 

What to do if you are the victim of or a 
witness to a possible hate crime:

If you are injured, seek medical attention immediately. Do not 
bathe or change clothes before going to a hospital. Just get 
there as fast as you can. You can call the police from the hospital.

Contact law enforcement and clearly indicate that you have 
been the victim of or a witness to what you believe to be a 
hate crime and that you wish to file a report.

Seek safety, away from the attacker.

Write down any information you can about the crime 
before you forget. Write down names, dates, places, 
license plate numbers and any other information
that may help law enforcement officials do their job.

File a police report. Give as much detail as possible.

If it is not offered automatically, ask for information 
about victim’s services that can help you. Services 
may include counselling, legal help and so on.

Contact the NJ office of bias crimes which is 
part of the office of the Attorney General. 
Also contact any campus organizations, 
support groups, the media etc.  

Speak out against hate.  

The gay-friendliest transfer schools in our area
The campus climate in-
dex is a national assess-
ment tool that seeks “to 
set forth a national stan-
dard for improving the 
quality of life for lgBT 
and ally people on col-
lege/university campuses 
and to assist campuses 
in becoming more lgBT-
Friendly. 

The index measures eight 
components including:
1. lgBT Policy inclusion
2. lgBT Support & institu-
tional commitment
3. lgBT Student life
4. lgBT academic life
5. lgBT Housing
6. lgBT campus Safety
7. lgBT counseling & 
Health
8. lgBT recruitment and 
retention efforts

currently the index in-
cludes information from 
186 college and unver-
sity campuses (including 
community colleges). 

The following are the 
gay-friendliest transfer 
schools in the mid-atlan-
tic region. 

University of Pennsylvania 
Philadelphia, PA

UPENN does well in all 
categories. It is an Ivy 
League research institu-
tion in a large urban en-
vironment. It has 20,000+ 
students and is less than 
an hour from Mercer.

Pennsylvania State U.
University Park, PA

Penn State also gets high 
marks for queer friendli-
ness on all fronts. It is a 
public university with 
43,000+ students in a 
small city. It is three and 
a half hours drive from 
Mercer. 

Bucknell
Lewisburg, PA

Bucknell is a relatively 
small, private liberal arts 
college situated in a small 
town. Bucknell has 3,500 
students. It is a three hour 
drive from Trenton. 

University of Maryland
College Park, MD

Slightly less than a three 
hour drive from Trenton, 
the University of Mary-
land is a state school in an 
urban environment with 
roughly 35,000 students. 

american University
Washington, DC

American is a private, re-
ligiously affiliated school 
located in the heart of 
DC. There are more than 
11,000 students in atten-
dance and the school is 
just over three hours drive 
from Trenton. 

lgBT bookshelf

lgBT cinema

In tHe spotlIgHt: lgbt Issues
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Almost everyone hates us, according to political cartoonist Joe Szabo

On March 10, Joe Szabo, an interna-
tionally recognized political cartoonist, 
gave a Distinguished Lecture at Mercer 
called “Image of America,” a lecture he 
has given across many universities in the 
country. He focused on the political im-
age that people and political cartoonists 
around the world have about America. 
 Szabo is a former editor, art 
director, and cartoonist with national 
newspapers and magazines . His most 
recognized works include The Finest 
International Political Cartoons of Our 
Time and his publication, WittyWorld 
International Cartoon Magazine that has 

reached 103 countries for over a decade. 
 Szabo has traveled to 67 coun-
triesww to find out what people think 
about America in the political arena. In 
every country Szabo interviewed people 
from all walks of life. Most of the people 
Szabo talked to were college graduates 
and were not affiliated with any particu-
lar political party. 
 In his lecture, Szabo explained 
that he did encounter people who had 
positive views about America but nega-
tive opinions predominated. When he 
asked people from other countries to 
describe America in one word, he re-
ceived responses such as: two-faced, 
fascist, evil, hegemonic, violent, a po-

litical whore house, and a landfill. An 
Al Jazeera correspondent, Samir Omar 
said, “American is double-faced like a 
woman promoting freedom and democ-
racy on the others, [but] supports dicta-
tors who lick their toes.”  
 Even more polemic were the 
responses to the question why 9/11 
happened. In Spain, a county where 
he found most overt hostility toward 
Americans, the common answer to what 
caused 9/11 was that “The American in-
telligence was behind it. The Central In-
telligence Agency (CIA) organized it to 
give America a reason to attack the Arab 
world.” This view was supported in other 
countries as well.

 The Distinguished Lecture au-
dience was composed of students, some 
from the International Relations course, 
and some senior citizens. Few attendees 
were pleased with Szabo’s findings. Dur-
ing the question and answer section, one 
lady said, “they don’t remember how 
the U.S helped  Europeans win World 
War I.” Another audience member said, 
“what do they think about their own 
countries?” People murmured in angry 
tones about the views people around the 
world hold about the U.S. They wanted 
to express their opinions, but there was 
no time left for more comments. 
 Szabo said that the response of 
the audience members was not a sur-
prise to him. He says that wherever he 
presents his lecture he find all kinds of 
reactions. He says that for the most part 
younger audiences are more critical of 
the U.S. than older people. 
Brian Kaplan, a second-year Liberal Arts 
student, said that in contrast with other 
audience members he liked the lecture 
because “it was not sugar coated.” Ka-
plan adds that he could get a perception 
of what other people really think about 
policies that Americans think are great. 
 Szabo has a travel blog where 
he comments and posts pictures of 
the countries he visits, http://www.jo-
eszabo.us. Image of America is a book 
planned for publication in a year. 

In focus
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By Susana Sanchez
The college voice

Cartoonist Joe Szabo gives a distinguished lecture on March 10. 
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Editorial Policy: How to contact us:
The College VOICE is written and edited by students of Mercer 
County Community College and published every 3 weeks under 
the advisement of a faculty adviser. The material printed in The 
College VOICE, be it articles, advertisements or opinion pieces, 
does not necessarily represent the views of the editors, the faculty, 
staff, administration or the board of trustees of Mercer County 
Community College.

 
Do you have something to say? The College VOICE accepts letters to 
the editor. Submissions should be no more than 300 words; longer 
submissions may be shortened. Submit materials in electronic 
format, and include your name and status at Mercer (major and 
year, faculty or staff position or alumnus). All materials submitted 
become the property of The College VOICE, which reserves the 
right to reject or edit material based on length, taste or clarity.

Write to The College VOICE!
e-mail: MercerVoice@gmail.com
phone: (609) 586-4800 ext. 3594
write to:  The College VOICE
 Mercer County College
 PO Box B
 Trenton, NJ 08550
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drinking age change would make us safer

iN THe MarcH 9 iSSUe, in the 
front page article entitled 
“Shorter Semester, Later Start,” 
by David Hoyt, it was indicat-
ed that Mercer’s new 15 week 
inclusive semester would not 
start until after Labor Day, 
which is incorrect for fall 2009. 
Because Labor Day falls so late 
in 2009,  classes will start be-
fore Labor  Day, however, the 
semester will end a week ear-
lier. The following year, 2010, 
the semester will, indeed, be-
gin after Labor Day. 

iN THe MarcH 9 iSSUe, in the 
front page article entitled 
“Shorter Semester, Later Start,” 
by David Hoyt, it was stated that 
Mercer does not offer a Differ-
ential Equations class. In fact, 
a Differential Equations class 
is offered. It is MAT 252 and is 
currently taught on Tuesday 
and Thursday evenings from 
5:15-6:55PM by Prof. Yvonne 
Greenbaum. 

iN THe FeBrUarY 16 iSSUe arti-
cle “Mercer’s Sports Announc-
er, Craig Coenen” by David Pa-
trylow, it was stated that Prof. 
Coenen drives 85 miles to and 
from work each day. In fact, he 
drives 170 miles to and from 
work each day. 

CORRECTIONS

Sloshed, toasted and get 
crunk! These common terms 
for drinking excessively have 
become part of American 
youth vocabulary and cul-
ture.  Every weekend, many 
underage high school and 
college students look forward 
to getting dangerously drunk. 
Here’s a radical notion: per-
haps this would be less likely 
to occur if the drinking age 
was lowered to 18. 
 Drinking ages vary 
by country, with many hav-
ing a drinking age lower than 
the 21 years required by US 
law and some have fewer 

drunk driving accidents per 
capita. Although the current 
law was put into effect to curb 
excessive drinking in teens, it is 
counterproductive. At the age 
of 18 one cannot drink legally, 
but one can elect a president, 
get married, buy a home and 
fight in a war. If young Ameri-
cans are treated as adults in 
some circumstances, why not 
all? Why is the drinking age set 
at 21? Moreover, what makes 
young Americans want to binge 
drink in the first place? Is there 
a possible connection between 
the illegality and the desire for 
those under 21 to drink?
 The very fact of out-
lawing alcohol sales to those 
under age 21 may make young 
adults more tempted to drink as 
a form of rebellion. In 2005, the 
Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) conducted a 
survey called Youth Risk Behav-
ior Surveillance. This assessed 
risky behavior in young adults 
that could result in harm. The 
results indicated that 45 percent 
of teens drink, 26 percent binge 
drank and 29 percent have rid-
den in a car that was driven by a 
drunk driver.  

 Even though many 
young people wish to see the 
drinking age lowered, few law-
makers support any change in 
the law and many adults ado 
not support the idea. In a re-
cent Gallup poll, 77 percent of 
people polled said they would 
oppose a law for lowering the 
drinking age to 18 and 60 per-
cent wanted stricter drinking 
laws. 
 During the 1970’s, the 
drinking age was lowered to 
18. The result was an increase 
in the number of deaths as-
sociated with drunken driving 
among America’s youth, so the 
act of lowering the drinking age 
seemed to fail in the eyes of the 
government. Consequently, 
in 1984, the drinking age was 
raised 21. 
 However, there are few 
statistics showing how many 
deaths or serious injuries are 
annually caused by drunk-
enness among people older 
than 21. Few studies compare 
U.S.  youth drinking statistics 
with those of countries where 
the legal drinking age is lower. 
Without looking at these facts, 
the arguments made for main-

taining the drinking age at 21 
are based on things that hap-
pened in the 1970’s and are, 
quite simply, incomplete. 
 If alcohol was le-
gal, the excitement of doing 
something rebellious would 
wear off. Of course some teens 
would still drink to excess, but 
many would surely abandon 
the practice. Furthermore, 
fewer teens would commit 
the felony of using a fake ID. 
Also, more teens might be 
willing to call a parent for a 
ride when drunk, having less 
fear of their parent being mad 
at them for doing something 
illegal. As a result, the roads 
would be safer, the legal sys-
tem would have fewer ID 
cases to deal with, and teens 
might be healthier. 
 Lowering the drink-
ing age is being done in some 
states and some jurisdictions, 
as was reported in the Voice’s 
December, 8 2008 issue. It is 
time for the federal courts to 
take the issue up again and 
consider if the consequences 
of lowering the drinking age 
would be the same now as 
they were 30 years ago. 

The College VOICE 
wins six NJPF awards 

In focus

The College VOICE beat out all other 
New Jersey community college news-
papers in its class to win the top honor 
of General Excellence in the New Jer-
sey Press Foundation annual awards. 
In addition, the VOICE picked up five 
other awards including:

The winners will be honored at an 
awards ceremony held on Saturday, 
April 18 at the Trenton Marriott fol-
lowing the NJCP spring conference. 

Hard NeWS WriTiNg - SecoNd Place - 
david Hoyt  (article on prison graduation)

FeaTUreS WriTiNg - FirST Pace - 
Susana Sanchez (article on the need for a health 

center at Mercer)
geNeral PHoTo - FirST Place - 

Mike Kay (photos of Big apple circus)
laYoUT aNd deSigN - SecoNd Place -

Kendra Yu & eva Surany (inauguration double truck)
geNeral PHoTo - HoNoraBle MeNTioN -

Kendra Yu (inauguration pics).

check out youR awaRd winning newSpapeR online at www.mcccVoice.oRg

PHoTo | MicHael dalToNVOICE staffers 2009.
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THEME CROSSWORD: CALL IT!

Help is 
here!

aSk the Voice: good answers to tough questions

Dear Voice,
    I want Mercer to 
get rid of the HPE 
requirement for my 
Liberal Arts degree, 
but Mercer students 
are too busy with their 
lives to protest, what 
should I do. 
- Fit Enough

Dear Fit,
   All fourteenth graders 
need gym. Now grab a 
kickball and get the hell 
out there!
-The Voice
_____
Dear Voice,
     I’m graduating 
and walking in the 

ceremony in May. I’m 
so afraid I’m going to 
trip on the platform. 
- Help!

Dear Help,
Think positively; 
tripping can be a great 
way for people to 
remember you. 
-The Voice
_____
Dear Voice,
     My professor seems 
to enjoy resting his 
package on desks. 
It really bothers me 
because he tends to 
give the whole lecture 
in front of me. What 
do I do?
- Transfixed

Dear Transfixed,     
    Look away! Tame the 
beast!!
-The Voice
_____

Dear Voice,
    My stripper heels 
keep breaking on 
the uneven Mercer 
walkways. I’ve tried 
complaining to 
maintenance and 
security, but they just 
stare at me blankly. 
-  Cotton Candy

Dear Cotton,
  Upgrade to boots. 
They are more sturdy, 
versatile and I’ve found 
you get better tips. 
-The Voice
_____
NOTE: THIS FEATURE IS 
FOR ENTERTAINMENT 
PURPOSES ONLY. ANY 
RESEMBLANCE TO 
ACTUAL PROBLEMS IS 
PURELY COINCIDENTAL.
 
Do you have a problem? 
Need friendly advice? 
Send your questions to:
mercervoice@gmail.com 

capricorn
Dec. 22 - Jan. 19

horoscopes

aquarius
Jan. 20 - Feb. 18

Pisces
 Feb. 19 - Mar. 20

aries
 Mar. 21 - Apr. 19

Taurus
Apr. 20 - May 20

gemini
May 21 - Jun. 20

cancer
 Jun. 21 - Jul. 22

leo
Jul. 23 - Aug. 22

virgo
Aug. 23 - Sept. 22

libra
Sept. 23 - Oct. 22

Scorpio
Oct. 23 - Nov. 21

Sagittarius
Nov. 22 - Dec. 21

You’ve been a little out 
of it lately, but as the 
flowers bloom your 
heart and mind will 

come back into focus. 
Take time to enjoy 

nature. A nice walk in 
the park will renew you.

You are ready to move 
but the time hasn’t 

quite come. Hang in 
there! Don’t let the 

stress of waiting get to 
you. Go for a run or find 
other ways to move that 

help keep you sane.

You may feel like you 
have become support 

staff for all your friends. 
Is it your fault you’re 

easy to talk to and lean 
on? Those are great 

qualities, but set limits. 
You must be heard, too.

This month you may 
feel like you’re being 

pushed and pulled and 
asked to put up with a 
lot. These transitions 

may be challenging for 
you, so  hold on tight to 

your lucky charms. 

You may feel like life 
is coming to an end, 

but it’s really not. What 
seems like a difficult 

loss will soon prove to 
have been a blessing in 
disguise. Good things 

are ahead for you.

As you have begun to 
suspect, some of the 
people you’ve hung 

out with for years are 
completely crazy. If you 
think they’re crazy in a 

bad way, now’s the time 
to part company.

You may find yourself 
in the mood to do some 

spring cleaning. Go 
ahead and indulge your 

need for the Clorox 
wipes or that new 

Dyson. You won’t regret 
it for a minute.

You are in the home 
stretch. Work and 

school may feel like 
they’re going to kick 

your butt now, however, 
you have more than 

enough stamina to keep 
going to the end.

It’s time to fix that 
small item you’ve 
been ignoring for 

so long. If you put it 
off much longer, the 

consequences may be 
surprisingly serious.

Someone near you 
brings out your inner 

child this month. Even 
if your own childhood 
was less than perfect, 

let yourself enjoy every 
minute of the fun.

You are an excellent 
communicator. Don’t 

let a couple of bad 
conversations convince 

you otherwise. Keep 
talking; people care 

about your ideas.

You are not someone 
who likes to reveal 

your vulnerable side, 
but under the current 

circumstances, that 
might be just what you 

need to find love.

acroSS

1. Names in lights
6. Backfield figure
12. Tool for leather
15. “Treasure Island” 
prize
18. Whiffenpoof 
words
19. Submit
20. Square root  
of IX
21. Roman lover’s 
intro
22. Quarreling
24. Lawyer’s deg.
25. Classroom aides
26. Trussed
27. Feelers
28. Big-wedding 
evaders
30. Source of harm
31. Faction
32. Hairstyle
34. Pennsylvania port
35. Mel of the Giants
36. Dunce’s headgear
38. Butterflies
42. Willing answer
43. Accumulate
45. Atlantic, for one
46. Important exams
47. Open
48. Read carefully, 
with “over”
50. Greeting, in 
dialect
51. Frontman
54. Lorelei Lee’s 
creator
56. Heathen
57. Weird
58. Unisex hairstyles
63. Silo delivery

64. Galaxies, e.g.
66. Choir piece
67. Miss Adams
68. Malcontents
70. Main point
71. Sepulcher
72. Chow
73. Furry hoppers
76. Brilliance

79. Blender output
80. Skye of “Carmilla”
81. Radio-studio sign
82. Surgical instru-
ment
84. Clarinets, et al.
86. Camel’s-hair 
fabric
89. Signs of a storm
92. Soak up a spill
93. - diem
94. Classify, as movies
95. Brouhaha
96. Planets
98. Mimic
99. Actress Jennifer
101. Pagan
105. Speck
106. Sgt., perhaps
107. Toper’s inter-
ruption
108. Whip
110. The - most 
wanted
111. Lipinski’s milieu
112. Put in a row
113. Hood on a Rolls
114. Conjunctions
115. Stockholm ar-
rival
116. Tenant
117. Tiffs

doWN

1. Stuff
2. Natural abilities
3. Dwelling
4. Joplin piece
5. Long story
6. Big dos
7. Had a yen
8. Public quarrels
9. Mr. Connery
10. Norse epic
11. Taped shut again
12. Wing section
13. “Weeping” tree
14. Venetian isle
15. Cloth
16. Panhandle city
17. Own
18. Dugout helper
23. Trap
29. Precious stone
33. Ga. neighbor
36. Louisianian
37. Gen. Bradley
39. In need of editing
40. They’re wild, 
sometimes
41. Ceremonial drink
44. Floors it!
47. Wide open
49. Skiff propellers
50. Hall of Famer 
Wilhelm
51. Casino game
52. Composer Stra-
vinsky
53. Livestock, en 
masse
54. Keno
55. Individual
56. They do Windows
58. Placard
59. Avian penthouse?
60. Romantic inter-

lude
61. Kissers
62. Scene of a shoot-
ing?
64. Climbing Everest, 
e.g.
65. Cereal plant
66. Tiny insect
69. Got wind of
70. Hurt in the cor-
rida
71. Is able to, old style
73. Actor Gooding
74. TV audience 
monitor
75. List heading
76. He makes things 
look better
77. Warns
78. What actors need 
to know
79. Not prosaic, to 
be sure
81. Strait separating 
Italy and Albania
82. Royal heirs
83. Greek letter
85. ‘66 Righteous 
Brothers hit
86. Pick for public 
office
87. VWs
88. Bust
90. Beethoven’s Third
91. Lawmakers
97. Raja’s Mrs.
98. Iowa co-op
100. Not that
102. Cowgirl Evans
103. He had his ups 
and downs
104. Lee’s troops
109. Spinner


